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TO THE PUBLIC. 



WHEN I formed the. plan of this work, it 
was my intention to lay before the Reader 
as much ufefal^ authentic, and amufing fnforma* 
tion on the fubjefts of the feven chapters of each 
book, as I could coUedl, without paying any re- 
gard to the proportion of thele chapters to one 
another, in point of length. This, I knew, 
would be different in different ages, as the 
manners, circumftances, gnd-purfpits of the 
people of Britain changed J -• J)j ttiat pVrt 6f tl|V 
fifteenth century which is th]?; fofc^^dl. oC* tHe 
prefent book, both the Briiilh iatioiiS were 
more conftantly engaged ip >fin^: th««? Fars 
were more fierce and bloody, and produced 
more fudden and furprifing revolutions, than in 
any other period. This is the reaibti that the 
firfl chapter of this book is longer than that of 
any of the former books, in proportion to the 
other chapters, though nothing hath been omit- 
ted in any of thefe chapters that feemed worthy 
of a place in general hiflory. I take no delight 
in defcribing fcenes of flaughter and defolation, 
though fuch defcriptions may be ufeful^ and on 
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iv TO THE PUBLIC. 

the prefent pccafion were unavoidable. It was 
impoffible to draw a faithful pi£ture of our an- 
ceilors, in thofe unhappy times, without paint- 
ing them in arms, deflroying one another, or 
carrying deflruftion into other countries. I look 
forward with pleafure to the fucceeding periods 
of our hiflory, when the fword was oftener 
flieathed^ and the arts of peace were cultivated- 
with greater afliduity and fuccefs. 

In difcovering the truth, and forming the 
events of this period into a clear, confident, 
and well-authenticated narration, I have expe- 
rienced feveral difficulties. Some of the events 
are fo furprifing, that they are hardly credible; 
others are involved in darknefs almoft impene- 
trable} and the information afforded by the con- 
temporary hiftorians is feldom iktisfa£lory, often 

» contradia:ory. Whe- 
or not, in furmounting 

imbly fubmitted to the 

I ihall only fay, that I 

have attempt^ii it^^ and that the attempt hath 

coil nle no little thought and labour, as well 

as time. 

R. H, 
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BOOK V. 
CHAR t 



The civil and miUtary hiftory of England^ j¥(m 
the acceffion of Henry IV., A.D. 1399., to the 
nccejfion of Henry YlLy A.D. 1485. 

SECTION L 

JFVYTm 0ie acceffion of Henry IV.^ A. 0.1399., to ike 
acceffkn^ Henry V.f A.D. 1413. 

THE acceffion of Henry IV. may be dated A.D.t399* 
on September 30. A.D. 1399^ when he corona-^ 
was placed on the throne by the Archbifliops tionof 
of Canterbury and York, in the prefence, and^®°^^^ 
with the approbation, of both houfes of parlia- 
ment \ After a foothing fpeech from the throne, 
which hath been already related, he adjourned the 

■ T. Walfingham, p. 360. T.Otterbournc, a; Th. Heanu edit. * 
torn.!. p.aao. 

voL«ix. B parlia* 
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a fflSTORY OF BRITAIN. B<h*V. 

A.D.M99. parliament to 03;ober 9., that he might have lei- 
^"v"'-^ lure to prepare for his poronation, which he ap*. 
pointed to be on the 13th of the fitme month, the 
anniverfary of his goipg intp exile *. He was ac- 
cordingly crowned at Weftmmfter on that day, 
by T. Arundel Archbifhop of Canterbury, with 
all the ancient folemnities, and fome new ones of 
his own iovention, admirably calculated to im- 
prefa the minds of a fuperftitioiis jfecfpU with 
greater veneration for his perfon and authority ^ 
Thus, by a v^xy fuq^rifing revdution, Henry 
Duke of Lancailer, firnamed BolUngbroke^ from 
the place of his birth, in lefs than three months 
of an exile, became the crooned anointed king 
of a great and powerful nation. 
Though Henry was now in peaceable pofleffion 
^^T^ of the throne, he waa neither fecure in his ft«te 
dangers of noT eafy in his mind ; hut on the cpntracy, he w«s 
^^ involved in many perplexities^ imd ex|iQ&d to 
many dangers. He evidently owed his elevation to 
a fudden gale of popukr^^Vdiic, excited by com- 
p^ffion for his fairings.} Md he coiiMrQot I^ut4>e. 
fenfible that this might ibon^fbbfidA, or take a dif- 
ferent turn. Edward the 31ack Prince hadloo^ 

* He commanded the fword v^kich he won wl(en he hmd^ at Ra. 
> v«BfpMre> tob? carried naked and ere6^. befqvQ hiiiv ca|i^ kl^mu^ 

ter Sfivordi intimating, that he was detemned to defend- his crqwii hf, 
his fword. The oil with which he was anointed (cont^ed in a veT- 
. fel «f ftone, with a cwm of gold let with dSitoondi)» it was afiitned^ 
had been brought from heaven by the Viigin Maryt and delivered^tQ, 
StJ ^omas Beckett with a declaratieny that the Idiigs anointed with 
that oil would he gfeat and vidbsriotis pntiam^ atid> aealou^ dham^tk**^ 
of the church. However ridiculous this tale may appear to us> it is 
idated by tfaci contemporary hiftorians as a certun tru^. 

* See vd. 7, b.4. c.r. ^ 5- Qtteitlburtfe, p. aao.' tValfing. p.3^, 

been 
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been tftieboaft and darling of the Engliih ffattofiy as>a3^^. 
and his memoryWasbehiintbe bigheft veneration. 
Riobard, bis unbfippy fon, was fttll alive, and, in 
fpfte of all biserrcws,^ bad many fmnds, wbo la- 
mented his fall, and ardently defired bis reftof a- 
tion. Henry increafed his perplexities and dan- 
ger»by the prideand jealoufy of hisnatin*e, wbieb 
never allowed him toacknowledgetthat be had re- 
ceived the crown from the free gfflx>f the peopk, 
by their repre^ntatives in porlianient^ae a reward 
fer hairing deli verad^ them from tyranny, though 
d the world knew that be bad no other title. ^He 
could not ferioufly preteodthat be bad conquered 
Inland, when he arrived in i(^ with only eighty 
pepfonsin bis company^ and^owed all bisTucce& 
tO'the votofHttry eoifiox of the people to hisrftand- 
and ; and though he hinted at the right of -con^ 
queft whea he tclaimed'the crown, he was obligedl 
immediately tadiiavow it» Nor cotl|dhe pretend 
totbe^hei^ditaryrigfatofbiood; fortbat wasevi- 
dentlyin Edmund Mortimer, the young Earl df 
If arcb^defeended from'IioeelBuke of Qarenee, 
fboelder brother of John ctf^ Gaunt, DtOte of Lan- 
eafter; and RogerEarl of Mareb, the father of 
that young nobleoMfi^hada^fewyears beforelieefi 
dedlared pftfiiaipti^e beip^iRiehard IL by aA el 
pafBooient. Ri^rd Eariof Cambridge, aK>ona 
of tbefens'tff Edmund ^D«ke ef York, who had 
flsariied Ann, tOer of Edmund. Eiri eff March, 
ceflAdered^ifiiftlfM injiifed by the intrafion of 
Henry into tbe throne; ;Chm:les'Vhj King ^ 
France, .was greatly enraged at the depoiitjon of 
Richard his fon-in-law, and threatened .ym» 
9 % geance; 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book V.> 

A.D.I399. geailce ; and the Scots waited with iiApatience the 
* ^ ~* expected commotions in England, in order to in- 
vade it. Befides all this, Henry lay under fuch 
mighty obligations tothofe who had efpoufed his 
caufe (particularly to the two powerful Earls of 
Northumberland and Weftmoreland), that he 
found it as difficult to fecure the adherence of 
His friends, by gratifying their defires, as to 
guard againft the defigns of his enemies. 
Henry Henry's wifdom, courage, and good fortune, 

makes the did not dcfcit him in this critical fituation, and be 
aTin^^ purfued the mod prudent meafures for pr^erving 
ment uf the pHzc he had obtained. The parliament which 
w^ had depofed Richard, and raifed theDuke of Lan- 
thiooe. cafter to the throne, had been called in the name 
of the firft of thefe princes, but was entirely under 
the influence of the lad, who therefore continued 
it, and made it the inflrument of enacting w^bat« 
ever he thought fit to didlate. This obfequioua af- 
fembly entailed the crown upon Henry and his de- 
fcendants, without afligning any re^&n, or taking 
notice of the pretentions of any other peifdn \ It 
repealed all the a&B of that famous parliament 
which met at Weft minder A.D. 1397., and at 
Shrewfbury A. D. 1 398., though all the lords, 
both fpiritual and temporal, had taken a folemn 
oath never to confent to the repeal of thefe a6ls K 
The Earls of Rutland, Kent, Huntington, So- 
merfet, Salifbury, Thomas Lord d'Elpencer, and 
William le Scrop, had been the great friends 
and confidents of King Richard, the accufersof 

* HaDjfolioio, II. ' T.WaUing. p.361. T.Otterbourae,. 

the 
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the Duke of Gloucefter, the Earls of Arundel Aj>.i399. 
and Warwick, in the late parltament, and had 
received grants of the forfeited eftates of thefe 
noblemen, and been raifed to tlie higher titles of 
Dukes of Albermarle, Surry, £xeter. Marquis of 
Dorfet, Earls of Gloucefter and Wiltfliire, as a 
reward for that fervice. Henry, fufpe£Ung them 
of a fecret attachment to their former mafter, de- 
termined to humble and reduce them under his 
inercy, that he might either ruin them, or gain 
them to his intereft. With this view he pre- 
vailed upon this parliament to deprive them of 
the titles and fortunes they had obtained in the 
laft, and to leave them at his mercy as to their 
former honours and eftates ^ The parliament, 
having done every thing Henry could dcvife for 
fixing him firmly on the throne, was diflblved. 

To reward his moft powerful friends, was one Rewaitk 
of the firft cares of this wife prince. On the very ^* ^"^"^is. 
firft day of his reign, be conftituted Henry Percy 
Earl of Northumberland, conftable, and Ralph 
Nevil Earl of Weftmoreland, marfhal of England; 
and a fbw days after, he granted the Ifle of Man 
to the former, and the earldom of Richmond to 
the latter \ In the diftribution of favours, his 
own family was not forgotten; hia eldeft fon 
Henry was created Prince of Wales, Duke of 
Cornwall, and Earl of Chefter, Od:ober 1 5., and 
a few days after, Duke of Aquitaine ^ To the 
Earls of Warwick and Arundel, all their eftates 

« T. Walfing. p.361. 

7 Rym. Feed. torn. & p^Ug* 95* T. Otterboume^ p*2^2. 

• RynuFocd. tom.8,p.9i, &c. T. Walfing. p.361. 
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JiaD.t^^. tM4 hoatfurs were reftored ; and dn maiiy ottere 

'"^ honours, grmnts, and offices were bellowed. 
Courts the fieni^, when he was Earl o^ Derby> m weH as 
the^p^ie. ^^^ father the Duke of Lancafter, had been fiifl 
]^e£);^ of favouring the opinions of Wickliff; 
font be liow afifced a very dtflkreat part» and 
Juried the favour of the clergy with the greateft 
diligence, profeffing the greateft regard to their 
prions and intereft, and to all the ceremonies of 
their religion \ To give the pec^lein general a 
^e^iffifen of the difference between his goverd- 
inent and that of his predeceiTor, he iffued a pro- 
clamation, commandiogall the blank bonds, csdled 
Ragnmns^ which bad been extorted by Richard 
and his favourites, to becomoiitted to the flamea."' 
Sends am- Whe^ the intemsA pestce of the kingdom, as be 
to France iinagined, was thus fecuredy he bent hk thoi^bts 
aitdSeot. to aveft the ftorms which threatened htm from 
^^^^ abroad^ With this view he fent Thomas ISdilowe 
Biihop of Durham, and Thomas Percy Eafl of 
Woreefter, ambafladors to the court of France, 
y^hh ifiAru6i;ions to negotiate, if poffible, ibnie 
intertiaarriages between the two royal fUmiUea, 
Bfnd by all means to prevent a war ; to which 
the unfettled ftate of that court, and of the 
lying's health, who was fubje6t to fre^enta fits 
§£ nftadneft, Contributed more than any arga- 
iS^ntS they donld employ "* The Scots ezpe£k- 
i% ain invaioA of Eligland from France, mide 
an incurflon ll^to Northumberland^ tMk and de- 



^ Rym. Fflbd. torn. 8* p*^6t 97. lozt fte. 

^ id. $id.p.xo9. " id. IMd. p.iot 
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* 

Aroj^ed t)ie c«fMe of WbtIs^ and pktnderfd tlie AJD^^i^f. 
open couDfery »*• Henry, unwiUsng to engage ia ^"^*''^''**^ 
a war fo foon, gave a commiffion to the £arl of 
Weftmoreland, to enter into a negotktion wik 
thefe triMabtofbme neighbours ; and the Scota, dir- 
appointed of the French invofion, retired inb^ 
their own^cmintry, and defifted from beiliiitie&'^ 

But aU thefe precautions could not prevent aj>,z4o6. 
the plots of Henry's enemies ; and a very danger^ ^"^^ 
oos one broke out in the beginning of this yean Henry.. 
The Earls of Rutland, Huntin^n, Kent, Sai^ 
bury, and Gloucelter (though the two firft wece 
his near rehrtions % and they had been all kindly 
tfeated \xy the new King,) couM not forget the ' 
eftatea and tatlea which they had received from 
Richard^ aflid of which tiiey had hf en deprived 
hy H^ry in the late; parliament. To revenge 
iiM iq}ury, as they efteetned it, they held fro- 
quent meetings in the lodgmgs icrf* the Afahed of 
Weftminfter; where the foUowingplotwaafermed^ 
im f eftortdg R^hard, and depriving Henry of 
1m Of o^n and life, They agreed to proelaifls a 
Iplendid tournament, to te held at Oxford, Janu^ 
ary 3., to invite Henry to be prefhnt, and pre&ie 
aft tlwt fcdemnity ; and appointed certain afiaffins 
" to murder hhn, and fucfa of his fons as were with 
him, when they w«re intent jn viewing the di« 
verfion. The Kiiig, who was keeping his GhriiU 
maa at Windlbr, was accordingly invited by the 
£ad of Huntington, his hr6th^«in4aw ; and^ 
dffeadiag no dax^er, accepted of the invitation^ 

" T. OlIevtHVIfnejr p. i^4« '^ R]^. Feed, lom^ 8. p. ro;. 

^ Rutland was hb Siftlfaiifi^ m4 I^ 
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A ^^ ^' When the day approached, the cotifpirators came 
to Oxford, attended by numerous trains of foU 
lowers ; and every thing feemed to promife fuc- 
cefe to their fcheme. ** 
pifcovered Biit oD January «• the Earl of Rutland went 
fMrted!" privately to Windfiw, and difcovered the whole 
plot (of which he had been the chief contriver) 
to the King. Henry, knowing the treacherous 
charaAer of the man, who betrayed every party 
with whom he wasconne^ed, hc^tated fbrfome 
time, and remained all the next day at Windfisr 
in a ftate of fufpenfe. At length being coi^ 
vinced of the reality of the plot, he let out in 
the evening for London* in the mean^tnne 
the coB^irators at Oxford remained in great 
j^nxiety, expe3:ing every moment the arrival of 
the King, and their accomplice the Earl of 
Rutland. Finding they did not arrive, tb^ 
concluded that their plot was difcovered ; and 
refolved to attempt by force what they oould 
not accompKfli by fraud, hoping ta fhi^fe the 
King at Windfor, where they knew he had but 
a (lender guard. With this view, the Earls of 
Kent and SaUibury fet out from Oxford in ihe 
evening, at the head of 400 borfemen, com* 
pletely armed, and arrived at Windfor next 
morning, January 4., but found the King had 
departed the preceding evening. '• 
The c<m- ^^^ confpirators were greatly difitoncerted by 
^irators the King's ^fcape. Being joined by their accom« 
^ plices from Oxford, they remainedabout Windfoo 

" T. WaMbg. p. 36a. Otterfoourney p.%%4, B$!l,f6}io iji, i». 
'** T. WalfiDg. p.36a. Otterboorney p.»*5- ' ^ ' 

thalc 
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that day^ and part of the next, giving out that AJ>,i4pq, 
King Richard had efcaped from prifon, and com- 
manding all his fufc^e^s to repair to his ilandard. 
To procure credit to this, they made one Maud- 
lin, a pried, perfonate Richard, to whom he bore 
a ilriking refemblance. Their army, it is faid, 
increafed, but their counfels w^ediilra&ed; fome 
infifting on their continuing in a body, and others 
on their diijperfing. On a report that Henry was 
iQarchiug towards them at the head of 20,000 
men, this lad advice prevailed. The Earls of 
Kent and Saliibury, with their followers, directed 
their route to Cirencefter, where the two Earls 
were aflaulted in their lodgings by the inhabi- 
tants, on the night of January 6., taken prifoners, 
and beheaded next morning; for which b/»rbarous 
illegal deed, Henry gave them a grant of aU Uieir 
fpoils '^ The Earl of Gloucefter and Lord LMm- 
ley were taken and beheaded by the pppulace at 
Briftol ; and the Earl of Huntington, whp had 
married Lady Elizabeth, the King's Oder, was 
apprehended in Eflex, committed to the tower, 
January lo., and five days after beheaded with 
drcumitances of great cruelty '^ Sir l^enedi^ 
Shelley, Sir Bernard Brokes, and twenty-oiine 
other knights and gentlemen, were banged, 
drawn, and quartered, at Oxford, and others at 
other places '^^ a proper prelude to thofe fcenes of 
j^od and cruelty w^ich followed in the long con* 
teil between the houfes of York and Lancafler, 
occafioned by the fatal ambition of Henry IV. 

■7 OtteriMnan^ey p.,»»5» %^ %vi0 Ryn^Fced. tom.8. p. 1^0. 
"• Relation dc PWe de Roy, r. ix. '' HaJI, f. 1$^, 

13 This, 
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jtD.1400. 1^ confpimcy preeipitated the ^ckmii ^ (lie 
' — ' — ' unhappy Richard. For Henry, finding that b^ 
King;Rich. ^^d Bot expe6l; to enjoy any tranquility on the 
wdu. throne while his predeceflbr was aKve, com- 
manded him to be taken out of the way ; and thi» 
cofiimand was estecuted in the caftle of Pomlret, 
February 1 3., A.D. 1400. ; but in what manner is 
not certainly known. His body was brought to 
London, the face uncovered, and expofed t# tlK^ 
view of all the people in every town on the way^ 
and in St Paul's church for three days, thait all 
the world might know the certainty of his deatb."^ 
2^ *^ Henry had no fooner elbi^d this dangereua 
lofii^hb plot at home, than be was threatened with lofifea 
l^^^/^ttid dangers from rfnroad. The late King Ricfaardl 
was bom at Bourde^ix, and beloved by the inha« 
bitants of the Englilh provinces in F#ance ; wll^ 
were greatly enraged when they heard the news ^f 
his being dethroned ainlimprMbned. The French 
cotirt, taking advantage of th^r difMHtent, ear- 
neftly.folicited them to throw off the fingHA 
yoke^ and put tbemftlves under the protect 
tion of France; and tl»efb fblicitattons at firft 
feemed to promift ftieceft. But when the paC 
Sons of the people of thelb provinces began tia 
cool, and they had leifiire to re<leA on th^ 
diflbrent genius of the two goverrnnewts, they 
ifriMy preferred the mild govwnment of a 
diftant fbvereign to the ^annieal dominatiett 
of a too powerful neighbour, wIh^ fiibjeft* 
they &w moft grievoufly c^reflbd. Henry 

*• T. WiBag. p,3«3« T. OtMbMUB^ f.nt. Nliil» i.^4* 

confirmed 
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cMfif med theai in tbefe feiittiiiieiit», bjr beflowing A.D.<4oaL 
the palaces of power and profit on the chief no- " ~^~ ~^ 
blemeB of tbe couAtry, and by fending Thomas 
Percy Earl of Worceftef) with a reinfereeoient of 
troops^ to fiipport the w^l-a£feiftedw *' 

The Scots prefMitin^ for an expeditioiiintoEng>^ Expedition 
land iathefmnmerof this year,.H^!iry determined u^f^^^' 
to prevent theoi, by invading their country with a 
powerfttiarmy. Having procured a large fupply 
of money from the clergy and nobility in a great 
couilcilt and cirflefted a numerous army, be 
marcbed into the north, and arrived at NeweaAle 
in the be^Baing of Auguft From thence he fent 
a fummons to King Robert III., and all tbe nobi- 
Uty of Scotland, to meet him at Edinburgh, Au« 
goA 23., to do homage, and fnrear fealty to lum as 
fiiperior lord of Scotland; which he modeftly afw 
firmd, all the former kings of Scotland had done 
to all the former kings of England, fi^om the days 
of Brute the Trepan "^^ To thk fummons he 
received a contemptuous and provoking an^er, 
from Prince David, Duke of Rotbfay, who was 
"Aen in the caftle of Edinburgh ; on which he 
starched forward and befieged that caftle". But 
he fban raifed thi fiege, and returned into Eng- 
land, witlioot having done any thing worthy of 
his mighty preparations. 

Henry-'sha^retreat from Scotland wasprt^bly Rmftst 
ewing to the intelligence he had receivedof a new ^J^l^^y^ 

*' FroiiTart} tDni.4. c»s^» Hall, f.Z5. Rym. Feed. torn. 8. p.zx79 
Mi$i 1I9* X4Z* ** V^ML p»ti5. sjs«-l57. 

. '^ Id. ibid. P.15S. 
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▲J>.i4oo. ienemy« This was the famous Owen ap Griffith 
^"~^^ ^ Vaughan, Lord of Glendoudwy, commonly calU 
ed Owen Glendour^ a gentleman of high Ipirit 
and great courage, defcended from Lewellen, the 
laft of the ancient princes of Wales^ In his youth 
he had ftudied the law in the inns of court, was 
called to the bar, and became elquire of the body 
to Richard II. On the late revolution, he retired 
to his eftate, and carried on a kindof petty war 
with Reginald Lord Grey of Ruthyn^ about cer- 
tain latids to which each of them laid claim. 
Henry efpoufed thecaufe of LordGrey,andiffued 
aproc]amationfromNortharapton,September 1 9*!, 
commanding all the men capable of bearing arms, 
in the counties of Warwick, Leicefter, Nottingw 
ham, Derby, Worcefter, Salop, Stafford, Gloucef- 
ter, Hereford, and Northampton, to repair imme- 
diately to his ftamlard, to march into Wales to 
reduceGlendourwho wasdeclared a rebel. Owen, 
on the very day after this proclamation, burnt 
Lord Grey*8 town of Ruthyn, declared himielf 
Prince of Wales, and was generally acknowledged 
as fuch by his countrymen. Thus, from a private 
difpute, a national war coniimenced, which conti- 
nued feveral years,*1 Henry marched into Wales; 
but Owen retiring to the mountains, he was 
obliged to retire without feeing an enemy. 
Negotia. This whole year was fpent in negotiations be- 
tions with tween the courts of England and France; the foru 
mer foliciting a peace or long truce, the latter 

^ Carter yo|.ft. p.649>&c. Rym. Feed. t. 8* p. i6q. Walfing. 
p,i64* Otterbournef p.s»3o. 
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demanding the reftoration of the young Queen AJ>.z4oo; 
Ifabella, widow of Richard XL, and her fortune. "' -^ 
When Charles VL recovei'ed from his fits of 
frenzy, preparations were made for invading 
England; when he relapfed, the negotiations 
were refumed. Henry earneftly delired to re- 
tain the young queen, and procure her in mar- 
riage for his elded fon, the Prince of Wales. At 
length, however, a truce for thirty years was 
concluded, and the young queen reftored. " t 

Henry called a parliament, January 20. A.D. AD.z40i« 
1401., which granted him ample fupplies *^ A ^^^, 
marriage was negotiated, and at laft concluded, daughter. 
March 7., between Lewis of Bavaria, eldeft fon 
of the Emperor of Germany, and the Princefs 
Blanch, the King's eldeft daughter, with whom 
he gave a portion of 40,000 nobles. *' 

While Henry was engaged in thefe works of War with 
peace, Owen Glendour, at the head of great ^*^**' 
bodies of Welfli, who now owned him for their 
prince^and crowded to his ilandard, made inroads 
into the Engliih borders, plundering the country, 
aiid killing many of the inhabitants. To revenge 
thefe infults, Henry invaded Wales twice thia 
year, in June and OiSlober : but to little purpofe ; 
the Welih retiring at his approach, and renewing 
their incurfions at his departure '*• In one of 
thefe incurfions, Glendour gained a confiderable 
victory in Fembrokeihire, which raifed his repu- 
tation and increafed his followers. 

^ Ryin.F<sd. p.1459 153. ** Cottoti> p.405. 

^ RynuFoed. t.8. P.Z79. 

^ Vita R. n. p,i74i &c. RTin. Fad. p. aa^. 
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AJSkt4o»^ Memy wm not only bani&d by this levok of 
A Jot ~* *^® WeHh, but expofed to the dark attempts of 
domeftic traitors. By one of thefe he was in 
great danger of lofing bia life^ towards the end 
of this year. An inftrument of fteel, with three 
long and (harp points, was concealed in his bed, 
that when he lay down one of them might nm 
into his body ; but he fortunately perceived it, 
and efcaped the danger. The author of this plot 
could never be difoovered. * 
iUiKi4«». The revolt of Owen Qlendour appeared more 
W^LT formidable than ever in the fpring of this year. 
7!^e Welfli ftudents in the univerfities and inns 
of coutti the apprentices in London and other 
towns, and even the common artificers and la- 
bourers, returned into Wales to join his ftandaird, 
in hopes of recovering the long-lod indepen- 
dency of their country. Owen took the fieldearly, 
engaged and defeated his ancient antagonift the 
Lord Grey, and made him prifoner^^ Sir Ed- 
mund Mortimer, uncle to the young Earl of 
March, eoUefting all the friends and vaffals of 
that family, to prevent the devastation of theiir 
lands, nmde up an army of la^ooo men ; with 
which>h6engagedGlendour,June^2.,neariKnigli» 
ton in Radnorfhire ; but was defeated, and taken 
prifoner, and iioo of his men flatn^'. Though 
Henry was iiot ill plealed at the captivity df 
Mortimer, be was alarmed at the progrefe of 
Glendour, and iffoed a prodamation to all tbe 
military tenants of the crown, except thofe in 

^' Walling, p, 364* Ottevbourne, p. 9^0. 
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tbe nortkern countiefl, to meetlibn atShnvwlbttiy AJ>^»«oft. 
Atigoft 27.9 to march with him againft the rebels 
in W&les ^\ He dwided bis anny into ttoee bo^ 
dies ; gave the command of one to hiseIcteft.foii 
Henry Prince of Wales, of anothw to the Earl of 
Arundel, referving the command of the third to 
him&If. They entered Wales at three diflferent 
places, to furround the Welih army, and jMrienrent 
tbeir efcape. But the WeUh kept on the moun- 
tains, and avoided an engagement ; and the £n^ 
li& armies were fo dillrefled by the fisarcityof pn>* 
vifions, and inceflant rains (raifed, iay the con- 
temporary hiftorians, by the necromancy of Oweft 
Olendour), that they wei^ obliged to returii, 
without effecting any thing of importance. '' 

Henry's a&irs fiicceeded better in another 
quarter where he was not prefent. About Whit- 
fiintide this year, rumours were circulated with 
great induflry, chiefly by, the Francifcan friars, 
that King Richard was alive, had made his e&ape 
into Scotland, and would come &om thence in m 
few weeks, at the head of an atmy, to lecovarfais 
crown. Thefe (rumours feem to have givenfieniy 
grut uneafineft. He publiihed proclamation 
after proclamation, declaring titetn tobe falfe', 
and threatening death to all who dared to^MacI 
then; and ibveral perfons, particularly SirRoger 
GburendoB, with hii fquifeand valet, and eleven 
prieAs and firtars, weise executed for ^reading 
tfaefe £dfe reports ^\ Agreeable to^thefe reports^ 
a body of 10,000 Seots, commanded by Aichi* 

*" RyiiuFoed.t.8. p.a7i- 

*^ l^fCa> Feed. ul. p. %S5* «6x« Otterbouni^ ?'^S4» ' 
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AJ>.x4o«. bald Earl of Douglas, entered England in July, 
publifliing, as they advanced, that King Richard 
was with them, and inviting all his fiibje6ls to 
join them ; which feems to have had little ef- 
fe6l "• They puflied their deftrtj6live ravages 
beyond Newcaftle: but on their return, they 
were met by an army colle6ted in the northern 
counties, commanded by Henry Earl of Nor- 
thumberland and other barons, at Homildon-hill, 
near Wooller. There, on Holy rood day, a bloody 
battle was fought, in which the Scots were de>- 
feated by the fuperior dexterity of the Englifli 
archers. The Earl of Douglas, obferving that his 
men could not (land the ihowers of arrows, 
poured in upon them, alighted from his horfe, 
feized a pike, and trufting to the goodnefs of his 
armour, followed by feveral other loxds and gen- 
tlemen, rufhed into the thickeil of the Englifh 
archers ; where he was overpowered, and taken 
prifoner, together with the Earls of Fife, Mur- 
ray, Angus, and Orkney, the Lords Montgo- 
mery, Erfldne, and Innernethy, and about eighty 
knights ^^ The Lord Gordon, Sir John Swinton, 
with about eighty other knights and gentlemen, 
and a confiderable number of common people^ 
were killed. " 
Noprifon- Henry was tranfported with joy at the news of 
^mn^ this vi6lory,and fentthe ftridteft commands to the 
Earl of Northumberland, Henry Percy, common- 
ly called Hot/pUTj his fon, George Dunbar, Earl 
of March in Scotland (who had revolted to the 

^ Rym. Feed. t. 8. p.»6z. 

^ Ottcrtwum*^ p.»36, %sf. W«liinf . p. 366. «» Id. ibid . 

Englifli) 
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J£Q^iih)/and ta other baraas not to i-^o^maby Aj>a4^. 
of their prifoners, without his particular permif- 
fioQ ^" : a command which was not very agreeable 
to thoie who received it, and which fome of them 
refufed to obey» 

The Eariof Northumberhmdy and his valiant aj}.i4<q. 
Ton Hotfpur, in particular, who had been the fchirf Ckmfpira. 
inftraments of fining this great vi6lory over the e^^u </ 
ScotS;, and even of raifing the Duke of Lancafter Noitbum. 
4o the throne, were not a little di%ufted at the worcefter 
peremptory tone (rf* that comnuind. They had alfo ^« 
ibmeotber caufes of difcontent Sir Edmund Mor- 
timer was their near relation ; and though th^ 
had made frequent applications, they never could 
obtain permiffion to treat withOlendour about his 
ranfom ; becaufe Henry both feared and hated the 
houfe of Mortimer, on account of their preten^ 
^ons to the cfown. Thomas Percy Earl erf* Worces- 
ter, brother to the Earl of Northumberland, had 
^een much beloved and &voured by the late 
King Richard ; and though he had alfo been ho- 
noured and employed by Henry, he ftill retained 
a fecret indignation againft him for the murder of 
his former maften Thefe noblemen, by communi- 
cating their compIaints,infIamed each others paf- 
fioQs, and at length refolved to exert all their 
power and influence to dethrone Henry, and place 
the crownon the head of theyoungEarl of March 
the lineal heir. They communicated their defign 
to their prifoner, the Earl of Douglas, and grants 
0d him bis liberty, on condition of his joiningtheqi 

* 

vot.ix. c with 
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dUD.t4^. inth his fellDwerB ; to which he confenfted. They 
^-^"^" alfo admitted ittto thck confederacy Owen Glen- 
dour, and his prilbner Sir Edmund Mbrtiinery 
"who agreed to join them with 10,000 men, as 
foon as they approached the confines of Wales.^ 
Take aims. If this plot had been executed with as much 
ptudence as it was planned, it would probably 
liavedeprived Henry of his crown, which doft him 
lb much guilt and labour to acquire. But the pre- 
"dpitandy of Hotfpur, and the too great cautioner 
timidity of his father, difconcerted all their mea- 
'Aires. The Earl of Douglas having joined young 
Percy about the beginning of July, they matched 
^Ibrwftrd to meet their Welfli confederates, ti^ 
Earl of Northumberland promiflngto fbllowthem 
iaimediafei^y wrth a great body of men ; apro- 
mife which be did not perform in proper time. 
They were joined by the Earl of Worcefter anfi 
^his followers,' at Stafford ^. When they arrived 
at Shrewibuiy, afid were about to inveft th^t 
•town, they were furprifed at the apjiearance of 
'the royal army, which had been cotle6ted with 
^reat estpedition ; the Scotch Earl of Mardi vehe: 
tnentlypreffing Henry to prevent the increafe and 
junction of his enemies^ by the celerity of his mo- 
tions ^\ On July 20., when the two armies were 
in fight of each other, the Earl of Worcefter fertt 
a kind of manifefto to Henry, full of the bitterest 
inve6tives, aocufing him — of many a6ts of per- 
jury,— of the murder of Kingllichard,-^5)f titie 
^furpation of the crown from the true heir^ tte 

» OtteriKMirne, p*»8<H Ac T. Walfingf; p, 367., &c, 
^ Hallff.ax* '*' OtterbourDe> a4Z. ^ 
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&f 1 of March,—- and of various otlier crhntt ^. AJ^.upu 
This inflammatory paper put an end to all hopes "-""^^ 
of accommodation i and both parties prepared 
for battle againft next day. 

On the rooming of July ai., both armies were Batdeoi 
drawn up in order of battle, on the plains of Har- ^T^' 
tkfield near Shrewibury. The Scots commanded 
by the valiant Earl of Douglas, began the a£lioa 
by £o furious an attack on the van of the royal 
army, that it was thrown into diforder, and ite 
leader^ the young Earl of Stafford, flain. King 
Henry, who commanded the main body of his 
army, advanced with great rapidity with a rein- 
forcement; which encouraged his troops to ralfy 
and repel the enemy. In a little time the battle 
became general, and raged with uncommon fury. 
£ach of the armies confifted of about 14,000 of 
Ike beft troops in Britain. The leaders on both 
fides were easily brave, fired with the moft vio« 
lent animofity, and fought for their fortunes, 
honours, and lives, which rendered the conffift 
exceedingly fierce and obfl^inate. The King di£^ 
jksijed ^ mod confummate prud^ice as a gene<* 
ml, and the moft undaunted courage as a foldier, 
kflliag, ni it is faid, a great number of his enemies 
with Us own hand. He was nobly fupportcd by 
hia fim the Prince of Wales, who (though he was 
wounded in the &ce at the beginning of the ac- 
tion) gaTe a ipecimen of that intrepidity which 
aftecwarde acquired him fo much glory. On the 
other fide, young Hotfpur and the Earl of Dou- 

c 2 glas 
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AJ>.i4o^ glas arefaid to have pecfbrined prodigies of va- 
^'^■"■-' lour* Victory hovered over tlie two armies about 
three hours, fometimes feetning to indiae to the 
one, and (bmetimes to the other. At lei^^th Hot- 
fpur being killed by an unknown hand, his troops 
were quite difpirited, and fled with great precipi- 
tation, leaving almoft one half of their compa- 
nions, killed, wounded, or prifoners. Thelols of 
the royal army in kill^ and wounded, was alfo 
very great. The Earl of Worc^er^ the. Bacon of 
iKinderton, and Sir Richard Vernon, having been 
taken^ were beheaded two days after the battle* 
The Earl of Douglas was alfo taken ; but was 
treated with all becoming civility and reipeiS;. ^' 
ThcEari of - The Eatl of Northumberland, recovered from a 
WkQddif- I'eal or feigned indifpofition, was JEar advanced 0D 
tiands his hiB uiarch. With a body of men, to join the con- 
*™y' federates, when he received the melancholy newi 
of their defeat, and of the death of his heroic ion 
Hotfpur, and of his brother the Earl of Worce£^ 
ten Quite difpirited by thefe great diiafters^ he 
diiibanded his little army, and retired to his 
caflle of Warkworth in Northumberland; ^ 
Northum- , AftcrHeury had obtained this great vidtory, he 
^^^^ marched northward, and byprohibiting histroopa 
and fubjed:s from plundering thofe whohad been 
engaged in the late rebellion,ando£rering pardon 
to all who fubmitted to his authoority, and took anr 
oath required of them, he quieted the mindsof the^ 
people, and r^ildred the tranquillity of the coun^ 

^ T. Walfing. p. 3689 369. Otterbourney p.343»944. IbiH, 
fi*. Sk3t 44. ♦* Otterbourae, p. a44* T. Walfing. p. 369. 
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try^K The Earl df NorthomberlaQd, encoioraged 4a[>«i4oj;\ 
hy the gentlenefs of thefe meafures, came to 
York, Auguft ii., threw hitnfelf at the King's 
feet, and implored his mercy. Henry, greatly 
incenfed at tlie Earl's late behaviour, which had 
endangered his crown and life, received him Xvitfe 
a frown: butibon recoUe^ing bis former fer- 
vices, and commiferating his fallen ftatei^ he 
granted him his life ; and, a few months after,, 
be reilored him to his honours and eftate, depriv* 
iQg him only of the Ifle of Man, and the govern- 
ment of Berwick, and fome other places, of 
ftrength.^ 

Thdugh Henry had been fo fortunate as to fup- ad. tW 
prefs this dangerous rebellion in a little time, be ^^* 
was ftill furrounded with many enemies, and ex* an/d^- 
pofed to many dangers. The French were raifing 
one army, under the Dukeof Burgundy, tobefiege 
Calais,and another, under the Duke of Orleans, to 
invade Guienne, while a body of their troops ac« 
tually landed in the Ifle of Wight, and an army of 
Britons plundered and burnt Plymouth ^^ The 
Scots were watching an opportunity to invade the 
north ; Owen Glendour was at the head of a great 
army in Wales; much dtlcontent reigned amoogfb 
his Etiglifli fub)e£ts ^ and his exchequer was fo 
exhau(ied,that he was obliged to difbaiid his army 
for want of money ^. But all thefe clouds were 
difpelled by Henry's prudence and good fortune,* 
and the dkcord and folly of his enemies. The 

^ Rym.Fced. t. 8. p. 3fto» 3»Z9 jaa. 
< ^ T. Walimg* p. 369. Otterbottme, p.ft45» 

^7 Hifioire de Fcaace,, fur M- Villar> . toni« la.. ^404* T* Wi^- 
fiog. p. 369. ^^ Id. ibid. . 
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Digitized by 



Google 



at HISTOEY OP BRITAIN- Boi*V. 

AJXI404, violent animofity which reigned between the 

' ^ Dnkes of Burgundy and Orleans difboncerted 

all the ibhemes of France ; Owen Glendour fpent 

bis time chiefly in eftaUifbing his authority in. 

Wal^,. and forming an alliance with the French; 

courts the Scots were amufed with negotiations^ 

and the EnglHb malcontents vented their fpleea 

infecret murmurs and trifling plots; while Henry 

replraiflied his exchecper, by bedding two par* 

Uaments this year, one at Weftminfter in January^ 

and another at Coventry in October, from eaeb 

of which he obtained large fuppliea ; and by va^- 

rious other means. ^ 

AJXI405. The difcontents of the EhgUfli daily increafed ; 

of tht ^^ ^ dangerous confpiracy was formed tn the 

AitkbMliop beginning of this year, fay Richard Serope Arcb^ 

J^^^ bf&op of York, Henry P^cy Earl of Northwui. 

berland, Thomas Mowbray earl maiAAl) Thck 

mas Lord Bardolj^and many others,to dethrone 

Henry, and place the crown on the head of the 

young Earl of March. When their plot, as they 

imagined, was ripe for exeeudon, the ArchbiCbc^ 

publiihdd a manifefto, accufing Henry of perjury, 

murder, ufurpation, tjrranny, and many other 

crknes, declaring him excomiBunicated, promi£> 

ing the pardon of fin and a place in heaven, to 

.all who aflifl:ed in dethroning him, and denoun^ 

cing damnation on all who dared tofupport bim^% 

This mani£sfl:o produced a great e£^; and when 

the Archbiihop ere6led his flandard at York» 

-» Villar, torn. x». p.4e4. RyoL B«d. tcnu S* p.jj^ J6j; J65, 
3^ 3^7> 3681 569. T.WaltBg. 9.3^370^ 

^ AngliaSaorit t««U9.p.36». 
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fmh multiitudes crowded to it, that he fbpp AjXz^oj*; 
^pdhimfelf at the head of an army of 159O00 
men^ with which he encamped on Shiptonrixu>ors 
May 9*, expe^ing to be foon joined by the ^ai^l ^ 
of NorthuiOiiberlaiid, the Lord Bardolph,, amj^ 
1^^ followers* ^' 

Tbi3 fuddeo and formidable infurreftion made Rebenion 
9r mi0Uy vpi&. Henry, who was Ijhen at London, ^»pp«^«^ ' 
<rqlle6l9d all the forces he could, and marched 
northward : his third ion, John of Lancafter, an^tjl 
!Q4ph Nevil, £arl of Weftmpreland, raifed ^ 
little army in great hafte, with which they ap< 
preached the infnrgents. But the Earl finding 
l^em much flronger than he Qxpe6ted, had re* 
couple to art, and employed a ftratagem, which 
h^d its full effed);. He lent a meflenger to the 
Archbifhop and the ]l^arl Marfhal,. demanding 
the reafon of their appearing in arms, and wiflw 
ing to know their complaints and their deiires^ 
that, if they were reafonable, they might be 
granted, and the effufion of blood prevented^ 
7?he ArchbUhop and Earl fent him a fchedule of ' 
their demands, which were probably much lo.weif 
than thofe in the late manifefto. Whatever thejf 
were, Weftmoreland pretended to be pleafed with 
them, and requeiled tha^ a conference might'be 
held by an equal number of the ci^efs of both 
parties in the middlebetweenthe two armies. The 
Earl Marfhal difcovered a reluctance to comply 
with thifit requeft» ^t^fpe^ic^ that fome treachery 
was intended ; but at length yielded to the earnef^ 
intreaties of the Archbifliop. At the conference^ 

c 4. ^ Weil- 
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AJ>.t4os.' Wellmorelanda6led his part with fuch dexterity, 
that he baaiflied all fufpicion fram the minds of 
the confederated chiefs j he approved, with the 
greateft feeming fincerity, of the feveral articles 
of the tteaty, and folemnly fwore to procure the 
King's ratification of it. When this important 
bufinefs was concluded, he called for wine, and 
propofed, that the chiefs of the oppofite parties* 
ihould embrace and drink together, in fight of 
both armies, to convince them, that a perfefl: 
reconciliation had taken pkce. When they were 
drinking the Earl fuggefted to the prelate, that 
it was no longer neceffary to keep their armies, 
together, and that therefore each of them fhould 
fend a meflenger to his troops, to acquaint them*' 
that a peace was made, and to give them leave^ 
to depart immediately to their own homes. The 
Archbiihop, who was as credulous as he was^ 
fincere, fent the meflage propofed, which -was^ 
obeyed ; the Earl fent a fimilar meflage, but by* 
one who underftood his meaning ; and it was 
not delivered. When Weftmoreland obferved 
the infurgents difperfing, and in confufion, he 
ttirew off the malk, and made the Archbiihop, 
the Earl Marflial, and all their friends, who had 
come with them to the conference, prifoners,' 
by a party of his own men, who came up at that 
moment for that purpofe. As foon as this news 
reached the remains of the confederate army, 
every one confulted his own fefety, and fled with' 
the greateft precipitation. ^* 

^' This fingular trania^on feenu to be one of the beft fubje^ for 
tiagedj in the Englilh hiflory. 

The 
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The noble prilbners, whohad b6en thus artfully AJ).i4o^ 
enfhared, were condu6l:ed,firft toPomfret, where ^' '^' ^ 
the King arrived with his army, Junes-, ^^^ ^^^^^' 
to York, where Sir William Fulthorp, who was 
eonftituted chief juftice of the king's bench for 
that purpofe, pronounced a fentence of death on' 
the Archbifliop, JuneS., and he was beheaded the 
fame day, wilii many circumftances of mean and 
wanton cruelty, which he bore with the greateft 
patience and compofure". The Earl Marfhal 
and the other prifoners ihared the fame fate. ^* ' 

Henry, having puniflied the people of York The n«th 
for their attachment to their late archbifliop, by 
depriving their city of all its privileges, marched, 
at the head of 37,000 men, in purfuit of the 
Earl of Northumberland, the Lord Bardolph, 
and other infqrgents of the north ". At Durham 
he commanded the Lord Hafliings, the Lord 
Fauconbridge, Sir John Colvile of the Deal, and 
Sir John Griffith, who had been in the infurrec* 
tion at York, to be beheaded^*. The Eatl of 
Northumberland, Lord Bardolph, and their fol- 
lowers, unable to make head againft fo great a 
force, took fhelter in Berwick, and not thinking 
themfelves fafe there, they delivered the town 
to the Scots, and put a garrifon of their own 
people into the caftle, and fled into Scotland to 
the Lord Fleming, by whom they were kindly 
received and entertained ^\ The Scots, not 
thinking the town of Berwick tenable, fet it on 

" T. WaMag. p. 373- ** AngHa Sacara, p. 370. 

^ r. Walfing. p.374- ^'HaSl^f. 23. 



1 Otterinunic^ P«>5^ W* 



fire, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BookV- 

A.D.I405. fire, and marched home. The garriiGm in Ae 
"^'^ caftle attempted to de&od themfelves; but ooe 
of the towers being demolUhed by the Ihot of a 
great cannon, they were obliged to fiirreiider at 
difcretlon ; and the governoic (fim to the Lord 
of Greyftock) and all the chief men were be^ 
lieaded ^^ In his return fouthwatd the King re** 
duced the caiUes of Aluwick and Warkworth^witlvi 
out much difficulty* When he arrived atPom&et, 
Auguil 10., he madeagrant of feveralgreat eftaten 
of the E^irlof Northumberhnd,theLordBardo1|)ih9 
and the late Earl Marlhal, to his own queem ^^ 
Thtt&c Hemy had fent his eldeft fon, the Prince of 
^J^ Wales, in the ^ring oiF this year, before thct 
troubles in the north broke out, with a. ibialjl 
army, againft Owen Glendoiu*} uid that heroi<; 
prince defeated a much fupecipr »rmy Qt tho 
Welfti, March 1 1., near Grofmont in M^imoutb* 
fliire ^. But a French fleet of 140 iail arrived 
at Milford-haven, and landed an army of id^ooo 
men, which made afiaira in Wales, take a different 
turn. Glendour, with the affiftance of his French 
allies, beiieged and took Cairmarden, whicb 
made Henry haften his return from the north ^% 
When he arrived at Hertford with hia army^ 
September 4«, he ifliied a proclamation, repre^ 
fenting that the kingdom was expofed to great 
danger by the jun6lion of the French and Welfli 
— that his treafures were ex;haufted by his ex-» 
pedition into the north -^ that the tenths ao4 
fifteenths granted by parliament could not be 

*• Otterbournc, p*a56> »57* '•RyW. F^i tWVS- p*40«« 

^ Id* ibid. p. 390. ^'^ T. WalfiAg, 374^ ()tJ«:lwWHWt.p-»58* 
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levied till Martinmas — that he ftood in Heed of a &.TI1405. 
great fhm of money immediatdy, to enable him. "^^-^"-^ . 
to inarch into Wales; and commanding tht 
flierifi& to call before them the richefl man in 
liieir feveral connties, and prevail upon them to 
advance money on the credit of* the tenths and 
fifteenths*'. Retdrded by this want of money 
and other obftades, he did not enter Wales till 
about the middle of O&ober ; and the feafon 
proving uncommonly rainy, the roads imprao* 
tiddde^ and provifions fearce, he was obliged to 
return, without efieS;ing any thing, having kft 
fifty waggons, containing the moil valuable part 
of his baggage ^K About the fame time Gkn^ 
dour's French auxiliaries returned into their 
own country. Before Hairy fet out on his expe* 
dttion into Wales, he granted the Ifle of Man to 
Sir William Stanley, in whbfe pofterity it ftUl, in 
ibme re^f>e£ts, remains* ^ 

Though the Earl of Northumberland, and hia AD.z4o6» 
fiiend the Lord Bardolph, had been obliged to fy bJrUmd*' 
into Scotland, Henry ftfll dreaded their influence and Bar- 
and rdentment, and ardently deiired to have ^^^^ 
their perfons in his pofieffioo. With this view 
he prc^fed to feveral n6blemen of Scotland, 
who had been his prifoners ever fince the bat- 
tles of Homikbn and Shrewsbury, to grant them 
their Hberty, if th^ would prevail upon their 
friends to feize and deliver up the two Englifb 
enies. Thefe noblemen, weary of tbejr long 
confinement, entered into his views, and com- 

** Rym. Feed. torn. 8.>4X»* ^^vOttacbponiik p*2s9* 

^ Rym, Feed. t. ^.>.44o. 
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AD.I466; municated them to their friends, who under- 
took to accomplish what they, defired. But this 
defign having reached the ears of the Lord 
Fleming, he imparted it to his noble guefts^ 
who made their efcape into Wales, and joined 
Glendour, with whom they had kept up a con- 
ftant correfpondence. •* 

': Though all the fchemes that had been formed 
for dethroning Henry had mifcarried, the nation 
was ftill full of malcontents, who eameftly wiflied. 
bis fall. Reports were propagated from time to 
time that King Richard was alive in Scotland,and 
would foon return to reclaim his crown ; and thefe 
reports, however improbable, were believed by 
many *^* The remonftrances of parliament con- 
tained bitter complaints of his exactions and mi£> 
government. Sir John Tibetot, ipeaker o£ the 
koiife of commons, in a fpeech addreffed to the 
throne, faid — that the kingdom waaimpoveriflied^ 
by exceffive impofitions, and nothing done for its 
benefit— that ninety-fix towns and caftles were loil 
in Guienne, and the reft in danger — that Ireland, 
was almoft loft, though much: money had faeenr: 
given for its defence — that the marches towards 
Scotland were in a bad condition — the rebellion 
in Wales ftill continued — thefea was ill guarded^ 
and the merchants ruined r— the expences of the 
houfehold were excefiivejand the court filled with 
a fet of worthlefs rafcals ^^ Henry heard theie 
angry ^eeches with perfeA compofure, and pur% 

*5 T. Walfing. p.375. •« Otteiboumc, p.a(Ji. 

"^ Pavfiamoit Hi& A. D. 1406. 
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filed his own meafui^es : he bad even the art to pro- 
cure a large fupply from that very parliament« 

The war againiC Glendour was this year con- war in ' 
diifted by the Prince of Wales with fpirit, but Wales, 
with no great iiiccefs. He compelled the garri* 
fon in the flrong caftle of Aberyftwith to agree 
to furrender it againft a certain day ; but before 
that day arrived^ Glendour turned out that gar* 
rifon, and put another in its place. ^^ 
. To the calamitieR of inteiline war, which had AD. 1407. 
difquieted England for feyeral years, the miferies ^«ft»^««^«« 
4>fadeftru3»vepeftilence were now added. This 
plague raged with great violence in Lcuidon^where 
it carried off 30,000 perfons; and with greater 
violence in the country, where it extirpsU:ed 
whole families and left many houfes empty. ^ 

. As the plague was mod deftru6tive in and near The King 
London the King and court removed from thence ^^'^^ ^: 
andrefided fomepartof thefummer at the caftle r^. ^' 
0f Leeds in Kent. Defiring to be at a. greater 
diftance from the capital, the King took Ihipping 
atQueeoborough in the Ifle of Sh^pey, efcorted 
by a finall fquadron, commanded by ThomasLord 
Deunois. This little fquadron was attacked At the 
|nouth<^the Thames by a fleet of French pirates^ 
who took four of the (hips, containing iever^ 
perfonsof rank, and much valuable furniture 5 
and the King efcaped with great difficulty, by the 
iwift failing of his fhip. The Lord Camois wa^ 
tried by his peers in Weftminfter-hall^ for tr^ 

ichery or cowardice, and honourably acquitted, ^f 

*■ 

** Otterfaoume, p. tit, "* T.WiiBaff. p. 376. 
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^^^^^^ The iaiplacal^ flminofi^ which had long 
Murder of ^^W^ between the dukes of Orleans and Boc- 
tiie Dake guody, and which alone had prevented the lofi of 
^ Oifctti. ^, jj^^ poffeffions of the Engliih in France, caaie 
to a crifis this yew and terminated in the murder 
of the former, in the ftreets of Paris, by aflaffina 
hired and inftigated by the latter, who vowed 
and vindicated the atrocious deed". This threw 
the kingdom of France into the moft d^orable 
difbrders, which continued many years, and 
brought it to the brink of ruin. 
AD.X4C8. The Earl of Northumberland and Lord Bar* 
^^J°f dolph perceiving the afi&irs of Glendour aa the 
decline, and having received fome encouraging 
intelligence from the north, left Wales asd re* 
turned intoScotland, where they had many,fTi«id8 
who pitied their mkfortunes. H^re theycoUe&ed 
a little army with which they entered Englandand 
recovered fome of the Eari's caftles in Northum- 
berland. Encouraged by this fuccefs, and by a 
fecret correfpondence (as it is (aid) with Sir Tho« 
nms Kokeby, flieriff of Yorkfliire, they advanced 
into that county with a few attendants, in hopes 
that the whole country wduld join them. When 
they reached Thirlk, they fet up then* ftandard^ 
andpublifhed amanifefto, enumerating Henry^i 
crimes^ and calling upon all who loved their 
country to come and affiil them in dethroning the 
murderer of his fovereign and ufutper of the 
crown. Being joined by feveral gentlemen and 
their fdUbwets, they inarched forward^ and pafled 

^ Villar. Hifioire de Franccy tom«z»; p«47j^. ^c« 
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theWherfeatWethefby. If Sir Thomas RdkebyAJB.uot. 
ever correfponded wiUi the two lords, itnaoft^" '^"^ 
hxve been only with an intention to enfnarethem. 
IV>r he had now cdle£ted a confiderable army, 
witii which he attended all their motions, and 
%ttmght them to an a£tion, February 19., on 
firamham-moor near Hafidwood, in which the 
Sari of Norihumberiand was killed, and thcf 
l/yrd Bardolph mortally wounded, and died a few 
days after »*. The bodies of thefe two noble- 
men were difmembered, and their heads and 
iimbs iet up at London and other places. '^ 

Henry was on his march nwthward, when he Tnmfc- 
xeceived the agreeable news of the viftory st^S^^h. 
!Bramham-moor, and the fall of his two mc^ dan* 
gerous enemies. He arrived at Pomfret April 8^ 
and refided there about a month, engaged in try- 
ing and pnniihing fbme of the unhappy perfons 
Dvhohad been engaged in the late infurrefition, and 
in collefttng money, by compounding with others 
"for their delinquency. Amongft thofe who were 
capitally punifhed, was the Abbot of Hayles, be- 
caufeiie bad been taken in arms'*. Having by 
'a prudent mixture of mercy and feverity, reduced 
the northern and moft di&ffe6ted parts of the 
Idngdom to fubmiflion,be returned to London. 

The iiippreffion of fo many rebellions, with tl^ AJD.1409. 
ttiin of thofe who had been concerned in them, at^^^"* 
'length difpirited Henry's enemies, and difjpofedweUh. 
them to fbbmtt to a government which they could 
not overturn. Glendour indeed was ftill unfub- 

** Ottm^tomne^ P«ft6st t6». T. Waging, p^j;;. 
^'"id.ibid. . . ?♦ Otterbourne p. a^3. 
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^^^^9^ dued; but be was fp much weakened by the de* 
ftrudlion of his confederates and the defe6tion of 
his followers, that he was no longer to be dre^ed. 
Jn the fummer of this jear, he made a laft effort, 
;by fending the greateft part of his £:mowers, under 
the command of twoof his braved partizans,Rees 
Ap Du and Philpot Scudamore, to ravage Shrop- 
•ihire. This they executed with great ferocity; 
but they were at laft defeated, many of them 
Jcilled, .their two leaders taken, cpndu6led to 
JiOndon, and there executed. The Welfli rUow 
defpairing of being able to maintain their inde- 
pendency, abandoned their new prince, and 
^quietly fubmitted to the Engliih government 
.Glendour ikulked jabout the country feveral 
j^ars, under feveral diiguifes, and at length died 
.at his daughter's houfe, at Monington in Here* 
fbrdihire, September 2o., A.D« 1415. 

AJ>.i4xo. Englandand Wales being nowreduced toaftate 
to Qf perfect fubmiiSon and tranquillity, Henry had 

TiRurfac^^' leifure to turn his attention to his foreign domi- 

tiow on nions, which he had hitherto been obliged, in ^ 
e coim- ^gj^j. ineafure, to neglefik. Fortunately for him, 
the diilra£tions of the French, which had been 
even greater than thofe of the Engliih, had pre^ 
vented them from taking advantage of this ne- 
gle£t. The diviiions and party rage of the French 
were greatly inflamed by the murder of the Duke 
of Orleansj and at length broke out into a cruel 
and bloody civil war, between the Duke of Bur- 
gundy and his party on one fide, and the young 
Duke of Orleans, his father-in-law, the Earl of 
Armagnac, and their partizans, on the Qther. 
10 Though 
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Though a truce tb^n fubfifled between England A.D.1410. 
and France, both parties earneftly folicited . ^*® 

TT • • ^ - ^^ . -, ^^ ^, « . A.P;i4i3» 

Henry's frif^ndftiip and affiftance ; and he fent the 
Earl of Arundel, with 800 men at arms, and 1000 
archers, to the Duke of Burgundy, who, with the 
aid of thefe fuccours, got pofleffion of Paris, A,D. 
141 1. " The Armagnacs (as they were called), 
dreading the confequences of this donne61;ion be- 
tween their enemies and th^ King of England, 
entered into a negotiation with Henry, offering 
him the reititution of $ill that he had lofl in 
Guienne, and other advantages for his affift- 
ance '**. Tempted by thefe offers, or perhaps with 
a view to prolong the civil war, he concluded a 
treaty with that party. May i8,, A.D. 141 2,, and 
engaged to fend them an aid of 1000 men at arms, 
and 3000 archers '\ Henry feeras to have had 
fome intention to condu6t and command thefe 
troops in perfoh j but being prevented by iick- 
nefi, or fome other caufe, he appointed his fecond 
fon, Thomas of Lancafter, now created Duke of 
Clarence, their general ^^ In the mean time, the 
King of France, the unhappy Charles VL, having 
recovered from one of thofe fits of frenzy with 
which he was frequently feized, was fo much en- 
raged at the Armagnaqs, for their defign of in- 
troducing fo great a body of Englifli troops intp 
the kingdom, that he joined the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and befieged the Dukie of Berry, pne of 
the chiefs of that party, in Bourges. While the 

n X. Walfing* p.^So. ^* Rym. Feed. t. J. p. 7^9 7x6. 7X«. 

rr Id. ibid, p,7|?» ^V Id- "*Md. p. 733. 745- 
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AD.uto* aifailants pufhed thefiege with great vigour, and 
AJ>!i I ^^^ befieged defended themfelves with great 
' — r*-> valour, they both fuffered extremely by the 
fword, famine, and difeafes ; at the fame time, 
they were both anxious about the Englifh, the 
one dreading that they would arrive too foon, 
and the other that they would arrive tck) late» 
Thefe circumftances firft gave rife to wilhes, 
and then to propofals, of peace ; of which both 
parties being equally defirous, it was foon con- 
cluded. By one article of this treaty, both par- 
ties renounced all their alliances and connec- 
tions with the Englifti. '^ 
Expedition About the time this treaty was concluded, the 
France ^^^^ of Clarence, with a confiderable army, 
landed at La Hogue in Normandy, to the ailift- 
ance of the Armagnacs. For fome days the Eng- 
li{h.army behaved in a quiet and orderly manner ; 
but when they heard of the pacification of 
Bourges, they gave loofe reins to their fury, and 
fpread ruin and defolation wherever they ap- 
peared. After they had done much mifchief, and 
colle6ted much booty, they were prevailed upon 
to defift from hoftilities, and retire into Guienne, 
by a promife of 320,000 crowns ; for the pay- 
ment of which the Duke of Orleans gave his 
brother and fome other noblemen hollages. ^'^ 
A.D.I4X3. This was the laft important tranfa6l:ion in the 
Death of reign of Henry IV. Though that prince was ftill 
^^ ' in the prime of life, he had for fome time been in 

w Hiftoire ide la France, par Viilar, t.13. p^zia, its'* 
*• T. Waifing. p. 38a. Otterbourne, p. 271, a;*, 
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a precarious ftate of health, affli6):ed with fre- AJD.141^ 
quent fits, which deprived him of all fenfation, '— v— -* 
and feemed to threaten him with immediate 
death. He was feized with one of thefe fits as 
he was at his devotion in St. Edward's chapel, 
Weilminfter ; and being carried into the abbot's 
lodgings, he there expired,March 20., A,D. 1413., 
in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the four- 
teenth of his reign. '* 

Few princes ever fat more uneafy on a throne His un- 
than Henry IV. In the firft eight years of his ^appbeft. 
reign he was harafied with almoil inceffant plots 
and infurre6lions ; and though he enjoyed more 
external tranquillity in the latter part oif it, he was 
not more happy, poffeffing neither health of body 
nor peace of mind. The great qualities of his 
eldeft fon, which ought to have given him joy, 
filled him with jealoufy and fufpicion ; and the 
frolicfome, diforderly condu A of that prince, 
when he was excluded from bufinefs, gave him 
no lefe vexation. He was much difquieted with 
remorfe for thofe crimes which paved his way to 
the throne ; nor was he without other caufes qf 
chagrin. In a word, few of his fubj66ls had rea- 
fon to envy the happinefs of their fovereign. 

Henry IV. was, in ftature, a little below the Hischa- 
middle fize, but robuft and well made. He ex- ra^«* 
celled in all the martial and manly exercifes of his 
tifliies ; and his courage was at once calm and un« 
daunted. His head was better than his heart ; his 
fchemes being formed with prudence, and gene* 

** T.Walfing. p.38». Otteibounie, p,»7i, »7a: 
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AJ).i4i3. ''aHy fucc^fsful, but not always innocent, and 
feldotn generous. As jealous as he was fond of 
power, he ftuck at nothing to obtain and keep it ; 
and was not very prone to pardon thofe who at- 
tempted to deprive him c f it. From policy more 
than principle, he prote6led the church, and per* 
fecuted heretics. Ambition was his ruling paf- 
fion ; and that, impelled by a violent gale of po- 
pular favour, hurried him into a throne, which 
involved him in many crimes and cares, and his 
country in many calamities. He would have 
been both a better and a happier man, if he had 
never been a king. Henry, by his firft wife, 
iMary de Bohun, one of the co-heirefles of Hum- 
phry de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, had four foos 
and two daughters, viz. Henry, who fucceeded 
him in the throne, Thomas Duke of Clarence, 
John Duke of Bedford, Humphry Duke of 
Glouceiler, Blanche Duchefs of Bavaria, and 
Fhiltppa Queen of Denmark. By his fecond 
yrife, Jane Duchefs of Britanny, he had no 
iffue. 



SECTION IL 

JFrpm theiuceffion of HenryV. A.D. 1413., to the accef- 
Jim of Henry YLy^A.I>. 1422. 



Henry V. 
crowned. 



HENRY V. was proclaimed, at London, 
March 2 1., and crowned at Weftminfter, 
April 9., A.D. I4I3*} and whatever objections 
might have been made to his title, no prince ever 
mounted a throne more peaceably, and few with 

greater 
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greater at)t)laiife '. His father, Henry IV., had aj).i4X3-^ 
loft all his popularity long before his death, which ^"'"^ 
made the news of that event, and of his ion's 
fucceffion, to be received with joy. 

The joy of the people of England on this occa- His youth- 
£on would have been more complete, if they had ^»^^^'°^*- 
not entertained fome fufpicions concerning the 
charafiler of their new king. That prince, in a 
very early period of life, had given proofs that he 
was poflefled of a good underftanding, great cou- 
rage, a3;ivity, generofity, and other virtues, which 
made him the object of the people VIove, and of his 
father's jealoufy \ but for four or five years before 
his acceffion having no opportunity of exerciftng 
his military talents in the field, and being quite 
excluded from the cabinet, his vivacity, and other 
youthful paflions, betrayed him into a diforderly 
courfe of life. Many ofhis irregularities were the 
mere effects of wit and gaiety of heart, and occa- 
iioned only laughter ; but fome of them wore a . 
more unfavourable afpe£l, being direct violations 
of the law, and infults on its moft refpe£table mi- 
nifters. For diforders of this nature, it is laid, he 
was twice put under confinement, firft by Sir W. 
Gafcoigne, chief juftice of England, and ^fter^ 
wards by John Hornfby, inayor of Coventry. But 
even thefe laft were the effects of wantonnefs ra* 
ther than of malice; and he fubmitted to the 
corre3;ion which they brought upon him in a 
manner which did him honour. ^ 

■ Rym. Foed torn. 9. p* x. i T; Walfing. p. %%%. 
' Thonude £lm]uun> IHu HeniiciV. Oxon. A«D.X7a7*p.xa«; 
Hair, f. I. ; AppeaiU ad Forduiii Scotidironi p. 1444* 
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A^.x4t3* Thefearsc^tiie people of England coflcerniffig 
Hischan« *^^ chaTftfteF of their king were ibon difpelled^ 
ef condua. The moment Henry V. afcended the throne, he 
became (to irfe the worda of the contemporary 
hiilorians) a new man. Determined to change 
his coj^ie of life, he difmifled the licentious com- 
panions of his former riots, with marks of his 
bounty, but with ftri6b coqimands never to ap. 
proach his perfon, till they had given fufficient 
evidence of their amendment K He fought out, 
honoured, and employed men of virtue a^ abili- 
ties J and none met with fi) favourable a reception 
from him as the chief juftice, who had committed 
him to prifbn, and others who bad offended htm, 
by the faithful difcharge of their duty, in his fa- 
therms reign. Remembering the kindnefs with 
which he had been treated by the uilhappy Rich* 
ard II., in whofe court he had been educated, he 
removed the body of that prince, with great fuBe* 
ral ppmp, from Langley taWeftminfter *. The 
Earl of March, who had been kept in a kind 
of confinement during the late xeign^ was fet at 
li]3erty, and treated with an unfufpicious franks 
nefs, which effectually gained his heart. Commi. 
ierating the &llen fortunes of the noble &mily of 
Northumberland, which had long been the bul- 
wark of the northern borders, he procured the 
deliverance of the young heir of that family from 
his captivity in Scotland, and reftored him to the 
eftates and honours of his anceftors ^ Inaword^ 

^ T.Walfing. p. 38a- Hall, f, I. HeiwV* 

-♦ Id. f.i. Stow, p. 345. ' 5 HoIingflied>p.545. 
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Henry V,, on his acceffion to the throne, dif- A.D.i4i3« 
played all the virtues of a great and good king, 
except that of refpe^ng the rights of confcience 
in matters of religion ; which was not believed 
to be a virtue in the age in wliich he flouriflied. 

The cruel intolerant fpirit of the church of Condenm- 
Rome, to which all the Chriftian world was then ^^i^ 
enflaved, excited the firft diilurbances in this ham. 
reign. The difciples of Wickliff, who were called 
LoUardSy had been cruelly perfecuted, but ftill 
iocreafed ; and were now become ib formidable, 
that they threatened the clergy with a diminu- 
tion of their power and opulence. To prevent 
this, Arundel, Archbifhop of Canterbury, deter- 
mined to crufli that dreaded and detefled fe£l, by 
ii^id;ing capital punifhments on its moil confi- 
derable members. With this view he obtained 
permiffion from the King to profecute Sir John 
Oldcaftle, Lord Cobham, for herefy ; who being 
apprehended and tried, was fweetly and modeftly 
(words ufed in the record) condemned, Oftober 
10., by the Archbilhop, to be burnt alive j and 
delivered to the fecular arm for that purpofe *. 
But he had the good fortunef^ to make his efcape 
out of the Tower before the day appointed for 
his execution, and fled into Wales, where he 
concealed himfelf more than four years. ^ 

It is highly probable that Lord Cobham was A.D.i4i4« 
much exafperated againft the clergy for having ^^ 
doomed him to fucb a painful death, and that he LordCoti- 
was not a little difpleafed with the King (whofe ^^J^ 

lards. 
* RynuPad. tom,9. p.6i—- 6<. ^ Btie»fol.43. 
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Aj>.i4t4. favour he had tncfrited by his feryioes) for havii^ 
abandoned him to the will of his enemies; but it 
inay be juftly doubted, wbetlier he carried bis re- 
ientment fo far as to form the criminal and cmri 
fchemes imputed to him by the clergy, and be- 
lieved by the King. Thefe fchemes are &id to 
have been to flirprife the King at £ltham» where 
he kept his Chriftmas, and to put him, his three 
bi'otheps, and ail the principal clergy of the kin^ 
dom, to death \ Ail we know with certainty is, 
that a confiderable number of Lollards aflembled 
in St. Giles's fields, in the night of January 6., 
A.jy. 141 4.; that they were there furprifed by 
the King, who had received intelligence of their 
meeting ; that ibme of them were taken and exe- 
cuted ; and that a proclamation was iflued, Janu- 
My 9., promifing a reward of 1000 marks to aay 
one who ihould apprehend Sir John OldcafUe, 
Lord Cobham ^ In that proclamation, the prok 
curement of the aflembly in St Giles's fields, and 
the intention of killing the King, are imputed to 
Lord Cobham ; but with what juilice it iff impod 
fible to determine. It is not known whether he 
was in that aflembly or not ; if he was in it, he 
made his efcape ; for he was not apprehended till 
about four years after, when he was hanged as a 
traitor, and afterwards burnt as a heretic. '^ 
^f^ France was at this time a fcene of the mod 

claiming (Jeplorable diforder. The unhappy Charles VL 

the crown feldom enjoying fo much reafoh as to be fit for 

ofFnmce. • ^ ^ ^ 

• Elmhamy p. 30. Tit. Livii, p. 6, 7. T, Walling, p. 3S5, 386. 
> Id. ibid. Rym. Feed. t.9. p.S9« 
» Waiang. Ypod. Neuft. ^•S9h 

govern- 
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government, the kingdom was^torn in pieces by AJ).z4X4f 
the two furious factions of Burgundy and Or- ^^~^ 
]eans ; private wars were carried on between the 
nobility of the different parties in every pro- 
vince ; towns were taken and reduced to aflies ; 
the open country defolated by fire and fword ; 
and the one half of the nation feemed determined 
to exterminate the other''. Thefe circumftances, 
it is probable, encouraged Henry V. to think of 
claiming the crown of France, and attempting 
the conqueft of that kingdom. 

This claim, it muft be confefled, was not very That claim 
well founded on any fuppofition. If the French ^^1^ 
dodfcrine of fucceffion prevailed, viz. That a fe- 
male could neither inherit the crown of France, 
nor tranfmit a title to it to her male pofterity^ 
Henry had no ihadow of right ; if the Englifli 
doctrine advanced by Edward III. prevailed, viz. 
That though a female could not inherit the 
crown of France, ihe could ttanfmit a title to it 
to Jier male pofterity ; ftill Henry had no rights 
becaufe this kind of right was evidently in the 
Earl of March, tranfmltted from Queen Ifabella 
to her fon Edward III., and from him to the 
Eari orM arch, by Philippa, only child of Lionel 
Duke of Clarence, the elder brother of John, 
Duke of Lancafter, from whom Henry derived 
all his rights. But the princes of the houfe of 
Lancafter, when they had ufurped the throne of 
England from the family of March, feem to have 
confidered that family as extin^l, and all its rights 



" H]AoaedeFiaiKeiparVa]ar,ton»i3« p>»99<^336. 

trans« 
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A.D.Z4X4* transferred to them; and it may be obferved in 
general, that ambitious princes are not the moil 
fcru(>ulous cafuifts when a crown is in queilion, 
and feems to be within their reach. 
Prepara- Though Henry had certainly formed the defign 
^ns for ^f invading France foon after his acceflion, he 
artfully concealed that defign as long as pofBble 
from thofe he intended to invade. With this 
Tiew he fought the Princefs Katharine, the 
youngeft daughter of the King of France, in mar- 
riage, with great feeming earneflnefs, and carried 
oifi conftant negotiations for a long truce or a 
perpetual peace. But he took effectual care that 
thefe negotiations fliould nqt fucceed, by rifing 
in his demands as the French advanced in their 
conceffions '^. In the mean time he was eagerly 
engaged in making preparations of all kinds for 
his intended expedition 'K A parliament, which 
met this year, granted him two-tenths and two- 
fifteenths^ befides the lands of all the alien prio- 
ries in England, to the number of i lo, and he 
received a valuable free gift from the clergy ^\ 
He* borrowed from all who could be prevailed 
upon to lend, pawning his jewels, and even his 
crown, to procure money '^ With much dili- 
g^QLCe he coUedted troops, arms, provifions, 
fliips, -and every thing neceffary. '* 

" Rym* Fad, torn. 9. p. 88 — a6i. 

'^ Id* ibid. p. %6u Elmham. ch. 15. p, 39. T. Livii^ p. 6. 
T.Walfing. p. 387. 

'* Parliament. EGft. vol.a. p. 137> &c. 

'^ Rym. Foed. torn. 9. p. 257. »63. ^71. 3849 »85, a86. 

'^ Id. ibid. p. 349— »$8« SlA^^uu&j c. i8. p. 34^ SSf 3^» 

Whea 
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When all things were ready, at Southampton, A.D.t4i5» 
July a8:; Henry threw off the maflc, by reje6ling Gonfoint^ 
all the offers of the French ambaffadors, and put- cy. 
ting an end to negotiation • While the troops were 
embarking, a furprifing difcovery was made of a 
confpiracy againft the King, by fome of his neareft 
relations and greatell favourites; particularly 
Richard Earl of Cambridge, fon to the Duke of 
York, Henry Lord Scrope of Mafliam, treafurer 
and chief confident of his royal mailer, and Sir 
Thomas Grey of* Heton in Northumberland. The 
defign of the confpirators, according to the con- 
feffion of the Earl of Cambridge, was to carry the 
Earl of March, whofe fifter he had married, into 
Wales, and there proclaim him king, in hopesthat 
the people of thofe parts would join his ftandard 
and fupport his caufe '\ The three chief conipi* 
rators were tried in a very fuminary manner, con- 
demned, and executed. The Earl of March, to 
whom the proje6l; had been communicated, and 
who probably revealed it to the King, was par- 
doned. '* 

Henry, having appointed his brother John Siege of 
Duke of Bedford regent of England, failed from ^**^: 
Southampton, 13th Auguft, M'ith a gallant army 
of 6000 men at arms, and 24,000 archers, and ar- 
rived next day on the coaft of France, about nine 
miles from Harfleur, which he foon aftjer invefted. 
After a fiege of about five weeks, that town fur- 
rendered,September 22., upon the following hard 

'^ Rym. Fad. torn. 9. p. 300. 

'^ Id. ibid. p. 303. MmbxaXf p. 36* Walfiag. p. 389. Tit. 
Iivii»p.8. 

condi* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



44 HISTORY OF BRITAIN, • Book Y. 

AJ>.X4Z5. conditions, That thirty perfons, to be named by 
' ~^ Henry, fliould be delivered to him, to be treated 
a3 he pleafed ; and that the reft of the garriibti 
and inhabitants ihould march out, and go where 
they pleafed, leaving all their goods behind theiti 
to enrich the conquerors. '* 
Henry re- Though this was a Valuable, it was not a cheap 
^^'^ conqueft ; for the uncommon heat of the wea- 
EngUncL ther, the great fatigues of the fiege, the uncau- 
tious eating of fruit, and other caufes, produced 
an epidemic dyfentery in the Englifli army, of 
which feveral perfons of rank, and about 2000 of 
the common foldiers, died ; and far greater num- 
bers were rendered incapable of fervice *^ This 
circiimftance, and the advanced feafon of the 
year, made it improper to engage in any other 
military enterprife. Henry, therefore, repaired 
the fortifications of Harfleur, invited many Eng- 
lifli families to fettle in it, by granting them the 
houfes of the former inhabitants, and furniflied it 
with a garrifon of 2000 men, under the com- 
mand of his uncle, the Earl of Dorfet,, as gover- 
nor, and of Sir John Faftolf, as lieutenant-gover- - 
nor; and then began to think of conducing the 
remainder of his troops back again to England. 
But the manner of accomplifliing this was a quef- 
tion of no little diflSculty j to determine which, 
the King called a council of all the great men of 
his army. The Duke of Clarence, the^ King's 
eldeft brother, propofed to embark the army at 
Harfleur, and fail diredlly from thence into Eng- 

'9 Tit. LiTiif p.11. Elmhain^ p.479 48. ^ £1iii]uud» p.44. 
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land. But the King» thinking that would have AJD.mx^* 
the appearance of fear, and of (hunning an en- ^^"^^-^ 
gagement, declared boldly for inarching by land , 
to Catais; and that. reiblution was adopted". 
The Duke of Clarence, the Earls of March, 
Arundel, Marihall, and many others who were 
indifpofed, took their pafiage diredily from Har- 
fleur, which ftill further diminiihed the army. " 

The landing of fo powerful an enemy as the Sute of 
King of England upon their coafts, did not ex- ^™c«* 
tinguifli the flames of fa6tion among the French} 
for while that prince was befieging Harfleur, they 
were debating in council, whether they fhould in^ 
tnill the prote6|;ion of the kingdom to the Duke 
of Burgundy or the Duke of Orleans, believing 
that it was impoffible for thefe two princes tp ^ 
eo-operate. This queflion was at length deter- 
mined in favour of the Duke of Orleans and his 
party ; which furniflied his rival with a pretence 
for adling that part which he afterwards afted, 
and which brought fo many calamities upon his 
country, and deftru6lion upon himfelf *^ So flow 
were the preparations of the French, that when 
the fiege of Harfleur had continued five weeks, 
and the Englifli army was fb much weakened, 
they had not a fufBcient number of troops to at- 
tempt the relief of that place *^ The furrender 
of Harfleur feems to have roufed them j for in 
about fourteen days after, they had collected an 
arniiy of 100,000 men to intercept the Englifli 
army in its march to Calais. *^ 

» Tit. Liyiiy p.xo. Elmhanii c.4a. p.49, " Walfing. p. 391. 

*> Hifioire de Franccy par ViUar» torn. 13. p*35p. 

^ Id. ibid. p.346« '^ Rym. F«d. torn. 9. p^su* 

It 
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A.D.I4Z5. It is hardly poffible to imagine any fituation 
!r " ^ more dangerous than that of Henry V. and his 

Dangerous ^ -^ 

fituation army, at this time. That army was now re- 
qfthcEng. ^^qq^ jq io.ooo men, of whom not a few were 

liih army. 

fick, or flowly recovering from iicknefs ; — they 
had to traverfe a long trafil of country, inhabited 
by exafperated enemies, from whom they were 
to procure provifions, lodgings, guides, intel- 
ligence, and every thing they wanted; — ^that 
country was defended by many ftrdng towns, 
interfedted by deep rivers, and guarded by an 
army of 100,000, or (according, to fome contem- 
porary writers) 140,000 men. ** 
Their Henry, undaunted by all thefe dangers and dif- 

firomHar- ^^^^^^^^^j departed from Harfleur, marching his 
fleur to army in three lines, with bodies of cavalry on the 
Agmcourt. ^i^gs. He proceeded by very eafy journies, 
that he might not fatigue his troops, or diC 
courage them by the appearance of a flight ; ob- 
ferving the ftri^eft difcipline, and paying geriB' 
roufly for every thing he received ; which in- 
duced the country-people to bring provifions to 
his camp, in fpite of all the commands they had 
received to the contrary. To keep his men in 
ipirits, and from repining, the King fared as ill 
as the meaneft foldier, always appearing with a 
cheerful countenance, and addreffing them in the 
mofl: friendly and encouraging language. When 
the Englifli army reached the banks of the river 
Somme at Blanquitake, where Edward IIL had 
pafled before the battle of Creflfy, and where they 
defigned to pafs, to their great mortification, 
they found the ford was rendered impra6licable, 
^ T. Walfing.p.391. 
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by fharp flakes driven into the bottom; andfaw AX>.X4X5« 
a great army on the other fide, ready to oppofe " "'^~ "' 
their paflage. This obliged them to march up 
the banks of that river, in quell of a place to pafs 
it ; which they fortunately found near Bethen- 
court, where the whole army got over, Ofilober 19., 
without oppofition. Proceeding on their march, 
they arrived at the village of Agincourt, in the 
county of St. Pol, on the evening of Odlober 24., 
and there beheld the whole French army, at a 
fmall diftance, dire6lly in their route*'. The 
King took an attentive view of it from an emi- 
nence, and was fully convinced, that it was im- 
poffible to proceed any further on his way to 
Calais, without a battle, and equally impoffible 
to return to Harfleur with fo great an army in 
his rear. He therefore refolved to hazard an 
a€tipn next morning, as the only means of pre- 
fer ving himfelf and his little army from deftruc- 
tion **. Some French writers indeed fay, that he 
made an offer to givis up his conqueft of Har- 
fleur^ and to repair all the damages he had done 
for a free pafTage to Calais *^ But this is neither 
agreeable to the character of his courage nor his 
prudence ; as fuch an offer would have dilpirited 
his own men and encouraged his enemies ; and 
he could not expe^ that it would be accepted. 

The Englifh army lodged in the villages of How the 
Agincourt, Maifoncelle, and fome others, on the f^^f^^ 
night of the 24th of 06lober, and met with better night be- 
accommodation than they had been accuflomed ^^L*^® 

'^ Elmham^ c. a4i %S* P»54 — S9* Tit. Livii, p. zsH^X5. T. Wal- 
ing. p.39». * T. Walfing. p. 39a. 
** Labouroir, I.J4. c.6» VUlar} torn. 9. p»$s^» 

to 
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AJ>.i4x^. to for fome time pad, and fpent part of their 
"• '-^ time in mutual exhortations to fight bravely in 
the approaching battle ^^ The King, overhear- 
ing fome of his nobles exprefling a wifh, that the 
many brave men who were idle in England were 
prefent to affift them, cried out — " No ! I woiild 
'* not have one man more — if we are defeated 
«* we are too many — if it fliould pleafe God to 
** give us the vi6lory, as I truft be will, the 
*• finaller our number the greater our glory ^\** 
The moon happening to (hine very bright, 
Henry, with fome of his bed officers, carefully* 
examined the ground, and pitched upon a field of 
battle, admirably calculated to preferve a fmall 
army from being furrounded by a great one. It 
was a gentle declivity from the village of Agin- 
court, of fufficient extent for his fmall army, de- 
fended on each fide by hedges, trees, and brufh- 
wood. Having placed guards and kindled fires 
on all fides, the Kkig and his army betook them- 
felyes to reft ; except fuch as were of a more fe- 
rious turn of mind, and, confidering that as the . 
laft night of their lives, fpent it in devotion. ^^ 
How the The French, exulting in their numbers, confi- 
Frcnch dcRt of vi6lory, and abounding in provifions, 
^*° * fpent the night in noify feftivity, and in forming 
fanciful fchemes about the difpofal of their pri- 
foners and their, booty. It was in general refolved 
to put all the Englifh to the fword, except the 
King and thechief nobility, who were to be taken 
prifoners for the fake of their ranfoms. ^^ 

30 Elmham, p.59* ^' W» P-^i* 

3» Id. p.59. T. Uvii, p.x6. T. Walfmg. p. 39a. 

') Id. ibid. Hally Hen. V. f. 16. 
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On the morning of Friday, the memorable AD.i4i5. 
25th of Odlober, A.D. 141 S-j tlie day of Crifpin Ordcrof 
and Crifpianus, the Engiilh and French armies batt^. 
were ranged in order of battle, each in three lines, 
with bodies of cavalry on each wing. The Con- 
ftabled' Albert, whocommandedtheFrencharmy, 
fell into the fnare that waslaid for him, by drawing 
up his army in the narrow plain between the two 
woods. This deprived him, in a great meafure, of 
the advantage he ihould have derived from the 
prodigious fuperiority of hisnumbers; obligedhim 
to make his lines unneceflarily deep, about thirty 
men in file; to crowd his troops, particularly his 
cavalry, fo clofe together, that they could hardly 
move or ufe their arms ; and in a word, was the 
chief caufe of all the difailers that followed'^. 
The French, it is faid, had a confiderable number 
of cannon of different fizes in the field j but we do 
not hear that they did any execution, probably 
for want of room ". The firft line of the French 
army, whieh confifted of 8000 men at arms on 
foot, mixed with 4000 archers, with 500 men at 
arms mounted oh each wing, was commanded by 
theConftabled' Albert, theDukejs of Orleans and 
Bourbon, and many other nobles, the Dukes of 
Alen9on Brabant, and Bar, &c. conduced the 
fecond line $ and the Earls of Marie, Damartine, 
Fauconberg, &c. were at the head of the thirdline^^ 
TheKingof England employed variousartstofup- 
ply bis defe£t of numbers. He placed 200 of his 

^ Tit.Livii, p.17. £lmkain,ca7« 

^ Id. p.6|i Tit. Livii, p.i7. Villar, torn. 9! p.36r. , 

^ Id. ibid. p. 365. ^ 

VOL. IX. B beft 
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Ajy.uis* bed archers, in Atnbufh in alowmeadoWyontfae 
flank of the firft line of the French ''• His own 
firft line confifted wholly of archers, four in file ; 
each of whom, befides his bow and arrows, had a 
battle-axe, a fword, and a (lake pointed with iron, 
at both ends, which he fixed before him in the 
ground, the point inclining outwards, to protect 
him from cavalry ; which was a new invention, 
and had a happy efiedt '*. That he might not be 
incumbered, he difmifledall hisprifoners, on their 
word of hbnour to furrender themfelves at Calais, 
if he obtained the vidlory, and lodged all his bag- 
gage in the village of Agincourt, in his rear^ under 
a flender guard ^^ The command of the firft line 
was, at his earnefi: requell, committed to Edward 
Duke of York, allifled by theLordsBeaumont,W]U 
loughby, and Fanhope; thefecondwascondu6ted 
by the King, with his youngeft brother Humphry, 
Dukeof Gloucefter, the Earlsof Oxford, Marflial, 
and Suffolk ; and the third was led by the Duke 
of Exeter, the King's uncle^. The lines being 
formed, the King, in fbining armour, with acrown 
of gold adorned withpreciousftoneson hishemlet,. 
mounted on a fine white horfe, rode along them, 
and addrefled each corps with a cheerful coun- 
tenance and animating ipeeches ^^ To inflame 
their refentment againft their enemies, he told 
them, that the French had determined to cut off 
three fingers of the right hand of every prifoner ; 
and to roufe their love of honour he dedared, 

^ HaU, Hen. V. f. i6. *• Id. Ibid. Elmham, p. 65. 

^Id.p.6o» f Hall9HtB.V.f,i^ f'GknliaiB, p«6i. 

that. 
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that every ibidier in that army who behaved weU, ajd.i4j^. 
ihould frcHn henceforth be deemed a gentleman^ 
and intitled to bear coat armour ^\ The Englifli 
archers, fired by the words and geftures of their 
king, and panting for a6tion, dripped themfelves 
almoft naked, that they might deal their blows 
with the greater rapidity and vigour. ^' 

When the two armies were drawn up in thi? BAttieof 
manner, they flood a confiderable time gazing at Agincouit. 
one another in folemn lllence. But the King, 
dreading that the French would difcover the dan- 
ger of their iituation, and decline a battle, com- 
manded the charge to be founded, aboiit |;en of the 
clock in the forenoon. At that inilaqt, the ^irll 
line of the Engliih kneeled down, and kified tb^ 
ground; and then darting up difcharged a flight 
of arrows, which did great execution among the 
crowded ranks of the French ^\ Immediately 
after, upon a fignal being given, the archers in 
ambufli arofe, and difcharged their arrows on the^ 
flank of the French line, and threw it into fbme 
diforder ^^ The battle now becamegeneral, an^ 
raged with uncommon fury. The Englifli archerg, 
having expended all their arrows, threw away 
their bows, and rufhing forward, made dre^dfi^l 
havoc with their fwordsandbattle-axes**. Thefirft 
line of the enemy was by thefe means defeated j 
its leaders being either killed or taken pnfoners« 
The fecond line, commandedby the Duke d'Alen- 
5on (who had made a vow either to kill or take 

*^ £lmham9p.6i. Villar, p.364. *' Id. p.^66. ' 

« T. Elmham, p.65. 37X. ♦' Hall, Hea.y. f. 17. 

^ Id. ibid. f. x8. 
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KD^utS' the King of England, or to perifli in tbeatten^) 
now advanced to the charge, and was encoun^ 
tered by the fecond line (^ the Englilh, condufifced 
by the King. This confliS; was more clofe and 
furiousrthan the fornien TheDuke of Gloucefter, 
woanded and unhorfed, was prote&ed by his 
royal brother, till he was carried off the field *\ 
The puke d' Alenfon forced his way to die King, 
and affaulted him with gi^eat fury ; but that prince 
brought him to the ground, where he was in- 
. ftantlydifpatched^'. Difcouragedbythisdi&fter, 
the fecond line made no more refiftance ; and the 
third fled without finking a blow; yielding a 
complete and glorious \i€toTy to. the Engliib^ 
after a violent flruggle of three hours' duration.^ 
ThekiUed The King did not permit his men to purfue the 
and taken, fugitives to agreat diftance, but encouraged them 
to take as many prifoners as they could on or near 
the field ; in which they were fo fuccefsful, that, 
in a little time, his captives were more numerous 
than hisfoldiers^^. Agreat proportionof tbefepri- 
ibners were men of rank and fortune; for many o£ 
the French nobleflebeing on foot, and loaded with 
their heavy armour, could not make their eicape« 
Among thefe were, the Dukes of Orleans wad 
Bourbon,theMarfhalBoucicaut,theCountsd'£u^ 
Vendome, Richemont, and Harcourt, and 7000 
barons, knights, and gentlemen *'. The Kench 

^7 Eimham, p.67. Tit. liv. p.ao. . ^Half, f. ig. 

^ T. Walfing. p. 593. Tit. Lit. p.ao. Tliomat (fe Efankan/s 
defisription of this battle it fo curioui a piece of boinbafi» diat I have 
giren it in Appendixi No. I. 

*• Ti$. Lit. p.ao. *• T. Otterbourn^ pi77» 
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left deadon the field of battle, the ConftaWed'Al- AJ).i4r5. 
bert, the three Dukes of A]en9on, Brabant, and 
Bar, the Archbifliop of Sens, one marihal, thir- 
teen earls, ninety-two barong, 1500 knights, and 
a far greater numberof gentleman, befides feveral 
thoufands of common foldiers^'. EventheFrench 
hiftorians acknowledge that the lofs of the Eng- 
lifli was inconfiderable ; and thofe of our own 
contemporary writers who make it the greateft, 
affirm that it did not exceed a hundred ; and 
that the Duke of York' and the Earl of Suffolk 
were the only great men who fell on that fide in 
this memorable aSlion^^ So ailonifhing, on 
fome occafions are the events of war, and fo fatal 
the errors of thofe to whom the condufifc of armies 
is committed! For to the grofs errors com- 
mitted by the Conftable d^ Albert, as much as to 
the wife meafures of Henry, and the heroic va- 
lour of the Englifh, the difgrace and ruin of the 
French army may be imputed. 

The advanced feafon of the year, with the want Hetty*^* 
of a fufficient number of men, prevented Heniy ^^^ 
from making any other ufe of his great victory Und. 
than to purfue his march to Calais, with his fpoils 
and prifoner8^\ Having there reded and re* 
freflied his troopa, he embarked for England, No« 
vember i6., with his principal prifoners, and ar- 
rived at Dover that fame evening ; where lie was 
received with tran^orts of joy, many of the peo- 
fie plunging into 3ie fea to meet his bai'ge "• 
At his triumphant entry into London, Novemti 

^^ T* Ot&rbouraey p.a77. T* EhnhaiOf p. 68. Viilar^ t.i3* p.s75« 
^f T* £lmlaiD;i p* 6^ ^ Id* ibid* ^' Elmhaniy p. jt^, 
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AJ>.r4r5..ber 13., the (hows and pageants exhibited by the 
"' ~ citizens (fays a contemporary writer) were fo nu- 
merous, that it would have required a volume to^ 
defcribe them^*. One of the mod valuable'prooft 
they gave him of their good-will was, a prefent of 
£1 000, in two gold bafons, each worth ^500. ^^ 
A.p.1416. The lamentations in France were as loud as the 
with the acclamations in England, there being fewfamilies 
Duke of in it who did not mourn the lofe of fome relations 
^^^dy- ^|j^ |j3^ fallen in the fatal battle of Agincourt. 
The diftradlions which teigned in the court and 
councils of that kingdom after that battle can 
hardly be defcribed. The exclufion of the Duke 
of Burgundy from all fliare in the government, by 
the prevailing fa6tion of the Armagnacs, had dif- 
gufted him fo much, that he had engaged in fecret 
negotiations with the King of England. The de- 
feat at Agincourt, the death of his fon-in-law, the 
Dauphin Lewis, which happened about fix weeks 
after, and, above all, the exaltation of his raoft 
inveterate enemy, the Count d'Armagnac, to the 
office of conftable, and the chief dire^ion of all 
affairs, accelerated thefe negotiations, which ter- 
minated in a treaty of alliance, in which the Duke 
acknowledged Henry to be King of France, and 
engaged to ailift him with all his forces, to obtain 
the poffeffion of that kingdom ^\ This alliance 
with fo powerful a prince of the blood of France, 
who had fo numerous a party in that diftraSled 
kingdom, gave Henry a very probable proipa^ 
of fuccefs in his defigns. 

»• T. WalfiDg, p. 393, »' StaVf p. 351, *• Rym, 

F<ed. torn. 9* p. 304* 3^^* 334* 354* 3^4* 374* 390. 395f etc» 
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The Emperor Sigifinund, who had vifited the AJ).j4r6. 
courts of Arragon and France, to engage them to Tmci^^ 
concur in putting an end to the fchifm in the with 
church, arrived in England in April this year, with '"^•* 
fimilar views*'. While he continued there, he at- 
tempted to mediate a peace between France and 
England ; but without fuccefs**. As Henry, how- 
ever, was not prepared for the formidable invafion 
which he intended, he agreed to a truce from Oc-^ 
tober 9., A*D. 1416., to February 2., 1417. *' 

While the King of England was forming al- State of 
liances, collecting money, raifing troops, and^""^*' 
making every poffible preparation for invading 
France, thofe who conduced the affairs of that 
kingdom were doing every thing that could cou- 
tribute to their own and to their country's ruin. 
TbeConftable d' Armagnac in reality poffeffed all 
the power of the crown ; and he employed that 
power to the moft pernicious purpofes. His reign- 
ing paffion was hatred to the Duke of Burgundy 
and his party j and being naturally of a fierce im- 
perious fpirit, he perfecuted aU who were fuf- 
pe^ed of attachment to that party with the moft 
unrelenting cruelty. This rendered the wounds 
of fa6tion incurable,and produced mqchdiforder^ 
difcord, and diftrefs, in all parts of the kingdom ; 
and particularly in the capital, where the Burgun- 
dian had many friends, who had formed a plot to 
maffacre the King and all his family, the Con- 
ftable and all the principal perfons of his party. 
The lame difcord which raged in all other parts 

*» T. ElmhMii} cat. p. 73- *• Id- ibkl. 

^ Kym. Foed* toin«9« p«39^* 
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AJ>. 1416. of tile kingdom reigned to ihe royal Smuiy. The 
*^^'^"~^ Queen, excluded from any (kare in the man^e- 
ment of affiiirs by the Conilable, retired to Vln- 
cennes, where ifae kept a mod licentious and 
luxurious court. This gave the Conilable an op- 
portunity of feizing all her treafures, which wete 
very great, and of inflaming the jealouiy of tlie 
King to fuch a pitch, that he fent her under a 
guaiTd to Tours, and commanded her favourite 
Louis Bourbon to be put up in a fack, and thrown 
into the Seine. Thefe cruel injuries inlpired 
that princefs with the moft implacable refentment 
a^inll the Conilable and all his party ; not ex^^ 
cepting her own fon Charles, now become dau- 
phin by the death of his two elder brothers ^\ 
In a word, all the furies feemed to have taken up 
, their refidence in France, and to have conlpired 
the deftru6lion of that kingdom. 
AJ).t4i7« Such was the ftate of France when Henry V. 
^fion l^^d^^j Auguft I., A.D. 141 7.> riear Touques in 
of France. Normaudy, with a gallant army of 1 6,000 men at 
arms and archers, fome thouiands of pikemen and 
other troops, with many miners, mafons, carpen- 
ters, a great train of artillery and other engines, 
from a fleet of 1500 Ihips^^ When he had did 
embarked his troops, he publilhed fome excellent 
regulationshfor the prefervation of difcipline, and 
prote6lion of the clergy, of wives, widows^ and 
maidens, from all infults^. It is unneceflary to 
attend this viS^orious prince, fl:ep by ftep, in his 

. * 

** Villar, tom.l3k p. 410— 426. 

^ Tit. Liviij p. 31, 3») 33. T. Elmham, p. 91. 969 9;. Otter- 
bourne, p. »78. *♦ T. WaKu«.p.397. 

^ trium* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Cbkp.u SeA,i. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 5y 

tritt«iphantmardb,oredumerateaHtheplacest^ i^D.S4X7. 
fttbmitted to hia wcms. Tbete waa no army to op- - '^ -^ 
pofe him in the field; moil of the towns were ill 
foitified,and worfe garrifoned ; and, 6xpe6ting no 
relief,furrenderedasfoon as they were Aimmoned. 
Hisproceeding appeared more like the progrefs of 
a prince in his own dominions, than the march of 
ai> invader in an enemy's country ; and all the 
lower Normandy was reduced in this campaign. 

At the fame time, the pif^grefk of his ally, the Phnreed* 
Duke of Burgundy, waa no lefs rapid* That i^^^^ 
prince, carefiilly concealing his conne6tion with Burgundy. 
the King of England, pretended to carry on the 
war againft the Armagnacs, who, he declared, 
were enemies to the ftate, apd held the King and 
royal family in durance. Beiides a powerful 
army, with which he advanced towards the capi« 
tal, where the court refided, he had many friends 
and emiflaries in all parts of the kingdom, who 
prevailed upon many great men to embrace hia 
parly, and on many towns to open their gates ta 
hb troops. On his march, he received a meflage 
from the Queen, (who had long been the moft 
violent of all his enemies, for the murder of her 
favourite the Duke of Orleans,) entreating him 
to relieve her from her confinement, and promi£> 
ing to promote all his views. Senfible of the 
advantage of having that bold and a6Uve prin- 
eefi in his party, or rather in his pofleffion^ he 
flew to h^ refcue, at the head of 800 horfe^ fur- 
prifed her keepers, and condu6ted hertoChartrels. 
There (he iffued a proclamation, declaring her 
Tight to be regent of the kingdom during the 

incapa- 
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Al>.i4tf- incapacity of the King» her bufband y and im- 
^'"^"-^ mediately entered on the exeTci£Q of that right, 
by conftituting a new parliament, appointing a 
conftable, chancellQr, and other officers of flate, 
&c. Thus the two parties which had So long torn 
France in pieces, were more regularly formed 
than ever ; the Armagnacs a£ling under the au- 
thority of the Dauphin, and the Burgundians 
under the authority of the Queen. Both tbefe 
parties negotiated with the King of England, 
and with one another, but without either lince- 
rity or fuccefs ; and the war between them was 
carried on with the greateft inveteracy. •* 
AJ>.i4x8. liirhile one half of the people of France were 
?^^„j attempting to fubdue the other, the King of Eng- 
c£ the land proceeded with great rapidity in fubduing 
^sfi^* both. Having received a reinforcement of 
15,000 men from England, he gave the com- 
mand of feparate bodies of troops to his two 
brothers, the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, 
with which they reduced many ftrong places ^. 
In the fpring and fummer of this year, all Nor- 
mandy, except Cherbourg and Rouen, fubmitted 
to the arms of England ; and the Duke of Glou- 
cefter befieged the former while the King in- 
vefted the latter, July 29. Cherbourg, after a 
long and obftinate refiftance, furrendered, Sep- 
tember 29. : but the King finding that he could 
not take Rouen (which was defended by 19,000 
men) by force, without too great an expense 

^ VUbry ton. 13. p«439i Ac. 

^ T.Elmham, C55, 569 5795 Sj Walfing* p«400w Tit. Liv. 
p.40— 5Z<^ 
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of blood, converted the fiege into a blockade, irt AD.i4ig. 
order to reduce it by famine. w->^-^ 

Henry, afs wife as he was brave, employed po- wifepoiicf 
Key as well as power to promote the fuccefe of his o£ Hcmy. 
enterprife. By a proclamation, he promifed pro- 
teSlion and the peaceable enjoyment of all their 
goods and privileges, to all who fubmitted to bis 
authority, and appointed commiffionei*sin every 
diftria to receive the fubmiffions of the people *^. 
H^ aboliflied the gabelle, and diminifhed the tax 
on fait, and fome other taxes ^', He maintained 
the mod perfe61: difcipline among his troops, and 
fuflfered none of his foldiers to infult or injure the 
peaceable inhabitants. To all who approached 
his perfon, he behaved with the mod winning s^ 
fability, hearing their complaints with patience, 
and redreffing their wrotigs withjuftice. By 
thefe wife meafures, he fubdued the hearts of the 
people of Normandy, who crowded to pay their 
fubmiflion to fo great and good a pritice* ' 

While Henry was thus fuccefsfuUy employed Miflaereof 
in afferting his claim to the crown of France, ^*^ 
the two parties in that kingdom were too keenly 
engaged in deftroying one another to give him 
any interruption. The Conftable d'Armagnac, 
having difcovered a plot to betray Paris to the 
Duke of Burgundy, made the fcaflblds flream 
with blood, and meditated a maffacre of all the 
Burgundian party in the capital. This feverity 
enly ferved to render him more odious, and to 
haften his own deftru6lion. Perrinet le Clerk 

** Rym. Feed. torn. 9. p>sf3* * Id. ibid. p-^Sj. 
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AJ).i4i8. admitted L'Ifle Adam, a captain of the Duke of 
^ ~^ Burgundy, with 800 men at arms, into Paris on 
the night of May 29. This troop marched in 
profound filence to the Chatelet, where they^ 
were joined by 500 citizens who were in the plot. 
They then divided into different bodies, went to 
the houfes of the minifters of ftate, and other ob- 
noxious perfons, feized them, and threw them 
into prifon. Tanneguy de Chaflel, provoft of 
Paris, faved the Dauphin, by ruihing into his 
chamber on the firfl alarm, taking him out of 
bed, and carrying him in his arms to the Baftile, 
jfrom whence he efcaped to Melun. The Con- 
ftable, who was the chief objedt of their indigna- 
tion, eluded their mod eager fearches for fome 
time; but was at length difcovered by a mafbn, 
inwhofehoufe he had taken flielter, and con- 
du6i:ed to prifon. Next morning the populace 
of Paris, inftigated by the friends of the Duke of 
Burgundy, began the mod horrid outrages, in^ 
iulting, plundering, and imprifoning all to whom 
they gave the name of Armagnacs; and thefe out-^ 
rages continued till all the prifons were filled, 
. and a great part of the city deftroyed. But the 
moft bloody fcene of this tragedy was ftill to 
come* As foon a^ the Queen and Duke of Bur- 
gundy, who were then at Troyes, heard of this 
rev(dutipn, they fent intimations to their confi- 
dential friends, that it would be proper to put all 
the Armagnacs to death. When they received 
this cruel intimation they circulated reports, that 
the Armagnacs were about to enter the city by 
furprife, to releafe the Conftable and other pri- 

foners. 
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fonersy and murder all the Burgundians. £n« aj>.i4i& 
raged to madnefi by thefe reports, the populace, ^'* " V" "^ 
June 12., broke into tfie prifons, and butchered 
tb^ guards and prifoners without diftindlion. In 
the firfl three days of this maflacre, befides the 
eonftable, chancellor, and fix bifliops, 3500 per- 
ions, manyof them eminent for their rank andcha- 
ra£ter, were put to death. After the triumphant 
entry of the Queen and Duke, while the ftreets 
were (lained with blood, the maflacre was re- 
newed, and about 14,000 perfons (of which 500c 
were women) flain ^'. How dangerous a paffion 
is party-rage, which fometimes corrupts the bed 
hearts, blinds the bed underftandings, and en« 
dangers the mod powerful flates ! 

The two parties in France were fo far from Negotun 
giving any interruption to Henry while he was*^^*^ 
engaged in the fiege of Rouen, that both courted 
his prote&ion, and each endeavoured to make 
him more tempting offers than the other. He 
negotiated with both, without fufpending car re- 
laxing his military operations for one moment ^"^ 
A truce was concluded with the young Earl of 
Armagnac, the Earl of Dreux, and other French 
barons, who harafled his fubje&s in Guienne ; 
which reftored tranquillity to his dominions in 
thofe parts ''• A curious detail of the negotia*> 
tions with the Dauphin, which hath been pub- 
Hfhed, proves, that Henry was as great a politi- 
ciltn as a general, and that it was as difficult to 

*9 Vfllar, t.13. p.461— 475- T.Wtlfin^ p.406. 

^ J^ym* Foi«f» toin.9. p.6aS«*6j^. ^' Id« ibid. p« 60%. 

deceive 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



£a HISTOfiY OF SRITAIN; BookV. 

AJ>-x4iS. deceive him in the cabinet as to defeat him in the 
field'*. Both thefe, and the negotiatioais with the 
other party, which were carried on at the fame 
time, proved abortive ; and it was probably never 
intended that they ihould have any fuccefs. 
AJ).X4X9* Vy^hile Henry amufed both the parties of the 
^flSutnl ^^^"^^ ^^'^ *b^^® negotiations, he carried on the 
fiege of Rouen, fecure from any interruption. 
That great and beautiful city, which contained 
about 200,000 inhabitants, was bravely defended 
by its citizens, who would probably have ren- 
dered all the efforts of the EngUih ineffectual, if 
they had not been affaulted by an enemy whofe 
attacks are irrefiftible. Sufficient flores of pro- 
vifions had not been laid up for fo greata multi^ 
tude ; and before the end of October 1418., their 
magazines were nearly exhaufled. They fub** 
lifted for fome time on a fcanty allowance of 
horfe-flefh, till all their horfes were confumed. 
They then ied on dogs, cats, rats, and mice, 
which fold at fo high a price, that they could 
only be procured by the rich. About 50,000 
perfons died of hunger, or of difeafes contradted 
by the ufe of unwholefome food. During all that 
time they were cruelly tantalized by the Duke 
of Burgundy, with promifes of relief, which be 
never intended, or at leaft never attempted to 
perform. At length, unable to fubfift, and de^ 
fpairing of relief, they propofed to capitulate. 
Henry, irritated at their obftinate refiftance, in- 
fiited on their furrendering at difcretion ; which 

'* Ryro, Feed. torn. 9. p. ^3»— ^46. 
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they'tt&ied. Informed ky Bo^touUur the g<v AJ>.i#fi. 
vcrnor^i^iA whom be held af^ri,vaite oorrefpond- ^'^^^-"-^ 
eoGe^ that they Imd refolved to fet their city on 
fife in ail quartera, and then to ru(h out, and 
either to cut their way, or perith with their arm# 
in their handa, he granted them more moderate 
term& The capitulation was concluded Janiu 
ary i3.» A.D. i4i9.,by which the town and caftle^ 
with all ammunition and implements of war, were 
to be furrendered to the King of England on the 
19th of that month I the garriibn to take an oath 
not to ferre againft him for one year ; the citi- 
2ens to pay a jranfon of 300,000 crowns, and, 
upon taking an oath of fealty, to enjoy lall their 
property aad pnviLeges. The furrender of Rouen 
was followed by that of all the other places o£ 
flren^h in Normaody. ^^ 

The lofs of Normandy greatly alarmed both intemew 
the parties of the French ; and fuch of them as ^.?^^ 
were not blinded by party^rage, eameftly la- Freock 
boured to bring about a reconciliation between <»«rt- 
the Dauphin and the Duke of Burgundy, as the 
only means of faving their country. The Duke 
iecretly wilhed for this ; but hi^ advances not . 
meeting with fuitable returns^ he renewed his 
negotiations with the King of England. To rea- 
der thefe negotktions more folemn and <efi^«^ 
tnal, and probably with a view on the pait of the 
Duke to give the greater alarm to the Dauphin^ , 
and to make him more traStable^ it was agreed, 
April 7., that the King of f^gland ihould haye 

7' Rynk Feed. torn. 9. p.i64* .(74« (77» ^7h ^79« 6S^ 68i» te* 
T. Eliniiani cap* 70y 71* 
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AJD^x43t^ a perfonal interview with the King and Queen 
of France^ the Princefi Katharine, and tbe 
Duke of Burgundy, on May 15., betweea 
Mante and Pontoyes^^ This interview did 
not happen till May 30., when all tbefe illu& 
trious peribnages (except the King of France^ 
who was indifpofed,) met for the firft time, m 
a magqificent tent, at a place called La Chat^\ 
The Queen of France did not ne^eft to con- 
du£b her beautiful daughter, the Princeis Ka^ 
tharine, to this interview, and carefully watch* 
ing the eyes of the King of En^and, obienred 
with joy, that he was captivated by her charms. 
An adept in ail the arts of amorous intrigue, 
(he fecreted the Princds from his fi^it for 
feveral days, in order to inflame his paffion* 
But Henry courted as a conqueror, and de- 
fpiied thefe little arts. *' I will have your Prin- 
" cefs (faid he to the Duke of Burgundy) mi my 
*« own terms, or I will drive both your King 
*' and you out of the kingdom/' " Sir (replied 
«* the Duke), it will fatigue you very much to 
*« drive us both out '^" The Duke, di%ufted 
at the haughtinels of Henry, and the &iou 
bitancy of his demands, protra6i;ed the n^o- 
tiation, in hopes that the Dauphin would nlake 
advances to him for an accommodation. Thefe 
hopes were at length gratified. The Dauphio^ 
dreading the ^confequences of this interview 
between his two mod powerful enemies, f^it 
a trufty agent to Pontoyes to propofe a reccm^ 

■* « 

»* Ektiliamy p. yif^y%f. fs i^ p. y^^, 
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cHiatioD to the Duke; which being equally de- Ajy.ui^. 
fired fey both parties, were foon concluded* The '" ~ ~ -^ 
Dake then broke off the conferences with the 
King of ^England, June 30., and Had an inter- 
view with the Dauphin at Poilly-le-Fort, in which 
thefe princes gave each other every poflSble mark 
*f the mod perfeft amity, and ratified their re- 
conciKation by the moil facred rites of reli- 
gion "• The reconciliation of thefe two princes 
was celelH*ated by illuminations and other de- 
monftrations of joy, in all the towns of France. 

Henry, thus deluded by the Duke of Bur- F^iezed 
gundy, found himfeif in a very difagreeable fitu- ^t"a*>ono^ 
atioB. His hopes of fuccefs were chiefly founded 
oil the animofity of the French parties, which he 
believed to be implacable ; and he now faw them 
united when he leafl; expected it He bad only 
about 25,000 men to preferve his conqueft of 
Nolrmaddy, and make head againil all the forces 
of a mighty kingdom. The Kings of Caftile and 
ArragoQ were arming in favour of the Dauphin, 
and the Scots had embraced the lame party ^*. 
Ht9 treafury, and even his credit, was exhaufted ; 
his own fubjeds difcontented at the expence of 
the war, and beginning to apprehend that the 
conqueft of France would be the riiin <rf Eng- 
land. 

Undaunted by all thefe difficulties, Henry re- Aflaffina- 
folved to profecute the war with vigour j probably J'^f ^* 
imagining that fo fudden a coalition between fuch Burgimdy^, 
inveterate enemies could not be of long duration. 



^ Villar, 1. 14* p* 35- EhnhaiUf cap. 7I. 
'' R7m.Foe4»toin.9. p. 794 

vol.. IX. 
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AJQ.x4i> However this may be^ an event foon happened, 
^^~ ' which relieved him from all his difficulties, and 
gave him a fairer profpeiS; than ever of obtaining 
the crown of France. That was the aflaffination 
of the Duke of Burgundy, September ic, on the 
bridge of Monteraux, by the attendants of the 
Dauphin, as he was engaged in a conference with 
that prince ^^ What prompted the Dauphin, or 
rather his counfellors, to this rafli and criminal 
ad;ion, is not certainly known ; but it involved 
his country in many and great calamities. 
CoaSe- As foou as the news of this aflaffination reached 

Jg!!^"^^ Paris, where the late Duke had always been ex* 
nation. cccdiugly popular, the whole city was in a tu- 
mult ; and the citizens of all ranks exprefled the 
moft violent refentment againft the Dauphin and 
his adherents ; and the other cities of France, of 
the Burgundian party, imitated the example of 
the capital. The court of France, which then 
refided at Troyes, was ^fle^led in the fame man- 
ner, and a declaration of war was denounced 
againit the Dauphin, at the inftigation of the 
Queen, the implacable enemy of her fon. No- 
' thing could equal the fury of Philip Duke of 
Charolois, now Duke of Burgundy^ when he 
heard of his father*s murder. The defire of 
revenge took poiTeffion of his whole foul, and 
rendered him blind to every other confideration. 
AU thefe enemies of the Dauphin turned their 
eyes to the King of England, determined to deny 
bim nothing to engage him to affift them in'gra- 
tifying their revenge. '° 

» VilUr, t. X4« p.44« T. EUpham, c. 83. * Villar, 1. 14, p.55_4f ^ 
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la confeqaettce of thefe dt^ofitions^ confe- AJ>.i4i9* 
rences were held at Arras by the minifters of the ^^^^^ 
kmgs of France and England, and the Duke of Arm. 
Burgundy; and the mc^ important articles of a 
treaty of peace between thefe princes were fet- 
tled December a., viz. That Henry fhould marry 
the Princefs Catherine, without any expence to 
her parents or the kingdom ; that King Charles 
fliould enjoy the crown of France, with all its 
powers and revenues, during life, and his Queen 
Ifabella all the privileges of her rank; that' 
Henry fliould be regent of France during the in« 
capacity of Charles for government, and fucceed 
to the crown at his death ^K A general truce 
between the kings of France and England, with 
^arate treaties between each of thefe kings and 
the Duke of Burgundy, for affifting him in 
avenging the murder of his father, were con* 
dnded at the fame time and place. '* 

Thou^ the moft important articles of this con- aj>.i4so. 
federacy were fettled by the treaties of Arras, ^'**^^ 
Kumy particulars ftill remained to be adjufted ; "^^' 
and on thefe the minifters of the contracting 
powers laboured during the firft four months of 
the year i42o. At length, when all things were 
ready, Henry marched at the head of an army of 
1^,000 men, from Pontoyes to Troyes, where the 
tiMft of France then refided. There, May 21., 
the large and definitive treaty of peace, coniift- 
ing^ thirty-one articles, wasfigned, fealed, and 
fworn to by the King of England, in his own 
name, and by the Queen of France and Duke of 

^ Rym. tmd. tooh 9* 1^816. .*^ Id*ibM.p*SzSi^^a9« 840* 

F 2 JBurgundy^ 
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AiD.z^ao. Burgundy, by commiffimi from and in the name 
' — ^^ of Charles VI. King of France 'K Copies erf this 
famous treaty were fent into England, and pub* 
lifhed in. London, and all the other cities and 
towns of the kingdom, with every poffible de- 
monftration of joy ^\ It was proclaimed in Faris^ 
and all the other cities of France, of the Burgun- 
dian party, with equal folemnity and joy ^^ In a 
word^ no treaty ever occafioned greater joy when 
it was made, or produced greater calamities in 
the end. So (hort-fighted is human policy, and 
fo little do nations, as well as individuals, know 
of the drftant confequences of events i 
Henry's King Henry and the Princefs Catherine were 
'°*"^^** affianced on the fame day. May 21., and their 
nuptials were folemnized on Trinity Sunday, 
May 30.5 with great pomp.** 
Military Henry^ willing to profecute his good fortune, 
operation!. ^^^ reduce theDauphiu and his party (commonly 
called the Armagnacs) while they were unpopu* 
lar, on the third day after his marri^e, inveiled 
the city of Sens, which furrendered in a. few 
days'^ On the 13th July, he laid fiege to Me- 
lun, where he met with a ipuch more obftinate 
refinance. The kings of France and Scotland 
were prefent at this fiege, which was puihed with 
uncommon vigour. The place held out till No- 
vember 18., and was compelled at laft to furren- 
der by famine,^ rather than by the efforts of the 
Englifli, who loft 1700 men before its walls. " 

'< RyRi.Fced. t«9« p*895— 905. . '^ Id. ibid. p. 906. 

** Id, ibid. p. 910. •* Id. ibid. J. de Urfin^ p«379* 

^ T.ElnBhami 09a. * 
. ** T*WalfiDg.p.403* Rym. Feed. tom.iot p.3o. 
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' Afterthefurrenderof Melun,Henry,aGCompa- a.d.i4»6. 
nied by the King and Queen of Frknce, tbeDuke Jj — ^^r* 
of Burgundy, and many other perfons of rank, entrybto 
marched his army to Paris, where his authority as P*™- 
regent and heir of France had been cheerfully ac* 
knowledged. The two kings made their public 
entry into Paris on the firft Sunday in Advent, 
and the two queens the day after, and were enter* 
tained by the citizens with the reprefentation of 
myfteries, and other fafhionable atnufements*^. 
On the loth of December, an aflembly of the 
three eftates was held, with great folemnity, ib 
the great hall of the palace of St. Paul ; in which 
the treaty of Troyes, called the final and perpe- 
tusd peace, was confirmed, and declared to be a 
public and perpetual law of the kingdom; and 
an aft was made, requiring all the fubje£is to 
take the oaths required by that treaty. ^ 

The Duke of Burgundy having appeared in Dauphm 
mourning before the three eftates, December 23., ^"d*^**"^ 
and demanded juftice to be executed on the nlur- 
derers of hia father, a fentence of condemnation 
was pronounced againft Charles, the pretended 
dauphin (as he wa3 called), and his accomplices 
in that murder ; and they were declared guilty of 
high treafbn, and incapable of fucceeding to or 
poffeffing any place of power and dignity. ^' 

Henry having brought his affiiirs in France to A.D.i4ai. 
this defirable point, andconfliituted his brother the ^^"^'t^e 
Duke of Clarence his lieutenant, he condufted Queen, 
his young Queen into England, where ibe was 

** T. Walfiqg:. p. 403. Eln^mi c. 195. VilUry 1. 14. p« X05. 
•• Rym. Fed. toin.xo. p.3o- '* id.'ihid. p.33. 

F 3 crowped. 
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AJ).s4»x« croivned, February 22.9 with extraordinary 
pomp and fplendour. «* 

After the coronation, the King, with his 
Queen and court, made a progrefi into the north, 
and celebrated the feaft of Eafter at York *\ At 
Beverly he received the melancholy news of th^ 
defeat and death of his brother the Duke of Qa* 
rence, who had fallen, March 22., near the caftle 
of Baug6, irf a battle agaihft an army of 7000 
Scots, which had been fent to the affiftance of 
the Dauphin, under the command of the Earl of 
Buchan, fecond fon to Robert Duke of Albany^ 
regent of Scotland ^\ Many other noblemen 
were flain in this a^ion, and aftill greater num* 
her taken prifoners. Greatly affefied by tins 
. intelligence, he haftened to Weftminfter, and 
applied with ardour to raifing men and money for 
an expedition to the continent From a parlia-> 
ment, which met May 2., he obtained a fifteenth 
from the laity, and a tenth from the clergy, with 
a ratification of the treaty of Troyes. '^ 
Military Henry confl;ituted his brother John Duke of 
operationi. Bedford regent of England ; and, embarking 
at Dover June lo., with a gallant army, landed 
next day at Calais**, Having marched this 
army into Normandy, and made a fliort vifit to 
the King and Queen of France at I^ris, he 
haftened to die relief of Chartres, which was be- 
fieged by the Dauphin *, who raifed the fiege on 

'' Rynu Peed* torn. xo. p»49« T. Efanhaniy c. ixa, 
'^ Elmhamy C.XX3. ii5» »♦ Id. c.i04, 

^ T. Walling, p. 404- Rym.F«wL tomtip. p.no, 
f Id» ibid. p. x»9. £liiifaain> c zxd, 

the 
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thse news of his ap}»'oach'^ Henry, finding it AJ>*u%u 
impoflible to overtake the enemy, and bring ^-^-^-^ 
them to ixk a&itmf employed bis army in re- 
docitig Dreul (which capitulated Auguft 20.) 
and feveni dther towns and caflles ^. Receiving 
iotdUgence ihat tbe Dauphin, with his army, 
lay eficamped near Beaugency on the Loire, be 
marched with great nqpidity towards that place, 
in bofCH of terminating the war by a battle. But 
xm his approadi the enemy's army feparaied. 
The Englift army fnffered much in this march by 
fickaefi and fcarcity of provisions ; which obliged 
Heiny, after taking Beaugency, and fbme other 
towos^ to return towards Paris, and to put his 
troo^ ititc quarters of refrefliment ^. 

Impatient o£ Ipng repofe, he foon called his Siege of 
fbrcea i^in into the field, and on 0£iober 6* ^*^"'^' 
fimmdibefl^eof Meaux. This was one of the 
ftroQgeft towns in France i and that quarter of 
it calied the Market-place was efleemed impreg-. 
nable. The garrifen, commanded by the bailard 
of Vaurus, almoft defolated the country around, 
and hanged, without mercy, all the Engliih 
who feH into their hands, on a certain tree called 
the Oak qf Vaiirks. At the earned requefl of 
the Psri&ms, and to revenge theie cruelties, 
Henry ei^aged int^is fi^e, in which no quarter 
was given on either fide. The town was uken 
by ftorm in wmter, and the market place fur* 
rendered May 10., A. D. 1422. The ferocious 
Yaurus was hanged on his own oak ; and a few 

^ Elrahain, cxi?. ^ Id.c.kx8. ^ Id. c*zi9i xaa 
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AJ>.t4%t. of the moft criminal of th^ garrifon were tried 

^~-^'~-^ and executed at Paris. "*" 

^. X4aa. While the King lay with his army beibireMeauiffy 

P^.iQ^ he received the agreeable news that the QueeR 

Henrjr. was delivered of a fon, at Windfor, December 6^ 

A. D. 1421. He was foon after baptiled by the 

name of Henry ; the Duke of Bedford, the 

Bifliop of Wincheker, and Jaqueline Coimttis of 

Hainault and Holland (who proved the caufe of 

many misfortunes to the infant prince), being 

fponfors "^'. The Queen, on her recovery, re- 

turned to France, and joined the King in his 

eamp before Meaux. A few days after the fiir- 

render of that place, they made their puUic entry 

into Paris, and celebrated the fefti val of Whitfan* 

tide at the Louvre, with great magnificence* *"* 

King** The Dauphin, with the auxiliaries he bad rc- 

Ackn^ ceived from Scotland and Caftile, had collefted an 

army of about 20,000 men, commanded by the 

Earl of Buchan, conilable of France, with which, 

after taking La Charity, he befieged Cofne, a 

town on the Loire, hdonging to the Duke of 

Burgundy. 

The garrifon agreed to iiirender, if they were 
not relieved before the i6th of Auguft. When 
tile Duke received intelligence of this, be ooU 
letted all his troops, and requefted a reinforce- 
saent from the King of England, to aflift him iiY 
the relief of Cofne. The King anfwered, that he 
would march with him in pferfon, at the head of 
bis army, that he might have a flare in the gWy 



'•*» Rym. Feed- t.io. p.aia. Elmlwm, caa, aj, %Sf *^* 
•" T. Wolfing, p. 406* *'*' Id. ibid. Elmlam, c.xa6. 
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of ending the war by defeating the Dauphin. He AS>.utu 
marched accordingly ; but on hi* arrival at ^' "^""^ 
Senlis, he was feiaied with a feveriih difo^der^ at^ 
tended with very threatening fymptoms. He 
was carried in a horfeJitter toCorbeyte; but 
being unable to proceed any further, he gave the 
comoiandof the army to his brother the Dake of 
Bedford (who had accoaipanied the Queen from 
England), and returned by water to Bois de 
Vincennes. '°^ 

At the approach of dieEnglifh andBurgundian Henry't 
armies, theDauphin raifed the iiege of'Cofne,not 
daring to riik a battle ; the lofs of which would 
have been very fatal to his affairs. The Duke of 
Bedford and the Earl of Warwick hailened back 
to the King, and found him almoft at the point 
of death. At the fight of his beloved brother, and 
mod faithful friend, he fummoned up all his re- 
maining ftrength, and addr^fled them to this pur- 
pofe. He thanked them for their love and fer- 
vices, and earneftly intreated them to love and 
ferve bis fon with the fame fidelity and zeal. He 
defired them to cultivate the friendfhip of the 
Puke of Burgundy with the greateft care, and to 
make him an offer of the regency of France ; but 
if he deplined it, he appointed his brother, the 
Duke of Bedford, to that high office, and his other 
brother the Duke of Gloucefter, to the regency 
of England, which he then poffeffed. To the 
Earl of Warwick hecommitted thecare of the per^. 
fon and education of his fon. He conjured them 
to confole his difconfolate Queen, and to main- 

tain 
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AJ).244»i tsan love and concord ankmg his fnends. He 
^""^^■^■^ gave them in charge, not to liberate the Dake of 
Orleans, and the oth^ noble prifoners, while hb 
fon was under age; norto makepeace with France, 
without obtaining Ncmnandy at leaft in full fove- 
reignty'''^ Exhaufted by this efibrt, he foon sfter 
expired, Auguft 31 ., A. D. 1421., in the 34th year 
of his age, after a fhort but glorious reign of nme 
years five months and fourteen days/''^ 
His do- Thus died, in the prime of life, and in the 
"^*'* full career of glory, Henry V., one of the beft, 
braveft, and moft fortunate princes that evet, 
wore the diadem of England. His perfon is 
thus defcribed by one who had often feen 
him : ^' In ftature he was a little above the mid* 
'^ die fize i his countenance was beautiful, his 
^* neck longi his body (lender, and his linribs moft 
<^ elegantly formed. He was very ftrong, suid to 
<^ fwift, that, with two companions, without either 
<< dogs or miffive weapons, hefcatched a.doe, one 
<< of the fleeteft animals. He was a lover of mu- 
<* iic, and excelled in all martial and manly exer- 
, « cifes"^'' S<Mne of our contemporary hiftoi*ians 
have heaped upon this prince with a liberal but 
injudicious hand, all the praifes they could col- 
lect, expreflfed in the fiooft extravagant and bom- 
baftic language'"^. It may, however, be affirmed, 
without the leaft exaggeration, that he poflbfled 
an excellent underftanding, which enabled 
him to form his de^os with juij^ment, and to 



'^* Elmham, ca;. ^'^ Walfiag. p.407. 

•-* Tit. LiviiTita Hen. V. p. 4. 
Elmluin, c t%^ e$fi^m. 
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chde the moft e£fe&ual meaos^ and favoorabte A.D.i4ft». 
feafonsy for carrying them into execution. His 
heart was as warm as his head was cool, and his 
courage equal tohis wiidom^ which emboldened 
him to encounter the greateft dangers and fur* 
mount the greateft difficulties. His virtues were 
not inferior to his abilities, being a dutiful ibo, 
a fond hufband, an affi$£tionate brother, a fteady 
and generous friend, and an indulgent mafter. 
fiUs youthful exceffes proceeded rather from re- 
dundancy of ipirit than depravity of heiurt. His 
intdbrance and feverity to thofe who diffented 
from the eftabliihed fyftem of religion, was the 
vice of the age rather than of the man. The 
injuftice of his attempt tcf obtain the crown of 
France cannot be denied ^ but the prdbability 
of its fuccefs, from the diftra6ted date of that 
kii^on^ was too great a temptation to be re^ 
fift^ by a young, warlike, and ambitious prince. 
In a word, Henry V., though not without his 
feilkigs, merits the chara£ler of an amiable and 
aecompliflied man, a great and good king. 



SECTION HI. 

The civil and military hijlory of England, from the ^ccef- 
fion of Henry VI., A.D. 1422., to the accejfion ofEd- 
lUflrrtf IV. A,D. 1461. 

HENRY VI., the only child of Henry v., was AJXr4tti. 
not quite nine months old at the death of Acceffim 
his illuftrioiis father. That melancholy event ^^ 
feeaia to hinre been kept ftcrot for iMD» time \ 

for 
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A.D.t43i. for the infant prince was not proclaimed King in 
' — ' — London till Oftober. I. ^ Some commotions were 
raifed in the marches of Wales, and the neigh- 
bouring counties, on this occafion ; but they 
were foon fupprefled. * 
parHa- A parliament was fummoned to meet at Weft- 

'^^^^ minder, November 9., in which the Duke of 
Oloucefter reprefented the King's perfon by 
commiffion ^ Though the people of England 
lamented the death, and revered the memory, c^ 
their late King, the parliament did not think 
proper to confirm all the verbal arrangements he 
had made in his lail moments. Diflikingthe 
title of regent, as implying too much power, they 
appointed the Duke* of Bedford protestor ^ the 
kingdom and church of England, and chief 
counfellor of the King, when he refided in the 
kingdom, with a ialary of 8000 marks a-y«ar ; 
and the Duke of Gloucefter to exercife the lame 
office, with the fame powers and emoluments, 
when his brother was abroad \ Still further to 
limit the power of the Protestor, a council was 
conftituted, with which he was to confult on all 
important a&irs, and a certain falary granted to 
each member, according to his rank K Several 
wife regulations were alfo made for defining 
the powers and privileges of the members of 
this council, and for fecuring their attend- 
ance. 
State of The affiiirs of the Dauphin were almoft de^e- 
*«» «" rate before the death of Henry V., which a little 

■ Rym. F«d. torn. zo. p.»54- * Id. ibid. p.»54. 

? UL ibid, p^ d57* *- Id.fliid. p. t4i. %$i^ * U. ibid. p. 360* 
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revived bis hopes. He did not/ however, reap ^""^"-^ 

any immediate advantage from that event ; nor 

did his afiairs put on a more favourable afpeA 

for fome time. John Duke of Bedford, Regent 

of France, was hardly inferior to the l^te King in 

wiidom, valour, or any commendable quality ; 

he even excelled him in clemency and command 

of temper. He was nobly fupported by the Duke 

of Somerfet, the earls of Warwick, Saliibury, 

and Arundel, the brave and generous Talbot, 

and other generals, at the head of valiant and 

viAorious troops. About two'-third parts of 

France, with the capital, were in the hands of 

the Bnglifh and Burgundians; and they received 

frequent fupplies, both of men and money, from 

England and Flanders. The Duke of Britanny, 

who had hitherto remained neuter, acceded to 

the treaty of Troy es immediately after the King's 

deatb, and brought an acceffion of ftrength to 

the Englifli intereft. The military operations 

proceeded without much interruption, or any 

remarkable change of fortune, for a conftder- 

able time. Death of 

Charles VI. of France did not longfurvive his chariot vi, 
fon-in-law the King of Englaind ; but ended his 
unhappy life, and calamitous reign, in great ob- 
fcurity, at his palace of St. Paul in Paris, Odto^ 
ber 21., A.D. 1422. This event, though affli^kive 
to the Dauphin as a fon, was of great advantage 
to his ai&irs. Very many of the people of France, 
of all ranks, who, from a principle of loyalty, 
had thought themfelves obliged to obey Charfes 
as their king» though they disapproved of his 

con. 
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Ai>.i4a4. cmane^ions with the Englifli, and.dreaded the 

^^^~^^ fubje6);ion of their country to a foreign yoke, now 
turned their eyes towards the Dauphin^ as their 
lawful fovereign, and determined to fupport his 
title to the crown. A kind of interregnum fac- 
ceeded the death of Charles VI., the parliament 
of Paris declining to ufe the name of Henry VI. 
of England in any of their afils, till about three 
weeks after, when Henry was proclaimed King 
of France, in Paris, by command of the Duke 
of Bedford.^ 

Acceffion When the news of the death of Charles VI. 

^hariM j^ached the caftle of Efpally, where the Dauphin 
then refided, he was immediately proclaimed 
King of France by his followers, and was crowned 
a few days after, at PoiStiers, with all the iblem- 
nity his circumftances would permit. ' 

suteof The afiairs of Charles VII. at his acceffion 

m aThii ^^^® ^ * ^^^y ^^^ ftate, and feemingly almoft 
acceflioa. delperate. He wastmly about twenty years of 
Hge, and of a character very unfit for furnaount- 
ing great difficulties, being indolent rather than 
a3;ive, and more addi6led to pleafure than to 
war or buiinefs j his Queen, Mary of Anjou, was 
a princefs' of great beauty and virtue; but (he 
did not pofieis the heart of her voluptuous huC 
band, which was devoted to his miftrefs, Agnes 
Sorrel ; his favourites and minifters were neither 
men of great virtues nor great abilities ; bis 
$nances were fo low, that he could hardly fup- 
port hts little court in decent plenty : the Duke 
^ Britanny, one of the greateft vaflals of his 

crown 
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crown, hfKl decUired againft him: the Doke AJ>.u%i^ 
of BurguBdy, the moft powerfal prince of his ^~^^~-^ 
family, was his mortal enemy : feveral of the 
other princes of his blood, as the dukes of Or- 
leans and Bourbon, the Earls of Eu, Angoulefme, 
and Vendome, were prifoners in England : the 
Englifii were in pofleffion of his capital, and two^ 
thirds of his kingdom : no foreign nation had 
^>oufed his cau&, except the Scots. But in 
&e midft of all thefe difad vantages, he poflefled 
one advantage, the full extent and value of which 
he did not know ; — he had the hearts of all the 
people of France, who hated the Eiiglifli and 
loved their country. 

While the adherents of Charles were crown- French 
ing him at Poitiers, the Duke of Bedford held J^J ^^ 
a great afiembly at Fbris, confifting of the par- Henry, 
liament, the univerfity, the Archbifhop and his 
^krgy, the magiftrates and chief burgefles of 
that city, who all fwore fealty to Henry VI. 
King of England, as King of France. The ilune 
ceremony was performed in all the other cities, 
towBS, and provinces of France, in fubje^on 
to the Englilh and Burgundians *• Thus there 
were two kings of France, and which of them 
fiiould pofiefs the kingdom, was to be decided 
by the fword, the laft argument of kings. 
. The Duke of Bedford fpent the firft months aj^.m»j* 
of this year in fixing the Duke of Britanny in j^^^ 
the Englifh intereft. With this view, he had a 
meeting at Amiens wHh that duke, his brother 
Arthur Earl of Richmond, and the Duke of 

' Vniar, tom«X4* p.i66. 
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Ajxi4a3 Bargundj. At that meeting, thefe piinoes en^ 
' — V— -^ tered into a ftri^t alliance, and folemnly fwore 
to love one another as brothers as long as tbey 
lived. To cement this union, one marriage was 
contr^ed between the Duke of Bedford and 
the Princeis Anne, youngeft Mer of the Duke 
of Burgundy, and another between the Earl of 
Richmond and the Princefs Margaret, an elder 
fifter of that duke ; and thefe marriages were 
foon after folemnized *. We fhall fee, in the ie-^ 
quel, what r^ird thefe gr^t [irincea and Aurora 
brothers paid to their, oaths and engagements. 
Military As foou as the feafou for takii^ the fitld an- 
opera ns. ^.j^^j^ France became a theatre of war almotft 
from one end to the other. A minute detidl of 
ikirmiihes, the taking and retaking of trifling 
towns and caftles, could afford no entertatament 
to any reader. I fhall therefore only mention 
fuch events as were of fome importance towards, 
the decifion of this fatal conteft. 
Battle of James Stewart, Lord Darnley, at the head of 
^"^^^ * the Scotch auxiliaries, and the Marflial Severmc^ 
with a body of French troops, in July befi^fed 
Grevant in Burgundy ; and the Earl of Salisbury!, 
marching an army of Engliih and Burgundians 
to its relief, a bloody battle was fought, in whk^ 
the French bafely deferted their allies, and the 
Englifli and Burgundians obtained a complete 
vi6lory. The lofs fell chiefly on the Scots, of 
whom, it is faid, 3000 were killed, and aooo, 
with their general, taken^ *** 

9 Rym. Feed. tom. xo. p.aSo. '• Hall, Hen. VI. f. 4* 
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Chaiies, ibon afteif this great lofii wbicli had AJ)ui4af. 
almoft rmned his ati&us, received i^ body of auxi- su<xc^^ 
liaries from the Duke <^ Milad ; who, with ibme of the 
French troops, fiirpri&d the Burgundianmarftai, Frwiciu, 
Tovdoogion, and tod^ him pr ifoner with 600 
men. TouUmgion was exchanged for the Scotch 
general, James Lord Damley. The French roy- 
ftlifts, towards the eod of this campaign, de- 
feated, at GraviUe in Maine, a body of Englifl^ 
commanded by Sir John de la Pole, who, with 
faveral other gentlemen, was taken prifoner. '' 

TheEarI'OfBuchafl,C<mltableofFr$mce,had Reinforce. 
vtfited his native country ; aad, /fay his intereft S^^ 
with his buother, Murdoch Duke of Albany^ the 
Regent, .obtvined a reinfbrcem^t of 5000 men^ 
wkh which he and Archibald Edrl of Dou^ais 
landed at Roohdle. This was a mod ibafimabte 
aid to Charles in his diftrefs ; for which he^x* 
preflM his gratitude, by granting the dukedom 
of Touraine to the Earl of Douglas, and the 
loidflifp of Aobigne to James Ix>rd Darnley. 
He imther texfM^efled his confidence in the Scots, 
t^oMMBitting the guard of his p^on to a ff- 
left^Midy of that na^on. '^ 

The i|>ring of tins year, like that of the laft, was ad. i4%4. 
fpMt in befieging and lurprifing places of little ^^^ 
cosfequence. In fnmmer an £ngH£h sjrmy, com- 
manded by the Earl of Saiifbury, befieged I^rry, ' 
a place of ibme importance, on account of its 
ftr^^h and iitoation. The gov^nor, after a 
brmve 4efbnce, ;^reed to fur render, if he was not 

" HaU,Hen.VI. f.5. 

«IL. «• «t relieved 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ HISTORY OP BMTAIN. BookV* 

AJ).i4S4.reKevcdbeforethei5thofAuguft KiogChartes, 
by colleaiDg his troops, made up an anny coo. 
fifting of 7000 Scots, 1500 Italians, and 10,000 
French, commanded by the Earl of Douglas, 
lately created lieutenant-general of theldo^ous, 
who marched to the relief of Ivry, and came with- 
in fight of it, Auguft 13. On taking a view of 
the Englilh camp (into which the Duke of Bed- 
ford, with all his troops he could <xdle£fc, had en- 
tered a few days before), he found it fa Aroag 
that it could not be forced. He therefore re- 
tired, and invefted Verneuil in Perche. Asfbon 
as Ivry furrendered, the Duke of Bedford 
marched towards Vemeuil, to rmfe the fiege or 
give the enemy battle. At hi& arrival tiie town 
being taken, he chofe convenient ground, and 
prepared for a general aAipn, which be earaeftly 
defired. The Earl of Douglas called a couticil 
to determine whether it would be moft prudent 
to fight, or to avoid a battle. The wifer mem- 
bers of the council declared for retiring, and 
gave the mod cogent realbns finr their opinion. 
But a great number of young French nobl^aien 
loudly infilled upon fightii^j and that rafii coun- 
cil was adopted, and as rdhly executed : for in- 
ilead of chufing proper ground for themfelve$, 
they advanced, in a diforderly manner, to: attack 
%he Englifii in their advantageous datiob^ This 
was owing to the Vticount de Narbonne, wbo 
led on his troops without orders, and wai^. fol- 
lowed by many oth^s, in fpite of all t)^. gene* 
ral could do to reftratn them; for b^og a fo- 
reigner^ and an obJeA of envy, he Iiad not fuf- 
10 ^fioient 
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^cient authority. The Duke of Bedford hid AD. mm- 
drawn up his archers, on whom he chiefly relied^ ^~^'~~^ 
ID one line with their (harp-pointed flakes before 
them. The Italians fled at the firft difcharge of 
the Englifli archers. The French knd Scots 
fought, with great bravery, and held the vidlory in 
fiiipence almofl; three hours ; but at length were 
entirely defeated, and purfued with great flaugh« 
ter. The Earl of Buchan, Conftable of France, 
the Earl of Douglas, and his fon Lord James, , 
!^r Alexander Meldrum, and many other Scotch- 
men of rank and merit, fell in this fatal a6lion. 
Of the French, four earls, two vifcounts, eight 
barons, and 500 knights were flain. The young 
Duke of Alen^on was dangeroufly wounded, and 
taken prifoner, with the Marihal Fayette, and 
many other lords and gentlemen. The Englifh 
1^ above 2000 of their men dead on this field Of 
Mdod, and their enemies above doubly that num- 
ber.** 

The aflairs of Charies VII. feemed now quite Bad fiite 
def|>enite. He had loft his only army, and had no ^ F«nc^ 
mc»Q8 f>f raifing another : his moft powerful 
friends were either killed or taken prifoners : the 
King of Scotland was fet at liberty, and had 
made a feven years triice with England ; which 
derived him of all hopes of any further aid from 
^t quarter : he was himfelf devoted to plea- 
fiire» and governed by wbrthlefs favdurites. 

But TMrtWitliftanding all thefe unpromifing ap^ Difcord 
pnnnces, the fitnation of ihh prince was not fo ^f^^***.^ 
bopei^ as either he or ^ world imagined^ The aJd th^ 

* *3 Hall, Hen. Vl. f. S. Vilfciri . torn. 14. p. a^— ^99. 
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AJ^.u%4* feeds of difcord hetw^en the Eoglifli aDd their 
lUlies were aheady fbwn, and fi>on catne to mar 
turity. Jaqueline, heireis of fiainault, Holland, 
Zealand, and Friezland, who was married to her 
eoufin John Duke of Brabant, by the influence 
of the Duke of Burgundy, coufini-gercnan to 
them both, difliked her hulband and made her 
efpape into England, a little before the death of 
Henry V., by whom Ihe was hofpitably enter- 
tained. The Duke of Gloucefter caft his eyes 
on this great heirefs, and married her, though 
her former marriage was not diilUved* The 
Duke of Burgundy was greatly irritated at this 
ftep ; but the Duke of Bedford found oceans to 
calm his anger, and kept it within bounds^as long 
as the Duke of Brabant was not difturbed in the 
pofleffion of his wife's dominions. This, however, 
was not very long : for as the Duke of Gloucefter 
had been pronipted to this fatal marriage by amp 
bition more than love, he became impatient to 
feize the fplendid inheritance of his wife. With 
this view he raifed an army in England this furni- 
mer, with which he landed at C^ais in October, a 
few weeks after the battle of Verneuil. The Duke 
of Burgundy was much pleafed with the landing 
of this army, being perfuaded that it was defigned 
to affift in completingthe conqueil of France. But 
how great was his fiirprife and indignation^ when 
be received intelligence that' the Dukeof Qlou^ 
ceiler had marched into {{ainault, to take polTef- 
fion of that coifntry in virtue of his mansage i 
Being then engaged in celebrating his owa nup» 
tials with the Pqcbefe-dowager of ^ev«r9> he re-. 
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tatted iiis t^toopi frdm tbe e^^fiflnned drmy in AJ>.i4»4* 
f!nmd0^ and fent them^ with bis otb^r f(9f e^»y to 
the aiSftance of ffae Ddk^ of Bfabant^ wh}ob 
£Mfii pilt a ftcfp to the progrefs of the Duke of 
Oktacefter^ Arthur Earl of RicbmoDcl, dilGOfh* 
tented betailfe be had refafed the toirinland 
«f the Enrglifli arrmy, made his peitoe vrith 
Cbarltfs, and accepted of tUe high office of con^ 
ft*ble 6tVrmte^ vacant by the ddath of the £a#l 
^ Btachm. He alfo prevailed upoil His bfotfiet 
the Duke of Branny to violate att his oath^y and 
enter k»to $m alliance with the French nK)nareh4 
llhtfe Utftdward events prevented th^ Duke of 
Bed£^ fi^ii j^ifuiiig his vifliory at Vertieuil, 
ttdloft bifii an opportunity of fubduing France^ 
Hfeook^ eotrld never be recovered ^^. Let no 
tttlidw «iult in its fuedefs until it is comjilete^ 
er 4€^ikiif kA Ihfky until it is fubdued. 

The'Atiglifk tfriniftry were at variatrice amo%ft aj>. 1445, 
awrtfeh^es, ah well as with their alltei A ^u«r-t ^^<^ 
i^ very etfffy cotemfeiiced between tlie Duke of ^^^. 
Gloueeltet, proteftor, and his uncle Henry Beau* ^ "m- 
fet, the rich and haughty Bifliop of Winchefter, °^^*"' 
lAri^ Wi3^ i^w on the point of producing a civil 
m¥^ 't&fievent this, the Duke of Bedford earn* 
W€i m EngliMd in thd be^nni% of this y^ar i 
Md dft^ ttitfthf eSm^9 a kind of ne^otrciHation 
im ^alchMl vvp between^ th^ prdCe^or md the 
ftfdate, By a^ parliament held at Leicefter iA 
IbMh'V Birt thii»» reconeiKaf^ was neither 
fin^i^ net UiAmg. 

'« Viflar» toiii.14* p« 303— >3X9« Hall» Hes* VI. t xoy xz* 
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nry.uiL The Duke of Bedfwd, afta* ijfiefKlfiig aboat a 
*"^ year in England, retained to France j and betng 
<■ J'-!!i juftly irritated at the Duke of ftitanny for hi« vfo» 
fa^on of lation of his raoft folemn engagements at Ainiem> 
^' invaded his country, and compelled him toTelin- 
* qui(h his late alliance with France, to fwear onoe 
more to the treaty of Troyes, and to do homage to 
the King of England, as King of Fraace, for bis 
dominions '^ But as both that Duke and his fiib* 
jefts hated the Englilh, and favoured the FreAcb* 
this change was the mere effect of force» and con* 
tinued no longer than that force cootinued. 
toUSuk- KingCharles did not make all the advantage he 

fiombthe might have made of the difcord which rtjgtied 
Fraace. among the Englilh miniiWs, and between them 
and their allies. His own little court waa a fceM 
of difcord and intrigue. Fond of the pl^nreb of 
love and friendfhip, he could not live witboat a 
miftrefs and favourite. The martial tiobtes in ge- 
neral hated the favourites, by whom they were 
treated with very little ceremony ; and the Earl 
of Richmond, the Conftable, declared cfen war 
againft them. He compelled Charles to banifli 
Tannaguy du Chatel, and Louvel, his two great 
&vourites ; and he put their fuccefibr Giac to 
death, and caufed Beaulieu to be aflaffinated) 
which rendered him exceedingly odious to bta 
new mafter, and prevented his doing fo much 
fervice as he could and would have done ''. Tlie 
military operations therefore, in France, during 
the abfence of the Duke of Bedford, were of 

" Monfirdct, vol. a. p. J5» 36. '^ Yi]]^., |. j^ P*ai5«-*3«7» 
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little cotife^eoce ; and the dtfgraces^ rather ^an aJ>.z49(. 
advantages, on both fides nearly equal. If the ,^^^ 
Conftable Richmond was obliged to raife the 
iiege of St. James de Beuvron, the Earl of 
Warwick, lieutenant for the Duke of Bectford^ 
was defeated before Montargis. '* , 

Efverfince the Invafion of HainauH by the Warm 
Duke of Gloucefter and his duchefs Jaqueline, ^'*"»^ 
tteDuk^e of Burgundy had employed the greateft 
part of his forces in fupporting his coufin the 
Duke of Brabant in his- pofieffion of the domi* 
nions of his un&ithful confort. When Gloucefter 
returned to England he left his duchefs in Mons; 
and (he was foon after giv^en up by the citizens of 
that place to the Duke of Burgundy who con- 
duft^ her to Gant, June 13., A.D. 1426. In 
Sc^ember flie made her efisape from thence, and 
fled into Holland ; which for two years became 
the feat of war between her and her ful^e&s, fiip- 
ported by m^ and money from Enghmd on the 
one fide, and the Dukes of Burgundy aiid Bra-^ 
bant on the other. In the mean time a procefs 
waa parried on in the court of Rome concerning 
her two marriages; and at length the Pope, 
Martin V., pronounced a decree annulling her 
marriage with the Duke of Gloucefter, and con^- 
ftrming that with the Duke of Brabant, and de* 
daring that flie could not be united to the 
former eveii after the death of the latter. The . 
Duke of Gloucefter, now at laft convinced of his 
folly, when it was too late to prevent the many 
mifchiefsit had pr6duced,relinqui(hedhis preten- 

** F.DaneeU toiii.6. 15. 
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KD.14%6. fiMis to Jaqudine and her territories, and alar« 
^ -^-_^ ried his foraier miftrefs Eleaoora Cobbam. '^ . 
Siege 6( The War in France, which had languiflitd ever 
^J^ fince the battle of Veraeuil, was now revived and 
profecuted with vigour ; the parliai&ent oS £Qg* 
land having granted a liberal fupply ibr that puur« 
|Kxfe» and the fatal difpute about the territories 
of the Counted Jaqaeline being ended. TIkmgms 
Montagu, Earl of Salifbury, the moft reoowm^ 
warrior of that age, was appointed, by the Driiie 
of Bedford, commander of the Englifli arttiy^ 
to which he brought a reinforcement of fix 
knight-bannerets, thirty-ibur knight^bacheloiay 
600 men at armsy and 1 700 archers ^\ The £tti» 
determined to c»rry the war inb> the preivincet 
beyond the Loire, reiblved {without ootiibltiiig 
the Regent, who remained at Faria) to make him^ 
felf mafter of the city of Orleans,, wfadck wo«U 
open him fipaffiige into th<^ provinces*'. Wkli 
this view he befieged and took Meun, Jettvifle^ 
and feveral other places ia the neighbourhood, 
add fat down befi>re Orleans, O^beri^^^ 
His previous operations had given t^e French 
fufficient intimation of his defign ^ and thf^ 
bad deftroyed tke fubuirbs, repaired the fbrtift* 
caticms^ fumifked the place with a numerotts gafp* 
rifi>n, and asnple Acres of ^mntinitien and pvovi* 
fioir. The baftards of 0!K^leai9s,.Xaiot]rayb^ La 
Hire, Fayette, and many of the braved ca^nno 

* Rvm. Foid. torn. lo. p. 39a, « Id. ibid« p^^oS. 
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itt BWnce^ i^ew fhemftAves into it, determined Ajy.^s^. 
to defend it to the laft extremity ^^ Theffe cii^- ' — '""^ 
cttmftances rendered the fiege at' Orleans an ob- 
je£^ of an9£iom attention to both parties; and it 
was g^ieralfy bdieved that the fate of France 
WMdd depend very mueb on the iffne of that 

Tbe EbA of Saliibury had not an army fbf- Death of ^ 
feieat^to invdl fo great a city as Orleans on all ^^J*^ ""^ 
Mm; h^ therefore made bis approaches from 
tile fimth ; and at the fecond affiiult took the 
cftAIe c^Ied TovreUeSj which defended tlie 
bridge <Wer the Loire, Oftober 24. But this 
iaiportanl ^c^nifition proved fatal to the Eng- 
IMh generri^ who was mortaUy wounded by a 
CMBon hA\^ 0€t:d>er 17., as he was taking a 
viinr of the city from the window of a high 
tdwer in the caftle ; and being carried to Meun, 
he died there November 3. ^ 

Ify the death of tbeEari of Saliftmry, (faith Siege of 
an andent hiftorian,) the Duke of Bedford loft ^^^'ed. 
his right hand, and the fortune of the war was 
ckMged ^^ He was fbcceeded in the command 
of'^e army, and conduct of' the fiege, by the Earl 
of SoiWk, affifted by Lord Talbot, Lord Scaled, 
Sir John FilHolf, and others^ Thefe captains, be- 
ing oofivinrced that it wonM be impoffible to take 
tkie cky white the garrifon had a free commani- 
cation withf the country on one fide, built a ffne 
of redoubts^ then eaHed baftiles, at certain dif^ 
taa«esfimnedch ether, ^b around it. In thefe 

^ Moiiftidet,t.ft.fol.39. >« Id. ibid. HaU> Hen* VL f. aj. 
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AJ>.i4«8* bi^i^ they kn^ged their tncfs ; and on fii«i# 
^' ^*'' ' of the l^geft of them they pluited camioii. ^ 
AJ> X429. After thefe f(Hts were buflt, the communkn^ 
H^^ tion between the city and the country was fo 
much iDterrupted, that the befieged began ta 
dread a fcarcity of provifions ; and their atteoof^ 
to introduce them occafioned many ikirmilhea* 
Nor did the beiiegers ei\]oy much greater plenty 
in an exbaulled country. The Regent coUe^^ed 
a great convoy at Paris, confifting of between 
400 and 500 carriages, loaded with arms, artil« 
lery, ammunition, and provifions, for the army 
before Orleans, and committing the coiidu3;ing 
of it to Sir John Faftolf, with 1600 men. They 
proceeded without interruption till they arrived 
at the village of Roveroy, between JenviUe and 
Orleans; where, on February la., they were ttet 
by the Earl of Clermont, the bailard of Orleans^ 
the Conftable of Scotland, and other great cap- 
tains, at the head of near 4000 French and 
Scotch troops. As Sir John Faftolf had timely 
notice of their approach, he furrounded his little 
army with his carriages, leaving only two pa& 
&ges, with he guarded by his beft archers ; and 
in that pofture calmly waited for the enemy« 
The Scotch and French commanders difiered 
about the manner of the attack ; the former in^ 
fifting that it (hould be made on foot, and the 
other that it fhould be made on horfeback : and 
each nation followed its own opinion. The 
Scots, difmounting, made a furious attack upon 
the two paflages ; but were repulfed with great 
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flaugbter by the EnglHb archers. The ConftaUe AJ>.X4*9-^ 
and his fon being both flain, their troops fell 
ifito diforder; and the £ngli(h, rufliing out upon 
them, obtained a complete victory. The lofii 
fell chiefly upon the Scots, as the French, being 
generally mounted, made their efcape* One 
hundred and twenty gentlemen, and about 600 
common foldiers of the Scotch and French, fell 
in this ad;ion, which was called the battle of her- 
mgs<, becaufe the convoy brought great quanti- 
ties of that fi(h for the ufe of the army in Lent.^' 

The French were as much deje£ted as the Pro^d&i 
]&iglifli were elated by the event of this a£tion. ?^ ^" 
King Charles, now beginning to deipair of be- jeaed. 
ing able to preferve Orleans, fent ambafladors to 
the Dukes of Bedford and Burgundy at Paris, 
with a propofitl to furrender Orleans to the 
Dnke of Burgundy, to be kept by him to the 
eiKl of the war. After feveral councils were 
held on this propofal, it was reje£ted ; which in- 
creafed the fecret difguil of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy with his Englifli allies. ^^ 

The exultation of the Englifh, and dejection of Maid of 
tlie French, on this occafion, were both of Ihort ^««»^ 
duration ; and a moft furprifing change of for- 
tune, brought about by the mod improbable 
means, now took place between thefe two na- 
tions. This great change was not produced by 
the interpofition of a mighty monarch, but of a 
poor.obfcure country ^rl. The real nameH>f 
diis extraordinary perfon (to whom the French 
Kionarchy owes its prefervation) was Joan of 

i.4%. **Ibid.&45* ; 
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AjD^t4i9* Arc, better known in biRory by her ^eqniteA 
^ name of — IJie Maid of Orleans. She trafi bortr, 
A.D. 1407., in the pariih 6f Greiix, upon the 
Meufe, in the village of Donrpr^. Her parents, 
being poor, could give her no fortune, and Ihtle 
education J and fhe fpent her youth in the fer- 
vice of feveral families particularly of a widow 
who kept an inn at Neufchatel in Lorrain, In 
this fervice ftie often adled as hoftler, and rode 
the horfes to water ; by which flie learnt to ride. 
She was robuft, a6i:fve, and intrepid; but nothrn^ 
very uncommon appeared in her character while 
ftie was a fervant. The fiege of Orleans, thedifr 
treffes of the French, and the danger that King 
Charles was in of lofing his kingdom were tfc« 
fubjefts of every converfatiotr. Thefe eonverfe- 
tions made a deep impreffioh on the mind of tliis 
young woman ; and her hatred of the EngKfe, 
and compaflion for the French, wei-e* wrought 
up to the higheft pitch. At length, her imagi- 
nation was fo heated, that flie fancied (he con- 
verfed with St. Margaret and St. Catharhie, wh^ 
commanded her, in the name of God, to go ^nd 
raife the fiege of Orleans, and condufir King 
Charles to be crowned at Rhehns. Pufly con. 
vinced that (he was called by Heavew to performt 
thefe eicplbits, fhe applied to BaudrecSdurt;, go^- 
vetTtor of the neighbouring town of Vaucouleur, 
earneftly requefting him to fend her td the King 
atChinon. Baudrecourt believed her tdbeftianti^cv 
dtid treated her with contempt ; bttt het MpM^ 
ttmity, thie ardour df her Idoks and language, at 
lad prevailed upon him to put ket iatoM^ man's 
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4refi> U> give lier arips, and fen4 her witb a letter A4>*x4»^ 
to the KiQg, under the conduS: of two gentleniep s.— rv— ^ 
mid their fervants, '* 

When Joan arrived at court, in the end <rf ^«^»*- 
Ff biliary, flie excited much curiofity, but gained 
Httle credit to her wondrous tale. It was delibe- 
rated two days whether 0ie ihould be admitted 
into the royal preieoce. Curiofity prevailed : Ihe 
was admitted; and with an air of refpe^lful free- 
dom* addreSi^d the King in thefe words: '^Gentle 
^^ Dauphin» my name m Joan the Maid; the Kiug 
*♦ of Heaven hath fent me to your affiitance ; if 
" you i^teafe to grant me troops, by the grace of 
«* God»apd the for<^ of arms, I will raife the fiege 
^^ of Ofleiw^ and conduct you to be crowned at 
^^ Bbeims, in fpite of all your enemies. This is 
'^ what the King of Heaven hath commanded me 
•f tp tell yon^\*^ Entbufiafmy as well as terror, 
is inl^ioiiB^ Her meflinee was agreeable, her 
mao^ef alfi^ing ; and ihe made converts of ail 
who hieafd her. The courtiers,, the clergy, the / 
parliament, deektred they were convinced th^t 
Joan was commiffiooed by Heaven to deliver 
J^nwce>andtoeiipeltheEngUlh. Thisnewfcac* 
cwnpanied by, many additional and marvellous 
circumftances, flew like lightning over all Frawe, 
nud revived tbefipMfingfpirit of the nation. This ■; 
intiell^jRftoef prpdiwed a very different effeiSt in the ^ ; 
.Bpl^ifti «rmy befi^e Orleans. The foldiers were 
,iliook wHh diimay aiid borrpr at the thoughts of 
%faitipg afainft Heaven ; and it gave them but 

' ^ Mboftrelet, /.42. VUlary toiDa4*p*374-— 37^* 
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Ajy.t4%9. little comfort, when their leaders afllired them 
'" ~" -^ that Joan was only in compaft with the devil. 
Joan enten The fiege of Orleans had continued about feven 
* months ; and theEnglifli had conftrudted no fewer 
than fixty forts around that city, which could not 
poffibiy have held out much longer; when a great 
convoy of arms, ammunition,and provifions,which 
had been colleffced at Blois, was difpatched, 
April 25., to its relief, efcorted by about 50CX) 
men, commanded by La Hire, the Marflial Bouf- 
fac, the Admiral Culant, and otherbnrve captains. 
The Maid (as (he was called,) at her own eameft 
requeft, accompanied this convoy, riding in the 
front of the army, nobly mounted, and com- 
pletely armed, difplaying her ftandard ; wMch 
infpired the troops with an ardour for a^ion, 
. and a confidence of fucce&, to which they had 
long been ftrangers. The convoy approached 
Orleans April 29. : and after a very feeble and 
fpiritlefs refiftance by the Engltlh, was conveyed 
into the city without any lofs. The baftard of 
Orleans was fent out, at the head of a powerful 
party, to introduce their heaven-delegated deli- 
verer; and the Maid entered in triumph, amidft 
the loud aci^lamations of the garrtfon and 
citizens. ^' 
Tht Uf The French remained no longer on the defen- 
2^**^ live, but fallied almoft every day, and took fev^aral 
of the ftrongeft forts of the Eilgliih, with great 
flaughten Though tbefe ikHies were cotiAu&bed 
by the braveft generals, they wifely gave arti Uie 
honour of their fuccefs to the Maid who accom* 

^* Monftrtlett f 44. pHttted b^mitalt^ 4^* 
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paQied tbem with her ftandatd^ in order tain- AJ).i449- 
creafe the martial enthuliafm of their troops. ^ ^^ 
The Earl of Suffolk, after he had loft 6ooaof his 
men, called a council of war, in which it wasre- 
folved to raife the fiege/ This was accordingly 
done May 8. J and the Englifli army, greatly 
difpirited, retired into.fuch ftrong places in the 
neighbourhood as were in their poiTeffion. ^^ 

By thefe events, the character claimed, by the Hiftoryrf 
Maid of Orleans was eftabliihed, both among her continued, 
friends and enemies. Even the Duke of Bedford 
believed that Ihe pofleffed fupernatural powers ; 
though he inclined to think that thefe powers 
were derived from hell rather than from heaven. 
This appears from the following letter of his to 
the King and council of England : ^^ Alle thing 
*^ there profpered for you, til the time of the 
<* fiege of Orleans, taken in hand, God knoweth 
^< by what advis. At the whiche tyme, afler the 
** adventure, fallen to the perfone of my coufin 
" of Salylbury, whom God affoille, there felle, by 
^ the hand of God, as it feemeth, a greet ftrook . 
<^ upon your peuple that was aflembled there in 
** grete nombre, caufed in grete partie, as y 
*« trowe, of lakke of fiidde belive, and of ua« 
<< levefulle doubte that thei hadde of a difeiple 
" and lytae of the Fiende, called, the Pucelle 
•« (Maid)^ that ufed fals enchauntmcnts and for- 
^ eerie. The which ftrooke and difccunfitttce 
^' ooi^bt oonly leffed in grete partie the nomhre 
<< (of youre peuple there, but as well witfadrowe 
'^tbe couriige of the remenant in merveilous 

»MMiftreial«f.44. 
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AJ>.c4Sf. ^ wyfe, aiid €ouraiged yoiure adv«r& partieaed 
"--^ — ' « enemya." " 

Succefiesof The French generab, wifely refolving not to 
the French- allow thi6 ardour of their own troops tocoolyiior 
. to give the Englifh. time to recover from their 
confternMion, iDvefted Gergeatix^ June la.^ into 
which the Earl of Suffolk had retired with about 
1200 men. The town was taken by &alsde ; 
one half of* the garrifim was kiU^^ the other 
half, with the Earl of Suffolk, and one of his 
brothers, were made prifo^er8^^ Mean and 
Beaugency foon after ihared the faxne. fate P* At 
all the fieges the Maid of Orleaas affifled, be* 
. having with the greateft intrepidity, and encou- 
raging the troops by her words and her exanple* 
At the fcaladeof Gergeaux ihe was wooded on 
the head, and thrown from the top of her ladder 
into the ditch ; from whence (he cried with a 
loud and animating voice,^ — '^^ Advance, ad« 
** vance, my brave countrymen ; tlie Lord hath 
^ doomed the Englifli to deftruaion/*^^ 
TheConp When the French were engaged in the fiege 
ftabie^ joms of Beaugcncy, they received a confiderable fein^ 
^*™^ forcement by the arrival of the Conftable Arthrir 
Earl of Richmond, at the head of tcoo men at 
arms, befides other troops, which he had raifed 
in BrHanny. Tlie Conftable hadraideifed bim- 
fdf to odious to the King, and hiik jprefeat ik^ 
r<Muite Trimoiile, by his perfecution; of the fwmer 
favourites,, that it was with difficulty Cb^irl^^could 
be prevailed upon to accept his ikryiee^^ Or per-* 

^^ Rym, Feed. torn. 9, p. 408. ' ^ Monftrelet, f.^jl^'^ffilt f.»6. 
^5 jd.ibi4. ...:.• ^IVfllw^, t.io.p.397, 
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mit his troops to joint the atmy, which t«^9 greatly A,i>;i4a9; 
ftrei^thened by that juii6lioii. " « — r— 

The Dake of Bedford, recovered a little from Battle of 
tile aftoniftment into which the late Angular ^*^^ 
events had thrown him, coUeAed about 4000 
inen, and fent them to join the remains of the 
Englift army 9 now commanded by the brave Lord 
Talbot. When this reinforcement, conducted by 
Sir John Faftcrff, joined Lord Talbot, they formed 
ati army, which the French a few months before 
would not have dared to approach. The French 
commanders held a coun<:il of war, in which they 
cbnfulted their oracle, the Maid of Orleans ; who 
eriedt>ut»— " In the name of God, let us fight . 
•* the Engliih, though they were fufpended in the 
^ douds ! — But where (faid they) ihall we find 
<* them ? — March ! march ! (cried flie,) and God 
^* will be your guide." -^ When thefe.fayingift 
were publiflied in the army, every foldier became 
impatient for a6tion and confident of victory* 
The two armies met, June 18., at the village of 
Patay near An vile. Iii the Englifh army all was 
difcord and confufion, fome infifting that they 
ihould fight on foot, and fome that they fliould 
fight on horieback ; and before any order could 
be reftored, they were attacked with great fury. 
The brave Lord Talbot fought wMth his ufual 
iinnnefs ;, but a great part of the army fled with* 
out ilriking a ftroke^ and amongft others, the 
famous Sir John Faftolf, who was therefore de<- 
prived of the garter, with which he had been 
hoQOuredt The French obtained a complete 

^' ViUao tom.io. p.398. 

^ vou IX. H vi^ory ) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



9^ HISTOftY OF BRiTAtK. 80*^. 

^J> Ma^ viaoTy t 1800 of the Engliii were killed ; the 
Lords Talbot, Scales, Hungerford, and about 
soo gentlemen were taken priibners, ^ 
Ck«^«« Tbe& rapid fucceffes of the French arms gready 
lUiei^ increafed the fame and influence of the Maid 
of Orleans, to whom they were imputed; and the 
greatest generab thought it prudent to comply 
wit& her propoCals, even when they did nM a^ 
pf ove them. Having performed her trft promife) 
by raifing thefiege of Oplean«,flie now ftretiuoufly 
infifled on the im^oiediate narch of the ^rn^ to 
Rheims, in order to the performance of the fk^ 
co»d, by the coronation of the King in that city. 
It was evidently a dangerous operation, to mairch 
afinall army of lo^ooo men through a country 
full of flrong places in pofleffion of the enemy. 
fiut every danger and difficulty vamiflied befoi^ 
the Maid : Charles met with little or no oppofi- 
tion on hiama^ch^aadenteredEheimain tnaoaph^ 
July 16., where, two days after, he was fbfemnly 
ctrowned and anointed, amidft the kiudeil aecla- 
aiations of the people ^^ No objeAattradredib 
much notice on this occafion m the Maid dT 
Origans; flie ftood by the King^s fide, with her 
J>anner difplayed, during the whole ceremony ; 
a|id as foon aa it was ended, fbe fell proftri^ 
ht his feet, embraced his knees, and with a £bod 
of tears entreated his permiffion to return toiler 
former ftation. But Charles had reaped fomaigf 
advantages from her prefence, and expected S^ 
«M»iy more, that he could not be prevailed upoa 

'« Monflreleti £m|5* ^» Id. £.4?. 
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to grant bei* that pe^rhiffion ; and fte wasr o<m« aj)^z4<^ 
ftrairted to remain in the army. ^ v— v**^ 

Thid cc^omition of King Charles was far from Many 
b^ing^a vain unprofitable cerMooriy. iVcm that p^^"^ 
moment the fVencti, ^ven in thofe parts of the i^im. 
kingdCrtn that were under the doimnian of tlw 
En^iA, turned their eyes towanls him as their 
lawfbl fovereign and a prince 'lavoured by hea<- 
ven ; and in a tew days be had the £itiafaAiaa 
of receiving the fubtniffion of Laon^ Soiflbns^ 
Cre(i>y, La Fert6^Milon, Chateau-Thierry^ Cr eil^ 
Coulommiers, Provins, and many other ftfong 
places, wh<^6 inhabitants had expelled their Eng'^ 
lift and Burgundian garrifoni^* ^\ 

Th€$ Dnke of Bedford, in the mean time^ waa Military 
faf from being idle. Knowing that King Gbarl^a ^P^^ons. 
had made advances to the Dake of Burgundy, he^ 
by ftlemoft eameft applications, prevailed npott 
tiifaft pii^^fee W C6me to l^aris in tli^ begnffifing of 
JWy, and renew his alliancte with Kngland^. The 
Duke of Burgundy left Paris, July 16. to eoUe€)( 
\A§ ttoopB ; and two days after the Duke of Bed- 
^d'fitt ont for ]?Jorn>anc!y, to raifo the forees of 
that province, and to meet his nticle, Henfry Bifliop 
of'WftWihefter, andCardhml of England, who ha* 
hMded at Calais with 500a men, originally in- 
tended for a Citoifade againft the Huffitesf in Bo- 
lltt9(^i^,bnt now to'be employed in^ France*'* Bed- 
fiitd, hafving fa^d" stbottt 5ooomcfn in Normandy 
and* t^i^, Aifd being joined by th^ Ca;rdinail'ii 
army, marched in quefl of King Charles, in order 

^ VUlaT} torn. X4. p.433. ** Id. ibid. p. 4^5. 

^ l|oiilbrelet»f.47- ** Rym.Foed. t.10. p.433- 
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Aj>.i4»9- to give htm battle. From Atoitreiiii^Air-yaiiQe, 
-^^-^ Auguft 7., he font that prince a challenge to de- 
cide their im|H>reant quarrel by a general aAton ; 
to which it doth not appear that he received any 
anfwer^. A few days afler^the two armies camein 
fight, near Senlis ) and when they had faced each 
other two days, they feparated withoot a battle. ^^ 
Condnued. The Duke of Bedford, finding that he could 
not bring the French army to adion, marched 
back to Paris, and from thence bafl^ened into 
Normandy, to oppofe the £kirl of Ridimond, 
Conftable of France, who had made an inroad 
into that province*^. In his abfence, KingCharles 
made an attempt pn the capital ; but, after tm 
.unfitccefsful aflault, in which tlieMaid of Orleans 
was dangeroufly wounded, he was obliged to re- 
tire, and marching fouthward, receivj^dt the vo- 
luntary iUbtniffion of feveral towns. Thus ended 
the mititary operations^ df this memorable yaar^ 
in which the fortunes of the two contendMg' 
natioqs fo entirely changed. 
Maid of The King of France was not ungrateful to the 
2^^ perfon who had been the vifible inftrument of 
this happy change in his condition. He not only 
ennobled the Maid of Orleans, but alfo her pa^ 
rents, brothers, and fiilers, extending thatpriviw. 
lege to all their pofterity of both foxes. *' 
Duket of The brave and a^ve Duke of Bedford, having 
I^bS. c<>«\P^W«d the Conftable to evacuate Normandy, 
gundy at returned to Paris to recme the Duke of Bur^. 



Parii. 



^ Monfhrdet, f.3. 4$ jd. l^o. 

'* Villar, tom.14. p.447. ^l^ p.470. 
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gundy, who entered that cky, September ag.^ tt AJy.i4%9» 
the head of 4000 men. Knowing that King 
Charles had made that prince the moil tempting 
oflers to detach him from his alliance with £ng« 
land, the Duke of BedfcH^ granted all he defired, 
to keep him fleady in that alliance* With that 
view^ he was conftituted governor of Paris, and 
regent for the King of England of all the king<- 
dom of France, except Normandy, till Eafter^i 
Aftef i|[>ending fome weeks at Paris in fettlmg the 
plan of the next campaign, the two dukes fepa* 
rated, feemingly in the moft perfect friendfhip* 

The Duke of Bedford, having obferved th* AJ>.i43p, 
great efk&n produced by the cor<mation ofKing JJ^JJT. 
Charles lit Rbeims, had iraportuhed the protestor at London 
and council (^England, to lend over young King ^ l^** 
H^nry to be crowned at Paris. The Englift 
council, thinking it decent that he Ihould firft be 
crowned in England, that ceremony was per* 
firmed at Weftminfter, November 6., A.Di 
1429."^ The wealth of England was fo much 
^xhaufted by this long and expenfive war, that it 
required nolefs than fix months to raife as much 
money as was neceflary to defray the expences 
of the King's voyage to France ; and this money 
was chiefly raifed by pawning the jewels of the 
crown, and by extorting loans, fome of them fo 
low ad five marks ^\ At length the young King 
embarked at Dover, April 27., A.D . 1430., and 
landed at Calais the &me day, attended by the 

^ Monftrdet, f.53. ^ Rym* ^^J- ^*^o. p.436. 

^ Jd.ibid. P-455-— 467* 
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Aj>.x43o. chief nobility of £nglaDd,andaconfider&bleiiiini« 

^"-"^^"^ ber of troops. But many of thefe troo^ w«reft> 
terrifledby the reports they heard oftheMbidof 
Orleans, that they ioimediately defert«d, and ^e* 
turned to England ; which obliged the Duke of 
Glouceftar to ifliie a proclamation for appreheNU 
ing them, wherever they could be filuiid''* 
From Calais Henry was conduS;ed to Eoiieii^ 
where he refided about eighteen months ; M it 
appears, from the beft authority, that he wii^ 
not crowned at Paris till December 17., A.IX 
1 43 1. ^ The delay of his coronation proceeded 
from the fame caufe with the delay of bt^ voyitge, 
viz. the want of money ; and yet all the money 
beilowed upon both was thrown away, as tb^y 
produced no good e&£t. * 

Maid of Soon, af bsr the arrival of King Henry in Fruno^, 
,2£°' att event happened which filled the Edglfto wiib 

prifoner. the moft lively tranfports of joy. This was 4lie 
, capture of the Maid of Orleans, who f^ fiwne 
time pad had been the great objeA of their dreisul 
and hatred. That intrepid heioine h^d fought 
* her way into the town of Compeigne, which ^9» 
faefieged by the Englifh and Burgundians; and 
on the very next day, May ^5., flie headed afelly^ 
which at firft was fuccefsful, but ai laCt repulfed. 
The Maid, as ufu«l^ placed h¥r(^%t in tbe*rear of 
her troops, and frequentlyf^ced about on the fHif- 
fuers, and put them to a ftand* At length, hiing 
furrounded, and pulled from her horfe, finding lit 

5' Bym, FiBd. tow- ip. p. 4;a« 

*' Villar, torn. 15, p. 96. From the r^ifier of the parliament of 
Parie, * > 
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lAfioilble Jto «fciqie, ;flie fiir^efiderfid herfidf a A<az4jfi4 
priibber tathe ballardof Vendome, who ddi* '' ~* 
-wraliier tp Jobii de Luxemboui^, £ad of Ligny, 
aoffiixuutKier of tbe Burgundian armjr. Tlie joy 
o£ihie Engiiib and Bui^^dians od this occafioii' 
was exceffive^ and th^ whole camp refounded 
with loud reiterated acclamations ^K Tl^re waa 
as great rejoidkigs at Paris, and other places iti 
pcrfleffiob of the Engltfli, as if they had obtained 
the mQ& deciiive victory. 

The unh^py Maid frotn the firil moment of aj>.i43i. 
her captivity, was uugratefuHy n^le^ted by bee *^*n»^ 
fii^da, aad cruelly treated by her enemies. The 
Dnkeof. Btdford having bought her from the 
£ail €f Ligny for the eqormous fum of ^i o^ooo^ 
and an annuity of £^300 to the baflard of Yen* 
domc^ file was conduS;ed to Rouen, thrown into 
a dungeon^ «id loaded with irons. In this de** 
plocaUe ftaAe (he languilhed many months, while 
Jifr.eBemies were contriving tlie mode of proceed- 
ing 'iqpdnft her, in order to fecure hercondeoK- 
nation. Meflengers we're fent to the plaice of her 
nativity, to ioveftigate the aSiions of her youth; 
but tbe reports they brqught back were not un- 
favourable* As a prifoner of war flie was intitled 
to be treated with civility, and either to be ex- 
ehaiiged or ranfomed. At length a commifiioli 
was gcttttted to the Biihop of Beauvais, brother 
Martia, viiar general of the inquifition, and cer- 
tain ^&&on of t^e canon law, to try her for h<d- 
nfy, Ibreery, and witchcraft. All her judges 
wvMflsmbKia in the Engliih int^reil, and deter- 

' *• ViOar, torn. 15. p. 19. 
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AJ)^s4di« mined, if pofflble^ to find Iter guilty^ TMbL 
judges held their firfl feffion, Febroacy i3.9*A«D»: 
1431.; when their forlorn prifboer was broQgfat 
before them, loaded with irons, from which &e 
ear neflly in treated them to relieveher,butinv«o» 
In that and fifteen fucceeding feffions, tbey afkad 
her a prodigious number of queiUons, many of 
them very artful and enfnaring; bat though ibd 
was quite illiterate, and was not allowed the aifift- 
ance of any counfel, fhe anfwered all their quof^ 
tions in a manner fo acute and guandad^ that they 
gained no advantage. In a word, they could di£^ 
oover nothing on which to found ^ festenee of 
condemnation, except-^ that (he had worn maa's 
clothes and arms, and engaged in war-'^-^aftd that 
(he perfifted in declaring, tliat fhe believed the 
vifions (he had feen were real vifions. H^ ftofk^ 
cutors then laboured to work upon the two power* 
fill paffions of the love of life and the fear <^ death 
— by painting, in theftrongeft colours, tbebor* 
rors of that fentence which was to be pronoimqsd 
upon her— *«nd by perfuading her to make areoui** 
tation,in order to &ve both her body And her foul 
from torment. At length, fhe coniented tofiib» 
^ribe, with the fign of the crois, a folemn promife, 
never more to bear arms, or wear man's apparel^ 
to which, it is faid, feveral other articles, unknown 
to her, were added. She was^then furniflied witii 
the drefs of her own fex ; but it was taken away in 
the night by her guards, and a man's drefe pot ill 
its place ; of which fhe complained bitterly in tl^ 
morniog, and continued in bed as long ataatme 
would permit Wh«n qoi^ained to rife, fhe 
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covered herfelf with fome p^rt bf the man^s ap* AJD.x4a«. 
parel; on which her keepers, who had an opportu- **-*v— * 
nity of obferving all her a6tk>ns9 ruflied into the 
room. Her judges were aflembled ; the keepers 
fwore they had feen her in man's clothes ; a fen* 
tence of death was pronounced upon her, as a re* 
lapfed heretic ; and ihe was delivered to the fecu* 
lar arm, to put that fentence in execution. 

This was accordingly done, in the market*place Her ext« 
of Rouen, May 30., in the prefence of the Calrdi. ^""^^ 
na} of Winchdler, feveral other biihops, all her 
judges, and an amazing multitude of f][)edlator8» 
On the front of the pile of wood on which fhe 
was to be burnt, a tablet was Aifpended, with this 
inicription : ^' Joan, who made herfelf be called 
'Mhe Maid, a pernicious liar, a deceiver of the 
*^ people,aforcerels, fuperilitious, prefumptuous, 
<^ cruel, a blafphemer, an infidel, a murderer, an 
" idolater, a worfliipper of the devil, an apoftate, 
" fchifmatic, and heretic." When the Maid 
appeared, ftill loaded with chains, emaciated, 
dejeAed, and bathed in tears, a pried mounted 
a pulpit, and proDounced a moil virulent invec- 
tive againil the unhappy vi6lim about to be fa- 
crificed ; concluding with this hypocritical de- 
diaration :— •* Joan, the church can prote6l you 
*« no longar, and now gives you up to fecular 
" juftice." Thefecular magiftrates were So much 
affeded, that they could pronounce only the 
iingle word. Proceed. She was thiep placed on 
the pile, and reduced to alhes, embracing a crofi, 
and calling on the name of Jefus to her laft 
moment Thus perifiied, in $he midft of flames, 
. . ; and 
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iU>. X43Y« and under a load of caintnnj, the virtaonis, he* 
^'^ -^ roic Maid of Orleans, whofeonly crime feems to 
have been an ardent, enthufiaftic love of her 
country, which flie preferved from a foreign 
yoke. The beft apology' that can be made for 
her profecutors i»~-that their refentment was 
inflamed beyond meafure by the loffes they had 
fuftained — that they really believed her to be an 
agent of the devil — and that they hoped, by her 
diigrace and death, to recover their former 
afcendant over their enemies ; in whith they 
were difappointed. ^^ 
Miiiury - The EngUih and Burgundians were obliged to 
oprntiont. ^^^ ^^^ g^g^ of Compeigne, after it had conti- 
nued fix months. Lagny was befieged thfee 
times by the EngUih in vain. The other niiH* 
tary operations of this year werefo trifling,' that 
they merit no attention. 
Aj>.x43ft. Both the contending nations were now fo much 
Continued, exhauftedbythislongjbloody^and expenlivewar, 
that they could not bring any confiderable armies 
into the field. They were therefore chiefly em- 
ployed in taking towns and caftlesfrom each other 
by furprife,and in predatory excurfions from their 
feveral garrifons. Thus Chartres was furprifed 
by the French, and Montargis by the Engliih, in 
the (pringof this year; and the open country in 
the feveral provinces was plundered by both 
parties,and the people reduced to great diftrefs^^ 
The Englifli again befieged Lagny twice in Ae • 
courfe of this campaign, but without fuccefs. <* 

*♦ Viliar, tom. 15. p. 38—76. From the rcgiftcr of the procefi. 
« Monftreitti £ U^97^ ** tt«H, f.40. 
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Aim of Borgundy, Duckefs of Bedford^ died aj>.x4sp 
at Paris, November 14., A.D. 1432. ; and her ]^1^^^ 
death diflblved the chief tie which united the ibnding 
Dukes of Burgundy and Bedford. The coolnefs ^^l^ 
between thefe two princes was nmch increafed of Bedfoni 
by the fiidden marriage of tie latter, in January *»«* ^w- 
A.D. 1433., to Jaqueline, daughter of the Sari aj),x433. 
of St. Pol, without confultingf.the fbcmer. To 
prevent an open rupture^ the Cardinal, Bifliop - ^ 
of Winchefter, prevailed upon them to appciDi 
a meeting at St» Omer^s, to fettle all their dt& 
putes. But when the two d^kesi came to that 
place, in May this year, neither, of ^bem cobid 
be jfH'eVaifed upon to fHiake dieotber/the firft vifl& 
The Ca^dinallaboured eavileftiy to overcome tfais 
difficulty, but tono pui^ofe f and tbey departed 
without meeting, in mutual difcontent. The 
Duke of Bedford, on this oeeafiony allowed bis 
prtA^ to overcome hib prud^ee ^^of which he 
beaftify repented, when it was <oo late, " 

While the people of England were regaled with The Eng- 
the'uews of frequent vi6lories,and encouraged by ^»^^^»- 
the profpeft of fubduing France, they bore the 
expences of the war without much repining; but 
when the tide of fuccefs turned, and the ptHsfpe& 
<rf conqueft vaniflied, they became peeviih and 
discontented. The fupplies, obtained from par- 
liament with great difficulty, were quite inade- 
quate to the exigencies of the wa^. This tp- 
cUncd the majority of the En^ifli council to wife 
fbr peace ; and conferences were held for that 



^ Ifo^ftrehti £.89990. 
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AJ>.z4j3. purpofe lafl year, under thi tnedi^tioQ of the 
"^ " '' .~^ Pope, and this yeAr under the Inedietion of the 
Duke of Orleans, who hoped to obtbiti deliver- 
ance from his long captivity in £ngland, by bal- 
ing the inftrument of procuring peace. But thtf 
preteniions of the Englilh were too high, and 
the conceffions of the French too low, to admit 
of an accommodation. ^' 
AJy*t4$4* The aUiance of the Duke of Burgundy with the 
^^ ^ EngHfli, againft his own family and bis native 
inclined to country, into wbtch he had been brought.bythe 
peace with yioJence of his refentment for the murder of his 
father, was neither very natural nor veiy prudent* 
His reientment was tiow much abated ; and he 
plainly perceived that it was not his intereft to 
fee a king of England peaceably feated on the 
throne of France. He had been often diigufted 
by his Englifli allies^ aiid was continually foti- 
cited by his neareft relations to liften to tbe |rfau* 
(ible excufes and tempting offers made by King 
Charles. Thefe confiderations gradually abated 
his averfion to Charles and his attachment to 
the £nglifli« At ati interview which he had 
with his two brothers-in Jaw, the Duke of Bour- 
bon and the Conilable Richmond, at Nevers, to 
fettle fome family difputes, towards the end <^ 
this year, he was brought to a final refolution 
to be reconciled to Charles* A congrefs was 
appointed to be aflembled next year^ in the city 
of Arras; to which the Duke of Burgandy in* 
filled the Engliih ihould be invited, as he had 
folemnly engaged not to make peace without 

»■ Rym. Feed. torn. to. p.5t4* 530. 5569 «dc. 
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Hmr pkrticapaHon. Tbey wore accord&sgly in-^ A;D«i434. 
ntfd^ aod.acaq)ted.of the invitation. ^* ^— y— ^ 

King Cbarl^s appointed no fewer than twenty* aj>.u35* 
nine commiffiwers to.thia congrefs, confifting J^ru, 
of the gr^teil lords and prelates, and mod 
leaened men oi his kingdom *''. The King of 
^glaQd nftoied twenty^feven commiffioners, of 
the higheft rank and greateft eminence in church 
and date*'. The Duke of Burgundy,, the moid 
magni^C^nt prince Qf thofe times, appeared m 
p^Xoq, attended by bis whde court, and the 
chief nobility of his dominions* The Pope fent 
^ Cardinal x>f the holy erds; and the council 
%f Qafil, tb^n fitting, deputed the Cardinal of 
Cyprus to r«pr^fent tb^m. In a word, there 
was hardly a prince or ilate in Europe whicb 
did not fend amfaafladors to this congrefs, which 
was. tbe moft numerous and fplendid affembly 
Ibat had been feen for ieveral ages^^^ 
. J« tbe^ (irft feffion of this famous congrefi, ThcEng.' 
4ttguil 20., ea^h of the two cardinals, wbo^^^ 
^^ s^ mediators, made a fpe^ch, defcribing nesieart 
the calamities of war and the bl^ffings. of peace, ^^"" 
MMi eairneiUy recommending moderation in their > 

demiMMls to tbe plenipotentiaries o£ the powers 
at war, that a peace might be concluded. But ' 
after they entered upon b.ufine^ it ibon ap.^ 
peared^ tbat t^re was no probability that a 
peace would be made at this time between the 
Kmfp of En^and and. France. Hie Erench 
fienipot^ntiaries propofed -^to cede to theXiog 

»• Monftrtlct^ f. loa. ^ Id, £• xo8. ♦' W. f. 107. 
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A^*i43i. of Bogland the provin^^ of Kormatidjr send 

*""*"'^' — Guienne, to be held fcy homiige of the ciown rf 

France, on condition dut U^nrj Telitifaiihed 

alt his preienRom to that crown, and g»v0 op 

all the other places he held in France. The 

Engliih commiffioneFS were fi> nmch ctfefidedat 

this propofat, which they confidered as an infhlt, 

that they did not deign. to return an^y anfwer to 

it, or make any propofals of their own, but broke 

off the a>nferences, and left Arras abruptly, 

September 6. "^^ This was certainly a very iitt* 

prudent ftep, as it made them appear in an un^ 

l&TOurable light to the other powers of Ev^rbpe, 

and furnifhed the Dtike of Burgtmdy. with a 

plauflble pretence for naaking a feparate p^c^ 

with Fraoce. 

Peace be- As foou as the Euglifli plenipotentiaries were 

^l^e gP'*^ *^^^ ^f France artd Burgundy laboured to 

ind Bur- adjuft the terms of reconcfiUation betweefi thele 

<^* two p<ywers. This was not a difficult taft!, a9 the 

Duke of Burgundy obtained every thiitg he C0UM 

d^re ; and the peace was fealed and IWorn^ w^ 

great foleemiityy at Artat^, September 91^. "^ 

Confe- Wbeo this peace was preielaimed in the eitiM 

gienceaof ^f fraiice afid of the territories of the Dutee <tf 

Burgundy, tbe r^eieings were exteffive and eod** 

timied feveral days.. But when the report o#4t 

reached Engknd^ it excited the moil violent id* 

dignatioA agai^isft tibe Duke of Bui^gtindy, wlM 

WM loaded with the bitterel^ reproiK^e^ ^ ^ 

breteh of bis sAliaifee. The Lotidone^ii 'm pattt 

cular were fo much enraged, that they plun- 

^^ Monftrelet, f. 110— ixa. ^ ld*£.ii%-**^tf^ 

^ dered. 
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dered, attd even murdfived, feveral of bis fHh AJ>'i4ai* 
je^ls who refided in that city. The hersdd& ht '' ^'^"-^ 
£mt to notify the peace ia form, and make an 
apcAogy for bisco»du&, wece treated with grej^ 
cpntempt, and fent ba^ without an anfw^^ 
whoch. greatly irritated that powerful prince^ and 
ain.vertod an unfteady M&ki into a determined 
t&efny.'^^ 

During the oongtef^ at Arraa, England fu£ ^^ 
tained an ^reparable lofs by the deaih of the ofBedford. 
£>uke of B^lford^ who expired at Rouen, Sep- 
tember 14.9 deeply affie^ed by the untowai^d 
events which had lately happened^ and the 
dread of ftiU greater di&iters. ^^ 

. The council of England, from the beginning A.D.1436. 
of tiH» unhappy reign, was divided into two -^^^^^ 
pvrties} the one headed by the Duke of Glou- cQimciiof 
cefter,. and the other by the Cardinal of Win- ^|^* 
dnefter* The animofity of thefe poctie^, whsch confe- 
was very violeot, difturbed Ihe peace of the ^"®°<^' 
omatajy and ehftnsgled the vinous profqou^ ^ 
tioo of the war. Richard Duke of York was . 
appointed Regent of France, by the influence of 
^e Duke of GlouceiUr and has party y bdt the 
other party, who favioured Edmund Beacdbrt, 
aibeifwards Duke of Somrerfet^ the Cardinal'^ lie^ 
|dttWy thiew fo many impediments in t^e way, 
that fix moiith$^ ek^^d bf&re the Duke of 
York obtained his ooounifiifHi. In this interval^ 
tfae city df Paris, and almoft all iht otberplaces 
df ftrength in the ifle ci France, were loft, beii]^ 

either 
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Aj>.i43«* e^her purdia&tl, iurprlfed, or fondly taken^ by 

"^"^^^ the enemy. *^ 

Commif- The council of Ei^land, efpecially tiist part 

^^rl\ c^it under the influence of the Cardinal, difeou^ 

the Duket 

of Bur- raged by ib many lofles, and dreading ftill more, 
|;^7>^ became fincerely defiroua of peace, aadgav« a 
commiflion to the Duke of Yoiic, May 3o.» to 
treat of a truce or peace ; and at the fimie thne 
gave a commiffion to the Cardinal of Wincbefter^ 
and the Duke of Burgundy, wfaofe eomity they 
had drawn upon themielvea by fo many infiiltSy to 
treat of a marriage between King Henry mod a 
daughter of King Cbilrles, to whom they gave 
only the name of Charles de Valois ^% Th^e 
abibrd and fneaking commiffiona, fo inoonfiftent 
with their haughty behaviour at the congrefs of 
Arras, and their contemptuous treatment of th^ 
Duke of ftirgundy, are a fufficient indioaticm of 
the weaknefi and iniiability of the councils oi 
England at tht$ period, and mud diminifli miv 
furprife at the lofie&and diigraces whiciv eniiiecL 
Calais be- The Duke of Burgundy was fb far from a£tii^ 
^g^ i as a commiffioner of the King of England, that he 
Jfed. was at this very time raifing a great army, with 
whicb he invefted Calais, July 19. The Duke c^ 
Gloucefter, and hisparty in thecounci), who were 
always for a vigorous pro&cution of the war, bear« 
ing of thefe great preparations, and alarmed at 
the danger oithis important plac6, in a few weeks 
collected a fleet of 500 fad, and railed nn aiany 
l}f 15,000 men, witli which, be landed gt Calais, 

*l .14. L469 4^f 48» Monihr^ct, t J^^ , * 
-** K^* Feed* torn. IQ. p. 643— ^44* 
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Augulla. TheDUkeof Bilrguiidy,nowdefpair« ad.i456* 
ing of taking the town, and afraid to venture a ^~**~t 
battle, raifeid the fiege with great precipitation, 
leaving his heavy cannon and the greateit part of 
bis baggage behind him. The Duke of Glou- 
cefter purfiied him, burning and deftroying the 
country, and coUeStifig a great deal of booty, 
with which he returned to Calais, and from 
thence to England. ^ 

The Duke of York having landed in Normandy Miiijaij 
in June with a reinforcement of 8000 men, the ®P«^^®°^ 
war was pulhed with fome degree of vigour, and 
feveral places recovered, which had been taken 
by the enemy. The brave Lord Talbot defeated 
a coiifiderable body of French troops^ com- 
manded by Xantrails and La Hire, who had ap. 
proached Rouen, in hopes of being admitted into 
it, by certain citizens, with whom they held a cor- 
refpondence. Towards the end of the year, he 
took the ftrong town of Pontoife by a ftratagem ; 
which enabled the Englifh to pufli their predatory 
incurfions to the very gates of Paris. ^° 

Queen Katharine, widow of Henry V., died Ja- AD.1437. 
nuary 7., this year. Soon after the death of her ooemKa- 
Tenowne4 hudband, (he married Owen Tudor, a tharmc, 
Welfti gentleman, by whom Ihe had three fons, ^^' 
Edmund, Jafper, and Owen. Edmund, the 
eldeft^ was created Earl of Richmond, by Henry 
VI., A.D. 1452., and married the lady Margaret, 
only daughter of John Beaufort Duke of Soraer- 
fet J by whom he had one fon, Henry Earl of 

** Stow, p. 37(5. Fabian, v. a* p.i39« Monftrelet, f.rj j — i^g. 
^ Monftreleti f.Z40. 14%* 
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AJ>. 1437- Richmond^ afterwards King of England ^'. The 
^^"^ fuddennefs of Queen Katharine's fecond mar- 
riage, and the very inferior rank of her hnfband, 
gave great offence to her royal relations, and 
brought her into general contempt ; but the re- 
ipe£b which the Englifh minifters bore to the me- 
mory of their late King, prevented them from 
giving Mr. Tudor any trouble during the Queen's 
life. Immediately after her death he Was com- 
mitted to Newgate ; from which he made his^ 
efcape ; but being retaken about a year after^ he 
was committed to the tower. '* 
Miikar>' The Duke of Burgundy was fo much harafied 
operations j^y jjjg frequent infurre6lions of his Flemiih fub- 
je6ls, that he could give but little aid to his new 
allies. Dreading the refentment of the Englifh, 
which was much inflamed by his late attempt upon 
Calais, he earneftly entreated the King of France 
to colledl his forces, and make the moil vigorous 
efforts againfltheircommon enemies, promifing to 
favour his operations by a diverfion on the fide of 
Normandy. Roufed from his habitual indolence 
by thefe intreaties, t^harles appointed a rendiez- 
vous of his troops at Gien, in the fpring of this 
year; and, putting himfelf at their head, be- 
fieged and took Landen, Nemours, and Mon- 
flreaw-Faute-Yone. At the fiege of this lafl 
place, he gained great honour by his adliyity and 
perfonal courage. " 
continued. The Duke of Burgundy was not fo fuccefsful 
in this campaign.^ About the beginning of 06lo-^ 

'* Dugdate's. Baron, vol.3. p.237,'&c. SandfordV G«neai. p. 985. 

T' Stow, p. 376. Rym. Feed. torn. 10*- p. 685, 686. 
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ber» his generals invelledCrotoy, near Abbeville, A.D.i437» 
a place of great importance on account of its ^-— v—-* 
flrength and iStuation ; ^ile the Duke, at thehead 
of an army, lay near to prevent his being relieved. 
The brave Lord Talbot, having coUe6ted a fmall 
army of about 5000 men, marched towards Cro- 
toy. When he reached the Somme, he found the 
Duke of Burgundy, with his army on the oppo* 
fite bank, ready to difpute his paflage. Fired with 
indignation againfl that prince, Talbot and his 
troops plunged into the river without hefitation ; 
which fo intimidated the Burgundians, that they 
retired without ftriking a ftroke, and immedi- 
ately after raifed- the fiege. Having vifilualled 
and repaired the place, Talbot made an incurfion 
into Picardy and Artois, burning and plundering 
the country ; and then returned into Normandy, 
loaded with the fpoils and glory.!* 

By the factious intrigues which ftill prevailed Earl of 
in the council of England, the Duke of York was JJ^fJ 
deprived of the regency of France, and Richard Franco. 
Beauchamp Earl of Warwick appointed regent 
in his place, July 16." That nobleman having 
been put back feveral times by contrary winds, 
landed in Normandy in November, with a rein- 
forcement of icoo men ; and the Duke returned 
to England, much difcontented.'* 

France was at this time a fcene of the vnoft de- AD.Z43S. 
plorable diftrefs and mifery. A deftru6live pefti- Plague and 
lence and cruel famine fwept away a great pro- *°^°** 

^« Moiiftrelet> f.i49> 150- BaXtfi^s^* 
7' Rym. Feed. torn. 10. p. 674. 
'^ Hall, f.54. Stow, p.377. 
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A.D.Z438. portion of its inhabitants; while feveral of its pro- 
^^"^ ^ vinces were infefted by great bands, or rather 
armies of robbers, confiding of foldiers of fortune, 
who, having no pay, committed the moft horrible 
ravages* England 'was not without its fhare of 
inifery, being afflidled, at Jeaft in an equal de- 
gree, with the plague and famine ". Thefe ca- 
lamities produced an almofl total ceflktion^ of 
hoftilities. Richard the good Earl of Warwick, 
> Regent of France, died at Rouen, April 30.'^ 
A.p.1439. '^b^ Pope ilill continued his exhortations to 
Negotia- peacc ; which were feconded by thofe of the 
^^^* Duke of Britanny, — roftheDucheTs'Of Burgundy, 
i— and of the Duke of Orleans, who again 
oJSered his mediation, in hopes of obtaining deli- 
verance from his long captivity. In confequence 
of thefe folicitations, conferences were held this 
fummer equally diftant from Calais and Grave- 
lines, between the plenipotentiaries of England 
jB^ad France* The ambaffadors of the Pope and 
the Duke of Britanny affifted at thefe confe- 
rences j the Duchefs of Burgundy and the 
Duke of Orleans were perfonally prefent, -and 
laboured with great earneftnefs to bring about an 
accommodation, which wastohavebeen cemented 
by the marriage of the King of England with a 
daughter of the King of France. But all in vain : 
the Englilh infilling on the poflTeflion of Nor- 
mandy and' Guienne without homage, and the 
French infifl;ingon their holding them by homage. 



77 lAonllrekty f.154. Fabian, an. 143 J, Stow, p. 3 7 7. 
'» Id. ibid- 
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the conferences broke up withouteffe^l ^•. The' A4>.x439* 
Duchefs of Burgundy, at this congreis, nego* *^ ^'-^ 
tiated a truce for three years, and a treaty of 
Commerce, between tlie Englifliand the fubje£ts 
and dominions of her huiband ^°. This excel- 
cellent princefs, who was fo a£tive in promoting 
peace, was daughter of John Kiiig of Portugal, 
and grand-daughter of John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancailer, and confequently a near relation of 
the King of England. 

The conferences for peace did not interruptthe W&uay 
operations of war. The Earl of Richmond, Con. op«radoa«. 
ftable of France, invefted Meaux in the begin- 
ning of July, and obliged the town to furrender^ 
after a fiege of three weeks. But the garrifon 
retired into the market-place, which was^much 
flronger than the town, and flood another fiege. 
Lord Talbot marched to the relief of Meaiix, arid 
found means to throw fome troops and provifions 
into it } but the French camp wasfo ftfong, that 
he could neither force it, nor provoke the Cob- 
ftable to battle. The garrifon, defpairing of re* 
lief, capitulated about three weeks after the 
retreat of Lord Talbot. The Conftable was not 
fo fuccefsful in his next enterprife, the fiege of 
Avranches, which he was compelled to raife, 
with the lofe of his cannon and baggage.'* 

In the beginning of this year, a new ftorm arofe aJ).i44o. 
in France, which threatened that unhappy king- Coafpiracy 
dom with greater calamities than it had yet in. ^^"»^** 



T* Rym. Feed. toin.zo. p; yao — 733. 

"^ Id. ibid. 1. 10. p. 736. Monftrelety f.x69. 

^: Monftrelet, f.x66« 
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AJ).i44d. dured. Lewis the Dauphin, feducedby his own 
^"^~"^ ambitious fpirit, and the perfuafions of certain 
emiflaries, made his efcape from the caftle of 
Loches, where he refided with his governor the 
Earl of March, and was condu3;ed to Moulins, 
where he found the Duke of Bourbon, the Duke 
of Alen9on, the Earl of Vendome, the Lords Tri* 
moille, Chaumont, and feveral other difcontented 
noblemen, with whom he formed a plot for de- 
throning his father. The confpirators fent gen- 
tlemen of their party into thefeveral provinces, to 
communicate their fcheme to fuch as they hoped 
would join them ; but received very unfavourable 
anfwers. They imparted their plot alfo to the 
Duke of Burgundy, imagining that he ftill re- 
tained fome refentment agairift Charles for the 
aflaffination of his father. But that prifice ad- 
vifed them to defift from their defign, and make 
their fubmiffion to the King, promifing to ufe all 
his influence to procure their pardon. Hearing 
that their juftly offended fovereign was advancing 
towards them, at the head of a powerful army, 
they took this advice. The King refufed to ad- 
mit any of the confpirators into his prefence, 
except the Dauphin and the Duke of Bourbon, 
who being introduced July 19., made the mod 
humble fubmifiions, and obtained a pardon. '* 
MiKtaiy The Euglifli, taking advantage of this commo- 
operations. tion, which was much fooner compofed than they 
expedted, plundered Picardy with one army^ and 
with another, commanded by the Earl of Somerfet 
and Lord Talbot, inyefted Harfleur, which had 

•* Monilrelet, f.1711 17a. 
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been taken by the Frtnch, A. D. 1432. The a.ixi44«. 
Epglifli generals, topreventtheirbeingdifturbed, *— v— ^ 
or any relief thrown into th6 place, fortified their 
camp with a ditch and rampart, and guarded the 
harbour with a fleet. Thegarrifon and inhabitants 
made a brave and long defence in hopes of being 
relieved i and as foon as the Dauphin and the 
Duke of Bourbon made their fubmiifions, Charles 
Hexit an army to their relief; which aflaulted the 
EngliCh camp in three places at once ; but were 
repulfed. with great flaughter, and obliged to 
abandon their enterprife. The garrifim fbon 
after capitulated ; and Harfleur, the firil con^ 
queft of Henry V., fell once more into the hands 
of the Englifli ^K The Duke of York was again 
appointed regent of France July n. ** 

Two attempts were made this year to put an end Confer- 
to this long and deftru^live war, which had con- ^1^^' 

« ' peace. 

tinued twenty-five years, and (if we may believte 
the Cardinal of Winchefter) had carried off more 
men than were at this time both in France and 
England. But in vain; the article of homfage 
proving an obftacle which neither of the two na- 
tionshad the magnanimity to furmount, for the^ 
lake of a peace of which they flood fo much in 
need.^* 

The negotiations for the deliverance of the Duke of 
Duke of Orleans from his tedious captivity were ^"^liib^/ 
more fucceisfuL Negotiations for that purpofe 
had been carried on feveral years favomed by the 
Cardinal of Winchefter and his party, and keenly 

^ Monftrclet, f. 173. 188. *♦ Rym. Focd. t.io. p. 786. 

* Id. ibid. p. 7a4» 756. 7^7- ^00* 810. 
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A.D.2440. oppofed by the Duke of Gloucefter and his ad- 
•k_..T-vr-L_r ijer^ntg^ fhe Cardinal having now gained the 

afcendant in the Englifh council, the terms of a 
treaty for the Duke's deliverance were fettled^ 
and prepared for ratification. When the Duke of 
* Gloucefter perceived that he could not prevent 
the execution of this treaty, he gave in a proteft- 
ation againft it, June 2., containing feveral rea- 
fondofhisdiflent; which wfere difregarded •*. By 
this treaty, which was figtied July 2., •the Duke 
was to pay a ranfom of 100,000 nobles, equal in 
value to 200,000 crowns, at different terms. He 
engaged alfo to ufe his moft eameft endeavour&r 
to bring about a general peace ; in which, if he 
fucceeded within twelve months, all the money 
he had paid for his ranfom was to be returned, and 
the reft remitted "\ Several months elapfed 'be- 
fore all the fecurities for the ranfom, and fome 
Dther matters, were finally fettled. At length the 
Duke was conducted to Calais, and from thence 
to Gravelins, where he was fet at liberty, Novem- 
ber 12., after a melancholy captivity of twenty- 
five years, in an enemy's country, at agreat di£ 
tance from his family, bis friends, and his princely 
fortune, which was almoft ruined by the war. " 
A.D.x44t. , The great popularity of the Duke of Orleans, 
^^luo ^^ ^^® arrival in his native country, after fo long 
an abfence, gave umbrage to the court of France, 
and put it out of his power to bring about a peace. 
The war continued, and was even carried on with 



•• Rym. Fad. torn. iq. p. 765. ^ Id. ibid. p. yyi-^yH* 

* Id. ibid. p.8x9» 
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more vigour than in fome preceding years. King AD.X441. 
Charles, roufed from his habitual indolence, put 
faimfelf, with his fon the Dauphin, at the head of 
his troops, and having taken Criel in the month 
of April, about the middle of May he invefted 
Fontoife with an army of 12,000 men. This 
was a place of great importance, on account of its 
ilrength and lituation, which made him pufh the 
fiege with the greateft ardour. But he met with 
an obftinate refiilance ; and the renowned Lord 
Talbot found means to throw fuccours into the 
place three different times ; which enabled the 
garrifon to hold out feveral nlonths. The Duke of 
York,Regent of France, having colle£led an army 
of about 8000 men, marched, Auguil 15., frpm 
Rouen towards Pontoife. When he approached 
that place, he challenged the King of France to a 
pitched battle ; which that prince declined ; and 
believing ^t impoffible for theEnglifli army to pafs 
the river Oyfe without boats, he continued the 
fiege. But the Duke of York pafied the river by 
aftratagem, and marched towards the .French 
camp ; which fo much aftonifiied Charles, that he 
retired with great precipitation. The Duke, find- 
ing it impoffible to bring the French to a general 
a£fcion, victualled and recruited the garrifon of . 
Fontoife, and then returned with his army into 
Normandy. When Charles entered Paris, he met 
with a very cpld reception, and plainly perceived, 
that his late retreat had greatly diminifhed both 
the efteem and affection of his fubje£l;s ; which 
determined him immediately to return to Pon« 
toife^ and renew the fiege. The King appearing 

foremoft 
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A.D.Z44X* foremoft in every danger^ fo animated his troops, 
^"'^'"^ that the town was taken by ilorm, 500 of the gar- 
rifon put to the fword, and about the fame num- 
ber taken prifoners. By this conqueft Charles re- 
covered his reputation ; the French were greatly 
elated, and the Englifh no lefs difcouraged. ^^ 
Triaiof the The court of England was at this time a fcene 
GUmcefttt-. ^^ '^^ ^^^^ violent fa^ion. The Cardinal of 
Winchefter, whohad fpies in thefamily of his rival 
the Duke of Gloucelter, being informed by one of 
them, that the Duchefs had'private meetings with 
one Sir Robert Bolingbroke, a prieft, who was 
reputed a necromancer, and Marjory Gdurdi* 
mah), commonly called the Witch ofEye^ com- 
manded them all to be apprehended, and ac- 
cufed of treafon ; pretending that they had made 
an image of the King in wax, and placed it be- 
fore a fire, that as the image melted, the King's 
ftrength and flelh might decay, till it was quite 
deilroyed. Such an accufation would only have 
excited laughter in a more enlightened age, but 
was then treated as a mod ferious affair. The 
Duchefs was examined by the two archbilhops, 
and feveral other prelates ; and folemnly tried 
by the Earls of Huntingdon, Stafford, Suffolk, 
Northumberland, &c. ; and though no evidence 
was produced at her trial, of the image of wax, 
or of any thing that had the leafl relation to trea- 
foii, fhe was fentenced to do public penance in 
St. Paul's, and two other churches, on th^ee 
feveral days, and to be imprifoned for life. A 
cruel and unjuft fentence, which was di6lated by 

•s> Monftrclet, £.183—185. 
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party-rage, and executed with tlie greateft ri- AJX1441- 
gour ^. Bolingbroke, who was a mathematician, ' "^''~^ 
and on that account reputed a magician, was 
condemned to death, and executed at Tyburn. 
Marjory Gourdimain was burnt in Smithfield. ^^ 



The Engliih ai?my in Guienne had befieged Aj>.i44t, 

Taitas] 
lieved. 



Tartas (a ftrong town belonging to Count d'Al- T'"^^'*- 



bert)feveral months; and the garrifon capitu- 
lated in January this year, agreeing to furrender 
the town, if it was not relieved on or before 
June 24. Charles, deftermined to preferve a 
place of fo great importance, the negle6t of 
which would have diigulled Count d* Albert, and 
the nobles of thofe parts, appointed his troops to 
aflemble at Thouloufe in May ; and marching 
from thence at the head of a gallant arpiy, com- 
poled of the nobility of the fouthern provinces, 
and their followers, arrived before Tartas at the 
time appointed ; and no Engliih army appear* 
ing, the hoftages which had been given for the 
furrender of that place, were reftored ^\ Charles 
having fo fine an army, beiieged and took feveral 
towns, as St. Severe, Acques, Mermande, and 
RedlC^ 

While King Charles remained in thofe parts, chariesdb. 
he obtained another great advantage. Margaret ^^ *® 
Countefs of Cominges bad been confined in prifon cominget. 
twenty-two years by the Earl of Armagnac and 
her own hufband, Matthew Earl of Fezenfaquet, 
who divided the county between them. TheCoun- 
tefs, in her ^confinement, made a will in favonr of 



** Stow, Annal. p.38». '* Id. ibid. 

9' MoiArdet, f. 19^. ^ Id. f. zyr* 
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AJ>«x44s« the King of France, of which that prince having 
^^'~~^ received intelligence, he delivered Margaret from 
prifon, and took poiTeffion of that part of the 
county which was held by the Earl of Armagnac; 
That haughty and potent Earl was fo much en- 
raged at this, . and fome other affronts he had 
received from Charles, that he determined to 
revolt ; and fent meffengers to the court of Eng- 
land, to propofe an alliance, and to offer one of 
his daughters to the young King in marriage. 
This propofal was eagerly embraced by the Duke 
of Gloucefter ; and Sir Robert Roos, Secretary 
Bickington, and Edward Hull, were fent to con- 
clude the alliance and marriage ^\ But all the 
counfels of the court of England at this time 
were betrajred by fa6lion. The Cardinal of 
Winchefter and his party dreads nothing fo 
much as a queen in the intereft of the Duke of 
Gloucefter, and, to prevent it, probably con- 
veyed fome hints of this intrigue to Charles, 
who fell upon the Earl, reduced his whole coun- 
try, and took him and all his family, except his 
eldeft fon, prifoners. " 
^**^»t»T^ TheEnglilh, unable to make head againft King 
•perasioof. (^j^jy,jgg j^ the fouth, endeavoured to create a di- 

veriion in the north of France. The Duke of 
York fent Lord Willobey, with a body of troops, 
to plunder the country about Amiens ; while he, 
at the head of an army, made an incurfion into 
Anjou andMain,burning and deftroyingthe Imall. 
towns and villages. Towards the end of the year 
both thefe armies returned to Rouen, loaded with 

•• Rym. Feed torn. 1 1. p. 6—8. ^^ Hall, f. 64. 
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booty, but without having made any important ad.uav. 
conqueil. TheLord Talbot, who had been created '^^^~^ 
Earl of Shiewlbury, March 20., this year, landed 
in Normandy, with a reinforcement of 3000 men ; 
with which, and fome other troops, he befieged 
Dieppe, in November. But He foon found that his 
army, was too fmall to take the place by force; he 
therefore converted the iiege into a blockade; the 
care of which be left to his natural fon, a young ^ 
man of great hopes, and went to Rouen. Soon 
after his departure, the Dauphin, at the head of 
a confiderable army, attacked the Englifh troops 
before Dieppe, and obliged them to retire.'* 

The political campaign between the two parties Difputw 
in the Englifli council was as warm this year, as *" *®. 

•1. 1 1 ••^*t- council of 

the military one between the two nations m the England, 
field. ... 

The Duke of Gloucefter gave in to the King and aj). f44i. 
council an accufation of high treafon againft his 

' great adverfary, the Cardinal of Winchefter, con- 
fitting of fourteen articles. Th^ mpft capital of 
thefe'articles were, that the Cardinal, in conjunc- 
tion with his great confident John Kemp, Arch- 
biihop of York, had taken poffeffion of the King's 
perfon, and of all his power; and that he had 
cheated the King and nation of immenfe fums of 
money. Both thefe articles, as well as feveral 
others, were unqueftionably true, and could eafily 
have been proven. The council, which confifted 
chiefly of the Cardinal's creatures,declinedgiving 

. any advice or opinion; and the Cardinal extricated 
himfelf inhisufualway,byprocuringafuII pardon, 

^ Stow, p. 38a. Hall, f..59. 
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AJ>.z443- from the King, ol'all the treafons and crimes he 
^^^'-^ had ever committed. '' 

A.D.X444- The two powerful and flourifliing kingdoms of 
tw^^ ^' France and England had fuflFered fo much from 
England this long and moft deftruftive war, that they be- 
and ranee. ^^^^ jj,^ obje6ls of univcrfal pity; and almoil all 
the Princes and States of Europe laboured to pro* 
cure a peace between them. The Duke of Orleans, 
who now poflefled that place in the confidence of 
his fovereign, to which he was intitled, promoted 
thefame end with the greateftzeal. IfabelDuchefs 
of Burgundy, in the name of the Duke her huf- 
band, concluded a truce, for an indeterminate 
time, with Richard Duke of York, Regent of 
France, April 23. A. D. 1443. *• Plenipotentiaries 
from the Kings of England and France met at 
Tours, to fettle the terms of a perpetual peace, or 
long truce. William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, 
was at the head of the Engli(h negotiators, and 
the Duke of Orleans at the head of thofe of France. 
It foon appeared, that a final peace could not yet 
be obtained 5 and therefore the plenipotentiaries 
concluded a truce. May 28. A.D. 1444., between 
the two Kings and their allies on both fides, from 
that time to April i. A.D. 1446., during which 
period the conferences for a peace were to be con- 
tinued '^ By feveral fubfequent treaties, this 
truce was prolonged to April i. A.D. 1450. ^"^ 
King The Earl of Suffolk, prefuming upon the pro- 

Hcno'con. teaion of his great friend the Cardinal of Win- 

Iradted. *^ 

^ Hall, f. 61 — 64. R>Tn. Feed, tonu xi.* p. ao. 

^ Rym,Fced. tom.ri. p.24 — 26. ^Md. ibid, p.58 — 67. 

'•** Id. ibid. p.97. 164. 199. ZI4. 
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chefter, engaged in another negotiation^forwhich A.i>,t444. 
he doth not feem to have had any proper autho- ■■ -" v -* 
ritjr, and in which he was unfortunately too fuc- 
cefsfuL This was a treaty of marriage betweleii 
his mafter King Henry and Margaret of Anjou, 
daughter of Reni, titular King of Sicily, Naples, 
and Jerufalem, and Duke of Anjou, who, with 
all thefe pompous titleSj was the pooneil prince 
in Europe. From his three kingdoms he derived 
not one farthing of revenue ; and almoft all his 
hereditary eftates were in the hands of the Eng- 
Ii(h, or mortgaged to the Duke of Burgundy (to 
whom he had been a prilbner) for his ranfom« 
With this princefs, therefore, no fortune could 
beexpeSed. But that was not the word; for 
the King of France, her uncle, demanded, and 
obtained a Iblemn engagement, that the King of 
of England, in confideration of this marriage, 
ihould furrender all the places he held in Anjoa 
and Main to the Duke of Anjou, and his 
brother Charles Earl of Main, who was King 
Charles's favourite and prime minifter. As foon 
as the Earl of Suffolk had concluded this fatal 
contrail, he haftened into England to procure its 
ratification. "' • 

When this contra6l (which had been contrived Th* con- 
by the Cardinal of Winchefter and the Earl of proved^ 
Suffolk, in order to have a queen in their in- councH. 
tereft, and indebted to them for her elevation,) 
was laid before the Engliih council, the Earl, in 
a long ipeech, magnified the high birth, the grtot 
beauty, and admirable accomplifhments of the 

'*» HaU, f. 65* Stow, tW383, 384. 
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AJ).z444. princefi, M^hich, he laid, were more valuable than 
*^"'T'~'~^ all the gold and filver in the world j and repre-^ 
fented further, that by her near relation to the 
King, Queen, and prime minifter of France, fhe 
would procure a fpeedy and honourable peace; 
The young King was as much pleafed, as one of 
his monkiih chara6ler could be, with the defcrip- 
tion given by the Earl of the charms and endow- 
ments of his intended bride. The Cardinal and 
his party in the council applauded this tranf- 
a6tion in the ilrongeft terms. In a word, it 
met with no oppofition but from the Duke of 
Gloucefter, who plainly difcerned its tendency, 
and the defign of its promoters. That prince af- 
firmed, that the King was already folemnly con- 
tracted to a daughter of the Earl of Armagnac, 
who, being now reftored to his eftates, was ready 
to perform the conditions of the contract ; that 
by adhering to this engagement, which could not 
be violated without difhonour, the King would 
obtain an amiable confort, an ample fortune, and 
a powerful ally. But thefe objedlions were difre- 
garded : and this oppofition anfwered no other 
end but to inflame the refentmeiit of Margaret 
againft the Duke, and increafe her attachment to 
^ his enemies. *''* 
AD- J445. Still further to ftrengthen their party, the Car- 
Hexuy's diual and Suffolk perfuaded the King, who was 
"*^**^' wholly under their direction, to confer additional 
honours on forae of the mod powerful of the nobi- 
lity. John Holland Earl of Huntingdon, was made 
Duke of Exeter ; Humphrey Earl of Stafford, 

Duke 
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Duke of Biiol^inghara ; Henry Ue Beaucbamp AJX1445. 
Earl of Warwick, I>uke of Warwick, mA King 
of the lile of Wight '°3 • th^ Earl of Suffolk was 
erected Marw of SftffQlk, and fent with a 
fpl^di4 tr^ia of lords and ladies to conduS; the 
fijture queen ipto England, wbere,^ in auevil 
hour, ilte landed, Apfril A. D. 1445^, and waa 
warned to the King at Southwich, in Hamp-e 
ftire, Qn the ^^d of that month, suid crowned 
with.great'panip, at W^ftminfter, May 30.*''^ 

The Cardinal and Suffolk fiK>n found, that the chancer 
Qtteen they bad cholfen was admirably fitted fbr ^^^ 
promating the felfiih ambitious ends which they 
h?id in view* By her beauty and addrefs, fhe . 
g^ned m entire afcendant over her weak and 
duiAile huiband. He reflgned the reins of go* 
vi^fpment into her hands j which flie, being ua- 
turally bold, a^ive, and ambitious, grafped with 
eigernefsl Knowing to whom flie was indebted 
far her elevation, Ihe entered keenly into ail their 
pftge^s, and adopted all their paffions, particu* 
larjy their hatred of the Duke of Glouceften 
Th^t prince attempted to efface the unfavour* 
able imprelSons his oppofition to her marriage 
h^ made upom her mind, by meeting her onher 
road to London with 500 of his followers in one 
livery. But in vain ; his deftrufition was deter- 
Sliced by Margaret and her confidents. "^ 

The Queen and her friends being now in the AJDa-u^. 
9^mt\i af their power and popularity, they pro- ^^^ 

^' RynL Ford. t. ii« p. 49* Dugdale's Baron, yol. !• p.948« 165. 
"^ Hall, f. 66. Stow, p. 384. Fabian, f, 193. "^^ Id. ibid. 
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AJ).i446. cured from parliament a large fupply, and the re- 
^""^"^ peal of an a6l made in the reign of Henry V.-^ 
bj^^Ua- " That no peace Ihould be made with the Dau- 
meat. c< phin of France, without the affent of the three 
« eftates in parliament "'^." Encouraged by this 
fuccefs, the Marquis of Suffolk made a long and 
pompous harangue in the houfe of peers, June 22. 
A.D. 1446., extolling his own wifdom, zeal, and 
fuccefs, in negociating the truce with France, 
and the King's marriage, and requefting their ap- 
probation of his conduft in thefe weighty affairs j 
which was granted. On the day after he made 
a fimilar harangue and requeft in the houfe of 
commons ; and, on the 24th, William Burghlyj 
their fpeaker, attended by many of the members, 
went up to the houfe of peers, where the King was 
feated on his throne, and in the name of the com- 
mons of England, defired the concurrence of the 
lords in petitioning the King to reward the Mar- 
quis of Suflblk for his meritorious fervices. This 
was granted ; and all the members of both houfes, 
on their knees, prefented the petition to the King, 
which was gracioufly received, and favourably 
anfwered '°^ How different, in a few years 
after, were the fentiments of parliament on thefe 
fubjedls. 
AJO.1447. The Queen, the Cardinal, and Suffolk, think- 
Death of ing. they might now attempt and execute any 
^*^6iou-* thing with impunity, determined to rid them- 
ceft«r. felves of their moft formidable adverfary the 
Duke of Glouceften The laft parliament had 

'^ Parliament Hlft. Tol. X J. p. 941. 

^'^ Halli i,(i^. Stow> p.385. Daniel in Kenaet^ P*394» ^* 
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been fo obfequious, that they feem to have ima- Aj),i447. 
gined they could procure his legal condemna- 
tion. With this view a parlianoent was fummoned 
to meet at St. Edmundlbury, February lo* A.D. 
1447. The Duke, dreading no danger, came from 
his cadle of the Devizes, with a fmall retinue, to 
the place appointed. At the opening of the par- 
liament every thing was tranfadled in the ufual 
form, and nothing appeared to excite fufpicion. 
But on the next day the Lord Beaumont, conft able 
of England, attended by the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, and feveral other peers of Suffolk's party, 
arrefted and imprifoned the Duke of Gloucefter, 
feizing at the lame time all his attendants, and 
committing them to different prifons. The cour- 
tiers gave out, that the Duke had formed a con- 
fpiracy to kill the King, and place himfelf on the 
throne ; to deliver his duchefs from prifon, and 
make her Queen of England; and that he was to 
be immediately brought to triaji for high treafon. 
But finding that this improbable tale, of which they 
could produce no evidence, met with no credit, 
they changed their plan, andrefolved to difpatch. 
him privately, rather than bring him to a public 
trial. Accordingly, fome time after his commit- 
ment, he was one morning found dead in his bed, 
though he had been in perfe£l health on the pre- 
ceding evening. His dead body, which had no 
marks of violence upon it, was expofed to the view 
of the parliament and of the people, to perfuade 
th^m that he had died a natural death. But in this 
they had but little fuccefs ; for though the feveral 
reports that were circulated concerning the man- 
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Digitized by 



Googlc' 



,^2 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BookV. 

AJ>.r447. ner of his death were probably no better than 
* '7 ^ mere conje6lures, it was univerfally believed that 
he had fallen a victim to the malice and cruelty 
of his three capital enemies ; who on that ac- 
count became the objefts of public hatred ***. 
One of the mod inveterate of thefe enemies, 
the rich, cunning, and ambitious Cardinal of 
Winchefter, did not long flirvive him, dying, 
April 1 1., in great horror, and bitterly reproach- 
ing his riches, becaufe they cduld not prolong 
his life. '^ 
ThcQuectt After the death of the Duke of Gloucefter and 
^ous. ° th® Cardinal of Winchefter, the Marquis of Suf- 
folk became the fole minifter of ftate, and great 
favourite of the Queen. To filence the clamours 
of the people againft Suffolk, for the furrender of 
Anjou and Main, in confequence of the Queen's 
CQntra6l of marriage, which he had negociated, 
the King iffued a proclamation, June 1 8., declar- 
ing his entire approbation of his condu£l in that 
tranfa£tion "'*': a fliallow device, which could have 
little or no effe6b. The Queen and her favourite 
were ftill more feverely cenfured by the public, 
for the murder of the Duke of Gloucefter j and 
the method they took to free themfelves ifrom thofe 
cenfures, had a tendency to confirm them. Se- 
veral of the Duke's friends and followers were 
tried before the Marquis of Suffolk, and fome 
other commiffioners of his party, and found guilty 
(upon little or no evidence) of the higheft fpecies 
of high treafon, a confpiracy to kill the King, and 
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place the Duke of Gloucefter on the throne. AJ).i447. 
But Suffolk, finding that he bad gone too far, and '^ — ^'"^ 
that the execution of fo many gentlemen, who 
were univerfally believed to be innocent, would 
gre^y inflame the public hatred againft him, 
procured them a pardon ; f(5r which he could in- 
vent no better reafon than this, " That the King, 
^ from his cradle, had a Angular veneration for 
<< the glorious and immaculate Virgin Mary the 
" mother of God j" and becaufe the feaft of her 
^ffumption was near at hand, he pardoned thole 
gentlemen, v^ho^ with many others, hsid con- 
ipired to deprive him of his crown and life *". 
This ridiculous reafon convinced a.11 the World of 
th^ir innocence, and of the guilt of thofe who 
had firft condemned them, and afterwards pro- 
cured their pardon. The indecent hafle and ra- 
pacity with which the Queen and Suffolk feized 
on the great eitates of the Duke of Gloucefter, 
or beftowed them on their creatures, rendered 
them juftly and completely odious. "* 

Though Richard Duke of York, on his return The Duke 
from France, after the concluiibn of the late afpittt*to 
truce, had his conduct as regent of France ap- thecrowik 
^proved by the King and council, and received a 
new commiffion of regency for five years longer ; 
the Queen and Suffolk, fufpedting that he would 
obftrudi the furrender of Anjou and Main, de- 
prived him of that high ofiice, and beftowed it 
on Edmund Duke of Somerfet"^ : an injury of 

"> Rym. Foed. tomi xx. p.^8. "^ Id. ibid. p»ii5*«iS» 

"^ HaU,f.67. 
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A.D.I447* which they foon had reafon to repent For the 
"^ ' ^ Duke of York, irritated at this affront, and encou- 
raged by the weaknefs of the King, and the mif- 
condu3: of the Queen and Suffolk, began to caft 
his eyes upon the crown, employing emiffaries 
in all parts of the kingdom to explain his right, 
extol his merits, and reprefent the neceffity of a 
revolution in his favour. This had a great effe6l, 
and foon produced thofe bloody wars, between 
the houfes of York and Lancafter, which 
brought England to the brink of ruin. 
AJ).X44S. The King of France did not forget to demand 
Surrender the furreudcr of the provinces of Anjou And Main, 
^d^n. ^* ftipulated in the marriage-contradt of the 
Queen of England ; and that demand was one 
caufe of thofe calamities that were crowded into 
the fubfequent years of this unhappy reign, For 
though the Queen and her favourite Suffolk were 
fufficiently difpofed to furrender thofe provinces, 
the people of England loudly exclaimed againft 
it J and the Engliflx troops, which had them in 
their poffeflion, were very unwilling to give them 
up ; and fome of them obftinately refufed f o do 
it till they were compelled by force. "♦ 
Breach of When thcfc troops (particularly the garrifon of 
c truce, ^j^ijg^ which had been ipoft refra6lory) amved 
in Normandy, they met with a very cold recep- 
tion, and could obtain no eflablifhment, which 
induced about 2500 of them, commanded by Sir 
Francis Surienne, a foldier of fortutte, late 
governor of Mans, to feize the rich trading town 
of Fougiers in Britanny, and to procure fubfift- 

"^ Monftrelet, torn. 3. f.5. 
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ence by plundering the furrounding country. aj).x448. 
The Duke of Britanny, juftly enraged at this in- '^ — ^^""^ 
fradtion of the truce, in which he was included 
as an ally and vaflal of the King of France, de- 
manded reparation of the injury from the Duke 
of Somerfet, who returned a foft anfwer, pro- 
mifing reparation. But as this was not imme- 
diately perfoi:med, the Duke of Britanny carried 
his complaints to the King of France, who de- 
manded immediate fatisfa6tion,in a mod peremp- 
tory tone } and that this might not be eafily given, 
he eilimated the damages fuftained by the Duke 
of Britanny at i ,600,000 crowns. The Duke of 
Somerfet, wifliing to avoid a rupture, for which 
he was not prepared, propofed a conference, in 
order to an agreement. A conference was ac- 
cordingly held at Louviers ; but broke up with- 
out any accommodation. "* 

King Charles, having fpent feverar years in AJ0.I449* 
making preparations for war, was now in perfect if^®^ * 
readinefs, and invaded Normandy, in July and numdy. 
Auguft, with four different armies. It would be 
equally tedious and perplexing to trace thefe fe^ 
veral armies in their progrefs. It is fufficient to 
fay, that it was very rapid, and they met with 
very little refiflance. The fortifications of the 
towns and caflles were in bad repair } they were 
not properly ftored with provifions, arms, and am- 
munition ; the garrifons were ill paid, and worfe 
difciplined } and the inhabitants were violently 
difaffe6ted to the Englifh government. SomQ 
governors were abfent j others were foreigners, 

■'^ Moaftrelety tom.3; f.7. Hall, f.70. 
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AJ>.X449. And foldiers of fortune, and eitfater chasiged 
^^^^-V-*^ fides, or foM the places which they commanded, 
ito the enemy. In aword,the far greateftpart hoth 
of Upper and Lower Normandy changed mafters 
in lefs than foar months ; the Duke of Somerfet 
iremaining all that tim^e at Rouen in a kind of po* 
litical ftupori without iticreaflng the garrifon^ 
Stepairing the works, laying in provifions, or doing 
any thing to enable him to refift the approacfaiiiig 
ftorm. Charles, encouraged by his own furprifing 
fuccefs, and the ftrange infatuation of his enemiei^^ 
invefted that capital in the beginning af 0£to- 
b^r, with an army of 50,600 men. The Englifli 
garrifon confifted 6f about iooo j a force ^uite 
inadequate to the defence of fo great a city, efpe^ 
ciiaMy as the citizens were as hbftile as the W 
fiegers. For after they had failed in ah attempt 
to betray the place to the enemy, they took up 
iurms, drove the Duke of Someriet, with a great 
part of the garrifon, into the palace, and caih*- 
pelled him to confent to a mod diflionourable 
capitulation ; by which he not only futrendered 
Rouen, but alfo Arquea, Caiidbec, Tariker^ille, 
I'Ifle-Bonne, Honfleur, and Monfter-Villiers, ^h 
condition that he alid the Engliih garrlfdii ihould 
be allowed to go whdre they pleaied j leaving 
the brave Talbot Earl of Shrewfbuty, and feve* 
ral young nobleriien, hoftiges, till all the towns 
Were given up. All thefe toWns were accordingly 
evacuated, except Hohfieur, which was befiegek 
and iafceri, Febriiary tS. A. 01450.'*^* Thb 
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Er6Bch^ very ^l«^ifely re&lviug to profecute theit Aje).x449* 
go6d fbrtune, and to give the Eiiglifli nt> titn^ t<i ^ — "^^ 
recover from their confternatioB^ carried on the 
war through the winter, the next fpring, and fam^i 
ttier,Wit}i6utintermiflSon,tilltheyhaddriventbeir 
enetoies entirely out of Normandy. Cherburg, 
the laft town they held in that country, furren- 
dered, Auguft 12. A.P. 1450."^ Thus, in one 
campaign, and almoft without a ftruggle, th^ 
Bnglifh loft the large, fertile, and populous pro- 
vince of Normandy, containing above ido forti- 
fied towns, and that only a few jrears after they 
had a probable profpe6t of fubduing the whole 
kingdom of France. So precarious is the proipe- 
iity of nations, as well as of particular peribns, 
and {b much doth it depend (under Providence) 
on theWifdorti, virtu6, and valour, of thofe who 
have the admihiftration of their affairs. 

The lofs of Normandy, and of feveral placed in AJ). 1450. 
Guienne ; an infurreftion in Ireland, to quell infiurec. 
which the i)uke of York had been fent ; together ^°'* 
with the oppreffions committed in the internal 
govemmeiit of the kingdom, had greatly in- • 

ereafed the difcontent, and inflamed the rage of 
the people 6f England againft the Queen and her 
fevourite (who had lately been created Ehike of 
Suffc^), to whom all thefe loffes and oppreffions 
were imputed "". Thefe difcontents foon broke 
out into ads of violence aiid rebellion. In the 
beginning of this year, Janu£(ry 9., Adam Mo- . 
lyns, Btfliop of Chichefter, and keeper of thd 

"* RTiBfFfledi tonuxi. p.468. 
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AJ>.i45o. privy feal, a creature of the Duke of Suffolk, was 
^^^""^^^^ murdered by the populace at Portfmouth"'. 
William Afcough, Bifhop of Salifbury, another 
of the Duke's agents, foon after Ibared the fame 
fate '^^ One Thomas Thany, a fuller, nicknamed 
Blue-beard, excited an indirredlion in Kent, 
/which was foon fuppreffed, and Thany, with 
fome others, were executed at Canterbury, 
9th February.'" 
Trial of ^ parliament had been fummoned lad year, but 
tiie Duke had been feyeral times prorogued, without doing 
of Suffolk, ^^y bufinefs. It met at Weftminfter, January 22. 
this year ; and on the 28,th of that month, the 
ipeaker and members of the houfe of commons 
appeared in the houfe of lords, and accufed the 
Duke of Suffolk of high treafon, and, in particu- 
lar, that he had fold this kingdom to the French ; 
on which the Duke was conimitted to the tower. 
On February 7. the chancellor and the fpeaker 
gave to the Kingin parliament a formal accufation 
of the Duke, confifting of nine articles ; and on 
the 9th of March, the commons, by their Ipeaker, 
» exhibited a further accufation of high crimes and 

mifdemeanours, containing fixteqn articles. On 
the 17th of that month, the Duke being brought 
into the houfe of lords, the King feated on the 
throne, the chancellor alked him, how he would be 
tried; to which, profeffing his innocence, he re- 
plied, that he referred himfelf entirely to the 
King's award. Upon this, the chancellor, by the 
King's command, without confulting the peers, 

"• Stow, p. 387. "• Continuatio Hift. Croyland. p.5«J- 

'?' Stow,p.387. 
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pronounced upon him a fehtence of banilhment A.D.i45p« 
from all the King's dominions for five years ^". '- /' 
This irregular mode of proceeding was adopted, 
to preferve the Duke from being found guilty of 
high treafon by his peers; which would have 
been the cdnfequence of a regular trial. 

Sufiblk, being fully convinced that he could Death of. 
not befafe in England, where he was univerfally 
hated, made hafte to go into baniiliment, and 
embarked at Ipfwich, May 3. But his enemies, 
who had watched all his motions, determined 
that he Ihould not efcape. He was overtaken 
at fea by a Ihip belonging to the Duke of 
Exeter, called the Nicolas of the Tower ^ whofe 
captain boarded the Duke's fliip, feized his per* 
fon, brought him back to Dover, ftruck oflF his 
head on the fide of a cock-boat, and left his 
mangled remains upon the beach "^ In this ig- 
nominious manner periflied William de la 'Pole, 
Duke of Suffolk, who was certainly one of the 
mofl; daring, corrupt, and pernicious minifl^ers 
that ever managed the afiairs of England. 

The Queen, equally enraged and grieved at J-^ade't 
the death of her favourite, breathed nothing but 
revenge, efpecially againft the people of Kent ; 
which excited a fecond infurreftion in that coun- 
ty, far more formidable than the firfl:. It was 
headed by an artful, bold adventurer, whofe real 
name was John Cade ; but he aflumed the name 
of John Mortimer,, to entice the friends of that 
family, and thofe who favoured the title of the 

«" P^liamept. Hift. vol.2, p. 255 — 459. Hall, f. 75, 76. 

'^ CantinuatioHift.Cro7Und> p.5ft5. Hall, f. 76. StQw^p.aSS. 
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AD.iASo^ Duke of York, to join him. Some hiftorians af- 
firm, that he was fet to work by that prince, who 
\iras then in Ireland, in order to difcover the fen<^ 
timepts <^ the people of England concerning his 
title to the crown "\ But of this there is not fuffi* 
cient evidence. Cade,having coUe^ed aconfider« 
able number of the common people, by Ipecious 
promifes of reforming all abufes, which procure4 
him then^vtieof John Amend^U^ marched towards 
London, and encamped on Blackheath, June x; 
From thence the infurgents fent two addrefles to 
the King and council, the one intitled, — Thecoma 
plaints of the commons of Kent^ and cau/es of the 
affemhly on the Blackheath ; the other, — The re^ 
quefis (ffthe captain of the great affemhly in Kent. 
Thefe addrefies were artfully drawn, profeffing 
th6 greateft attachment to the perfbn and go* 
vernment of the King ; requefting the redrefs 
of certain great and real grievances, the punifli. 
ment of certain evil councilors, who had op- 
prefied the people at home and loft the King's 
dominions abroad; and that the King would 
govern, by the advice of the Dukes of York^ 
Exeter, Buckingham, and Norfolk, and the weQ- 
affected barons of the kingdom '^K As feveral 
of the perfons marked out for deftru^ion were 
members of the council, thefe addrefles were 
reje6bed, and a refolution formed to fubdue the 
infurgents by force. An army of about 15,000 
men was raifed, and marched againft the infur- 
gents, who retired to the woody country about 
Sevenoaks; on which Sir Humphrey StajSbrd 

»H HaD, L 37. ? Stow, p^vftH^m^ 
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was ient with a body of troops in purftiit of the A«I>.x45o. 
fugitives. He overtook and engaged them near ' "' ~^ 
Sevenoaks; but he and his brother were both 
killed, and his troops defeated. "^ 

Cade and his followers, greatly elated by this Continued. 
viS:ory, returned to their former ftation on 
Blackheath, June 29* This afikir was now be^ 
come very ferious and alarming. Not only the 
common people in general, but many perfons of 
rank and fortune, favoured the revolters ; and 
even the yaflals of the court lords difcovered ail 
unwillingnefs to fight againfl them. In thefe cir-* 
cumftances, lenient meafures were adopted ; and . 
the Archbilhop of Canterbury and the Duke of 
Buckingham were fent to treat with them. Cade, 
in a long conference with thefe ambaiTadors, be-^ 
haved with equal decency and firmnefs; treating 
them with much refpe£fc, but refufing to lay down 
his arms, till the requifitions in his addrefe were 
granted. On the return of thefe mefiengers, the 
Lord Say, who was mod obnoxious to the infiir^* 
gents, was committed to prifon ; and the court, 
not daring to truft to the protedtion of the army, 
retired to Kenilworth caille, leaving the Lord 
Scales with a fufScient garrifon in the tower of 
London. Cade, with his followers, came to 
South wark, Julyi.; and after fome hefitatioii 
were admitted into London. There they feized, 
and,.^without any trial, beheaded the Lord Say 
and Scale, late high treafurer of England, and 
his fon-in-law Sir James Cromer, flieriff of Kent. 

For 
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A-D.1450. For a few days they behaved tolerably wdl ; but 
being perfons of low birth and indigent circum- 
fiances, they could not long behold great wealth 
within their reach, without feizing feme of it, of 
which their leader fet them an example. This 
alarmed the more opulent citizens, who, with the 
affiftance of the Lord Scales, drove the plun- 
derers out of the city, July 5. They attempted 
next day to break in by the bridge ; but after a 
long and bloody ftruggle, they were obliged to 
defifl, and agree to a ihort truce. The Arch- 
bifhops of Canterbury and York, who refided in 
the tower, being informed by their fpies^ that 
they were much difpirited by their late repulfe, 
caufed a pardon under the great feal to be pro- 
claimed in Southwark, to all who immediately de- 
parted to their own homes. This well-timed pro- 
elamation produced a wonderful effect. In a 
few hours that army, lately fo formidable, difap- 
peared. Cade, finding himfelf thus abandoaed, 
put his booty on board a barge, and fent it to 
Rochefter, and proceeded by land with a few 
attendants : but being denied admittance into 
Queenborough caftle, he difmifled all his fol- 
lowers, and put oa a diiguife. A proclamation 
was immediately publilhed, offering a reward of 
1000 marks to any who brought him in, dead or 
alive. He was difcovered lurking in a garden at 
Hothfield in Suflex, by Alexander Eden, a gen- 
tleman of Kent, and, making fome refiilance, 
was killed, and his body brought to London '^^^ 
Thus ended an infurredtion which, tinder a 

'5 Stow9P*39i>399* Ryin.Fg5d. tomii. p.»75. 
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leader of higher rank and greater honour, might Ajy.uso. 
have produced a revolution. v— v-~i 

About this time Edmund Duke of Somerfet re- i>ukc of 
turned into England (having loft Normandy, and ^J^^ ^^ 
all the territories of the Englifli in the north of England. 
France, except Calais), and took pofleifion of 
that place, in the favour of the Queen and hatred 
of the nation, which had been filled by the late 
Duk-e.of Suffolk: an unfortunate circumftance, 
which prolonged the difcontents of the people, 
and the confulions of the country. 

While England was a fcene of the moft violent AJ).t45i* 
faction and difcord, the French were employed J^® 
in conquering Guienne, and the Englifli territo- r^ver 
ries in the fouth of France, which they would Guienne. 
not have attempted in other circumftances ; and, 
to their own furprife, they made this conqueft 
with greater eafe, and in a ihorter time, thsLn that 
of Normandy. For though the people of the 
principality of Aquitaine dreaded falling under 
the dominion of the French, and were warmly 
attached to the Englifli government, under which 
they and their anceftors had lived happily about 
300 years ; yet, knowing the diftra6led ftate of 
England, and that they could not expe£l any ef- 
feftual protection from thence, the far greateft 
part of the nobility fubmitted without refiftance, 
in order to preferve their honours and eftates ; 
and many of the fbrtitied towns,, for fimilar rea« 
fons^ opened their gates to the French troops as 
fopn as they appeared. It would be tedious to 
attend the progrefs of the French armies in 
making this conqueft. It is fufficient to fay, 

that 
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AJD.z45i.tbat they met with little oppo0tioii exc^t frpin 
'^"''^^''^■'"^thecityof Boardeaux; and that this conqueft was 
coinpletedbytakingpofle(nonofBay6nne(thelaft 
place held by theEngliOi), Aug. 25, A.D. i45i*'** 
In this manner, and in fo fliort a time, not only 
all the conquefts of Henry V., but alfo aU th^ 
hereditary dominions of the kings of England m 
the continent, were loft. The truth is, that as 
the conquefts of Henry V. were chiefly owing 
to the violent fa6):ions which then prevailed ia 
France, fo the lofs of thefe conquefts, and other 
dominions, was alfo chiefly owing to the no lefs 
violent factions which at this time prevailed in 
England. So true it is, that a kingdom divided 
again/i it/e^cannotjfand. 
AJ).i45»* About this time, Richard Duke of York jre^ 
Duke of turned from Ireland, after he had quieted the 

York takes . i . i i i /» , , 

up annt. commotions, and gained the hearts of the people 
of that kingdom,by his mild and prudentcondudt 
The attempts that had been made to* prevent his 
' landing in England, left him no room to doubt of 
thehoftiledifpofitions of the court, and made him 
hold frequent copfeifences with his friends about 
his future operations. By their advice, he raifed 
an army in Wales, where the intereft of the Mor* 
timer family was greateft, and marched with it to-r 
wards London ; giving out, that his only intentioii 
, in taking up arms, was to redrefs the grievances of 
the nation, and bring the authors of thofe griev* 
an^es, particularly the Duke of Somerfet, tQ ju& 
tice. When he approached the city, he was in« 
fi>rmed that the gate would be fhut againft him; 

'^ MoQftrelety tom.|. f.34— 40. 
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on which he paiTed the Thames at Kingfton, and AJ>.x452* 
encamped on Burnt-heath, near Dartford. "• ^— v^— ' 

In the mean-time, the Queen and the Duke He b ea- 
of Somerfet, with the afliftance of the lords ^*'*'^ 
who adhered to the court, raifed an army, with 
which they marched towards their enemies, and 
encamped on Blackheath. When the two armies 
lay in this pofture, the King fent two bilhops 
and two lords to the Duke of York, to demand 
the reafon of his appearing in arms* His anfwer 
was the fame with his declarations to the public: 
to which he added, ^^ That as foon as the Duke 
•• of Somerfet was confined, in order to his trials 
^< he would (filband his army, and attend the 
«* King as his moft humble and loyal fubjefit.*' 
This propofal was agreed to j the Duke of Somer- 
fet was confined, or rather confined himfelf ; the 
Duke of York difbanded his army, and waited 
on the King in his tent, March i. But how 
great was his furprife, when he faw his capital 
enemy (whom he believed to be confined) in 
the royal prefence, at full liberty ! Though he 
perceived that he was enfnared, and in the hands 
of his enemies, he could not reftrain his indigna- 
tion, but boldly accufed Somerfet of hi^h trea- 
fon, who retorted the accufation with equal bold- 
nefs. As foon as the Duke of York left the 
royal tent, he was arrefled, and conducted to 
London. ''*' 

• When Henry returned to Wefl;minfter, he i, ^^, 
called a great council of the nobility, to confider vcrwL 
4he mutual accufations of the two dukes. The 

"» SWW, p. 39a. HaU, £. U. ''\ Id. ibid. 
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Duke of Somerfety Mrho wafi at full liberty, and 
in the bigheft favopr, earn^y infilled, thattlie 
Puke of Yprk.fliould be condemned, and exe- 
cuted as a traitor, all his eftates confifcated, and 
all his family feized, a$ the only means of pre-^ 
ftrving the King and all the houfe of Lancafter 
from 4e(lru£lion. But thi3 meafure appeared 
too violent, irt the prefent temper of the naticHi, 
tp many of his own party; and feveral incidents 
occurred) which prevented its being carried into 
cjxecution. A report prevailed, that Edward 
Bart of March, the Duke's eldeft fon, at the 
head of au army, was on his way to London, t<> 
refcue his father. At the fame time, comaii£> 
fioners arrived at court ftom the nobility of 
Guienne, and the citizens of BoqrdeauK, repre- 
^nti{lg the earnei^ defire of the people of tl^ 
country to return to their obedience to England^ 
and praying for a fleet and army toaflift them to 
fliake off the French yoke. The Queen and 
Somerfet, knowing that the lo& of that country 
had made them the obje6ts of public hatred^ 
carneftly defired to recover it, in order to regwo 
the favour of the people. This they could. not 
do,* if they executed their defigu againCl the 
Duke of York* Tliey refolved therefore to fet 
his perfon free, but to bind his confclence by 
the ftrongeft ties. He was carried tp St Baul's 
church; where, in the prefence.of many prelates^ 
Iprdsj and others, he fworie upon the croi^^ that 
be^ would nevef take up arpa& agaiiill tjie Kin^^ 
on any pretpnce. Bei^g then lib«?a,ted, he rcr 
tire4 to hiscaftle of Wi^more in Herejfptdftire, 

and 
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and lived for finii» timein gre&t privacy^ waiting A.D.I454. 
an opportunity to rovengehis wix)iigs,iaml aflert ~'" ^ 
his rights. '^* 

This internal comtnotiXKi being: thus^quieted^ ^t^""!* 
acommifSon was granted to the famousrTalbpt gu^^ 
EarL of Shrewfbury, to mife a body of tsoopB for* 
the aid of the people of Gtiienne, acdordibg ta 
their reqoeil. Though this venerable Mrarric^r 
was now in the Both year of- htaage^he eiceeutted 
this commiffion with all the fpirit and<a6llvity 
of youth ; and wbeii the army was ready t6 em«> 
bark, be was conftituted the King's lieutenanfc 
in . Aquitaine, witli very ample pawers^ Sep«- 
tembera. '** He landed, 06ldber 17.,! with 
about 4000 men, iii the Kle of MedoOyi near 
Bourdeaux ; and being joined by U^B^ve^. tbe 
mDft confiderable p^on in tfaoJe paort^, that^ 
fmatt territory immediately fubmitted^ T4ie citi- 
zeos^ of Bdu^leauK ient meiengers to him with 
great^ ftcrecy^ inviting^ hdm to advance, and^ 
promifing to admit bis^army at one of the gates 
whtoh waft in thein pefieffion* He accordingly 
entered the city, 0^:ober 23*, without oppofi« 
tion, and made tbi& French gariiibn prifoners ^^K 
Hkving remained tbere aboirt three weeks^ to 
lecnre tbat'important conqi^ft, aiid refireih bis 
troops $ and havfog 'received la reinforceraent of 
4060 itied, cmnm^ded by his Ton tbe Lord Lifle, 
wftb it fleet of eiglfty ftips lo^ided with provifions, 

*3' Stow, p.395» Hall, f. 8i, 8». 
•3» Rym.F<Bd. torn. Ii. p.311. 
*3^ Monftrelet, tom;3. f.4X» 
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A.D.X453. he marched out, and in a very fliort time reduced 
all the Bourddois, and fome places in Perigord/^* 
When Charles VII. King of France received 
intelligence of this revohition, be was at the head 
of an army, which he had raifed againft his fon 
the Dauphin, and the Duke of Savoy, and he 
immediately detached a body of troops to the 
affiftance of the Earl of Clermont his lieutenant 
in Guienne, and prepared to follow them with 
his whole army. As foon as that army arrived, 
the tide of fuccefe began to turn. The French 
took Chalais, and invefted Caftillon, a place of 
great ilrength and importance, July 13. Ap- 
prehending that the Englifh would attempt to 
raife the fiege, they fortified their camp, plant* 
ing a numerous artillery on its ramparts. The 
Earl of Shrewibury, wiUi his fon the Lord lifle, 
immediately marched from Bourdeaux towards^ 
Caftfllon, at the head of 1000 men at arms, and 
5000 archers. When they approached theFrench 
camp, they were aftonifhed at its ilrength. The 
men zt arms difmounted; and the brave Talbot, 
riding on a pony, being, from his great age, un* 
able to walk, encouraged hismen,andcommand€ui 
the aflault. The conflict was fierce and bloody ; 
and though the enemy's artillery made great 
havop among the Englifli, they broke into the 
camp, and the French began to recoil ; when a 
frefh body of Britons advanced to the charge^ 
and changed the fortune of the day. Talbot 
was wounded in the beginning of the a6tion: and 
about an hour after his horfe was killed by a can- 
non-ball, and he was thrown on the ground.. In 

[^^ Monfirdety torn. 3. £.41. 
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this extremity, he earneffljr conjured his fim^ASKus> 
Lord Lifle, to retire, and feve himfelf for the '^'^'"^^ 
future fervice of )iis country. But that young 
nobleman chofe rather to die with, than to defert 
his renowned father : they were both flain ; and 
the Englifli fled, leaving about 1 000 of their num- 
ber dead on the field of battle, July 23. *'* 

After the defeat of the Engliih at Caftillon, Bour. 
the French met with little oppofition till they ^^ 
reached Bourdeaux, which they invefted with a 
powerful army^ Auguft i. The King, attended 
by the princes of the blood, and a numerous 
train of nobles, commanded at this fiege, and 
puihed it with great vigour ; and the place was 
no leis vigoroufly defended by a garriibn of 
4000 Engliih, and 6000 citizens and people of 
the country. But at length, having nO'im)i^e€fc 
of relief, and their provifions beginning to £ul^ 
they furrendered the city, Odober 17. ; and the 
Englifli were permitted to depart with all liieir 
goods ^. Thus were thefe very valuable terri- 
tories in the fouth of France, containing 4 arch- 
biflic^rics, 24 bifhopricsf, 15 earldoms, 202 ba- 
ronies, totally and finally loft ; by which the reve- 
nues of the crown were diminifhed, the iiational 
chara£ter degraded, and many pierfons who po£. 
feflbd great eftates and offices in thofe countries 
ruined. 

When the difcontents occafioned by thefe Binh of 
lofies were at the higheft, the Qu^en was deli- ^^^ 
vered of a fon (at Weftminfter, Qdlober 13.), 
who was named Edward '^^ That princefs was 

*» Monftrelet, torn. 3. f. 57. HaD, f.84» * 

•f Monfirelct, toai4$. f.58, 59- '^ Stow, p. 396. 
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iAJ[>*M53* At this time fo unpopular, that many defamatory 
^' "^ '^^ tdles concerning her were propagated, and ge- 
nerally believed : but they do not merit a place 
in biftory. Soon after the delivery of the Queen, 
4he King fell into a lingering diftemper, which 
greatly debilitated both his body and mind, and 
rendered him unfit for any Jbiufinefs ^^\ This, 
with the general and violent hatred of the people 
againil the Queen and her favourite the Dlike of 
Somerfet threw the court into great Confufion 
and perplexity. 
AD. 1454. Encouraged by thefe circu mft an ces, the Duke 
York pro- ^ York emerged fcoin his retiremf^t, and came 
tcaor. t<) London, attended by fome of the mod power- 
ful lords of his party, particulady Richard Nevile 
Earl of Salift>ury, and his fon of the fame name, 
Earl of Warwick, the moft potent and piopular 
«K)4^1emea in the kingdom. The courtiers, 
alkmied at the arrival of thefe gre^t men^ witli 
numerous retinues, in the capital, advifed the 
Queen to admijt the Duke of York, the Earls of 
Saliftury and Warwick, with fome others of tbeiir 
party, into the council, to dlay the ierment in 
the nation, and prevent a civil war. Thefe ao- 
falemen being accordingly admitted, foon became 
predominant. The Duke of Somerfet was feized 
in the Queen'^ chamber, and committed to the 
Tower '^^ The Duke of York was appointed to 
hold a parliament, which was to meet at Weft- 
minfter, February 14., by a commiflion under the 
great feal, dated February 1 3. '♦^ An accii&tioH 
againft the Duke of Somerfet was prefeftted t^ 

"38 Rym. Ffled. torn. xt. p. 347- '* HaB, f, 85. 

»^ Rym. F«d. torn, xz. p.^44. 
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fhe houfe of peers, but not profecuted, which was A.D. 14/4. 
probably owing to the fliortnefs of the feifion and >— "v*^ 
multiplicity of bufinefs '^\ Cardinal John Kefnp, 
ArchbiihopofCanterburyandChancellor of Eng- 
land, having died in the mean-time, a deputation 
was fent from the houfe of lords to the King at 
Windfor, to know his pleafure concerning th6 
perfons who were to fill thefe two hi^h oiffices; 
The deputies on their return reported to th6 
h<mfe, March 25., " That they had been to wait 
" on the King at Windfor ; and after thi'ee feve- 
" ral repairs thither, and earneft folicitatioils to 
<« fpeak with the King, they could by no means 
« have iany anftver, or token of anfwer, being 
" only told the King was fick/' The pari iai^en\: 
(in which the York party prevailed) having fuflS- 
dent evidence of the King's incapacity Ifo^ go- 
ver^^ment, made an i£i.6l appointing Richard Duk§ 
of York protefitor 6f the kingdom tluring the 
King's pleafure, or till Prince Edward came to 
years ^ difcretion ; and this a6l Was confirmed 
by a commiffion udder the great feal, April 3. ^^ 
At the feriie time th6 Earl of Salilbury, the chief 
<;ol:tfident of the Duke of York, was made chan- 
cdlor^^ The Duke of Somerfet wa§ deprived - 
of the government of Calais, which Was granted 
t6 the Dube of York, July 28., for feven years; 
Wilh a power to appoint all his officers- '^ 

As long as the King continued ill and incap^W aj).i455. 
ctf btafineTfr, and the Duke of Somerfet a ^rifori^r Duke of 
m the Towerj the Queen was cohftrained to re- \^J^ 

'4« ao#^<)-tt7i *^ »f«- F*d. torn. XT. p. 348. tta^ 

'43 Id. ibid. p. 345- '** M, ibid, p 3ii. tcctonmp. 
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AJD.X45^ main quiet, wd allow the Duke of Yorkto manage 
'^'~^ ' all affairs as prote^lor of the kingdom. Thisieems 
to have luUed that prince afleep, and to have 
^made him imagine he was in no danger of loling 
his power. But he was foon undeceived : for the 
King having recovered his health in fome mea» 
* fure, about the beginning of this year, at the infti- 
gation of tlie Queen, revoked the Duke of York's 
commifSon of protedx)r, and took the reins of ' 
government into his own hands, or rather put 
them into the hands of his a£tive ambitious con- 
fort. One of the lSr(l effe6ts of this revolution, 
was the deliverance of the Duke of Somerfet 
from his confinement in the Tower of London, 
February 5. *♦* 
AibiM- The animofity between the Dukes of York 
^ and Somerfet was now bedome fo violent, that it 
threatened the kingdom with an immediate civil 
war. To prevent this, feveral great men inter- 
pofed, and prevailed upon the two enraged 
dukes, on March 4., to fubmit the determina- 
tion of all their diiputes to certain arbitrators, 
mutually chofen, who were to give in their ver- 
di€t before June 20. '^ But this pacific fcheme 
proved abortive, and this quarrel was fooner de- 
cided in another way. 
!!?q ^f * '^^® King, after his recovery, or rather the 
banr* ' Qu^en and Someffet, not contented with defniv- 
ing the Duke of York of the proteftorihip, de- 
prived him foon after of thegovernment of Calais, 
though he had a grant of it under the privy &al 

'^ Rynu I«ed. ten. ix. p.3«i|^te. '^ Id* ibid. i6i» 363. 
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for feven years ':^^ The Duke, enraged at this AJ>.X455; 
laft injui*y, gave up all thoughts of a reconcilia- 
tion with Somerfet, retired into Wales, and raifed 
an army aitiong his friends and vaflals in that 
country ; and being joined by the Duke of Nor- 
fcdk, the Earls of Saliibury and Warwick, the 
Lord Cobham, &c. with their followers, he 
marched towards London. On the other fide, 
the Dukes of Somerfet and Buckingham, the 
Earls of Northumberland, Stafford, Dorfet, Pern- 
broke, and other lords of the Lancaftrian party, 
having raifed an army, marched, with the King 
at their head, from Weflminfter, May 21., en- 
camped that night at Watford, and next morn- 
ing took poffeilion of St. Albans. On the even- 
ii^ of the lame day, the Duke of York en- 
camped at Keyfield, in the neighbourhood of 
that town, and next morning. May 23., drew 
up his army in order of battle. Having received a 
difdainful anfwer to a refpe^ful meffage he had 
fent to the King, he aflaulted the town in feveral 
places with great fury, and for fometime met with 
a vigorous refiftance. But the Earl of Warwick 
having forced his way into Holywell-ftreet, and 
admitted the Duke with the braved of his fol- 
lowers, a fierce conflict enfued, in which' many 
fell on both fides. At length, theDuke of Somer* 
fet, the Earls of Northumberland and Stafford, 
the Lord Clifford, and feveral other perfons 
of diftin3;ion, being lulled, and the King, the 
Duke of Buckingham, the Earl of Dorfet, the 

If Rynb Fed. tom«ix. p»35Z. $6$. 

Lord 
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AJO^Mss* Lord Sudley, and many others, w<Hind6d, the 
^ ' ' royalifts fled or furrendered, and the Yorkifts 

obtained a complete viftory. '^ 
Modera- On this occafion the Duke of York a€ted with 
STkfo?' uncommon temper; andj moderation. Being 
Vork. informed that tihe King was wounded, and had 
taken (belter in a tanner's houfe, be, with the Earl 
of Salifbnry, waited upon him, and, falling upon 
their knees, declared themielves his mod loyal 
fttfajedts, ready to obey his cqfnmands. Henry's 
terrors being a little diipelled by this declaration, 
he intreated them to put a Hop to the purfuit and 
Slaughter; with which they immediately com- 
plied '^. Whether this extraordinary moderation 
of the Duke of York was the effe^ of his natural 
difpc^tion, or proceeded from political confidera- 
tions, may be a little doubtful ; though its uni- 
£3rmity through the whole of this conteft makes 
it probable that it was natural. Many conquerors 
would have mad^ a very diffeirent ufe of fucli a 
victory. Tbe Duke condudted the King to Lon- 
don, May £24*, treating him with every mark of 
fubmiffion and reipe6t. 
The Duk The vi^orioos patty purfiied the fame moderate 
^jj^^^^^ ^neafurefsinaparliamentwhi 

July 9,. The Dufceof York contented himfelf with 
{MTocuting an a3; ^f itidemnity for hitnfelf^ af^d all 
who had appeared with him in arms againft the 
King«.t tke battle of <St. Albans. AH the {>relates 
and peer* of bo<^ parties renewed theit o^ths of 

^ T. Wethamftede, torn. a. p. ^S3 — 35 7* Stow, p. 3 99- 
'^ Halli f. S6» Stow, p.400. 
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fedtyto the King; zndthe^&Skowended^J^Ay^i.^ AJD^u. 
with a declaration of the innocence of the late '- '~^" -^ 
Duke of Gloncefter, a generaLparddn, and a pro- 
rogation to Novembei' iia. '*** During this inter- 
val the Duke of York^managed all affairs, and did 
not negleiS: to beftow ieveral honourable and lu- 
crative offices on his friends^ particularly the g0- 
vermrient^f Calais on the Eafl of Warwick'*'. 
When the parHament metagain^ NoyeniVer is,, 
the ICing being in a laoguiflung ftate, and inca- 
pable of bufinefi, the boule of peers, at the earneft 
requeft'of the commons, petitioned the King to 
aippoint a proted;or of the kingdom. In com- 
pliance with this petition, the King conftituted 
Richard Duke of York protestor and defender <if 
the kingdom, till Prince Edward carme to years of 
d^retion, or till his commiffion was revoked by 
the King, with the confent of tbe lords Q^iritual 
and temporal in parliament. This comaaifiion 
nyasconfirmed in parliament, November 1 9, j and 
by virtue of another commiffion, the Duke pro- 
rogued the parliament from i2tfaDeceiid[>er to 
a4th January, A.D. 1456. '^ 

As this commiffion could not be revoked with- Ajy.usS. 
out the confent of the houfe of peers, at whofe J^^^JJ* 
requeft it had been given, Ifte Duke of Yorkuna- of AJpro. 
gined that he was now firmly fixed in the proteo- teaorfhip. 
torfliip. Buthefixjn found tiiat be was miftaken. , 
The Queen, who dreaded to fee a prince who had 
fuch pretenfions to tbe <Jrown in pc^feffion of fo 

•* Pail. Oft. ▼. a. p. »78. tlhi. J. WeOitmftede, torn. %. 
«» Rym. Feed. t.zz.p*3^9' 37«- 
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Ai>.t4s6. much power, laboured, by every infinuating fe- 
^""^^ ' dudtive art, to gain a majority of the lords to 
confent to the revocation of the Dake's commif- 
fion. Having fucceeded in this, the King came 
into the houfe of peers, February 25., and de- 
clared, that he was in perfedl; health, and that 
there was now no need of a protestor ; he there- 
fore requefted their confent to revoke the Duke 
of York's commiffion } which was granted. "" 
A plot. The Duke of York, chagrined to fee himfelf 

thus outwitted by a woman, and unexpe£iedly de- 
prived of all his power, left the court, and retired, 
with the Earls of Salifbury and Warwick, into 
Yorklhire, where they had frequent meetings and 
confultations. The Queen was not ignorant of 
thofe meetings ; and dreading liieir confequences, 
!he formed a plot to enfnare her three mofl for- 
midable enemies at once, and get them into her 
power. As London was not a proper place for 
executing her defign, fhe condufted the King 
towards Coventry, under the pretence of giving 
him the country air and exercife for the benefit of 
his health. When the court arrived at Coventry, 
the King wrote, in the moft preffing terms, to the 
Duke of York, the Earls of Salifbury and War- 
wick to come and attend a council on affiurs of 
the greateft moment. Thefe noblemen appre- 
hending no danger, fet out on their journey with ' 
a moderate retinue ; but when they approached 
the city, having received a meflage from a fecret 
friend at court, charging them not to enter 
Coventry, but to fly for their lives, they turned, 

»" Rym. Fad. tonuzi. p. 373. 
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and fled difierent ways with great precipitation* AJ>.i4s6. 
The Duke of Ygirk took flielter in his caftle of ^— v*— ' 
Wigmore, the Eail of Saliibury in his caftle of 
Middleham in Yorkfliire, and the Earl of War« . 
wick at Calais '^^ The diiperfion of thefe noble- 
men produced a temporary calm, and the court 
returned to Weftminften 

As the Englifh had taken advantage of the AJ3.Z457. 
violent factions which raged in France in the reign The . 
of Charles VI.,fo theFrench were difpofed to take ^^^ 
advantage of the no lefs violent factions which land, 
nowprevailed in England. But their own wounds 
were not yet fo well healed, as to enable them to 
infli6t very deep ones on their enemies. The 
Marihal de Brez6 landed 4000 men, Auguft s8., 
near Sandwich ; and, after a long and bloody 
conflidt, got pofleffion of the place, plundered it» 
and immediately re-embarked his troops, not 
daring to remain on (hore fo much as one night '^^ 
About the fame time a body of Britons landed 
in Cornwall, plundered a few villages, and re- 
embarked with equal precipitation* ^^^ 

The Archbifliop of Canterbury, with feveral AD^ust. 
other prelates and great men, alarmed at thefe Seeming 
attempts of foreign enemies, and ftill more at the ^?^|^ 
difcord which reigned amongft the nobility at 
home, laboured eameftly to put an end to that 
difcord, and bring about a coalition of parties. 
The King entered warmly into this fcheme ; and 
meflbngers were lent with letters to all the great 
men of both parties, requiring and entreating 

'^ Stovy p.4o». Uaflf f. ZZ. '*' Mooftrdetf us* f* ?>• 

them 



Digitized by CjOOglC 



tj$ HZSHOinr OE BRITAIN. BookV; 

AJ>*i43fS^ them to come to London'for that moft neeeflary 
'■• '^ "^ purpofe; Neither of the two parties was at this 
time fb predominant as to dare to difobey fo rea- 
fonable a requifition. They came therefore firom. 
all quarters, butf ull of mutual diftruft and hatred, 
attended by numerous retinues of armed men* 
The Duke of York, the Earls of Salifbury and 
Warwick, with the chief men of their party, were 
lodged in London, where they were fecured from 
danger by the favour of the citizens, and the 
vigilance of Sir Godfrey Bollen, lord mayor (who 
patrolled the flreets every night with a great body 
of armed men), as well as by their own followers^ 
The noblemen of the oourt-party were lodged in 
Weftminfter and the fuburbs of Londom ^ After 
fijveral conferenoes, a feeming reconciliation vrsi% 
condudBd, and drawn up in the form of adecree^ 
pronounoed by the King, March 24., as arbitrator 
between the two parties '". To rends* this re- 
conciliation more conipicuous, there was a fb* 
lemn proceffion of both parties, on the day ailer,^ 
to St. Paul's church, the Dnfce of York leading 
the Queen, and one of his party walking hand in 
band with one of the other party, with all the 
external appearances of the moft perfect cordia^k 
lity'^^ But it was foon difcoveredithat)thefe 
appearances were deoeitfuL 
Riot in Soon after this pvoceffion thel>uke of Yorkaad 

>^^n- tl»Earl of Salilbury retfared to York, and the Bad 
of Warwick to his government of Calais; ^ frow 
whence he was recalled in the month of Joly, to 

^^ J. Wethamftede, p<4i9-^4al. 
«» Stowf p.504. HaU, £.90. 
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zi^WM to c&rtBin com fiksivisv^ AJ>«uiE« 

the merchante of Lubeck ^^\ While he was in '^•^ 
London attending this bufineis, as he returned 
from court, September 9., he was in great danger 
of being killed in a fray that arofe betwee^n fome 
of the King's fervants and fome of his retinue» 
With great difficulty he made his way to the river, 
got into his barge, and efcaped to London '^. 
The Earl and almoft all the world believed that 
this was a plot formed againft his life^ by the 
Queien and the young Duke of Somerset; he com* 
plained loudly of it as a flagrant violation. of the 
late agreement, and haftened into the north to 
confult^ith his father and the Duke. of York. 
In this confiiltation. it; was determined to be 
upqn their guard, to put no truft in the moft 
folenm engagements of tJieir enemies^ and to. 
depend upon their own Hrength and courage for 
their fafety* About the end of this year the 
Earl of Warwick returned to Gakus. '^' 

The Earl of Salifbury faa^ng mad0 fruitlefif ap« ad. 1459* 
plications to, court for the puniihment of thofe gj^t*"^ 
who had infulted his fon, the Earl of Warwick, in heath. 
London, colle^d his friends and vaflals in the 
north, and marched with them towards Wides, 
to join the Duke of York, who was raifing his 
forces in tbofe parts, according to the concerted 
plun, But he was interrupted in his march by^ the 
Lord Apdley, who placed bimfelfdireailyia his 
way^ on Bloreheaith, on the. borders. o£ iStafliMrdi 
Ihire and Shropifoiret S^tember aa^, atth^heoii 



"9 Rym. Feed. torn. It. p.4X5- Stow, p.404. 
s^ '^« Id, ibisJU *'' IM, f. 90t 9^ 



of 



Digitized by 



Google 



l6o: HISTORY OP BRTTAIH. BookV. 

Aj>.z459« of 10,000 men, which he had raifed in Chefhire^ 
'• '^ and the parts adjacent, where the Lancaftrian in^ 
tereft prevailed. The Earl of Salilbury, whole 
forces did not exceed 5000, fupplied his want of 
ftrength by a ftrat'agem. The two armies being 
encamped on the ojppofite banks of a narrow but 
deep and rapid rivulet, he drew up his archers as 
near the brink as poffibie, on Sunday morning, 
September 23., and' gave them dire3;ions to. dif- 
chargea flight of arrows againft their enemies, and 
then retire in feeming diforder. Lord Audley, de- 
ceived by thefe appearances, pafled the rivulet, 
with his principal o^icers, in great hafte and little 
order. In this fituation, before one half of their 
troops had joined them, they were attacked with 
great fury by their enemies, and after a fierce 
conflict, defeated ; the Lord Audley, with 2,400 
of his men, remaining dead on the field. '^ 

YoAifb The Earl of Salifbury, after his Vi6lory, pro- 
^ ^ * ceeded on his march, andjoinedtheDuke of York 
at Ludlow J where the Earl of Warwick foon after 
arrived from Calais, with a body of choice troops, 
commanded, under him, by two renowned war- 
riors, Sir Andrew Trollop and Sir John Blunt. 
The King, Queen, and court lords, having raifed 
an army, advanced to meet their enemies, and 
encamped at Ludiford, near Ludlow, Oftober 13., 
defigning to give battle next day. But, id the 
mean-time,an unexpedted event happened, which 
prevented an aftion, and produced one of thofe 
fudden, fufprifing revolutions, which were fi> fre* 

»**lStow,p.405. Hall,f.^n J.Wcaiamflscdc,p.455. 
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quest in- this period. Thf Dal^e of York, in all Aj>.i4S9* 
hi^ Qont^^ with the court, profeffed the greateft ^ ^ ^ 
loyalty to the King, and carefully concealed his 
defign tp feize the crown, which was known only 
to a few of his fpecial confidents; This important 
fecret was, either by the Duke himfelf, or fome 
of his confidents, communicated to Sir Andrew 
Trollop ;. who being really attached to the houle 
of Lancafter,.deferted to the King with the troops 
under his command, in the night of O^lober 13. 
Several others, induced by a proclamation of par- 
don from the King, difcov^ed a difpofition to 
imitate their example, or at lead to depart to 
their owif homes. The I)uke of York and his 
chief friends, ftruck with conflernation, and not 
knowing whom to truft, determined to lave thetO'^ 
felves by flight. The Duke, with his fecond fon, 
tixe Earl of Rutland, fled through Wales into 
Ireland. His eldefl; fon the Earl of March, with 
the Earls of Salifbury and Warwick, made their 
efcape into Devonfliire, and from thence to 
Calais, where they landed November 2. '^^ In 
this manner the lately-triumphant YorkiUs were ^ 
difperfed, and feemingly ruined, in a ;noment, 
aad without a blow. 

To pulh this unexpeded advantage as far ap Parik- 
poffible, a kind of packed parliament was fum» ^^^^' 
moned to meet at Coventry, November ao. ; in 
which the Duke of York, with his two fons, Ed- 
ward Earl of March and Edmund Earl of Rut^ 
land, the Earls of Salifbury and Warwick, the 

*» J.Wcthamfted^ p.459— 46a. Hrfl,f.9». Hollingfli. p.xa97i 
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A.D.T459* Lord Clinton, and many knights and gentlemen, 
'^':^~ were attainted as traitors, and their efUtes con- 

fifcated. *^^ 
A.D.1460. gyj. tjjjg ggn^ Qf profperitj was of fliort dura- 

wtuminto ^^^ 5 ^^^ another of thpfe furprifing changes of 
£n£^d. fortune, which were fo frequent in this memo- 
rable conteft between the houfes of York and 
Lancafter, and give this period of our hiftory fo 
much the air of a romance, very foon todc place. 
The Queen, detennined to deftroy all the friends 
of the fitmily of York, perfuaded the King to 
fend commiffioners into thofe parts ei the king- 
dom where they moft aboundcNcI, to try and ptt- 
nidi all who had been concerned in any of the 
late infUrre^fcions. Tliis excited the moft terrible 
alarms,' and made the people look around them 
for prote&ion from impending ruin. The peo* 
pie of Kent, who were particularly obnoxious, 
fent mefiengers to the lords at Calais, earoeftly 
intreating them to come over, and promifing 
that the whole county would join them on thdr 
landing. Thefe lords, burning with the moft ar- 
dent defires to retrieve their lofles and take ven- 
geance on their enemies, joyfully accepted of the 
invitatioQ,and landed at Sandwich with only 1500 
of their followers. They were immediately 
ji^ined by the Lord Cobham, with 4000 .well- 
ai'med troops ; and fb general was the rifing in 
their favour, that they entered London, July 2., 
•mth an army of 40,000. *** 

•<*♦ Piriiameiit. Hift. r.%. p. 189, Ac. Wethainftede>p.46*— 
47a. Rym. Feed. torn, zz* p. 455 

'*^ J. WtAamftede, p.47«. Stow 1 p.408. Hall, f. 94, 
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la the mean time, the Queen, with thofe lords AJ)a46Q. 
and gentlemen who adhered to the houfe of Lan^ filiu^^ 
cafler, having collected an army at Coventry North- 
(which was then called the Queen's chamber), «npton- 
marched towards London* But their enemies 
iayed them the trouble of fo long a march f for 
the Earls of Mar^h and Warwick, with the Lord^ 
Cobham and Bourchier, at the head of 25,000 ' - 
of their beft troops, departed from London tp 
meet them i and the two armies came in fight of 
each other, July 10*, near Northampton ; wher^ 
a bloody battle was fought, in which the Yorkifts 
obtained a complete yi3;ory. The iDuke of 
Biuckinghafn, who commanded the rpyal army^ 
the Earl of Shrewfbury, the Lords Beaumont and 
E^eripoQ^, with many knights ^nd gentlemen, 
were killed ; as the commanders on the other 
fide had given particular diredtions to their fol- 
dters to fpar^ none of the nobility or gentry. 
The QuaeiQ, with her fon the Prince of WaleSj 
fled with only a fe w^perfons in their company j and 
after Ikulking for fome time in different places, 
they took Ihelter in Scotland j where they arrived 
in a y^y yfjetchfid condition, having been robbed 
of their mpney and baggage by -the way. '^^ 

After the battle, the victorious earls found the Tht King 
Kiuff in his tent almoft alone, treated him with conduced 
great relpei^^and carried himan akind of procelfion 
into Northampijon. Having refted, and refreflied 
their troopp in that place three days, they fet out; 
Qn their retu^rn to London, entered that capital 

»•• J. Wethamftede, p.480. HaH, f.94. Stow, p. 409. 
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AJ>.x46o. iti triumph, July i6., and lodged the King in the 
Biihop's palace ^^\ This conteil feemed now to 
be at an end; the chief fupporters of the houfe 
of Lancafter being killed or taken prifoners, the 
Queen, with her fon, expelled the kingdom, and 
the weak, unhappy Henry in the hands of his 
lenemies. But torrents of blood were yet to flow 
before it was determined ; owing, on the one 
hand, to the political timidity of the Duke of 
York, and, on the other, to the a6livity and un- 
daunted fpirit of Queen Margaret. 

^a- Immediately after the viftory at Northampton, 

mefiengers were fent into Ireland, to inform the 
Duke of York of the fucce& of his friends, and 
intreat him to return to England. In the mean 
time, his party being in pofieflion of all the power 
of the King, as well as of his perfon, did not neg- 
le6t to employ it for the benefit of themfelves and 
their friends ; though they paid more regard to 
juftice than is commonly done on fimilar occa- 
fions **•. They iflued writs in the ICing's name, 
July 30., for a parliament to meet at Weftmihfter 
Oftober 7., direfted to all the peers of both par- 
ties, without diftindtion, and permitted the mem- 
bers of the houfe of commons to be elefted ac- 
cording to law '^. Two days after the meeting 
of parliament, the Duke of York reached London, 
rode through the city in great ftate, alighted ^t 
Weilminfter-hall, and went dire£tly to the houfe 
of peers ; where, flanding under the royal cano- 
py, he laid his right hand on the cufhioh, and 

'^ J. Wethamfiede^ p.48o« Hall; f. 94* Stow» p.409. 

••• Rym. Feed, t xo. p.4i9> 460. '•» Cotton Abridg. p.665. 

feemed 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chi5»-ir Sea.s. CIVIL AND MILITARY. ^5^ 

Teemed to expeft an invitation to place himfelf aj).i459. 
in the throne. In this he was difappointed. A 
fc^emn filence reigned in the houfe for fome mor 
ments. At length the Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury aiked him, if he would go with him, and 
wait upon the King; to which the Dul^e, in 
great agitation, replied, — ^^ I know no perfon 
" to whom I owe that mark of reipe6t, which is 
" more juftly due to myfelf from all others ;'* 
and then hurried out of the houfe. '^° 

The Duke of York having made this difcovery 
of his defign to claim the crown, did not afie^ 
to keep it any longer a fecret. A few days after 
(0£tober 16.) he, by his counfel gave in to both 
houfes a formal claim of the crown, with: his . 
pedigree on which that claim was founded, de« 
riving his defcent from Lionel Duke of Cla.- 
rence, third fon of Edward IIL, and. elder 
brother to John of Gaunt, Duke o£ Lancafter, 
from whom Henry YL was defcended. This 
daim and pedigree (which was perfectly clear 
and well authenticated) was laid before the 
King J whofe counfel, a few days after, prefehted 
arguments in fupport of his title, and obje6tions 
to the claim of the Duke of York ; which were 
communicated to that prince, and anfwered in 
his name. This great caufe, having been thus 
pleaded by the parties, was debated feveral days 
in parliament j and, as it is faid, with great free- 
dom : one party fupporting the title of the houfe 

'^ The above acccmnt of this tr«niki^on is taken from J.Wetham- 
ftede» Abbot of St. Alban's (who was probably prefeiit> and is more 
worthy of aedit than the accounts of later hiAorians. 
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AiD.i46o. of Lancalter^ on the grounds of — parliamentary 
^^^^'^ fettlements — longpofleffion — andfrequentoathi 
of fealty ; the other contending for the fuperior 
right of the houfe of York, as defcended from 
the eldeft branch of the royal family. After long 
and warm debates, the following compromife was 
propofed, adopted, and formed into an a6t of 
parliament, November i., viz. that Henry Ihall 
continue King during his life, and, — That the 
Duke of York, or his heir, fliall fucceed to the 
crown on Henry's death. Many other ftipula- 
lations were added, to fecure the fuccefe of this 
fcheme '^'. But contefts for a crown are not fb 
eafily compromifed ; and though this arrangement 
feemed to fatisfy both, it in reality fatisfied neither 
of thfe contending parties. The late parliament 
at Coventry, which had atttainted the i)uke of 
York and his friends, was declared to have been 
no lawful parliament, and all its a6ls refcinded.'^* 
The two The calm produced by the above compromii^ 
was very fliort, and many circiimflatices portended 
an approaching florm. The whole nation was now 
divided into two parties ; the onei diftinguilhed by 
the red rofe, the badge of the houfe of Lancafter, 
the other by the white rofe, the badge of the 
houfe of York. Two hiftorians, who flourifhed ill 
thofe unhappy times, have drawn a moil affe6t^ 
ing pi6lure of the diftra6led ftate of the country^ 
and the violent aniniofity of the two parties *^^ 
The chief ftrength of the Lancaftrian party lay 

'7' Wethamfiecle» p.484»&c. Stow> p.409. 

'7* Sututes, 39 Hen. VI. 

'^ Wcthamftedei p.492* ^Contin. Hift.Croyl. p«5ao« 
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in the north) and of the York party in London, AJ).z46ob 
the fouth of England, and marches of Waks : ^■--'■v^ 
though both had partizans in every comer of the 
kingdom, and frequently in the fame family. 

The King, or rather the Duke of York in his TheQueen 
name, fent a rcquifition to the Queen to return «^^ 
to court with her fon Prince Edward. But that "* 
princefs had other defigns in view. She had 
met with a kind reception in Scotland j the 
young King, James III., being nearly related to 
the family of Lancafter. Many martial adven- 
turers of that nation efpoufed her caufe, and fhm 
was there joined by the Dukes of Somerfet and 
Exeter, and other fugitives of her party j who 
being united formed a fnjall army, with which 
Ihe entered England. The Earls of Northum- 
berland and Weftmoreland, with the other ba- 
rons, knights, and gentlemen of the northern 
counties, crowded to her fland^rd j and ihe 
loon iaw herfelf at the head of an army of 20,000 
men ; with which flie marched fouthward.'^^ 

The Duke of York receiving intelligence of Bttdcof 
this invafion, committed the cuftody oi the^*^ 
King's perfon, and the guard of the city, to 
the Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of Warwick ; 
lent his eldeft fon, Edward, into the marches of 
Wales, to raife ah army ; and then, December 2., 
let out from London, attended by his fecond fon, 
Edmund, Earl of Rutland, and his friend th^ 
Earl of Salilbury, with a fmall body of troops* 
He proceeded northward, by eafy marches, to 

■74 Hall, £.94. Hollingih. p. 1303. 
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AJ>.u6o. give his friends an opportunity of joining him; 
and when he reached Wakefield, December 24., 
his army amounted to 5000 men. There he re- 
ceived the difagrefeable news, that the Queen 
was approaching with an army four times the 
number of his ; which obliged him to condu^ 
his troops into his cattle of Sandal, where he 
was befieged. He probably defigned to remain 
on the defenfive, till he was joined by his Ion 
the Eail of March ; but, either want of provi- 
lions, — too great confidence in the courage of 
bis troops, — ^or the infults of the befiegers, made 
him change his mind, and refolve to give the 
enemy battle, contrary (it is faid) to the advice 
of his two great confidents, the Earl of Salifbury 
and Sir David Hall '". Accordingly he drew up 
his little army in order of battle, on the morning 
of December 30., and marched down thcv hill 
towards the enemy. The Duke of Somerfet, 
who commanded the Queen's army, had ad- 
vanced the Earl of Wiltfliire, with a body of 
troops on one wing, and the Lord Clifford on 
the other, with orders to lie concealed till the bat- 
tle began, and then to attack the fianks and rear 
of the enemy. The Duke of Ybrk attacked the 
main body, commanded by the Duke of Somerfet 
with great fury ; but was tnftantly furrounded, 
and in half an hour he and 2800 of his men were 
killed, and almoft all the reft taken prifoners/'* 

AJ).i46i. The Queen and her partifans were immbde* 
rately elated with this vi6lory, and made a cruel 

'^ Hall f.989 99. '^ WetBamiledey p. 489. Contjii* 

}iift.Cro7L p.550. Hall, f. 9$. Stow» p.4ia. 
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ufe of it, imagining that it was decifive. The A.D.u6x. 
Lord Clifford murdered in cold blood, on the '-""-7-' 
bridge of Wakefield, the Earlof Rutland, a youog o^hl'^'' 
prince of exquifite beauty and great hopes. The Queen's 
fame ferocious baron, having found the body of ^^^^'^"^^ 
the Duke of York on the field, cut off the head, 
put it on a Q>ear, and prefented it to the Queen, 
who commanded it, widi a paper crown upon: 
it, to be placed on the walls of York '^7. The 
Earl of Salifbury was taken priibner, and, wilii 
feveral knights and gentlemen, fent to Pomfi^et, 
and there beheaded, without trial and without 
mercy* The Queen's army confifted chtefiy of 
the bord^ers of both nations, who had been 
allured to her flandard by the j^'omife of per* 
miffion to plunder all the country beyond Trent. 
This permiffion they now ufed, and marked 
dieir way with defolation as they advanced fouth-> 
Ward, plundering, and often burning churches, 
monafteries, and private houfes, without dU*« 
tinaSon.'^* 

Edward Earl of March was at Gloucefter Battle of 
when he received the melancholy tidingaof his ^^"^* 
father's death, and the deftru^Uon of his army. 
Though he was much afflicted at the lofs of fa 
good a parent, and fo many friends, he was not 
dif{arited, but marched immediately to Shrewd 
\>iiry, at the head of 23,000 men, to meet the 
Queen and her victorious army. Here he re- 
ceived intelligence, that Jafper Tudor, Earl of 

^T7 Wetharaftede» a contemporary writer, fays the Duke of York 
was taken alive and beheaded on the fidd of battle. J. Wetham. 
p. 489* '^ Ibid* p«495« Continuatio iSft. Croyl. p.53i- 
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KD.u^u Pembroke, uterine bratber to King Henty, and 

^"^""^ .the Earls t>f Wiltfliire and Onnond, were follow* 

hig bim with a cotiflderaUe army of Welfli and 

IrHh ; which determined bim to turn bade to 

encounter thefe ei!iemies in the firft place. The 

two armies met, February 2.^ at Mortimer's 

Crois, near Hereford, where a bloody battle was 

fought, in which the Earl of Marcb» now Dofce 

of York, obtained a complete victory. The two 

earls made their efcape, leaving 38cx> of their 

men dead on the field ; but Sir Owen Tudor, 

£itber to the Earl of Pembroke, with feveral 

other knights and gentlemen, were tak^i and 

beheaded, accordii^ to the barbarous pra3ice 

of both parties in this cruel cont^* '^* 

Second The Queeu was <m her nrari^ to ^Liondon 

StAfl)am'« ^^^^ ^^ received the news of this defeat of her 

* friends , and though ihe was much dejeS^ed by 

it, ihe determined to proceed, in hopes of get* 

ting pofl&ffion of the capital, and of the King's 

perfon, before the young Duke of York could 

come to their relief. But when ihe reached St 

Albstn's, ihe fobnd the Duke c^ Norfolk and 

the Esorl of Watwick, with the King in their 

company, and a niitaerous army, ready to <4> 

ftru& her {)rogrefs. On the morning of Shrove- 

Tuefday, February 17., the ^leen's tl*oa|i$ tir 

teinpted to force their way through the town of 

St. Alban's; but werer^ulfed, wi& confiderabld 

lofs, by a ilrong body of archerspofted in the m^i 

. ket-place ; which obliged them to turn up a lane, 

through which, afler a iharp conflidl, they gained 

*^ hall, f. 100. Hoflinglh, p. I304. Stow, p, 413. 
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tbe open fields. Here they found the main body AJXi46t. 
of the efnemy ready to receive them^ and a fierce "'' ^^ 
a€tion immediately commeficed. Tbe viAory Ar 
ibme time remained doDbtful; but the Lord 
Lovelace, who commanded tbe Kentilh men^ 
either through cowardice or treachery, turning 
his back, the whole army fell into diforder. Tbe 
Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of Warwick^ 
knowing that immediate death would be die 
confequence of their being taken, made their 
efcape, and li^ft the Queen in pofieffion of die 
field. Thus thr^e pitched battles, all of diem 
very bloody. Were fbught In le& than two moiiths, 
of which we have few examples in hiftoiy. 

At the begihiiirig of the battle, the King wat TheQoeen 
left in his tent, under the care of theLdrdBonvile, f*^T^ 

, ^ her hu& 

who would hiave made his efbape, but Vtras per- bamd. 
fuaded by the King to ftay with bim, upon hid 
royal promife for his ftfety. But he l^^as be* 
headed aft^r the battle, without the leafl^ regaird 
to th^ King's pfomifb, the laws of ^ar^ or tk« 
di6fcates of humanity. Henry was condu6fc^ to 
Lord Clifford's tent, where he had a tender interii 
vieW with his queen and fon. At the Queto's de^ 
lite he knighted the Prince of Wales, with thirty 
yoiing nobleoDen and gentlemen, who had difldm 
guiflied themfelves in the preceding a6tion» *^ 

if the Queen could have marched to Londc^ TheQueen 
inihiediately after her viftory at St. Alban's, ihe Jl^**^ • 
riiight pferhsips have dblflined admittance. But 
this was not itt her power; Her troops^ in op- 

^ Han, £ iQo* . 
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XIX 2461. pofition to the moft pereAipiory commands, i^eot 
•^~" "-^".-^ feveral days in plundering St Alban's, and the 
tt^acent country, and pufhed their ravages to 
the very gates iof the city. This gave the citi* 
zens time to recover from their conilernatiooi 
and infpired them with a resolution to expofe 
themfelves to any danger, rather than admit 
fiich favage plunderers. They even flopped a 
few waggons loaded with provifions, which tb^ 
magiftrates fent to , the Queen at her defire# 
Deipairing, therefore, of gaining the capital, 
upon receiving intelligence that the Buke df 
York was advancing at the head of a fiiperi<^ 
army, ihe was obliged to relinquilh all the ad- 
vantages of her victory, and retire with her 
ahny into the north. '** 
A<^ffion The Earl of Warwick, after his defeat, cot 
^1^1^^ lefted the remains of his fcattered troops, and 
joined the Duke of York at Chipping Norton ; 
which rendered the army of that prince fuperior 
to that of his enemies, and encouraged him to 
advance with a defign to give them battle. Bui 
finding that they had decamped, inftead of pur« 
fidng them, he proceeded to the capital, into 
which he entered, February 28., amidft the 
loudefl acclamations of the citizens ; and on the 
following days, great crowds of people ^rom 
Kent, Effex, and the neighbouring counties, 
oame to the city to join his ftandard. Edward 
wi^ly determined to improve the prefent favour- 
9bie opportunity. His army being muilered in 

••* J. Wcthamftede, p.503— 508. Hall, f. loo. Stow, p. 414. 
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St. John's fields, on Sunday March 2., and a Aa>.z46t. 
prodigious multitude of the citizens come out to 
view it, the Lord Fauconbridge, who fuperin- 
tended the mufter, took an opportunity to ha* 
rangue the people, — on the unfitnds of King 
Henry for government, — on the misfortunes of 
his Teign, — and on his violation of the late fii* 
lemn agreement, by attempting to deprive the 
Duke of York of the fuccefiion ; and concluded 
with afking them, if they would have Henry to 
reign over them any longer? on which they 
cried out. No! no! He then aflked them, if 
they would have Edward Duke of York for thek 
king ? To which they anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, with the loudeft acclamations ; and fent a 
deputation to Edward, to befeech him to afliime 
the government. A great council was aflem- 
bled next day, of all the prelates, liobies, chief 
^ magiftrates, and principal gentlemen in and 
about London; to which Edward, in perfon^ 
iexplained his title to the crown, and infifted on 
that article of the late folemn agreement, by 
which it was ftipulated, " That if King Henry 
*< attempted in any way to break the faid agi%e* 
*< ment, the crown (hould immediately devolve 
" to the Duke of York or his heirs ;** and then 
left the council to confider what he had repre« 
fented. Th^ council, after a fliort deliberation^ 
unanimoufly agreed, " That Henry of Lancau 
" ter had forfeited his right to enjoy the cro^n 
*< dnring his life ; and that it was now devolved 
"to Edward Duke of York j" and concluded 
with entreating him to accept of that crown 

which 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 74 HISTOay OF BBITAIN. BookV. 

AB.146X. which was his uodoubted right. £kiward, after 
' ~''~' a (hort apology for his youth and ioexperieiK^^ 
complied with their requefl. On Tuefd^y, 
March 4., the young King (for lb he was now 
caHed) went in proceflEum to St Paul's^ where 
Te Detmt was fung ; from theoce he proceeded 
to Weftminfter-faall ; where, being feated on the 
throne, with the fceptre in his hand, he received 
the houMige of the great men who were prefeot. 
fie was then condu6ted into the church, feated 
in the King's feat, and offered at the 0irine of 
St.EdwanL'»» 
chaitaer Thus ended the inglofious unhappy reign of 
^ *^ Henry VL, whp loft all the conquefts of his illuf. 
trious father, and the hereditary 4ominiop9 of his 
fiMmlyinF^ance,and atlaftthe crown of England. 
His peifonal appearance was me^n, his counte- 
nance meknchdy and unmeaning, beariqg Uttle 
or no refei&Uancetothe handfome,ftrong,and ac- 
tiveHenry V.andthe beautiful Queen Katharine. 
But the weakneis of his underftanding, and the 
fiicility of bis temper, were his mod fatal defe6l:s ; 
the one rendering him quite unfit for holding the 
jreinsof governmenthimfelf,the otbermaking him 
a paffive inftcument in the bandsof thofeby wh^^m 
he was^irrojimded. . In private life be was harm* 
lefiand inoj6BQBfive,devout(accordingtothe mode 
of thofetimes),chafle, temper^te^ humble in prof- 
petity, and patient in adverlity : but the lye^kneis 
of hii underftanding degraded all his virt;^es• Ip a 
word, Henry VL was much fitter for a monk than 

"* J. Wethamftede, p. 509—5 14. Continuat. Hift. Croyl. p.5^a. 
HallV f. xoi. Suw» p«4i5t 
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for a monarch, and wouid fasve made a better AD.146^. 
figure in a eldfter than in a court '*'. But that *"" "•'" ^^ 
iftfignificancy which loii him his crown, faved 
bis lUe; for when he fell into the hands of bis 
focceflbr, he permitted him to live, not thinking 
his deat^ nec^b^ry to his own fecurity. 

Henry VI. cannot be confidered as an ufurper ; Hcmy Vr. 
and the defence which he made for himfelf, when "^ ^"^• 
he wa? accufed of that crime in the Tower, feems 
to be fatisfa3;ory : *^ My &tber (faid he) and 
^ grandfather were Kings of England; I was 
^ enthroned when I was an infant, crowned 
^^ when I was a child, received the voluntary 
<< homage of all my fiibje6bs, and enjoyed th^ 
<^ r#yal authority, unchallenged, almoil forty 
«« years *'*.V He rdigned thirty-eight years and 
fix months. His only child, Edward Prince of 
Wales, was now in the feventh year of his age« 
We fludl aflwwards bear of his onbappy fate» 

SECTION IV. 

R-am the acceJlJion of Edward IV., A.D. 1461., totfi$ 
acceffionqf Edwardy^i A.l>. ij^Z'^. 

EDWARD IV. was in the blopm of youth AJ3.1461. 
being hardly nineteen years of age, when ^ — -v^^ 
he afcended the throne of England j beautifiri ^^ 
in his perfdn, engaging in his deportment, ex- into the 
celling in all manly exercifes, brave, afilive, and '*°'^ ' 
even prudent beyond his years. Inftead of 

■*^ See John j^acknuuiy De Virtutibus Heorici VI. Apud. Otter- 
Wnnie et Wethamfiede^ edit. Oiioii. X73». t. i. p^aS;— 306. 
'•• id. ibid. |i.soi. 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



, yS HISTOSY Oi BRITAIN. Book V* 

AJ0.Z461. Q)eudsDg hb time in vaui atnulbmeats^ he ap« 
^*'""^^*^ plied to bufinefe with fo mUch ardour, that the 
firft divifion of his army, conduced by the Eaii 
of Warwick, left London, March 7. ; and, five 
days after, he followed with the reft of his 
forces. On that fame day^ he gave a l|ieGiineQ 
of that cruelty which s^erwarda ilained his 
chara^er, by ordering the execution of one 
Walter Walker, a grocer, for having fpokeo 
contemptuoufly of his title to the crown. His 
army increafed as he advanced ; and when he 
reached Pomfret, March 17., he found himfetf 
at the head of a gallant army, of between 
40,000 and 50,000 men./ 
Bittie of Queen Margaret, and the nobles of her party, 
Towton. ^^j. ^j^gjj^ return into the north, had been, very 
active in recruiting their army, which now lay 
at York, and amounted to 60,000 men. The 
Duke of Somerfet was appointed commander in 
chief; who, leaving the King, Queen, and 
Prince of Wales, with a proper guard at York, 
marched out to meet the enemy, March 28. 
On that day, the pafs at Ferrybridge was eagerly 
difputed by advanced parties of both armies j 
and, after two bloody fkirmiihes, was fecured b^ 
the Yorkifts, who there paffed the river 4rc 
Early in the morning of Palm Supday, March^p^i 
thefe two mighty armies, inflamed with the inoft 
violent animofity againfl one another, were 
drawn up in order of battle on the fields, be- 
tween the two villages Saxton and Towton, 

' J. VSTethamfUde^ p.5Z5. Stowi p.4X5» Halli Hen. VL f. zoo. 

al)out 
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about ten miles fouth of York. Edward ifllied AJ).i46i. 
orders to his troops to take no prifoners, and give 
no quarter; nor is it improbable that the orders on 
the other fide w6re in the lame fanguinary llrain. 
The a6lion began at nine in the morning, in the 
midft of a heavy (hower of fnow, which was blown 
with great violence in the faces of the Lancaft rians, 
and prevented them from feeiiTg the enemy diC? 
tin6lly, or judging rightly of their diftance. The 
Lord Fauconbridge, taking advantage of this cir- 
cumflance, commanded his archers to advance 
brifkly a few paces, and fhoot their flight arrows 
with all their force, and then fail back. Thefe ar- 
rows, being light, reached the Lancaflrians, and 
made them almoft empty their quivers at too great 
a diftance. The Yorkifts then advanced; and, 
pouring in fhowers of arrows upon their enemies, 
did great execution, and made them ru(h on to a 
clofe engagement, with fwords,ipears, battle-axes, 
and other inftruments of death. The conflidl now 
became general, fierce, and Woody, and fo conti- 
nued between four and five hours, victory fome- 
timesfeeming to Incline to the one fide, and fome- 
times to the other. At length, towards evening, 
the Lancaftrians began to recoil; and, being hard 
prefied, they broke, and fled on all fides, and were 
purfued with great flaughter. Thiswasoneofthe 
mofl: bloody battles thateverwas fought in Britain. 
Thofe who were employed to number and bury 
the dead (as we are told by a contemporary writer, 
who lived near the fcene of a6lion), declared that 
their number amounted to 38,000** Amongft 

' Continuat. Hift. Croyl. p. j|a« 

VOL. IX. w tfreft 
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AJ>*i46x. tliefe were many perfons of rank and fortune, as 
^""^^^'^ the Earls of Northumberland, Weftmoreland 
and Shrewfbury ; the Lords Clifford, Beaumont, 
Nevil, Willoughby, Wells, Roos, Scales, Grey, 
Dacres, and Molineaux; befides a prodigious 
number of knights and gentlemen \ This was 
the fourth pitched battle fought in lefs than three 
months in England, in which above 60,000 of 
her braved fons periflied; among whom were 
feveral princes of the blood, and many of the 
prime nobility, 
BTtnry flics The Dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, wheti they 



go^scot- f^^ jfj^t ^u ^^g i^Ki^ ^Q j^ fYiU fpeed to York, at- 
, tended by feveral lords and gentlemen ; and 
taking with them the King, Queen, and Prince 
of Wales, fled into Scotland ; and never thought 
themfelves fafe till they had reached the capital 
of that kingdom,* 

Ezecu- Edward, not fatiated with all the blood that 

^^ had been Ipilt in battle, caufed much noble blood 
tobe (hed on the fcaffold. TheEarl of Devonfliire 
and Sir W. Hill, being taken in their flight, were 
beheaded at York, and their heads fet up oq the 
walls of that city i from which- thofe of the Duke 
of York and the Earl of Salifbury were takeii 
down. The Earl of OrmoUd and Wiltfliire was 
beheaded at Newcaftle, and Sir Thomas Fulford 
at Hexham. * 

j53^j^ After celebrating the feaft of Eafler at York, 

crowned. Edward marched as far north AS Newcaftle ; and 

\" • ■ • ' . 

» Stow, 5.4^5- J. Wifliamflfde, p.517. HaU, Hnu YI. f-xoi* 
^ Hdt^gflu p. 2^9/1 Ufaund's CoHe^ancA, toL %. p.499. 

XI , having 
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having left the Earl of Warwick there with a com- 
petent force, to keep that part of the country in 
order and fubjeftion, he returned to London, 
June 26.; and three days after he was crowned 
at Weftminfter with the ufual foleranity. ^ 

When Henfy Vf. with his family .and friends, Negotk- 
arrived in Scotland, they found that kingdom in g^^jj^^ 
almoft as diftra6led a condition as that which 
they had left. James III. was a child of only 
eight years of age ; the regents appointed by 
parliament were divided into parties; atid the 
whole country was a fcene of fa6lions and family 
feuds. The royal and noble fugitives, however, 
were kindly received and entertained. Queen 
Margaret foon contra£ted a friendihip with the 
queen-mother, Mary of Gelders, by propofing 
a mtfffiage between the Prince of Wales and her 
elded daughter, which was concluded. She 
alio gained the favour of the regents, by fur- 
rendering to them the town and cattle of Ber- 
wick, April 25".^ To counteract thefe opera* 
tions of his .moll a6live enemy, Edward fecretly 
negotiated an alliancie with the potent and tur- 
bulent Earl of Rofs, and Lord of the Ifles, 
June 2., and gave the Earl of Warwick a cora- 
Biif&on to treat with the regents of Scotland for 
a truce, July i8.' This prevented a national 
declaration from Scotland in favour of the exiled 
family, but did not prevent many individuals ot 
all ranks from efpouling iheir caufe., 

< Han, EdwardlV. £.z« Holiofb. P.Z3Z3* 

' Stow, p. 4x^* * i^y»- EM. mma^ p*47^ w« 

K a Seward, 
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Aj).i4«2. Edward, determined to fecure that crown by 
^TjT*^ law which he had gained by arms, iffued writs. 
May 2^.j fummoning a parharaent to meet at 
Weftminfter, July 6. ; but tl:ke unfettled flate of 
the country, and the dread of an invafion from 
Scotland;^ caufed it to be prorogued to Novem- 
ber 4^ » So many of the nobility had fallen in. 
battle or died on the fcaffold, or liad been driven 
into exile, that there remained only one duke, 
four earls, one vifcount, and twenty-nine barons, 
who were fummoned to this parliament. Henry 
ly. was declared to have been an ufurper ; the 
right of Edward IV. to the crown was acknow- 
ledged and confirmed ; the poilerity of Henry 
of Derby, commonly called Henry IV., were 
declared incapable of holding any eftate or dig- 
nity in any part of the Engiifh dominions for 
ever; Henry VI. late King of England, Marga- 
ret late Queen, Edward called Prince of Wales, 
the Dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, the Earls of 
Northumberland, Devonfliire, and Pembroke, 
with a prodigious number of lords, knights, and 
gentlemen, were attainted ; the heirs of all tfaofe 
of the York party who had been condemned as- 
traitors by the other party when they were pre- 
dominant, were reilored to the eftates and ho« 
nours of their anceftors ; and, in a word,, every: 
thing was done the victorious prince thought fit 
to dictate ; for which he gave them many thanks,. 
2^nd made them many promifes, in a fpeecfa froo^ 
the throne, at the end of the feflion. " 

* Bqgdtle't Summoht to Fuiiamenty x Edw. Vf. 

At 
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At the concluiion of this feffion of parliament, AJ}.z46z. 
in which fo many great eftates had been forfeited, ^TJ^C^ 
Edward enriched his friends with the fpoils of hi« 
enemies ; and to gratify their ambition, he raifed 
fome of them to additional honours. His eldefl 
brother George was created Duke of Clarence^ 
and his youngell brother Richard, Duke of 
Gloucefter ; the Lord Fauconbridge was made 
Earl of Kent, Lord Bourchier, Earl of Effex, 
and Sir John Nevil, brother to the Earl of War- 
wick, was made Lord Montacute. " 

Edward was no lefe attentive to punifli his AD. 146%. 
enemies, than to reward his friends. John de ^«»»^ 
. Vere, Earl of Oxfm-d, with Aubray de Vere, his 
fon, and feveral knights and gentlemen of the 
Lancaftrian party, were beheaded on Tower- 
bill, in February A. D. 1462. " 

While Edward was thus labouring by all means Q«e<» 
to fix himfelf firmly on the throne, his mofl for- ^J^'^* 
midable adverfary Queen Margaret was labour- France, 
ing with equal ardour to procure forces to pull "^^"^"^ 
him down; Finding that flie could not bring the 
regents of Scotland to declare war againft Ed-, 
ward, file, with the Duke of Somerfet, and a 
fmall retinue, fkiled to the continent, to folicit 
fuccours from the King of France, and her other 
potent friends. Though Lewis XL, wTio had 
lately mounted the throne of France, was one of 
the mod felfilh unfeeling princes that ever lived, 
he could not refufe a feemingly kind reception 
to fo near a relation in fo great diftrefs. But 



»' PadiamentUift. p.3ix — 3i9« HalI,Edw.IV. £x. 
" Stow, p.416. Holingfli. p. 1313. 

N 3 
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AJj.u6%. the unhappy Queen; nfter a long and earneft 

'"^ "^ " ^ folicitation, at laft difcovered that no effe&^si 

filccours were to be expected from that quarter ; 

and therefore, having obtained a loan of 20,000 

Jivres, and a fmall body of troops, commanded 

by Peter de Breze, fenefchal of Normandy, Ihe 

failed for England, and after a very ftormy 

paflage arrived off Tinmouth, about the end of 

this year. Being prevented from landing there) 

her fleet was overtaken by a florm, many of the 

ihips were put on ihore near Bamburgb caftle, 

and that one in which the Queen failed got into 

Berwick, with great difficulty. The French 

' troops took (belter in Holy Ifland, and werefoon 

attacked by a fuperior force, and the.greateft part 

of them killed or taken ; but their commander, 

with fome others, made their efcape to Berwick.'' 

AJD.X463. Nothing could appear more defperate than the 

Caufeof caufe of Henry VI, and his family at this time* 

^er7rl^ Almoll all their powerful friends in England were 

either killed in battle, put to deaith on the fcaf« 

fold, or attainted and banifhed out of the kingdom* 

Edward was negotiating truces with the kings of 

France and Scotland, the only princes from whom 

they could expe6t affiftance ; and there was the 

greateft probability that thefe negotiations would 

fucceed ^\ Henry Duke of Soraerfet, the neareft 

relation and greated fupport of the houle of 

Lancafter, viewing things in this light, yielded to 

deipair, and made his peace with Edward ; and 

'^ Mofiftrelet, t,3.p.9f. Hall, Edw.IV. £.». Stow, p.416. 
*♦ Rym. Feed. torn. 1 1, p. 502—5x3. 

his 
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his example was followed by Sir Ralph F^rcy, and A.D.X46S. 
many otliere 'K In a word, Henry, his Queen, "^"-^ 
and fiH), were lefl almofl alone at Edinburgh, 
without friends, without money, and without any 
probable ground elf hope. 

But nothing could fubdue the a£live undaunted Queen 
^rit of Queen Margaret. Living her huiband ^^''^^ 
and foo at Edinburgh, fhe fafled from Kircud* age to^^* 
bright, in Galloway, April 8., with four fbips, and France. 
hmding in Britanny, obtained a prelent of 1 2,000 
crowns from that Duke'*. From thence flie pro- 
ceeded to the courtof France, whereibe was treats 
ed with becoming refpe£l;,andftood godmother to 
the only fon of the Duke of Orleans, long after- 
wards Lewis XII. "' Here, however, Ihe had the 
mortification to fee the ambafladors of King Ed. 
wardi who werenegotiating a truce, well received, 
and frequently admitted to audiences. The truth 
is, that Margaret was a very unwelcome gueft at 
the court of France ; and, in order to haften her 
departure, Lewis, after exaS^ing from her an ob- 
ligation to deliver up Calais as £:>on as it was in 
her power, privately gave her a ftnall body of 
troops, with which fhe arrived fafe in Northum- 
berland, in the month of Oftober, expelling that 
the peqple of that country would take up arms 
in her fkvour. But they, obferving that ftie had 
brought but a fmall number of auxiliaries from' 
n^ncey in general remained quiet, which obliged 
her, after taking a few caftles, to retire into Scot- 
land, were (he fpent the winter. '• 

•» Hall, f.i. Stow, p. 416. '" W. Wyrceftcr, p.493- 

'7 YiUar, torn. i^. p. 454. '• W. W}TCcfter, p.493> 494. 

N 4 Though 
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AJy.uSi. Though England enjoyed a kind of peace dur^ 
p^^j^y"' ' ^^S *h® abfence of Queen Margaret, Edward 
tions taken feeois tohave been under continual apprebM[iion$ 
i>yEdward. ^f ^^ ^^^j^^j^ j^^^jj fj,^^ France and Scotland. To 

guard againft thefe attacks, he conftituted Sir 
John Neville, lately created Vifcount Montacute, 
warden of the marches towards Scotland, June i., 
with power to array all the men in the northern 
counties, between fixteen and fixty years of age, 
to repel any invaiion that might be made in thofe/ 
parts *». In the beginning of Auguft he gave a 
commiffion to the Earl of Warwick to guard the 
fea, with a certain number of (hips and men, 
probably with an intention to intercept Queen 
Margaret in her return *^ When he received 
intelligence that (he had landed in the north, he 
came with all poffible expedition to York ; but 
being there informed that (he had retired into 
Scotland, he returned into the fouth, ** 
A.D.1464. Queen Margaret, being determined to make 
Queen an eiFort to recover the crown which (he had loft, 
i^vadM^' before the truce between the two Britilh king- 
England, doms was coucluded, colle6led all the friends of 
her family who had fled into Scotland, engaged 
as many of the Scots as (he could, by the pro- 
mife of rewards, and permiffion to plunder, to 
enter into her fervice ; and joining all thefe to 
her French auxiliaries, formed a con(iderable 
army, with which, accompanied by her hu(hand 
and fon, (lie entered England, about the middle 

•^ Uym. Fad. torn. 11, p. 500. *» Id. ibid. p. 506^ 

** Id. ibid. p. 510. 

of 
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of April. Her affairs for fome time wore a fa* 
Tourable afpe^ The cafties of Batnburgh, 
Duftanburgb^ and Alnwick, were either taken . 
by her troops, or delivered to her by their go- 
vernors. TheDukeofSomerfet, Sir Ralph Percy, * 
and feveral others, who had made their peace 
with Edward, on hearing of the Queen's fuc- 
cefies, flew to her ftandard with their followers.** 

King Edward appears to have been greatly Edward't 
alarmed at the defection of his pretended friends, ^2^^ 
and the fuccefs of his declared enemie3. He dif- tiona. 
patched the Lord Vifcount Montacute into the 
north, to raife his forces in thofe parts, and ob- 
ftrti6l the progrefs of the enemy ; and iffued a 
proclamation, commanding every man in Eng- 
land, from fixteen to fixty, to be ready to attend 
him and march againft his enemies at a day's 
warning*^ Setting out from London, attended by 
a fplendid train of nobility and a powerful army, 
he reached York towards the end of May. ** 
- The fears of King Edward, and the hopes of S^^ 
Queen Margaret were both of (hort duration, and moor iLi 
the Lord Montacute had the honour to dilpel the Hexham, 
one, and to deftroy the other. He firft defeated 
and killed the brave Sir Ralph Percy at Hedgeley 
moor near Woolier, April 25.*^ Having received 
a reinforcement from the fouth, he advanced to- 
waids the main army of the enemy, encamped on 
a plain called the Levels^ near Hexham , attacked 

" Hall, Ed. IV. f. a. Stow, p. 41 7. 

^ R3^.Fced.toxn.ii. p.524« ** Id. ibid. T^S^4* 

^» Hall, f. a. Ed. IV. 

them 
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AJ).i46jh them in tbeir camp, and, after a long and bloody 

'^'^^ ftruggle, obtained a complete vifitoiy, May 15.** 

King Henry made his e&ape by the fwiftnefs of 

his borfe, and was condiudted into the cofinty of 

' X^ancafler, where he was kindly entertained, and 

long concealed by the friends of his family ^^ As 

a reward for this decifive vidlory, the Lord Mon- 

tacute was immediately after created Earl of 

Northumberland, and obtained a grant of the 

forfeited eftates of the Percy family. *' 

The Queen Queen Margaret, with her fon Prince Edward, 

^dS""*' efcapedfrom this fatal battle, but purfued a dif- 

' ferent route from King Henry, and were received 

intoBamburgh caftle by Sir Ralph Gray *U From 

thence they foon after embarked, with the .Duke 

of Exeter, Sir John Fortefcue, the famous lawyer, 

chancellor to King Henry, fome ladies, knights, 

and gentlemen, to the number of about two hun^ 

dred, and arrived fafe at Sluis in Flanders. After 

vifiting the Earl of Charolois, defcended by his 

mother from the houfeof Lancafler, fliepr'oceeded 

»« Hall, f. 2. Ed. IV. W. Wyrcefter, p. 498. '^ Hall, f.4, 

* Rym. Feed, tom.ij. p. 5 24. 

^ If the ftruige adventure mentioned by Monihvlet, the French 
hiilorian of thofe times, erer happened to Queen Margaret and her 
fon, it was moft probably in their flight from this battle. That 
^mter relates, that the Queen and her fon, flying from a battle 
alone^ vrere bewildered in a wood,' and fell among a gang of rob* 
bers, who plundered them of their money, jewels, and every thing 
valuable ; that the robbers quarrelling and fighting about the divi- 
fioB of their booty, the Qiieen and IMace fled, but foon after met 
with another robber, to whom the Queen prefented the Prince, faying, 
*< Behold, my friend, the fon of your King, I commit him to your 
<< protedtion ^' with which the robber was fo much afieifted, that he 
conduced them to the fea-coall, from whence they failed. Monfi. 
torn. 3* p. 96. 

to 
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to the court of his father, Philip, the good Doke AD*i464. 
of Burgundy, the moil munificent prince of his ^ ''"""^ 
age. ThifUgh Philip had long been on ill term^ 
with her and her family, he received the difbon- . 
folate Queen with the greateHtendernefs, enter- 
tained her and her friends in the mod fplendid 
manner, and having made her xnaay valuable 
prefents, he fent her, under a proper guard, into 
{^orraiit, where fhe fettled, with her fon and 
principal tbUowei^s, in a caftle given her, with 
the eftate annexed to it, by her father Eenie, 
Duke of Anjou, and titular King of Naples, 
Sicily, and Jerufalem. ^"^ 

The battle of Hexham was very fatal to the Exctu- 
friends of the houfe of Lancafter. Befides thofe ^^^^ 
who fell in the afition, many of them loft their 
lives on the fcaffold. Henry Duke of Somerfet 
was taken, and beheaded the day after, at Hex- 
ham, with four others : William Taylbois, Earl 
of Kyme, Thomas Lord Roos, Robert Lord 
Huwgerford, and Sir Thomas Fynderne, were 
taken a few days after the battle, and beheaded 
at New caftle ; and twelve knights and gentlemen 
were carried to York, and there executed^*. 
Many of the fugitives had takeii flielter in the 
caftie of Bamburgh, which was befieged by the 
Earls of Warwick and Northumberland. . The 
garrifon capitulated in July, and the gover- 
nor. Sir Ralph Gray, Was beheaded at Don- 
cafter.'* 



^ W. WyrcefteTy p.497* Monftrsloty torn* 3. p. 96. 
f* W.Wyrcefter,p,49«. »»I<Lp,499. 
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AD.tA64. To complete Edward's good fortune, all the 
^ "^^ callles in the north were reduced in the courfe 
Scotland, of this fummer ; and a long truce of fifteen years 
with Scotland was concluded, at York, June i., 
by which the Kiftg of Scots engaged to give no 
aid or prote£tibn to King Henry, his queen, or 
fon, or any of their adherents ?'. • Edward, 
having thus reduced the north to a ftate of per- 
fe6t tranquillity, returned into the fouth, by 
How journeys, fpending the laft months of this 
year at different places by the way. '♦ 
f^y^,. In that interval of tranquillity which Edward 
marriage, enjoyed when Queen Margaret was at the court 
of France, he formed a conne6):ion which in- 
volved himfelf, his family, and his fubjedls, in 
many calamities. Being young and amorous, 
he was captivated by the charms of Elizabeth 
Widville, widow of Sir John Grey of Groby, 
and daughter of Jaqueline de Luxemburgh, 
Duchefs of Bedford, by her fecond hufband, 
Richard Widville, Lord Rivers. Having tried 
all the arts of fedu6tion in vain, he was prompted 
by the violence of his paflion to marry her pri- 
vately, at Grafton, May i. A.D. 1463. 3* Con- 
fcious of the imprudence of this (lep, he kept it 
a profound fecret during the troubles which en- 
fued. Thefe troubles being now over^j Edward 
thought it a proper time to difcever the im- 
portant fecret : which he did, at Readmgi 
September 29., this year, when Elizabeth was 

" Nicolfon's Border-Laws, p.a6. Rym. Focd. tom.il. p. 525. 

*♦ Id. ibid. P.53X — ^538. 

*^ Fngmeut. ad finem Sproti Chitm. p. 293. Fabiati. vol. s« 

led 
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led to thjp abbey clrurch of that place, by the AD.X464. 
Duke of Clarence and the Earl of Warwick, ' "^^'**"^ 
and there declared Queen of England, and re- 
ceived the cocnpliments of all the great men 
who were prefent ^^ The part a6led by the Earl 
of Warwick in this folemnity makes it very im* 
probable that he had been employed in nego- 
tiating a marriage between Edward and the 
Princefe Bona, filler to the Queen of France, 
and that he was enraged at the King for not 
completing that marriage; though this is afierted 
by many of our hiftorians, both ancient and 
modern," 

The inconveniency of the marriage of a fove- Favoim 
reign with one of his own fubje6ts foon appeared ^^^ 
on this occaiion. The court was immediately Queen'* , 
crowded with the Queen's relations, who ingroffed «^«^^o"** 
the royal favour, and obtained every thing their 
avarice or ambition prompted them to defire. The 
Queen's father was created Earl Rivers, appointed 
treafurer of the exchequer, and conflabie of Eng- 
land J — her eldeil brother, Anthony, was married 
to the only daughter of Thomas Lord Scales, with 
whom he obtained that title and a great eftate; -^ 
John, another of her brothers, married the old 
Puchefs of Norfolk, a lady of immenfe fortune ; 
—the daughter and heir of tbe Duke of Exeter^ 
the King's niece, was^ given in marriage to Sir 
Thomas Grey, one of the Queen's fons by her 
former hufband ; — five of herfifters were inafliort 

** W. WjrrceftfiS p.500. 

« Hall, Ed.IV. f.5. Stoir, p.4x8. Habingtwi, p.437* Ho- 
lingfli. p.677. Oraftoi^f«465. Palyd»Vir|;. p.5ij. Hume^T^a* 

time 
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^.'464. time married to the heirs of five of the greateft 
famih'es in England ^. Such a prodigious flow of 
profperity could hardljfail to renderthis favourite 
family a little infolent, and to draw upon them the 
?nvy and indignation of thofe from whom they in- 
tercepted the fmiles and bounty of their fove- 
reign. But thefe paffions did not appear immedi- 
ately, nor produce any fatal effe€t for fome time. 
AJ>. 1465. Secure on the fide of Scotland by the late truce 
^^**^" for fifteen years, Edward laboured to procure 
fimilar fecuiity from the princes on the conti- 
nent, that the Lancaftrians might not receive aid 
from any quarter, to enable them to difturb hi^ 
government. With this view, he fent the great 
Earl of Warwick, at the head of a fplendid em- 
bafly, in the fpring of this year, to negotiate 
treaties of peace, or truces, with the Earl of Gha- 
rolois, the Dukes of Burgundy and Britanny, and 
the King of France, who had all difcovered fome 
compaflion for the exiled family. But the 
ambafiadors found all thefe princes fb keenly 
engaged in the war called the Public-good^ that 
they had little leifure to attend to negotiations ; 
which is probably the reafons that the commiffions 
to thefameambafladors were renewed thelucceed- 
ing year, when fliort truces were concluded. '^ 
Coronation In the mean time Edward was ertployed at 
Queen. hoine in preparing for the coronation of his be* 
loved confort. In honour of that folemnityi 

•■ Dugdale, voL 1. p. ajx. W. WyrceftHP, p.^di-*-5o6. Rymr 
Feed. torn. 11. p. 531. , , ' 

' Rjrm. Feed, tonunv P«540t^543« p. 56^^568. W* Wyr* 
ccftci;> P« 503, 504. 

be 
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he miade no fewer than thirty-feven knights of A.D.1465. 
the Bath, on Thurfday May 23, ; among whom ^-"y— ^ 
were feveral of the chief nobility. On Friday 
the Queen was met at Shooters-hill by the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and citizens of London, nobly 
mounted, and richly dreffed, and condu6):ed to 
the Tower 5 from whence, on Saturday, Ihe was 
carried in a horfe-litter, preceded by the new- 
made knights, to Weftminfter, where flie wad 
crowned on Sunday, by the Archbiftiop of Can- 
terbury, with the ufual ceremonies ^. After 
the coronation, magnificent tournaments were 
held at Weftminfter feveral days. 

The unhappy Henry VI. after fufferingmany HtniyVi. 
hardfliips in his concealment, among the friends * *"* 
of his family, in the counties of /Weftrooreland 
and Lancafter, wa» betrayed by a monk, and 
apprehended by Sir James Harington, as he fat 
at dinner in Waddington-hall, one day in th* ^ 
month of July. ISir James, with the afliftance 
of fome friends^ conduced the captive king to 
London : for which fervice he received a grant 
of the forfeited eftates of Sir Richard Tunftell*'. 
Henry was met at Iflington by his greskteft 
enemy, the Earl of Warwick, who commanded . . . 
his feet to be tied to the ftirrups, and in othef 
refpedls treated him with great indignity ♦* : ^ 
fufficient proof that the Earl had as yet no in*, 
tention of quarrelling with Edward,, or of faifing 
Henry again to the throne. In this diigrace- 

^ W. Wyrcefter, p. 501 — ^503. 

♦* Rym. Foed, torn. 11. p.543* W. Wyrcefter, p.504. 

*■ 9towy.p.4^9. 
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AiD.t46s* ful p6fture tbe fallen monarch was cosdudfced 
^"""^^^ ' through the ftreets of London^ after a procla* 
mation had been made, that no perfon ihould 
fliew him any marks of compaffion or refpedl. 
When the procefiion reached Tower-hill, he was 
compelled to ride three times round the pillory^ 
and then lodged in the Tower, where he was 
treated with a degree of contempt and cruelty 
which to a generous fpirit would have been 
worle than death. ^^ 
Magnifi. George Nevile, chancellor of England, and 
*^'^***' brother to the Earl of Warwick, had been trant 
lated, in the fummer of this year, from the fee 
of Exeter to that of York, and was enthroned in 
September, with aftonifliing expence and poipp. 
The Duke of Gloucefter, the King's brother^ and 
almoft all the nobility, bifhops, and great men of 
tile kingdom, were prefent at the magnificent 
feaft on that occaiion, except the Queen's rela- 
tions; which feems to indicate that a coolnefs had 
now commenced between them and the family of 
the Neviles, to whom Edward owed his crown.** 
iU>.x466. But this coolnefs had not come to a great 
Rinccfs height, nor was there as yet any appearance of 
1^0^ an open breach between Edward and his power- 
ful benefadlors. Fpr the Earl of Warwick had 
the honour to ftand godfather to the Princefs 
EU£abetti, of whom the Queen was delivered^ 
February ii., at Weftminfter : the Ducheffes of 
York and Bedford, the two grandmothers of thd 
royal infant, w6re the godmothers. ^J^ 

«' Monftrelet* toin«3. p.xX9. 

^ Leland's CoUedlanea^ vol, 6« p« ;(*-«-I4. 

** W. Wyrccftcr, p.ioj. 

While 
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While Edward enjoyed the greateft profperity, aj). 1466. 
lUid his cotirt was a fcene of inceflmtit triumph and ^---v-" ^ 
ftftivity^ thofe unhappy noblemen who had fol-' theUniwdP. 
lowed the fortunes of the houfe of Lancafter were trfans. 
reduced to great diftreib. Philip de Comines, a 
writer of undoubted credit^ afferts, that he had 
feen Henry HoUaud^Duke of Exeter walking on 
fi)ot without fljoes, and begging his bread from 
houfe to houfe : at ftrange reverfe of fortune for 
one of the firft princes of the blood of England, 
huflband to the eldeft filler of the reigning King ! 
The Duke of Somerfet, and feveral other great 
men (as the fame author tells us) were in greater 
ttifery than common beggars. The Duke of Bur*, 
gundy, when informed of their diftrefs, fettled 
finall penfions upon them barely fufficietit for 
their fiibfiftence.^ 

The fecret jealoufy and mutualdiflike which had AD. 1467. 
early taken place between the Queen's relations ^^^^ 
and the powerful fiimily of the Neviles, gradually of theNe. 
increalfed, and now began to appear openly. The ^*'^*'' 
Widviles viewed the immenfe wealth, prodigious 
power and extenfive influence of the three bro- 
thers, Hichard Earl of Warwick and Salilbury, 
John Earl of Northumberland, and George Arch- 
bilhop of York, and chancellor of England, with 
jealoufy and terror, and ardently defired to dimi- 
nilh their wealth, power, and influence, in order 
to increafe their own. By degrees they prevailed 
upon Edward to enter into thfeir views ; and a 
refolution was formed to bring do^n the Nevilei 
from that towering pitch of greatnefs to which 

^ Memoires dc CoinIsiC8> edit.BruftIIe, t«m. fc. p.z8i. 
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AJ>.i467. tbey hid attained. In confequ^ce ^.tfaU reCblu- 
^ — ^^"""^ tion, the King went to the Arcbbifbc^ of York** 
houfe, where that prelate was confined by ,fi<J(C- 
nefs, June 8., and demanded the feals, which he 
received, and foon after delivered to theBifhopxsf 
Bath and Wells *\ In a parliament that was th^ 
fitting at Weftminfter, an a6t was paiTed em- 
powering the King to refume the eftates he had 
, given away (with fbme exceptions) fince his ac« 
jceffioh to the throne **. This a6l (it is faid) was 
([chiefly intended againft the Neviles, who had ob- 
tained grants of feveral forfeited eftates^ as a re- 
ward for tlieir fervices in raifing the King to the 
ihronoii The King immediately refiimed two ma- 
nors, which he had granted to the Archbifliop of 
York ; but abftained from the further execution 
of that aft againd the family for fome time. 
Ncgotb- • Wbilethefe ungenerous attacks were made upon 
%Z^ his friends and family, the Earl of Warwick waf 
abfent on an embafly at the court of France^, Hq 
was received at that court (then at Rouen) with 
all the honours that could have been paid the 
greateft monarch. Tlie artful Lewis, whoar^ 
, dently defired an union with the King of England 
againft his mortal enemy the Earl of Charplois^ 
to whom he knew War wick was ao friend, met him 
feven leagues from Rouen, condudled him into 
that city, with a folemn procefBon of all the cler- 
gy^ June 7., entertained him twelve days in the 
inoft fplendid manner, and niade hifti the xnoil 



^ Rym.Foed.fx>m. zi. p.578. 

^ F^liamesu Hifi. v. %. p.^av, W. Wyrceftsr, p.5ol. 

^ Ryin«lfOBd*toin.ii. p*s7^* 
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mmgnUkkHA preftnts^^. After concluding a truce A.D.1467* 
for eighteen months, the Earl returned to Eng- 
land, and arrived in Lorfdon, July 5., the day on 
which the parliament was diffolved *'. He was fol- 
lowed into England by the Archbifliop of Narbon 
And the baflard of Bourbon, who made Edward 
the moft tempting offers to engage him to form 
an alliance with the court of France 5*. But thefe 
offers came too late, and were rejedled. 

Philip Duke of Burgundy, and his fon Charles 
Earl of Cbarblois, earneftly defired to form a con- 
federacy with England againtt France, In order 
to accomplifli this, they fent the baftard of Bun- 
gundy, in the beginning of June, to the court of 
England, under the pretence of performing cer- 
tain feats of arms with Anthony Lord Sc^es, the 
Queen's brother, but in reality topr6pofe a mar- 
riage between the Earl of Charolpis and the Lady 
Margaret, King Edward's fitter. Nothing could 
be more pleafing to Edward than this propofal, as 
it procured an honourable fettlement to a beloved 
fitter, deprived the houfe of Lancatter of its chief 
fupport, and fecured a powerful confederate to 
himfelf in profecuting his claims in France. Com- 
miffioners were appointed on both fides to fettle 
the terms of the marriage 5 and in the mean-time 
Philip Duke of Burgundy died, and Charles fuc- 
ceeded to all his vafl dominions ^K This event 
ajiade an alliance ^th that prince ftill more de- 
firable. 

*• Continuat. of Mdnftrelet, p.»3. *' W. Wypceftcr, p-iii. 

'' Id. ibid. %nt FfiKi^ torn. zx. p.58o. 

** Monftrelety tonn 'p p. xao. Rym. F<ed. torn* t x. p. 530* 

. o a The' 
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AJD. X4«7' The Earl of Warwick, foon after his return frooi 
The^kel^ France, went into the north, in ferae degree of 
TUes dif- difcontent, which was not diminiihed by his con* 
contented, ygifations with his twQ brothers, particularly with 
the Archbifliop of York. It is not, however, 
probable, that either the Earl or his brotbera^ as 
yet entertained any thoughts of pulling down 
Edward, and reiloring Henry YI. to the throne. 
Marriage AU preliminaries having been fettled by the 
iB^h Bur! commiffioners, the marriage of the Lady Mar* 
gundy, garet with Charles Duke of Burgundy was finally 
agreed to by Edward in a great council held at 
Kingilon-upon-Thames, October i., to be cele- 
brated as foon as a difpenfation could be obtained 
from the Pope. But that proved more difficult 
than was expe£ted (owing to the influence of the 
King of France at the court of Rome), and re- 
tarded the marriage more than fix months ^\ At 
the fame time, a treaty of peace, or rather a long 
truce of thirty years, was concluded between 
Edward and his future brother-in-law". The 
King, Queen, and court, made a progrefs north- 
.ward, and celebrated the feafi; of Chriilmas at 
Coventry. ** 
AJ>.X46S. While the court remained at Coventry, a kind 
Reconciii». of reconciliation was made between the. Queen's 
relations and the Nevile family, by the interpofi- 
tion of ibme common friends. The Archbifhop of 
York had a meeting with Earl Rivers, the Queen's 
father, at Nottingham, in which all prelimina« 
lies were fettled j and the Earl of Warwick 

^ W. Wyrceiler, p.511. » Rynt.BKd. t.f x. p. 591. 
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attended a great council at Coventry, in JanuaiT", AJ}.u^ 
^hen he was publicly reconciled to the Lords *— v*— ' 
Herbert, Stafford, and Audley, who had mar- 
ried the Queen's fillers. The King wa^ fo well 
pleafed with the part the Archbilhop had a£ted 
in this affair, that he reff;ored the two manors 
lie had taken from him ^^ But it is probable 
this reconciliation was not very cordial ; it is 
Certain it was not very lading. 

No King of England had ever taken fo much intended 
pains tofecure the friendffiip of foreign j^inces «n^*fl<««* 
as Edward IV. Befides the long truce with Scot- 
land, he contracted alliances with the Kings of 
Arragon, Ca(lile,and Denmark, and with the two 
potent Dukes of Burgundy and Britanny **. In 
this policy he had thefe two ends in view*— to 
prevent the houfe of Lancaffer from receiving 
aid from any of thofe princes — 'and to procure 
their alliftance in an attempt he intended to 
make for the recovery of the Engliih dominions 
in France. He communicated this intention to 
a parliament at Weftminfter, in May, and it met 
with the hearty approbation of that aflembly, 
which granted no lefs than two tenths and twa 
fifteenths, to enable him to execute his defign ^. 
But internal commotions foon diverted all 
thoughts of foreign conquefts. 

All the preliminaries of the marriage of the Mtfriage. 
Lady Margaret with the Duke of Burgundy be* 
ing fully fettled, fhe rode through the ftreets of 
London behind the Earl of Warwick, June 1 8. ; 

" W. Wyrceftcr, p-5Xi, 513. 

^ Ryiit.Fad, torn. ix. p.5aa-.-6o6. 6zt* 

^ PiuiHUtvoUa. p.334. 
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Ai).i46t, embarked at Margate, July i, ; arrived neitt day 
^^ "^ * at Sluis ; and was married with great folemnity 

at Dam, July 9. ^'^ 
Triaif. ^ , Biding before the Lady Margaret in that pro- 
eeffion was not the only mark of refpeft and con- 
fidence that Edward conferred on the Earl of 
Wirwick about this time. Several gentiemea 
having been apprehended, and accufed of cor- 
refponding with Queen Margaret, the King 
granted a. commiffion to his own two brothers, 
the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter^ with the 
Earl of Warwick, and the Earl of Northumber- 
land, his brother, to fit in judgment upon them 
at Guildhall in July. The two Earls a^led with 
grieat zeal in the execution of this commiffion ; 
and very unjuftifiable methods were ufeid. to pro- 
cure evidence againft the prifoners ; of whom 
fome were condemned and executed*'. This 
feems to afford a fufficient proof that Edward 
<Jid not as yet fufpe^t Warwick or his broUier of 
difaffedtion. 
AJD.1469. George Duke of Clarence had long been dif- 
ciarence Contented. He thought himfelf neglected by 
taarried. the King his brother, and imputed that negle^ 
to the influence of the Queen's relations, againft 
. whom he entertained the moft violent animofity. 
Their common hatred of the fame perfons natu- 
rally produced an intercourfe and communica- 
tion of councils between Clarence and the Earl 
of Warwick ; and this intercourfe gradually im- 
, proved into an intimate union of interefts, which 
was at laft cemented hy a marriage between the 
•• Stow, p.4ai. ** W.Wyrccfter, p.515. 

.13 Duke 
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Duke and the Lady Ifabella, the eldeft of the A 0.14*9- 
Earl*5 two daughters, and one of the heireffes ^^^ "^ 
of his great eftate. This marriage was cele- 
brated with great pomp, at Calais, July i »., by 
the Archbiftiop of York. ^* 

• In the mean-time a dangerons infarre6lion of inftirrec- 
the farmers and common people took place in Yorkftiirc. 
Yorkfliire ; occafioned by the officers of the hof- 
pital of St. Leonard's at York violently exa^ing 
certain quantities of corn, which the farmerar re«i 
fbied to pay. Many of oiu* hiilorians infinuate, 
that this infurrefition^was raifed by the emiflaries 
. of the Nevile femily ; but this is very improbable, 
as.it-wai certainly oppofed by one of the heads of 
that family. For when the infurgents amounted 
to ir 5,000. merii and approached the gates of 
York, John Nevile, Earl of Northumberland, 
raifihg a body- of his braved followers, attacked 
and defeated them, took their leader, called ~ 
Robin of Redfdale, and beheaded him on the field. 
The approach of night prevented any purfuit. ^^ 

But though the infurgents were defeated, they Battle o£ 
we*«e not difperfedj and they Icion found leaders ^^^^^^ 
of greater abilities, and higher rank, than Robin 
of Redfdale. Thefe were, Sir Henry Nevile and 
S^r John Caniers; who,leavingthe neighbourhood 
<yf York, directed their march fouth ward. As foon 
as Edward heard of this infurre(Stion, he fent the 
I«brd H^rbert^ lately created Earl of Pembroke, 
add the Lord Sla£)rd, created Earl of Devon, at 
the head of a conGderable army, to meet and en- 
counter the enegay. When the two ISarls, with 

•' Hall, Ed IV. f. 9. Stow, p.4ax. '* HaD, f.iu * 

o 4*'» their 
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AJ>.z46^ their forcM, arrived at Banbury, tbtfjr qpAtrelUi 

'^" '' ^ to violently about their lodgings^ that the Earl of 

Devon wiUidrew the troops lender his cooamand; 

and the Earl of Pembroke, with his diviflon of 

the army, confiding chiefly of Welibmen, was 

defeated by the iniiirgents at Edgecote in North- 

amptonlhire, about three miles from Banbury^ 

July z6. ^^ The vi6fcors (as was ufual in thoie 

times) ftained their laurels with much blood, which 

they (bed a|ler the battle^. The Earl of Pern* 

broke, his brother Sir Richard Herbert, and ten 

other gentlemen, were beheaded on the fields 

Richard Earl Rivers, the Queen's father, and Sic 

John Widvile, her brother, being taken in tbe 

foreft of Dean, were carried to Norths^mpton, wA 

put to death on a fcaffold, without any trial. ^' 

Warwick It was r^ottod ((ays a contemporary writer), 

withEdu ^^^ thefe things were done by the confent of 

va^ the Earl of Warwick ; and this, which was then 

only a vague report, had been adopted by mwj 

hiftdrians as. an undoubted truth ^. There U 

the deareil evidence, that King Edwmrd himfelf 

entertained no fuch fufpicion ; for he conftituted 

the Earl of Warwick, Auguft 17., chief jufti* 

ciery o£ South Wales, and gave him feverM 

other offices of power and truft, which bad been 

held by his favourite the late Earl of Pembroke} 

which he cer.tainly would not fa*ve done, if hebad 

fufpefited that Warwick had any conne^n with 

rebels who had murdered bis own &ther and 

brother-in4aw«^' 

*♦ Fragit»nt ad finem Spioti Chron. p-joo, StoWf p. 4aa. 
*• StowTp p.4a». Hall, f.xj, •« Fragment p. 301. 

^' Rym. F«d. tonuxj* p*647c 

II But 
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Buttlioagh Edivard at that time placed grea£ Aj>;i46p. 
confidence in theattadinient of the £arl of War* ^■'^^^^■^ 
wick) that confidenoe did not continue much ^|^^^ 
longer. For he gvaoted acommiiSon to John £dw«rd 
Duke of Norfolk, John Duke of SuflTolk, and ^^ 
Anthony late Lord Scales, now Earl Uivers, Clarence. 
dated at Weftminfter, i6th November this year, 
to array all the men capable of bearing arms in 
the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, againft the 
Duke of Clarence and. other rebels, who had 
cenfpired to deliver King Henry**. The im* 
mediate caufe of this violent rupture between 
King Edward and his brotiier Clarence and the 
Earl of Warwick, is not certainly known, feme 
afigning one caufe andfome another, and none 
of them very probable. It k only certain, that 
the royal brodiers had long been diflatkfied with 
each other's oondufl: ; and when they were kt 
tiaat flate of mind^ a fmall fpark might raife a' 
mighty flame. 

Henry Percy, ion and heir to the Earl of Nor^^ fwy fk« 
thumberland who was llain in the fatal battle of |^^ 
Towton, had been from that time kept a prifimer 
in die Tower of London, while i^ohn Nevile, 
brother to the Earl of Warwick, enjoyed his title 
and eftata Edward (it is iaid) cauftd fecret 
biatfl to be conveyed to the friends of die Percy 
fitfttily, to prefent petitions to him fbr the reftora- 
tipn of their imprifimed chief to his liberty, and 
die eftatee and honours of his anceftors. In con- 
fequence of thefe petitions, young Henry was 
fet at liberty, Oftober ^^7., and foon after re- 
itored to the Earldom of Northumberland ^. 

^ Ryn. Fsed. torn. ii. p 649. ^ Id. ibid. p*648. 
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CQuid Dot hut be very diiagreeable to the Nevile 

family; and this might be ohe caufe: of rtheir 

difcov^ring their difaSe&ion toEdwaid at tbifl 

time. 

AJ>.r47o. B^^ ag ti^g fcafon was too far advanced* for 

liaTi^n be- wditary operations, conciliating meafufes were 

twccBthe adopted by the court. John Nevile, who had 

SlTe? been dfepiived of the tide of Earl of Ncffthum. 

berland, was raifed to the higher title of Marquis 

of Montague ; and his eldeft fon, George, was 

created Duke of Bedford, January 5., arid flstl? 

tered with the bop^ of obtaining the Princeft 

Elizabeth, the Kingf s eldeft daughter, in mar« 

riage ^^ In a word, the reconciliation betwem 

the court ^nd the ^mily of. the Nevilesj in the 

|)eginning of this memorable year, was, inappetr- 

. ance at leaft, ib complete, that Edward granted 

a commiflion, at Waltham Abbey, March 7., to 

the Duke of Clarence and the EarLof Warwick, 

to array all the men able to bear arms in* the 

county of Worcefter, and to conxki6t them to the 

army the King waa railing againft certain rebels/' 

Rebdiion. The rebels. mentioned in this commiffion "wete 

commanded by Sir Robert Wells, eldeft ibn of 

Richard Lord Well^, and other gentlemen of Lin- 

colnihire. They drove Str Robe^ Burgh, w1k> 

held a place in the King's hoiifehold,out of the * 

county,demoIiihed hrscaftle,plundered hiseftate, 

and declared for King Henry. This infurrediion 

was probably a part of that plan which the Duke 



'^ Dugdale Baron. to1.x. p.a38, , 
f' Rym. Fed. torn. xi. 1^,6$%* 
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of Cbrenoeand tfaeEarlof Warwictohad formed JU>*i47^ 
lor thetirown deftnce, agaonft the icdignatrott of ^" "~'~^ 
£dward, when he denoimced theiii:rebi^; and ^ 

it had broke out before they had an opportunity 
of acquainting the leaders of it with their recon- 
dilation to the court. Edward' fent for Jlichard 
Lord Wells with a folemn promile for his fafety ; 
and directed him to write to his fon, command* 
» ing him to lay down his arms. Not tmfling to 
the fuccefe of this fchcme, he railed an army, 
with which be marched nort;hward, carrying with 
him the Lord Wells. '* 

Before Edward fet out on his march, he paid a piot. 
vifit to George Nevile Archbifhop of York, at his 
houfe of Moor-park, and when wafliing before 
£ipper, he received private notice from John 
RfttcUfi^ one of his attendants, that roo men at 
arms were ready to feize his perfon '*. Alarmed 
at thia notice he went fuddenly out of the houfe, 
teonnted his horfe, and rode off full fpeed to. 
Windfor.'^ 

Not only the Ardibifliop of York, but aHb the Oamiet 
Dukeof Clareneeand the Barlxrf Warwick, were "iWaiu , 
enraged at this abrupt retreat of the King, as in* le^ th^ . 
dicating a rooted diftruft, and refle6ling highly ^orce^ 
upon their honour. They immediately dill 
patched a mefiTenger to Sir Robert Wells, entreat- 
kg him not to lay down his arms, and furomifiDg 

'* Stow, p.4a». Polyd.Vii:ga, p.518, " Fragment, p. 30a* 

' ^^ T14s {terns to have gtyen rife to tliat romantic incredible tale 
irijUad hy almoft all 01^ hiiksrianst—tliat Edward was at this imm 
taken prifoner by Warwick, and fent to his caftle at Middleham in 
Yorkihire, from which he made his ^EcMpe, tfannigk the; teo great 
{■diligence of the Archbifhop of Yoik, his keeper. 

to 
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A4E>« U7«* to joiii htm vidi a powerfhl remforceroent as ibon 
"^^^^^ as poflUde; and in order to perform. that pro- 
tnife, the Duke and Earl fet out for Warwick to 
coUeft their forces. y> 
infunec« Bat all their fchemes were ruined by the rafh^ 
^f- nefi of Sir Robert WeUs. When Edward with 
his army reached Stamford, and found that Sir 
Robert was ftill in arms, and paid no regard to 
the commands of his father, he was fo incetifed, 
that, forgetting his promife, he commanded his 
father the Lord Wells to be beheaded. A bafe 
and barbarous a£fcion ! which rendered the fon (b 
impatient for revenge, that, without waiting for 
Warwick, he gave the King battle, was de- 
feated, taken prifoner, and foon after beheaded 
at Stamford, with Sir Thomas Dimmock, and 
fome other leaders of the infurgents. Hie un- 
happy fufferers acknowledged, in their lad mo^ 
ments, that they had been encouraged to perfift 
in their rebellion by the Duke of Clarence and 
the Earl of Warwick, which gave Edward :foM 
information of their defe€):ion. '• 
Ctafence When the Duke and Earl, who were then at 
^^? Warwick, heard of the defeat of their friends at 
volt. Stamford, they marched with the fmall number 
of troops they had raifed in a few da}'s, into Lan-^ 
oafiiire (^reading as they proceeded the mofl; in« 
flamodatory r^orts againft Edward), in hopes 
that Thomas Lord Stanley, who had married the 
Earl's filter, would join them in their revolt; 
which he refufed to do. They then intended to 

^ CbiaLtOm Ed. IV. apadCartei vol.9, p. 780. 
^ Id. ibid. Gontin. £Bft. CwyL p.555. 

march 
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tsarch into Yorkihire, where they had many A.i>.i47<'« 
friends. Bat tiiey were foon informed, that Ed- '^'^~ ^ 
ward^ with his vidtorious army, was already at 
York, and had publifhed from thenee, March 20., 
a ievere . proclamation againfl the Q^readers of 
falfe reports '^ From the fitme place he pub« 
lilhed, March 24., a long declaration, acquaint* 
inghis fubje^ts with the treafonable defigns of 
which his brother Clarence and the Earl of War- 
wick were accufed ; and that he had fummoned 
them, by a herald, to appear before him, 
March 28., to anfwer to thefe accufations, under 
the pain of being declared traitors. As they did 
not appear, they were accordingly proclaimed 
rebds, at Nottingham, March 31.'' 

Defpairing to raife an army in the north, Cla- cureact 
rence and Warwick retired, or rather fled into the ^J^^ 
weft, in order to make their efcape to the conti- fufedad- 
nent; and Edward purfued them with fo much |^|^^jj^ 
ardour, that he marched from Nottingham to 
Exeter in fifteen days ^'. The fugitives, having 
procured a fufficient number of ihips, embarked, 
about the lame time, at Dartmouth, with their 
families and moft attached friends, dire6Ung their 
courfe towards Calais, of which Warwick war 
governor, and where they intended to take 
fhelter. But they met with an unexpected re« . 
pulfe from Vaucler, to whom Warwick had 
given the government of the place in his abfence. 
That ungrateful adventurer pointed his guniS 

^ Rym.Foe(]. tom.xx. p>6s7* 

^ Qauf. xo Ed. IV. ipud Carte, p. 7)0. , 

^^Rym. F«ed* torn. ii. p. 656. 
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Aj>.i47p. ftgainft his benefa6tor, and would riot fiermit him, 
or any of his company, to land ; not even the 
Duchefs of Clarence, who fell in labour, and 
was delivered of a fon on fliip-board. Vaucler, 
by a confidential meflenger, advifed Warwick to 
retire into France, and wait for better times ; 
afluringhim, that he had refufed him admittance 
^nto Calais, becaufe be could not have afforded 
him protedlion ; but that, when an opportunity 
offered, he would convince him that he had not 
forgotten his favours. Whatever were the real 
intentions of Vaucler, his condu6t was fo agree- 
able to Edward and the Duke of Burgundy, that 
the former gave him the government of Calais,: 
and the latter granted him a peniion of lodq 
qrbwns a-year ; on which he took a folemn oath 
to be faithful to Edward againft all the world. ^ 
Atrh« ^ Warwick, believing, or pretending to believe, 
«!« of Vaucler's profeffions, took his advice ; and having 
ieized a fleet of Flemifti (hips in his paffage, ar-i 
rived, in May, at Honfleur in Normandy. There 
he found the ballard of Bourbon, Admiral of 
France, who received and treated the rlluflrious 
exiles in the mofl polite and friendly manner. 
Having provided the bed accommodations for the 
ladies and their attendants, at Valongis, he con* 
du£):ed the Duke of Clarence, the Earl of' War- 
wick, with Jafper Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, and 
John de Vere, Earl of Oxford (who had alfo 
efcaped from England), to the court of France, 
which was then at Amboife. Lewis XI.^ who had 

** 'Philip de Cominefi rol. x. p. x^8| z89» 

long 
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loQg 4r$a4ed tl^e intimate union of King Edward AJ).z47ow 
witji bis t.wo mod formidable enemies, the Dukes -~^~^^: 
qf Burgundy and Britanny, received them with 
the gre^iteft joy, and immediately entered on 
Inifin^fs. «' ' 

When Warwick firij formed the defign of de- Kan for 
throning Edward, he had no thoughts of reftoring H^^fl. 
Henry, VI., but intended to raife his own fon4n- 
law, the Duke of Clarence, to the throne. Of this 
he was accufed by Edward, in his long declaration 
publiflied at York, March 24. ; and it was generally, 
known apd believed in England®*. But he foon 
found that this was impra6licable, being equally . 
difagreeable to the Yorkifts and Lancaftrians. He 
was now therefoi'e under the neceffity of adopting 
the pla,n proppfed by the King of France, which 
was^jtq reftore King Henry ; in which he was 
certain of the affiftance of all the friends of the 
bpi^^;pf Lancafter, of all the difcontented York- 
ifts, and of the French monarch. To engage him 
nM)re ^leartily in this defign, fo contrary to all his * 
Jformgr principles and paffions, it was propofed, 
that Edward Prince of Wales fliould marry Bis 
younggft daughter, the Lady Annj that he 
fliould. be regent of the kingdom during the 
r§ign qf Henry and the minority of Edward ; 
24^ that if Edward died without iffue, Clarence 
fljould fucceed to the throne. '* 

When all thefe arrangements were fettled. Marriage 
meffengers were fent to condu6t Margaret of Jjf^^^^ 

. Walw. 
•' Contin. Monftrelet, f.34. PWlip de Comines, l.> di.5. p-xyo; 
•' Clauf. 10 Edward FV. apud Carte, toI. %. p. 780. 
^ CoDtm. Mi9ifiretoc# £• a4- ^^^? ^^ Cominefy nA. z. p. X9Z* 
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A.Oa47o. Anjou, Queen of EngUnd, and her fim Edward 
^^^^^ Prince of Wales, from their reiidence itt Lorratn 
(where they had lived feveral years in great ob- 
fcurity), to the court of France. Though no 
two perfoos in the world perhaps ever bated 
each other more heartily than Queen Margaret 
and the Earl of Warwick, yet t^eir ambition^ 
their intereft, and their need of each other^a 
^ftance, engaged them to fupprefs, or at leail to 
eonceal, their hatred on this occafion. Margaret 
..agreed to all the arrangements propofed; the 
marriage of the Prince of Wales and the Lady 
Ann Nevile was celebrated to the apparent fatis* 
faction of all concerned ; an alliance, oflfenfive 
and defenfive, was concluded between King 
Henry and the King of France ; and every thing 
agreed upon was confirmed by the moft fi^leem 
oaths of all parlies.^* 
D^ rf The fatisfk6liori,howe ver, difcovered on this dc- 
ciarence cafion was not fo great as it appeared. .The Duke 
of Clarence was fecretly difcontented j nor watf 
hid Duchefs pleafed with the profpe^t of feeing 
her younger lifter upon a throne, when fee was 
Co remain a fubje6l. Edward found means to in* 
creafe their difcontents, by fending over to them 
a lady, who had formerly belonged to tbeDuchefi,. 
and had been her bofom friend and confident. 
This female politician (whofe name id not pre^ 
ferved in hiftory) pafled through Calais, and had 
the dexterity to deceive Vaucler (the moft art* 
ful man of this age of deceit and artifice)^ by diil 

^ Philip <k Conunes, toLs. p^iyr. 

covering 
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covering "his fecret attachment to Warwick, and AJD.z470b 

concealing the defign of her own journey. She ' '^^"'''^ 

arrived fafe at the court of France, and was 

admitted^ without fufpicion, to the Duke and 

Duchefs of Clarence V to whom ihe reprefented 

fhe foily and danger of their prefent condu6t in 

fuch ftrong colours, that the Duke fent her back 

to his brother, with affurances that he would -em* '^ 

brace the firft opportunity of returning to his 

allegiance."^ 

King Edward, after the flight of Clarence and jEdwani's 
Warwick, difbanded his army, and abandoned ^^curity. 
himfelf to hunting, feafling, and other fenfual in<^ 
dulgences,to which he was much addi6bi^d« The 
Duke of Burgundy, who knew what was tranf- 
a^ing in the court of France, endeavoured to 
roufe him from his feciirity, and gave him fris- 
quent warnings of an approaching florm. !E|ut 
his love of pleafure^ and the ftrong affurances 
given bim by the Archbiflhop of York and the 
Marquis of Montague, the Earl of Warwick's 
brothers, qf their inviolable attachment to him 
agaidS; all the worlds prevented his regarding 
thefe warnings. «<* 

The King of France having furnifhed the Eng- Clarence 
lifk^xiles with fbme ftout fhips, a body of troops, ^^^^ 
and a confideraUe fum of money, they embarked tam tQ 
at Honfleor, and landed at Dartmouth, Septem* ^ngUad. 
ber 13., about five months after their departure 
from the &me place. They hatd kept up a corref- 
p<Hsdence with their friends in England; and £0 



"^ Philip deCQmiAesy Tolz.p^xpj. 


»• Id. ibid. 
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4*D.x4i^ many of thefe joined them foon after their landing, 
^~'^^^^ that they compoied aformidable army, with whick 
they advanced towards the capital, di^erfing a 
manifefto, commanding all the fubjedts who were 
Capable of bearing arms, to join them, in order to 
dethrone the tyrant Edward (as they called him% 
and reftore King Henry to the throne. "' 
^^ Ed, King Edward was in the North, foppreffing 
pijied. ' fome commotions of which we have no diftind 
account, when he received the news of this land* 
ing ; at which he rejoiced, or pretended to re- 
joice ; and fent a mefiage to the Duke of Bui^ 
gundy to guaid the feas, to prevent the Earl of 
Warwick's eicape. But he foon found reafon to 
change his ientiments, or at leaft his language^ 
He appointed his forces to aflemble at Notting* 
ham, and waited in that neighbourhood, expect- 
ing a powerful reinforcement under his friend th^ 
Marquis of Montague, who was then at York. 
But when that nobleman came within ten miles of 
Edward's quarters, at the head of 6000 m^n on 
whom he could depend, he difcovered his dejBgn 
of declaring for King Henry ; and that de%ii 
was fo agreeable to his followers (who had fiuv 
merly been Lancaftrians), that they made th&air 
TfXkg with crying, ^ Long live King Heniy l*^' 
The news of this unexpefted event wene com* 
municated to King Edward by one of hia min* 
ftrels, and confirmed by other mefiengers. Hic^ 
fir& thought was, to draw out hia forces, and 
bravely meet his enemies. But Lord Hafitags^ 
foon convinced him, that he could not depend on 

i5 the 
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die fidelity of his own troops^ and tliat lie had no AJKt47o. 
other part to take but to attempt an efcape to ' 
tine continent. In confequence of this advice, the - 

KiAg, with his brother the Duke of Gloucefter, 
Earl Rivers, and feven. or eight other noblemen, 
and a fmall body of his fnoft faithful followers, 
inftantly mounted, and rode to Bifhop^s-Lynne, 
in Norfolk, embarked on board three (hips they 
found in that port, and put to fea, 06lober 3. 
After a very narrow efcape from a fleet belong- 
ing to the Hanfe towns, then at enmity with 
the Eiiglifli, he landed near Alcmar, in Frieze- 
land, without as much money iii his pocket as 
could pay his pafikge^^ In this manner, a 
mighty King was expelled from his dominions, 
ID a few days, without one ftroke of a fword, or 
one drop of blood ! But this was the age of fud^ 
den, furprifing revolutions. 

Warwick was. on liis way into the north with King 
his army, when he received the agreeable tidings ^^^^ 
o£ King Edward's flight; on which he immedt- * 
atety marched to Londbn, into which he entered 
m triumph', 06fcober 5. Next day he relieved 
Henry fronts his tedious imprifonment in the 
Tower, proclaimed him lawftil King, and con- 
du£ited ham with great pomp throti^gh the ftreet^ 
of London to the Bifliop's palace, where he re- 
fitfod) till the 13th, when he went in fblemu' pro- 
cefllon, with the crown on his head, attended by 
his pa*e!ates, nobles, and^ great men, to St. Pkul% 
to Mtum thanks to God for his refl;oration. ^ 

'^ Cbntinuat* Hift. Croyl. p. 554. Stowy p.4a». Halli f. »o« 
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A.D.1470. Queen Elifabeth, dreading what was to happen, 
^-r^ — ' had retired privatelyfrom theTower, in the night 
Sl^dbfm. of Oaoberi., with the young princeffes, her 
daughtersi and a few faithful friends, and taken 
flielter in the fanftuary at Weflminfter. In this 
melancholy abode ftie was delivered of her eldeft 
fon, the unfortunate Edward V. on November V* 
Efie6b of When the report of this great revolution in 
JoVTnSe England reached the continent, it occafioned the 
continent, greateft joy in the court of France, and no left 
deje6lion in the court of Burgundy. By the 
King's command, folemn proceffions of all the 
clergy and principal laity were made for threcf 
days, in Paris, and. all the great towns of France, 
to thank God and the Virgin Mary for having 
reftored Henry of Lancafter to the throne of 
England. The exiled Queen and her fon the 
Prince of Wales^ who had lived feveral years n^- 
lefted and almoft forgotten, were received into 
Paris with as fplendid and expenfive triumphs 
as it was poffible to exhibit''. On the otiier 
hand Charles Duke of Burgundy, though natu- 
rally bold, was (truck with conftemation, becaufe 
he was already at war with France, and had now 
reafon to apprehend an immediate attack from 
England. To prevent Ihis, if poffible, he fent his 
confidential fervant, Philip de Comines, to Vau- 
clair, governor of Calais, whom he believed to be 
his friend. But when Comines arrived at Calais, 
he found Vauclair and his garriibn wearing the 
enfigns of the Earl of Warwick^ and declaring 
loudly for King Henry, and a war with Bur- 
'<' Stow, p.4a3* '* Coiitii»iat« Moflireletif. 35^ 

gundy. 
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gundy. He found means, however, by the inter- AJD. 1470. 
pofition of the Engli(h merchants of the llaple, ""^"^ ' 
whole chief trade was with the great manufac- 
turing towns in Flanders, to prevent an imme- 
diate rupture **. The Duke of Burgundy was 
alfo much perplexed about the manner in which 
he was to behave to the exiled monarch. To 
abandon him in his diftrefs, he knew would be 
diibonourable ; to affift him openly, would be 
dangerous. He therefore purfued a middle 
courfe, by affifting him in private, and in pub- 
lic reje3;ing all his applications for affiftance. '? 

The Earl of Warwick was now at the head of AJD.i47x- 
i^irs in England, and took the moft likely Heps bySc eS 
to fecure his power. To keep the Duke of Cla- of War- 
xence fteady, he loaded him with favours, giving ^'*^^' 
him a fliare in the regency of the kingdom, ap- 
pointing him lord lieutenant of Ireland, and 
panting him all the eftates of the family of 

York *♦. He took the office of admiral to him- 

* 

felfy and appointed his brother, the Marquis of 
Montague^ warden of the marches^^ In a word, 
he turned all the friends of King Edward out 
of their offiees, and fiUed them with his own 
friends*^. Tq give a legal fan6tion to the 
whole, he fummoned a parliament, which did 
.whatever he was pleafed to didlate. By this 
parliament, all attainders againft King Henry's 
friends were repealed, and they were reftored to 
their dilates and honours; -^ King Edward and 

*' Philip de Cominesy I.3. c. 6« p* so 1—264' 

^ Id. ibid. p. 205. ^ Rym. Feed. tovi. il. p. 693. 

«» Id. ibid. p.66i. 62^^^ ^, Id. ibid, p, ^^Jt-^dj. 
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AD.x47t. all his partizans were attaLnted, and their efti^es 
^'~^~''~^ confifcatedj^^the crown was fettled on Edward 
Prince of' Wales, and his iffue, and failiog them, 
on the Duke of Clarence, and his iflue ^^ But 
^ven the wifeft meafures are not always fucce&ful. 
The Queen Margaret, her fon Edward Prince of 

?etw^ Wales, with the Dukes of Softierfet and Ex€ter, 
the conti- and feveral others who had lived long in exile, 
**®°*- ardently defired to return to England, to refiame 
their former ftations; but were irafortunately de- 
tained on the continent,' during all this winter, 
by contrary windsi and ftorms. ^' 
E4M«ara . The Duke of Burgundy was ftill in terror of 
fiT^H? ^"g cruflied between the two powerful laao- 
narchies of France and England. To prevent 
this, he encouraged King Edward to make an 
attempt for the recovery of hi« crown, and pri- 
vately affifted him with men, money, and fliips**. 
AH things being ready, he embarked, with abont 
riooo men, at the free port of Vere in Zealand ; 
from whence he failed, March 1 1 .,- and landed at 
Ravenfpur on the 14th of the iame month ***. At 
his landing he met with a cold reception, and 
«ven fome oppofition, from the country-people, 
beaded by one Wefterdale, a prieft '°'. To quiet 
their minds, and excite their pity, he |>retended 
that he had relinquifbed all thoughts of claim- 
ing the crown,^ and came only to recover the 
eftaites of his family; To convince them of his 
fineerity in this, he wore an oftrtch feather, 

^ Parliament. Hift. vcd. 2. p. S34* ^ Fabiani an. 1471, 

v) Pkil^ <ie Comiaesy feLu ^.zoo. '** Hoiibgfii. p. 13 27* 

'•* Sto#,pr42i3. 
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the enfign of Prince Edward, in his hat, and AI>.x4Vt. 
commanded his followers to cry, King Henry] ' — "^^^-^^ 
wherever they came* When, he approached 
York, he found the gates ihut againft him, and 
could not obtain admittance till he had taken a 
fblemn oath before the mayor and aldermen^ 
that he did not intend to claim the crown. '''* 

The Earl of Warwick feems to have had pretty Warwick't 
good intelligence of the motions and defigns of ^J^*" 
King Edward when he was in Holland. So early 
as the 2ift of December, A. D. 1470., a com-* 
miffion was given to the Marquis of Montague 
to arm all the men in the five northern counties^ 
to repel an invaiion expected in thofe parts; and 
on the aSth of the fame months a fimilar com- 
miffion was granted for all the reft of the king- 
dom, to the Duke of Clarence, the Earl of War- 
wick, the Earl of Oxford, and Sir John Scroop "^ 
In the month of January this year, the Earl of 
Warwick #as conftituted admiral of England, 
and, with the Duke of Clarence and Ear'l of 
Pembroke, had a commiffion to array the men 
in Wales "*. But we know not diftin6lly what 
progrefs thefe commiffioners had made in the 
execution of their commiffions, when Edward 
actually landed. 

After King Edward had refreflied Kis follower^ Edward 
a few days it York, he marched out, diredting ™^^'' 
his route fouthward. No fituation could appear fumes the 
more dangerous, or even defperate, than that in ^^^^ 
which Edward was at this time. The Marquis ^* 

*** Holinglh. p.xoft. '*' Rym. Feed, tom.lx.6761 677. 

**« U* ibid. p.679» 680. 
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AJD.1471. of Montague was at Pomfret with an army fu- 
^ '^ ' perior to his, and could eafily have flopped his 
progrefs. The Duke of Clarence and the Earl 
of Warwick, each at the head of a powerful 
army, were marching from the fouth to meet 
and oppofe him. But, to the aflonifliment of all 
the world, the Marquis of Montague permitted 
him to pafs without any interruption. The real 
caufe of this myfterious condu6l will never be 
known with certainty ; but, among the various 
conje6lures that have been made concerning it, 
this feems to be the moll probable, — that the 
Duke of Clarence had fent him orders not to fight 
till he had joined him '°K When Edward reached 
Nottingham, the LordStanley, Sir Thomas Parre, 
Sir James Harrington, Sir Thomas Montgomery, 
and feveral other gentlemen, brought him rein- 
forcements "'^. Being no>y at the head of a re- 
fpedlable army, he threw oflFthe maflc ; and, in 
dire6l violation of the folemn oath he had taken 
a few days before at the high altar in the cathe- 
dral of York, he aflumed the name of King. "^ 
Clarence The Earls of Warwick and Oxford having 
"h °h*"' united their forces at Coventry, expe6led every 
King Ed- day to be joined by the Duke of Clarence and 
^rd. his army, which would have enabled them to put 
an eflFe6lual flop to Edward's further progrefs. 
But that prince put them off with promifes and 
excufes. In the mean-time Edward, advancing 
boldly, reached Coventry, March 29., and offered 
the Earls battle ; which they declined '°^. The 

"5 Stow, p, 443. '•* Holingfli. p. 1389. '^^ HaD, f. ^. 

*■ Holingih. p. 1319. 
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Duke of Clarence was now at hand» and was AJDruiu 
vifited by his brother Richard Duke of Glou- ^" '^^ ""' 
cefter, who came to his camp, with a few at- 
tendants, and without any paflport: The two 
brothers flew into each other's embraces ; and, 
after a (hort converfation, Clarence, having pre-, 
pared the chief men of his army before, declared 
for his brother Edward; and the two armies, 
which feemed to be at the point of engaging in 
a bloody battle, united in the mod friendly 
matiner "^ The important fecret, which had 
encouraged Edward to advance in the face of 
fo many dangers, was now difcovered ; and this . 
great revolution, the caufe of one ftill greater 
which foon followed, was owing to th& intrigues 
of an artful woman, of whofe name we are not 
informed. 

Clarence was not aihamed to fend an intima* King £d- 
tion to his father-in-law, of his defe6tion, and ^*^ 
the violation of his moil folemn engagements, 
and to offer his good offices to bring about a peace 
between him and Edwarjl. This offer was re- 
jected with difdain by the enraged Earl, who knew 
that after what had happened, no cordial recon* 
ciliation ever could take place. Edward then 
called a council of war, to deliberate whether he 
ihould attack the Earl of Warwick in his camp, 
or march dire6tly to London. This lail meafure 
was adopted, and carried into execution ; and 
he reached Weftminfter on Monday, April 9* 
Though he found the gates fliut againfl him, he 

"^ Contiimat. Hift. CroyL p.554* H^f f*a6. Stow, p.4S3- 

had 
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AJ).i47r. had a powerful party in the city, with whem he 
■ "'"" correfponded and cooperated ; and they Ibon 
procured his admiffion, without the ufe of force. 
All the fandtuaries in London and Weftminfter 
were crowded with his friends, to the number 
qf loco perfons; among whom were 400 knights 
and gentlemen, who now exerted all their in- 
fluence in his favour. Many rich merchants, to 
whom he owed great fums of money, ardently 
defired his reftoration; and the city-ladies in 
general were his fond admirers^ and warmeft ad- 
vocates. He even found means either to cor- 
rupt or intimidate the Archbifliop of York, 
to whom his brother Warwick had committed 
the care 'of the city, and of King Henry's 
perfon j and, with the confent of that, prelate, 
he was admitted, on Thurfday, April 11.^ by a 
poAem, into the Bifliop's palace, where he 
found his helpleis rival, and immediately fent 
him to the Tower. "° 
ftitde of As foon as Warwick was joined by his brother 
the Marquis of Montague, he fet on his march 
after Edward, in hopes of finding and attacking 
him without the walls of London. But when he 
arrived at St. Alban's, on Friday, April 12., he 
received the difagreeable news, that his enemies 
were in pofleffion of the capital. Deter mmed to 
fight them even there, he advanced to Barnet on 
Saturdays and Edward having marched flrom 
Londoh on the fame day, the two armies en^ 

"* CoBtinuat. Hift. Croyl. p. 554* Stow, p. 423. Holmgfli. 
p.1331. Philip de Gominei, 1.3. c. 7. Ryin.F«d.t6m.£f.p.709. 
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campedfo near each other in the evening, that ASy.ui^* 
neither of them enjoyed much reperfe during the 
tlight. By day-bf eak-on Eafter-Sunday, April 14., 
both armies were drawn out and immediately 
Ttifeed into a6lion with uncommon fury. This 
battle, which both parties believed would be 
decifive, was long, fierce, and bloody, vi6lory 
Teeming fometimes to incline to the one fide and 
fometiroes to the other. At length the Earl of 
Warwick's troops were thrown into diforder, by 
an unhappy rtiiftake, occafioned by a mift, raifed 
• (as it was then believed) by Friar Bungy, a re- 
puted magician. The brave Earl of Oxford, 
whofe device on his foldier*s coats, both before 
and behind, was a ftar with rays, had beat his op- 
ponents off the field, and wa« returning to affifl 
his friends, when his troops were attacked by the 
Earl of Warwick's men, who believed them to 
be a body of the enemy, whofe device was a fun 
with rays. Oxford , afloniflxed at that attack, and 
apprehending that fome fetal treachery (then fo 
common) had taken place, fled, with 800 of his 
followers ; which threw all into confufion. The 
Eari of Warwick, in order to revive the courage 
of his troops nifhed into the thickeft of the ene- 
my, where he fell covered with wounds ; and his 
brother the Marquis of Montague attempting to 
relieve him, (hared the fame fate. Thus perifhed 
Richard N^vile, the (lout Earl of Warwick, com- 
monly called the King-rmker^ and with him pe- 
xiQied the profperity of his family, and the power 
Qf , his party. As footi as his death was known, 
hifi army difperfed, and lefl Edward a complete 

. vifilory. 
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A.D. X47I. viftory "'. The Duke of EMter wis grievoufly 
wounded, and left for dead ^on .the field, bxA 
afterwards taken up, and conveyed fecretly into 
the fanftuary at Weftminfter. The Duke. of 
Somerfet and Earl of Oxford fled into WaleS^ add 
joined the Earl of Pembroke, who was there 
raifing troops. 
TheQueen It will be difficult to find in hiftory fuch a fuc- 
and Prince ^j^q^ of uutoward evcuts as attended the houfe 

land in 

England of Lancafter in this ftruggle to retain the crown 
of England. Queen Margaret and Prince Ed- 
ward,, whofe prefence would have been a great 
encouragement to their partizans, had been de- 
tained all the winter on the continent j and after 
they embarked, March 4., they wpre tofied about 
in the Channel no lefs than three weeks, and did 
' not Itind at Weymouth till the evening of that 
fatal day on which the battle of Barnet had been 
fought"*. The Queen, who knew not what had 
lately happened. in England, imagined 0ie had 
nothing now to do, but to march in triumph to 
the capital, and take pofleifion of her former dig- 
nity. How great was her confl^ernation when ihe 
received the difmal tidings of the defeat at Bar- 
net, the death of Warwick and his brother, the 
captivity of her hufband, and the difperfion of all 
her friends ! On this occafion all her fortitude 
forfook her ; flie funk to the ground, and tinted 
away ; from which ftate fhe was not without great 
difficulty recovered. When fhe revived, yielding 



Contin. Hift. Croyl. p. SSS" Hall, Ed. V. f . »9. 
Holinglh. p.1331. J336. 
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to deQmir, (he fled with her fon to afan£tuary in AD.x47i* 
the abbey of B^aulieu "^ Her firft defign was, ^**"v—^ 
to make her efcape, with her fon and friends, to 
France. But, in a day dr two, feeing herfelf fur- 
rounded by the DukJa of Somerfet, the Earls of 
Oxford and Devonfhire, the Lord Wenlock, the 
Lord John Beaufort, and many knights and gen* 
tlemen, her Ipirits and her hopes revived, and fhe 
confented to ftay and make another attempt ^ but 
pleaded earneftly tocbe altowed to fend away the 
Prince,; to- which they would not agree. The 
Qaeen, the Prince, and Princefs of Wales, with a 
few attendants, were efcorted to Bath, and the 
noblemen and gentlemen feparated to collect 
their forces ; which they did with fo much iuc^ 
ceis, that in shout ten days they brought together 
an army (it k laid) of 40,000 men. With this 
army they propofed to march into Wales, to join 
the Earl of Pembroke, and from thence into > 
Chefliire, toilrengthen it with a body of archers ; 
which would have made it very formidable. "* 

But King Edward was too a3:ive to allow thacn Battle of 
time to execute this plan. Hefet out from Lon« J^*^^" 
don, April 19;, and proceeded weflward by flow ^' 
marches, to give his forces from difierent parts an 
opportunity of joining him by the way. Arriving 
at Tewkfl>ury, May 3., he found the enemy en^ 
camped on the banks of the Severn, near that 
place. Next morning he took a view of the in- 
trenchments they had made about their camp in 
the preceding night, and detegrmined to attack . 



»< Hall, t $Q. "* Holixii^ p. 336. 
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A.D.X47I. tbem immediately^ Thoy fuftained the firft ai^ 
taqfc with great bravery ; but the Dufce of &omex^ 
Ut^ with the front lintt, keying raih}y ventured 
without theintrenchtnents^ wc^ebeaA back witbi 
gceat flaughter \ the enemy entered the camp 
wiili tbem^ and threw all inta coafufioQ*. The 
Earl of Devotnihire, Lord Wenlock^ Lord John 
Beaufort, with a eoofider able numb^ of knighfli 
and efijmires, and about 5000 cominoii; jbldiecs o£ 
liie Qcieen's army, were killed. The Queeit, the 
Prince of Wales, the Duke of Somerfet, Ac 
Lord St John, wi& many knights and gentlemeti^ 
were ts^en prifbners. The Queen^ who baal 
caufedand fiiflbred ib many calamities, wk eoocb- 
nutted to the Tower ;^ where ihe endtff^a \om^ 
and comfortleis asofinement* The Prince of 
Wales, having been brought into: the King's 
prefence, and aflced him witb ai ftem counted 
nance^ how he had dared ti» come into hiftkiiigu 
dcHaia arms, boldly replied^ ^ I came^to reo^vier 
my fadiar^s kingdon^'' Edward waa £» macb 
iirriiated by this reply, that he had t^bafiamfiftto 
fmite the prince eti the face with Us gauntbrt^ 
and hisattenduits iaftaatly dilp^^chedi tiie h^ 
le& vi&im with many wound^. Whether the? 
Bakes oC Clnence and Gbocefteir imbrued tliear 
bands in the blood of this unhapi^ prifice^ m 
fome hiftoriaits affirmy is uncertain ; hut these: 
feems to be^ no doubt, that l£ey were prefent at . 
that honid fbene, and affiarded him^no pcetedtioBL 
Oil Monday,^ May 6^ the Duke of SQmedet», the 
Lord St. John, and fourteen knights and gentle- 
men, were beheadad at Tewkibury ; and many 
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others^ fQanafter» ihared the iSuae fate in othef ad.z^tip 
places."^ ^^ '""^^ 

This was the twelfth battle that had been fought battle of 
in the fatal <^arrel between the houfes of York bu*iy<te." • 
and Lancafter ; and in thefe battles, and on the ^'^"f^* - 
fcaffold, above fixty princes of the royal family, 
above pne half of the nobles and principal gen- 
tlemen, and above one hundred thoufand of the 
common people of England, loft their lives "^ 
The battle of Tewkibury was the moft decifive, 
and (if we except a few fliort commotions) fi^ 
cured the peaceable pofleffion of the crown, 
during the reign of Edward IV. to the houfe of 
York, by the almoft total extin&ioaof the rival 
bouie of Lancaften 

King Edward entered l^ondon in triampJi,* Death of 
May 21., and next morning Henry VI. was found ^^ ^ 
dead in the Tower. The manner of his death 
muft for ever remain a fecret, though it feems to 
hf^ye \fe&k the general opinion at the time, that it 
waci violent* << I think it prudent (wrk;es a con* 
^' temporary hiftorian) to lay nothii^ of tiie 
<^ death of Henry VL May God grant time foB 
*^ fepentanpe to the perfon, whoevei? be was^ whu 
<M^ his iai;rilegious hands on the Lofd^ 
<^ ipoint^d/'^ I*' The hifliorians of the next.agc^ 
w^ were qpt undec the fame reftraint, make nm 
fccuple to iiame the Duke of Gloucefter as the 
v^^QfjiS not the perpetrator, of this a^; ol 
ca?ifilty"'» While his fon, the PriBiJe of Wida% . . 

"> Halli f.3ft. Stow, p.4»4* Holingih. p.13409 IJ42* 

"* Flufipde CoouveBt toI. z. p.s%* i^St 'S6, 

"I GotHmm, IM. Croyl p. jid. "« Stow* p«4a4» Ua0> ^U^ 
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Aj).i47x« lived, the life or death af Henry was of little 
'—^y-'^ confequence, but after the death of that prince 

. the cafe was changed. ^ 

Edward King Edward fpent the fumttier of this year in 

?^*?^j beftowinff rewards and honours on his friends 

his niAiicu ^ 

andpu- and in punilhing his enemies with death, impri- 
niiiies his fonment, or heavy fines ''^. A few of thefe laft 
faved themfelves by flying into foreign countries. 
The Earl of Oxford made his efcape into France. 
The Earl of Pembroke, with his nephew Henry 
Tudor the young Earl of Richmond (the only 
X remaining hope of the houfe'of Lancafter), em- 
barked at Tynby, intending to purfue the fame 
Gourfe ; but were driven, by contrary winds, into 
Britanny, where they were hofpitably enter- 
tained, but at the fame time carefully guarded, by 
Duke Francis II., who was in alliance with King 
Edward againft their common enemy the King 
of France ^^. Edward, having created his in- 
fant fon of the fame name Prince of Wales, fum- 
moned a great council of prelates, peers, and a 
few knights, who met at Weftminfter, July 3., 
and took a folemn oath to maintain the fucceffion 
of the young Prince to the crown of England.. 
Richard Duke of Gloucefter was the fecond tem- 
poral peer who took this oath '*^ To gain the 
affefitions of the clergy, he pardonecl feveral 
biihopB who had been engaged againft him in the 
late conteft '"• To give a legal fanStion to the 
whole, he fummoned a parliament, which met 
October 6., and attainted the perfons, and confif- 

'*» Stow, p.4a4« '"^ Hdl, f.33. Stow, p.4»5« Holingfli. 

p. 1345* "' Rym* Fad. torn. ji. p. 7x4. '" Id. ibid. p. 715. 
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cated ibe.t&kti^ty of as mMy (^ his^ eiremtea S».AJXu7^i, 
bepleafcd.''^ — ^~^ 

The laft memorable and vei*y a^live year was AD^x^^a. 
fuccaeded by a calm of feveral years* <i"ration,^jj*^^ ' 
which happily afford few materials for that part a calm, 
of hiftory wi)ich is the fubje6t of this cbstpter.^ 
This calm was hardly difturbed by a, feeble at*. 
tetupt of the Earl of Oxford. That unfortunate 
noblemaa having returned into England with a* 
few followers, furprifed St. Michael's-Mount in 
Cornwall^ and defended it for fome time with 
great bravery; but was obliged to capitularte^ 
February 15., and was imprifoned in the caftle 
• of Hammes, n^ar Calais, wliere he remained no 
lefs than twelve years. His great eftate was 
confifqated ; and his countefs, (ifter to the late 
Earl of Warwick, reduced to the. neceflity of 
earning a fcanty fubfift^nce by her needle "*. 
Though Edward had granted a full pardon to 
George Nevile, Archbifhop of York, he now 
commanded him to be apprehended, accufed 
him of having, correfponded with the Earl of 
Oxford^ fent him prifoner to the caftle of Guines, 
and feized all his effefils and revenues. '** : 

Though Edward enjoyed great prolperity at Edwartfi 
this tia>e, it was not unmixed with fome difquietSi difquiiui ^ 
A violent animofity took place between his two 
brothers, the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, 
which gave him much uneafinefs. Gloucefterprq-' 
pofed to marry the Lady Ann Nevile, relidt of the 
late Prince of Wales, and one of the coheir^ fles 

'« Continuat. Hift. Croyl. p.557. 
' '•• Stow, p.'4i6- Hall, £. 35. . *** H* iW^. 

. VOL. IX. a of 



Digiti'zed by 



Google 



zt^ atsroET OF vsptATs. Book v: 

AJXx4n« <if the immenfe eft4tM of the late Earl of Wsr^ 
j^f wick. Clarence, who had married h«r elder 
^n > V^! f ; After, determined^ if poffiUe, to prevent that 
siiarriage, in order to retain the whole fuccefflon. 
With this view he fecreted the lady To carefully, 
that for feveral months Ihe could not be found. 
At length, however, ffie was difcovered in Lon- 
don, in the drefs of a cook-maid, and placed ii» 
the fan^luary of St- Martin's^ . The two Duke9 
pleaded their own caufe before the King in coun* 
eil with much warmth and acrimony; and it wa» 
not without great difficulty that a feeming recon- 
ciliation was brought about, by allotting certain 
eftates to Gloucefter on his marriage with the 
Lady Ann, and allowing Clarence to retain the 
greateit part of the difputed fucceffion '**. Ed- 
ward's mind was aUb haunted with continual 
fears of the Earl of Richmond, on whom he 
knew all the fecret friends of the houfe of Lan- 
eaftef had fixed their eyes ; and be made the moft 
tempting offers to the Duke of Britanny to pre- 
vail upoil him to deliver that helplefs viftim into 
his hands. But thefe offers were all rejected.**' 
AJD.X491* Edward, in this interval of tranquillity, em- 
Tmtieif ployed himfelf fa fecuring allies and amaiEng 
**• treafures. He fettled all his difputes with the 

Harife towns, which were then very powerful — 
confirmed thelongtruce with Scotland— renewed 
his alliances with the Kings of Portugal and Den- 
*mark — and entered into flridler conne^ons 
with the Dukes of Burgundy and Britanny"*. 

"5 Continuat. Hift. Croyt. p. 556. *^.Stow, p.^^fi. JJiU, f. 35. 
"• Rynu Feed. tom.xx. p, 738 — 7^1. 
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From his parliament, in both thefe years, he ob- iUQa47^ 
tained very large fupplies ; and got ftill greater ^'"'^-■"^^ 
fums of money in another way, which is thus 
defcribed by a contemporary hiftorian : " A new 
** method of raifing money was introduced at 
^* this time, called a benevolence or Jree gifi^ 
" by which every one gave the King what be 
•* {leafed, or, to fpeak more properly, what he 
** did not pleafe. By this means greater fums of 
" money were colle6led than had ever been feen 
" before, or will ever be feen hereafter **«.** 
This monk did not poflTefs the gift of prophecy. 

Internal peace had not long been reftored in A.D.1474. 
England, when the people began to caft their E<J^»d 
eyes toward th« continent, and to think of re- f^^'c^x- 
covering the loffes, and wiping off the difgraces pe<Ktioiiin. 
they "had there fuftained in the preceding reign. ^ '*°^** 
Edward hated Lewis XI., for the affiftance he 
had already given, and feared him for that he^ 
might ftill give, to the houfe of Lancafter ; and 
knowing the animofity of his fubjedls agistinft the 
French, he refolved upon an expedition into 
JPrance. The occafion was moft inviting, and 
feemed to promife certain fuccefs. The two 
poweiftil Dukes of Burgundy and Britanny were 
open enemies to Lewis ; the Conftable of France, 
and feveral of the greateft lords of that king- 
dom, w^re fecretly difaffedled ; and all thefe 
earneilly folicited Edward la come over with an 
army, and promifed hini their afSilance. He 
fpent this year, and the beffinning of the next, 

*^ Buliunent. Hjft. rol. a. p. 340^343* Continuat Hift. Croyl. 
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iLiXz4^74. in making preparations for that expedition, 
^- ~' . -^ He negotiated treaties with the Emperor, and 
Ferdinand King of Sicfly, to procure the affift- 
ance of thefe princes againft France — prolonged 
the truce with Scotland to A. D. 15 15. -—con- 
cluded a marriage between the Prince of Scot- 
land, and his then youngeft daughter thePrincefs 
Cecilia — fettled, by five different treaties with 
the Duke of Burgundy, all particulars reipedl- 
ing the copqueft and partition of France — and 
provided troops, arms, ammunition, (hips, and 
every thing neceffary. '^ 
AJ>,;r4y5. At length, his preparations being completed, 
Bdwjjrd Edward embarked at Sandwich, about the end of 
thccTOwn J""^ ^^ beginning of Jul}'^, and foon after landed 
of France, at Calais, attended by one of the fineft armies- 
that had ever paffed from Britain to the conti- 
nent. He immediately difpatched a herald, to . 
defy the King of France, and demand the fur- 
render, of his crown and kingdom. That prince 
was now in the mofl imminent danger; from 
which nothing could have delivered him but the 
infatuation of his enemies, and his own admir- 
able policy. Inftead of returning an irritating 
anfwer to the proud defianqe he had received, 
be took the herald into his clofet, and, in a fa- 
miliar converfatipn, told him, that he had the 
higheil refpeft for the King of England, who, 
he knew, had been induced to undertake that 
expedition by the Duke of Burgundy and the 
Cqnftable of France, who would certainly aban- 
don him as foon as their own purpofes were 

*^ Rym. F«d. tomii. p.804— ^43. 
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arifwered* He gave him*, with his own* hatidi 300 AJ>.i47i* 
crowns, and promifed him 1000 more, if he con- "^'"^'^ 
tributed to bring about a peace. The herald . 
(who was B native of Normandy), gained by the 
condeicenSon and liberality of fo great a king, 
promifed to promote his views to the utmoft of' 
his power ; and advifed him to acWrefs all hi» 
meffages on the fubjeS; of peace to the Lords 
Howard and Stanley, who had great inflyence 
with Edward, and were not fond of the prefent 
expedition. The King then committed th<J 
herald to the care of Philip de Comines, with' a 
charge to fend him away as foon and as well 
plea&d as poflible. *^' 

When Edward landed at Calais, he expe6led Edward 
to be joined by the Dake of Burgundy at the ^^^.V, 
head of a powerful anny. But that impetuous, . 
imprudent prince had almoft ruined his army, by 
an unfuccefiful expedition into Germany, and 
came to the Englifh camp, attended only by a 
flender retinue. > To pacify Edward, who was 
greatly chagrined at this difappointment, he af- 
iiired him that the Earl of St. Pol, Conftable of 
France, would furrender to him the ftrong town 
of St Quintin. But when the Englifh army ap- 
proached that place, the Conftable (who had 
]^nt his whole life in deceiving all the world, 
friends as well as enemies,) fired upon them from 
the ramparts, and kiUed a confiderable number 
of them by a fally. The Duke of Burgundy, 
who was ftill in the Engliih army, being neither 
able to account for this conduft of the Con- 

'^* Fbdip de Comtnt^ 1.4* ch. 5. 
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A.D.X475- ftable, nor to bear the bitter reproaches of tbe 
'^^^^"~' King of England, departed abruptly, and left 
that prince in a violent rage againft his allies, 
and almoil fick of his expedition. '^^ 
Thicewith Edward was in this temper of mind when his 
France, herald returned, with the report of the pacific 
difpofitions of the King of France* This report 
was very agreeable to many of the Englifli no- 
bility, and not difpleafing to the King ; and the 
• artful liewis' eitaployed feveral methods to in- 
creafe their defire of peace, and their diflati& 
faction with their allies '''. In a word, Edward 
held a council in his camp, near Peronne, Au- 
gufl 13., in which it was refolved to negotiate a 
truce with the French King, for thefe three riea- 
fons : " — the poverty of the army — the near 
" approach of winter— and the fmall affiftance 
*« of his allies ;" and a commiffion was given to 
the Lord Howard, with three others, to manage 
that negotiation '^♦. Thefe plenipotentiaries met 
with no difficulties ; and a truce for feven years 
was concluded in the Englifli camp near Amiens, 
Auguft 29., oh their own terms ; which were 
thefe — that the King of France Ihall pay to the 
King of England 75,000 crowns within fifteen 
days - — that he (hall pay him alfo 4;o,ooo crowns 
a-year in London, during their joint lives^— that 
the Dauphin of France (hall marry the Princefi 
Elifabeth of England —and that Edward fliall 
return with his whole army into his own country, 
as foon as he bath received the 75,000 crowns. 

«' pnKp de Cominct, L4. ch. 6. "» See Vilhr, tmiv x8. 

P.Z55. PhilipdeComioei,L4«ch.7. '^^Rym* Feed, ton* zs.p.Z4* 
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In this truce, a]l the alUes of both kings who AJ>.m9s^ 
chofe to accede to it were comprehended *"• ^" "' '"^ 
Lewis at the fame time agreed to pay to Edward 
50,000 crowns, as the ranfom of Margaret of 
Ai\jou, Queen-dowager of England ; in oonfe* 
quence of which, that unhappy pdncefs was ft$ 
at liberty, and returned to her family and native 
country.*^* 

Every thing being thus amicably adjufted bef intmicW 
tween the two Kings, they had a perfonal iirter* *|^^*^ 
«dew on the bridge over the Somme, at Pequini» 
Auguft 29. At this interview, both £dward and 
Lewis fwore to the obfervation of the treaties, 
with each one Jiand on the goipels, and the 
other on a piece of the true croft; after whicb 
they converied tog^liier for fome time i|i the 
nioft friendly and familiar manner. '^^ 

Lewis XL, in the courfe of tbefe n^otiation^, Lewis co«i 
not only corrupted the Englifh plenipotentiaries, ^^^ 
but all the other Engliifa mtniftera, by his carefles^ 
bribes, and penilons. N>or was there fo much as 
one amongA them who had the fpirit or virtue to 
reject his offers. Befides what he gave them in 
mcmey, plate, and other prefents, the penfions he 
fettled upon them amounted to 16,000 crowns 
A-year'^. To keep the Englifh army in good 
humour, he fent them a pefent of 300 cart-loads 
of wine, and entertained all the Engllfli who 
w^ed Amiens, where he refided, in the moft 
ho^^flsble manner. '^ 

'^' Rym. Feed* torn. za. p«i5-—az. '^^ Id. ibid. 

'^ Philip, de CemiMs, 1.4* ch.xo. '^ Id* ibid. Pf4l;. 

»* Hibid. p«289. ^ ' 
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AJ). i47i* But though Lewis did every thing in his pow^r 
^^d^^ to pleafe the Englifh while. they remained in 
returns to France, there was nothing he fo ardently deiired 
England. ^^ ^^^^^ departure. To forward this, he inftantly 
paid the money ftipulated by the treaty; and Ed- 
ward having received it, embarked with hisarmy at 
Calais, and arrived in ^England September 28. '.^ 
Thus ended an expedition, which had been the 
refult of many negotiations, of long, expenfive 
^ » preparations^ and threatened Lewis XI. with the 
lois of his crown and difmemberment of his 
kingdom, without having made, or fo much as 
attempted to make, the fmallefl conqueft. In 
this manner, Lewis, by his cool and prudent eon- 
du6l;, with his perfedl knowledge of the paffions 
and foibles of his antagonifls, diflblved one of 
the m^ formidable confederacies that was ever 
formed againfl France, without ihedding one 
drop of blood ; and at the lame time gained fo 
great an influence in the councils of his enemies, 
that they were never able to give him the leaft 
difturbance. While he was, by a long train of 
curious contrivances,, conducting the feveral 
members of this confederacy to the point tO' 
to which he wiflied to bring them,* he made them 
the fubjeCts of his ridicule among his confidents; 
but carefully abftained from fuch difcourfe in 
mixed company, i** 
The Eng. Though King Edward, who was now become 
^^<to- exceffively fond of pleafure, eafe, and money, 
and was proud of the match he had made for his 

"^ StoWi p; 42S« • '^ CoiQme$|tom.T. i>.^3. 
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ddeft.da^^ter, and bis mmifters, who had been jljo.^j^ 
bribed and penfioned by the King of France, ^ ""^^"" ^ 
^ere plea&d with the conclufion of this expedi- 
tion; the people of England in general, and 
many martial adventurers in particular, were dif- 
contented. But their murmurs were not muqh 
regarded. '** . 

Edward, after his return from France, indulged AJ),i476. 
his paffions, 9Xkd fpent much of his time in feaft- ^^^|^" 
ing, gallantry, and the faftiionable amufements of ^^^ 
the times. His avarice, which daily increafed, 
prompted him to employ a great variety, of me- 
thods, fome of them very oppreifive, and others of 
them very unfuitable to the dignity of his flation, 
to filHiis coffers'^^ But though he plundered his 
fubjefl:fi hirafelf with very little ceremony, he was 
remarkably fevere in puniihing private plundererp 
and robbers, who were very numerous after th^ 
army was diibanded '^. To keep Edward in thi$ 
lin^ of life, and prevent his interfering in the 
afigurs of the continent, the King of France wa? 
p^nftual in the piiyment of the 50,000 crowns 
a^year ftipulated by the late treaty, and jio lefs 
pun£ttiJEil in the payment of their penfions to 
^3yard*s minifters. '^* 

Though Edward was fo much devoted to his Edwarf 
jfl^ures, he was not perfe6lly eaiy in his mind, attemptf t^- 
HeaaryEarl of Richmond was ftill aUve, and out of ^fi^^f ?^ 
hk reach, and might one day dilpute the throne Richmond 
with him w his pofterity. He refolved therefore J^^ 
$0 make an attempt to get him icito his handf. 

. *♦' Condnuat^Hift. Croyl. p.559. '♦^W-ibid. 

***Id.ibid.' ^^* Rym. Feed. torn. i». p. 30. 4if 
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AnsAfS. With this i^ew he fent an embafly to die Duke of 
^ "^ ^ Britanny^ to renew the treaty of dliance, and to 
prevail upon that prince to give up the Earl of 
Richmond, and his uncle the Earl of Pembroke. 
The ambafiadoFB, it is faid, were furnilhed with a 
large fum of money, and inftrufted to affure the 
Duke, that Edward intended to marry the Earl of 
Richmond to one of hisown daughters,and there- 
by to put an end to the fatal quarrel between the 
houfes of York and Lancafter. The treaties of al- 
liance were renewed, and the Duke was at length 
prevailed upon to deliver the two Earls to the 
ambafladors, to be condufited into England. But 
before they embarked at St. Maloes, the Dnke, 
beginning to doubt the fincerity of Edward's pro- 
mifes, fent his favourite, Peter Landois, who re- 
covered the two Eaiis out of the hands of the 
atkibafladors, and placed them in a ian^uary. 
But, to give the King of England all poffible &- 
ti8fa3;i(»i, the Duke engaged to guard the two 
Saris with fo much care, that they fhould never 
give him any trouble *^. What Edward's real in- 
tentions were cannot be certainly known ; though 
all our hiftorians, jRiithout hefitation^ pronounce 
them to have been of the moft criminal and &o* 
guinary nature. 
AJ).t477^ The Duke of Burgundy, and ftcEarl of St. Pel, 
'^••^^ Conftable of France, Edward's two principal al- 
lies in the late confederacy againft Lewis, did not 
long (tirvive t&e diflblutiofli of that confederacy. 
The Conftable paid the forfeit of all liis dai^ in* 

^ ^pa» FjQpd. torn. it* p«3lf« Bail, f. 48, 49* HoIUnfli. p. XM9* 
StoVip*4»9* 
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trigu6s, by being beheaded at Paris, 19th Decern- AH.ujj. 
ber, A. D. 1475. ; and the Duke of Burgundy, ^--'^<~^. 
after lofing two battles againft the Swifs, loft his 
life in a third againft the Duke of Lon^ihe, 
5th January A.D. 1477. **' This brave, butra(h 
imprudent prince, left his only daughter, Maria 
of Burgundy, heirefi of his dominions and of 
jbis misfortunes, which were both very great. 

Edward ftill continued to be exceedingly fuf- Execa- 
picious, and puniftied the flighteft appearances *"^* 
bf di(kffe£Hon to his perfon and government with 
great feverity. Two gentlemen, Thomas Bur* 
det, erf Arrow in Warwickfliire, and John Stacy, a 
learned clergyman, fell viftims to this cruel fuf# 
picious ipirit. In the courfe of this year, the 
former of thefe was tried, condemned, and exe* 
cuted as a traitor, for an angry expreffion, whicll 
at prefent would be a fubje6t of laughter, rather 
than of pimifltment ; the latter was tried and 
put to death for the imaginary crime of necro* 
xnancy. '♦• 

But this fpirit foon produced a more tragical camnce 
fcene, and hurried on King Edward to an unna* ^^ 
tural 2L€t of cruelty, which in the end proved fatal 
to his own family. No cordial friend<hip had ever 
lubfifted between the Duke of Clarence and the 
Queen^s relations, who, by their influence with 
the King, produced a coolne& between kim and 
Cbrence, which gradually increafed into a moft 
iMcorous animoflty, by unfriendly offices on the 
0De fide, and too ftrong expreffions of relbnt- 



*47 Commesy 1.4. c. 12. Us* c. z. 4. 8. 
*^ StoWf p.430« Hft. Croyl. p. 561. 
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AJ>.)t4f ^ ment on the other. The Duke had become a 
widower, by the death of his Ducheis Ifabella^ 
23d December A.D. 1476. ; and Charles Duke 
of Burgundy being killed in left than a fortnight 
after, his only daughter became the greateft 
heireft in the world. Clarence, who wanted not 
ambition, naturally turned his eyes towards this 
rich fuccelfion, and applied to his filler Margaret^ 
Duchefs-dowager of Burgundy, to promote his 
views. That princefs, who loved him better 
than any of her other two brothers, warmly 
elpoufed his caufe, and every thing wore a pro- 
mifing afpe£t. But Edward, who ought to have 
promoted this fcheme with all his power, from 
policy as well as from natural affe6lion to his bro- 
ther, oppofed it, and caufed his Queen's brother^ 
Anthony Widville, Earl Rivers, to bepropofed 
as a proper hufband to the young heirefs ; wha 
Was rejefifced with difdain. This cruel injury funk 
deep into the heart of Clarence, who feldom af- 
terwards appeared at court, or in council ; and 
when he did JEippear, was fiillen, filent, and 
vifibly difcontented. The execution of Burdet 
and Stacy, who were his friends, and owed their 
death to their attachment to him, overcame his 
patience, and threw him oiFhis guard. He went: 
the day after to the council-chamber at Weft- 
xninfter, attended by W. Goddard, a celebrated 
divine, who had affifted the fufferers in their la(t 
moments, and gave in copies of the private and 
public declarations they had made of their inno» 
cence, and then withdrew. '^ 

•« Hift CroyL ^.$6%. 

Edward, 
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Edward* ^nbo wanted obly a bmdle to wreak AiioAi*^ 
his vengeance on his unhappy brother, greedily ^lariice^ 
laid bold on this, called a council of peers and condemn- 
prelates, to which he invited £he mayor, and ^***<* 
aldermen of London, and, before them, loaded 
Clarence with many accufations, magnifying 
every indifcretion into a crime, and repre&nting 
bis laft action as no lefs than high tre^on. The 
Duke with the confent of the council, was com- 
mitted to the Tower, and, on .lanuary i6., was 
tried for treafon by his peers in parliament. The 
accufations brought againft him were either 
grofsly abfurd or very trifling '^^ The heavieft 
articles were, — That he had caufed his fervanta 
to report that the King was a.necromancer,— -and 
that Burdet was unjuftly executed. This trial 
was managed in a very uncommon and indecent 
manner. The King was the only pleader againfl 
the prifoner j and the Duke was the only perfon 
who dared to anfwer fuch a pleader. The wit- 
nefles too (as we are told by a contemporary hif-» 
torian, who was probably prefent,) appeared more 
like profecutors than witneffes '^\ Clarence was 
condemned, and a fentence of death pronounced 
upon him, by Henry Duke of Buckingham, who 
was high Reward on that occafion. That one of 
the houfes of parliament might have no caufe to 
reproach theotberwithall the guilt, or to claim 
all the honour of this tranfafilion, the commons 
were prevailed upon to appear at the bar of the 
houfe of peers, fome time after, and demanded 
th6 execution of this fentence. It was accord- 

'•^ See Stow, ?.43Xi 43»* '** Contiauat* Hift. Croyi. p. 5^». 

ingly 
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■^"^■^ but by whom, or in what manner, the contiem- 
porary hiftorian who gives the fulled account of 
this matter doth not fay, a6d probably did not 
know'^\ Fabian^ who was then a young roan» 
tells us, *< he was drowned in a barrel of m$l^ 
« vefeya."'" 

idwird'i Several of Clarence's eftates were granted by 
condua. Edward to the Queen's brother, Anthony Earl 
Rivers, on this hypocritical pretence, that as he 
had done the Earl great injuries, it would be an 
advantage to his foul after death, that the Earl 
got his eftates '^^ The King became more and 
more luxurious and expenfive, and at the fame 
. time more oppreffive and rapacious'^'. De- 
Kghted with the regular payment of the 50,000 
crowns a-year by the King of France, which en« 
abled him to purfue his pleafures ; flattered *with 
the profpe£fc of a marriage between the Dauphin 
and his eldeil daughter ; and influenced by the 
advice of his penfioned minifters ; he permitted 
Lewis to attempt the ruin of tbe houfe of Bur- 
gundy without interruption* 
A.D.Z479. Though England enjoyed peace at this time^ 
P^ftfleace. the people were far from being happy. A de- 
ftrud;ive peflilence raged at London and in other 
places during the greateft part of this year'^V 
Edward, funk in Hoth and luxury, permitted him^ 
felf to be amufed with treaties and promifesby 
the artful perfidious Lewis, which that prince in- 

. "' Contimiat. Hift. CroyL p*56a. *'' Fahtan. «n. 1478. 

"♦ Rym. Feed. torn. 1%, p. 95. . "' JEJift. CroyK j^. sA^ 

**• ttowf p.43X« 

tended 
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teamed titber to kefp or violate aa he foMulooft* ASLuif^ 
venient. It is a fiifficieot proof of this, tibaft "^ ' -^ 
though be now agreed by a very folemn treaty, 
that he and his heirs (hould pay 50^000 crowns a^ 
year to iEdward during his life, and to his heirs for 
JOG years after his death, he withdrew that pay^ 
ment as fooa as he could do it with Mety. '*' 

It was one of the peculiarities in the cbarsufter aj).i4So. 
of Edward IV. that he ei^pged in treaties far the Breach be. 
marriages of all his children almoft as foon » they ^",^' 
werebom. But of allthefe tnarriages he hadnone the King 
fo much at heart as that of his eldeft daughter, '^^'^^^ 
Elinbeth, with the Dauphin, which had been 
agreed upon in the treaty of Amiens, A*D« 
1475. '^* By one of the articles of that treaty, 
Lewis engaged to condudl; the young princds 
into France, at his own expence, and to put her 
in pofleffion of 6c,ooo livres a^year.; but as he 
never intended the marriage ihouid take effeft , hd 
was in no haile to perform this article. Edward 
at length became impatient and fiifpicious, and 
fent the Lord Howard, in May this year^to the 
court of France to demand the immediate execu* 
tion of the above article. But Lewis b^ng no 
longer under a neceffity o£ diflembling, refu&d 
to comply with that demand, and threateneltb 
withdraw the payment of the 50,000 crowns 
a-year (lipulated l^ the fame treaty. 

Edward nowbegan to op^ihiseyes, and toper- AOunce 
ceive that he had been deluded by the deceitfql "^^^^ ] 
Lewis. Enraged at this, he renewed with Mary '*"^' 

«^7 Rjnn. F4Jed. tom.ia. p.xo4» *'* Id. ibid. p. 19. 

DuchelBi 
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AJ>^i4t<^ DaohdSt of Burgundy, and ber huflbftnd Maximi^r 
^ '-''^ liaa Duke of Auftri^t (to whom Ihe had been mar- 
ried, A.D. i477.)9 the alliance which had been 
made between him and the late Duke Charles ; 
and engaged to fend them an aid of 6000 archers^ 
if Le?ns did not agree to a truce or peace, under 
his mediation*. Maximilian and Mary, on their 
part, agreed to pay him the 50,000 ^crowns . 
a-year which had formi^ly been paid by France, 
if he engaged in a war with that crown on their 
i^ccount '^\ Following the bent of his genius,.h6 
at the fame time contra6ted a marriage between 
his daughter Ann, a child about four y^ars of 
age, and Philip, fon of Maximilian and Mary, an 
infant in his cradle ; which, like eSL his otiner 
contrafts of that kind, came to nothing. ^ 
Brmeh . When Edward meditated a war againft France, 
i"^^^' he refolved.to prevent all interruption from. Scot* 
land, by affifting the difcontented noUes of that 
kingdom, and embroiling it in a civil war. With 
this view,he a]^ointed his brother, Richard Duke 
of Gloucefter, his lieutenant, and ient orders t(r 
the lords, knights, and gentlemen of the north- 
em counties, to array all the men who were fit for 
war in tbofe counties '^\ Nothing, liowever, 
happened this year, but a &w mutual incurfions 
of little confbquence, and an unfucceisful afei> 
tempt on the. town of Berwick. 
^.1481. King Edward made great preparations, in the 
si^SjSl" fP""g ^f ^^^^5 y^^^9 for invading Scotland, both by 

*'' Rym. Fed. tom.ia. p.raj— za8« 

'^ Id. ibid, p. w8-ri3^. »•' Id, ibid. p. IJ5— W9* 

fea 
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fea and land ***. King James was no lefs a6tive A.ty.utx. 
in preparing for a war with England, in which he "^"^"^ ' 
was heartily fupported by his fubjefts, who feem 
to have been much exaljperated againft the En- 
glifhy and particularly againft the King. This 
appears from the a6ts of a parliament held at 
Edinburgh, in April, in which the moft vigorous 
meafures were adopted for refitting the riefiar 
(robber) Edward, as he is conftantly called in 
thefe a6ls '^\ In confequence of this fpirit, the 
people crowded from all parts to the royal ftand-^ 
ard ; and an army of 40,000 men (it is faid) af- 
fembled at Edinburgh, in Auguft, and from 
thence marched tov/ards England '®^ Edward 
was fo much alarmed at the approach of this 
formidable army, that he refolved to ftand on the 
defetffive ; and that all men might be at leifure 
to take arms, he commanded all the courts to 
be fhut, and put a ftop to all proceedings at 
law till Michaelmas '*^ But after all thefe pre- * 
parations on both fides, no action of great im- 
portance happened in the courfe of this year. 

Alexander Duke of Albany, brother to the AD. 148a. 
King of Scotland, having efcaped out of the cat P««ce with 
tie of Edinburgh, in which he had been impri- 
Ibned, was at this time in the court of England, 
and concluded a treaty of alliance with Edward, 
June I o. In this treaty Alexander called him- 
felf king of Scots, engaged to do homage to Ed- 
ward for his crown, and to deliver the town and 

»*' Rym. Feed. torn. i», p. 13^ '*' Black A6b, foL 6s, 6^ 

■^ Pitfcollus Hiftoiy of Scotlandf edit. tj%Z> p* 77- 
'"^ Rym. Feed, tonuia* p. 141. 

Vol. IX. B caain 
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AJ}.i4t%. caftle of Berwick to England ; and Edward en-« 
gaged to affiil'him with an army to obtain the 
crown '*^ In confequence of this treaty, the 
Dukes of Albany and Gloucefter entered Scotland 
with a gallant army, of 25,000 men, took the 
town, but not the caftle, of Berwick, and then 
marched to Edinburgh, into which they were 
received without any oppofition *'''. Scotland 
was at thisf time in a moft diftra6ted ftate. The 
King at variance with his chief nobility, was im- 
prifoned, or had fhut himfelf up in the caftle of 
Edinburgh, and all government was almoft dif^ 
folved. In this extremity, a number of the nobi- 
lity met at Haddington, and fent propoials for a 
peace to the two dukes at Edinburgh y and^ after 
a fliprt negotiation, a peace was concluded, Au- 
guft 2. '" Two daysafler, the provoft and com- 
munity of Edinbur^ granted a bond to repay all 
that part of the marriage-portion of the Princefs 
Cecilia, contrasted to the Prince of Scotland, 
.which had been paid, provided the King of Eng- 
land declared that it was his pleafure the contract 
ihould be diffolved '*^ Peace being thus con- 
cluded, the Duke of Gloucefter, who feems to 
liave a£ted with great moderation, returned with 
his army into England, and took the caftle of 
^Berwick in his way. This expedition coft Ed- 
:ward «f 100,000., a great fum in thofe times ; but 
the nation was fo well pleafed with the recovery 
of Berwick, that the next parliament thanked the 
Duke of Gloucefter for his good condu£b and 

**• Rym. Feed. torn, i a. p. 15 6. ■•» jffift. CroyL p. jla. 

**• Rym. Fad. tomxa. p. 161. •*» Id. Ibid. 

confirmed 
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confirmed feveral valuable grants that had been AJD.148Z. 
made to him by the King, his brother. ^^ ^-s—^^-^^J 

Edward, being at lad convinced of the perfidy AJX1483. 
of the King of France, by receiving the news that E^wtrd^ 
the Dauphin, who had been contracted to his IV. 
daughter Elifabeth, A.D. 1477., was a6lually be- 
trothed to Margaret, the infant daughter of 
Maximilian Duke of Burgundy, at Paris, 4th Ja- 
nuary this year, that the contra6l was confirmed 
by the parliament at Paris, and celebrated with 
great rejoicings in that city, was enraged be- 
yond meafure, and breathed nothing but re- 
venge'^'. To execute this revenge, he prepared 
with great ardour for an expedition into France ; 
and to prevent ihterruption from Scotland, he 
concluded a new treaty of alliance with the 
Duke of Albany, who had again revolted'^*. 
But an enemy agalnft whom there is no defence 
foon put a period to all his proje6ls. He died at 
Weftminfter, April 9., in the 4ifl; year of his 
age, and the 23d of his reign ; but of what 
difeafe is not certainly known ^^K A contem- 
porary writer fays, that he was not affe6led with 
any particular difeafe, and feems to afcribe his 
unexpe^d death to the anguiih of his mind, 
and the bad habit of his body, brought on by 
his exceifes. ''* 

Edward bad by his queen three fons and feven Hitiflue. 
daughters^ of whom one fon and two daughters 

"• Hift/Cipyl. p. 563. 

^^' Monftrelet} torn. 4. f. 71. Philip de Comines, 1.6. c. 9. 
'" ,Rym. Foed. torn, i a. p. 1 73. 
*'' H^Croyl. p 564. Stow, p.433' 
. ^Mfift.Croyl.p^563>5^4. 

R 2 . died 
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AD. 14^3. died before him; and two fons and five daugh- 
^'"^" ^ tcrsfurvived him, viz. £dward» his elded fon and 
fucceflor, born in the fan^uary at Weilminfter, 
November 4« A. D. 1470.;— Richard Duke of 
York; — Elifabeth, who was contracted to the 
Dauphin, and afterwards married to Henry YIL; 
— Cecilia, contracted to James Prince of Scot- 
land, and married to John Vifcount Wells ; — 
Anne, contracted to t'hilip of Burgundy, and 
inarried to Thomas Howard Duke of Norfolk; 
•—Bridget, who became a nun at Dertford; 
-^and Catharine, contrad;ed to the Infante of 
Spain, and married to William Courtenay Earl 
of Devonfliire. Though he had many miftrefles^ 
he had not many natural children. He left a fon 
by Eli&beth Lucie, named Arthur, who having 
married Elifabeth heirefs to her brother John 
Lord Lifle, was raifed to that title by Henry VIIL; 
and a daughter named Eliiabeth, who was mar- 
ried to Thomas Lord Lumley. '" 
ciareace't 'The unhappy Duke of Clarence left alfo two 
^®**- children by his Duchefi Ifiibel, viz. Edward 
Earl of Warwick, who fell an innocent vi&im to 
the cruel jealoufy of Henry VH. A.D. 1499.; 
---and Margaret, of whom we fliall hear in the 
progrels of this work. *'* 
Chanaer Edward IV. was much admired in bis youth, 
rfEdward for the beauty of his face and the haqdibmefiefs 
of his perfon ; but before his death he became 
corpulent and bloated by his . intemperance ^^\ 
His addrefs -was eafy, engaging, and familiar, 

*^5 Dugdale, vol. ». p. jia^ tl6, «^ Id. ibicL p. i6j.. 

'^7 piiiiipdeCommeCf tdm.x. p.Z97. 

which 
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which gained him the hearts of ^many, and the AJXz4S|. 
money of not a few, particularly of the fair fex''". 
He never forgot the name or face of any perfon 
with whom he had once converfed ; and he is 
even faid^to have known the characters and cir- 
cumftances of every nobleman or gentleman of 
4ny confequence in his dominions ''^. His great 
fiiccefs in war (having gained nine pitched bat- 
tles, in which he was prefent, and fought on foot, 
and never loft one) may be admitted as a iiiffi- 
cient proof of hi& military ikill jmd courage, as 
well as of his goad fortune. In a word, if his 
virtues {had been equal to his endowments, he 
would have been both a great and good king. 
But that w:as not the cale. His piety is indeed 
celebrated by the monk of Croyland ; but it did 
t)ot prevent him from violating his moft folemn 
oaths, when he was prompted to it by paffion or 
the proipeft of advantage ^\ He was guilty of 
many aSts of cruelty ; md the unnatural murder 
of his brother Clarence muft fix an indelible 
ftain upon his cbaradtjer. Whenever he enjoyed 
peace, he abandoned himfelf to pleafure and the 
gratification of his appetites^ On his palfion 
for women he laid no reilraint ; and his impru- 
dent and criminal indulgence of it plunged him 
into much diftrefs and guilt, produced almoft 
aH the diforders of his re^, and all the calami- 
tfffs that befel his friends and family. The indul- 
gence of vicious paffions is as pernicious to 
princes as to private perfons. 



•^ Hall, f.37. "» Hift,CroyL p.i64. 

•^ Id. ibid. 
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SECTION V. 

From ike aeceffion of Edward V., A. IX I483«» to ike 
acceffion of Henry VIL, A.D. Y4&5* 

AD.M83. T^ DWARD Prince of Wales, the eldeft fon of 

Edward v! ^^ Edward IV., was proclaimed King in Lon- 

proclaim- don April 9. (the day on which his father died), 

•**' by the name of Edward V, ' He was then only 

in the thirteenth year of his age ; but his title 

was fo clear, that it was not imagined any dit 

pute could poffibly arife about his pofleffion of the 

throne ; though many dreaded that many violent 

difputes would arife about the adminiftration of 

the government during his minority. 

State of . The court of England at this time was divided 

P*rtic«. irtto two parties. One of thefe parties confifted 

of the Queen and her relations, with fuch as 

attached themfelves to them in order to obtain 

preferment ; the other was compofed of certain 

noblemen, who, by their long and faithful fer- 

vices, had gained the confidence of the late 

King, and had been thereby fupported in their 

places, without any dependence upon or con- 

nedlion with the Queen's relations. The chiefs 

of this laft party were,— the Dukes of Glou- 

cefler and Buckingham, with the Lords Hafl- 

ings, Howard, and Stanley. While Edward IV. 

' lived, his authority checked the paffions of 

both thefe parties, and kept them witiiin decent 

' Sir Tho. More, apudKennet, vol. x. p.48z. 

bounds* 
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bounds. He was not, however, ignorant of their AJ^.u^s^ 
fecret animofity ; and therefore, in his laft fick- ^'^ 
nefs, he brought about a reconciliation between 
them, which, like almoft all court-reconciliations, 
was neither fincere nor permanent. * 

The great object which each of thefe parties had Difpute m 
in view was, to get and keep poffeflion of the per- ^°""^ 
fon of the young King, that they might poi&fs his 
power. At the time of his father's death he re- 
fided at Ludlow caftie, under the care of his Un- 
cle Anthony Earl Rivers, who was his governor, • 
attended by Lord Richard Grey,, his uterine bro- 
ther, Sir Thomas Vaughan, his chamberlain, and 
others of the fame party ^ The Queen and her 
friends propofed in council to raife a fmall army 
to efcort the King to London, in order to his co- 
ronation ; but this meafure was ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed by the other party, who faw.its tendency ; 
and particularly by the Lord Chamberlain Haft- 
ings, who threatened to leave the court. The 
Queen, unwilling to raife any diflurbance in the 
beginning of her fon's reign, agreed to limit the 
number of his attendants to 2000. ♦ That the 
Queen afpired to the regency was fufpe^led, and 
is not improbable; but cannot, I think, be proved: 
but that flie wiftied, and hoped, that Ihe and her 
relations would have as much power in the pre- 
fent, as they had in the preceding reign, and that 
her enemies were determined to prevent this, if 
poffible, is abundantly evident. 

» Hair, Ed. IV. f. 60. ' Sir T^Mbrt^ J),48i- 

« Iiift.Cro7l.p.564f565« ■ 
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A.D.1483. The Duke of Gloucefter was in the north of 
"cdA^f England, preparing for a fecond expedition into 
thcDukeof Scotland, when he received intelligence of the 
Gloucefter. King his brother's death. He immediately hat 
tened to York, attended by 600 of his friends, be- 
fides his ufual retinue, all drefled in mourning. 
There he celebrated the late King's funeral, pro- 
claimed his fon Edward V., took an oath of fealty 
to th^t young prince, and enjoined the magis- 
trates, nobility, and gentlemen of thofe parts, to 
take fimilar oaths. From thence, too, he wrote 
letters to the Queen, and to her brother the Earl 
Rivers, full of the warmed profeffions of friend- 
fliip to them, and of loyalty to the King *. What 
his real intentions were when he made thefe pro- 
feffions^ I fliall not fo much as conje^ure* 
Gloucef. That theLord Haftings fent intelligence to the 
ter^t views, jy^^^^ of Glouceftcr of the tranfa6lions in coun- 
cil, and the defigns of the Queen and her party 
at court, together with offers of his affiftance to 
raafe him to the regency, cannot be doubted. For 
though that lord had been moft fincierely attach- 
ed to Edward IV. (from whom he had received 
the honourable and lucrative offices of governor 
of Calais and chamberlain of England), and was 
no lefs fincerely attached to his fon Edward V. ; 
yet there was nothing he dreaded fo much as to fee 
the adminiftration in the hands of the Queen and 
her relations, by whom he knew he was hated* 
Gloucefter at the fame time received fimilar aC> 
furances frofti Henry Stafibrd Duke of Bucking- 
ham^ the moft powerful nobleman then in £ng- 

» Hift.CroyI.p.5<55. 

land. 
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land^ who prooufedto join him iiomBdiately, AJD«X4S|. 
at the head qf his numerous vaflkls^ Having ' ^""^ 
received thefe aflurances, and knowing that the 
noblemen, gentlemen, ^nd people of the north of 
England were.warmly engiiged in his intereft, ha 
certainly determined to intercept the young 
King in his way to London, to take him out of 
the hands of his mother's relations^and thereby 
&cure to himfelf the adminiilratiou during his 
minority : but whether his views extended any 
further at this time or not, it feems to be im« 
p(^ble to difcover. 

To execute his defigns, whatever they were. The Earl 
the Duke of Gloucefter departed from York, with J^f^ 
a numerous retinue, and arrived April 29. at pnibned. 
Northampton, where he was joined by the Duke 
of Buckingham, with 900 of his followers \ The 
King, being then on bis way to London, loc^d 
that night at Stony-Stratford, only ten miles from 
Northampton ; and the Earl Rivers, the Lord 
Richaurd Grey, and fome others, entertaining xxo 
fufpickm of any ill defign againft them, waited 
on the two Dukes, to concert meafures about the 
King's journey, and approaching coronation. 
They were received by them with the greateiliqp* 
pearances of cordiality, and they fpent the even* 
ing together in convivial mirth and pleaikntry. 
But next morning the Ead Rivers, tbe Lord 
Richard Grey, Sir Thomas Yaughan, and Sir 
Richard Hawfe, wer6 made prifoners, and fent to 
the caftle of Pomfret in Yorkfhire^ AH theKing's 

* Hlft. Croyl. p.565. Sir T. More^ P-45«- col.». 
» Hift. Croyl. p. 5^5* * M^iWd. 
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AJ).X4S3. Other attendants and fervants were difmifled, and 
a proclamation publifhed, forbidding them to 
come near the court, under the pain of death. * 
Gioucefter . This tumultuous feizure of his neareft relations, 
^kT^*^' and arbitrary difmiffion of all his friends and fer* 
"'^' varits, ftruck the young King with grief and ter- 
ror, and made him burft out into complaints and 
tears. When the Duke of Gioucefter came into 
his prefence, he fell upon his knees, made the 
ftrongeft profeffions of loyalty and affedtion to 
his perfon; aflured him, that what had been 
done was for his prefervation ; and in a word, 
• he faid and did every thing in his power to dry 
up the tears and difpel the terrors of the help- 
lefs unhappy prince. '** 
TheQuetn When the report of thefe uneicpe6ted events 
taJ^fanc- y^ached London, it occafioned great confufion, 
both at court and in the city. The Queen, almoft 
diftradled with grief and terror, haftened with her 
fi>n theDukeof York,and her five daughters, into 
the fan6iuary at Weftminfter, where fhe had for- 
merly found protection in her diftrefs. The parti- 
fans of the different parties, in great crowds, and 
Ibme of them in arms, bad meetings and confulta- 
tions; thofe of the Queen's party in Weftminfter, 
and thofe of the Duke of GIoucefter*s party, with 
theLord Haft^ings, in the city ''• In thefe confulta- 
tions, no fixed refolutions could be formed, as the 
real intentions of thofe who had the King in their 
poffeffion were unknown. 

• Hift.Oroyl. p.565. 

'* Id. ibid. Sir T. More, p.4S4* 

" air T. Mwn, p.484- Hift.' Croyl. p. j:«4. 

The 
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The Lord H^ftkigs, who (though an enemy to AJ>.x4Sj. 
the. Queen and her relations) was heartily at- 7^7^[ 
tached to the young King, and only meant to fi,op Tifiu 
raife the Duke of Gloucefter to the regency, ^ Qw«»- 
fent a meiTenger at midnight. May i.^ to Thomas 
of Rotherham, Archbifliop of York and , Chan- 
T^ellor of England, to acquaint him with* what 
had happened at Stony-Stratford, and to aflure 
him, that the intentions of the lords who had 
feized the King were honourable, and for the 
good of the nation ; and that all would end well. 
That prelate, alarmed at what he heard, imme- 
diately arofe ; and, taking thegreat feal with him, 
and attended by his fervants in arms, hafte^ed to 
the Queen; He found that unhappy princefs in 
the fan<Stuary, fitting on the floor, furrounded by 
her weeping children, herfelf bathed in tears, 
and bewailing the approaching deflruftion of 
herfelf and family. The good prelate laboured 
to difpel her terrors and revive her hopes, by 
telling her the comfortable mefiage he had re- 
ceived from thCvLord Haftings. But the very 
name of Hailings, whofe hatred to her and her 
family ihe well knew, increafed both her fears 
and griefs. The Afchbiihop, finding her ap- 
prefaenfions and forrows were too great to b^ re- 
moved by words, gave her the flrongefl afliirances 
of his own inviolable attachment ; and, leaving 
the great feal with her as a pledge of his fincerity, 
retired* He foon became fenfible^of the error be 
had committed in leaving the feal ; and, fending 
for it by a proper mefTenger, it was returned. " 

" SkT. M«re, p.483* 

The 
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AJ).x4<5» The Duke of Gloucefter and his partifaiis, 
^^^^■^ having f^ent a day or two at Stony^Straiford, 
coiiduaed difpofing of their prifoners, and forming their 
i^i^mdoo. new arrangements, condudled the King to Lon- 
don ; into which they entered. May 4., the Duke 
riding bare-headed before his nephew, and call- 
ing to the people, " Behold your King !'* The 
young monarch was lodged in the Biihop's 
palace ; where it is faid, the Duke renewed his 
oath of fealty, in which he was followed by all 
the prelates and nobles prefent, together with 
the mayor and aldermen of London. *^ 
Dtike of Two or three days after, a great council was 
^eaw? afiembled, confiding of all the prelates, nobles, 
and great men about London; and by this coun- 
cil, the Duke of Gloucefter was unanimoufly 
ohofen protefikor of the King and kingdom. By 
this council, too, after fome deliberation, it was 
agreed, that the King fliould be lodged in the 
Tower of London, the place from which the kings, 
in thofe times, commonly rode in ftate to Weft- 
minfter, on the day before their coronation. '♦ 
Popularity The Duke of Gloucefter doth not ifeem to 
ceftar^" have been unpopular, but rather the contrary, 
at this period. If he had not been virtuous, he 
had been decent in his deportment, and avoided 
tiiofe excefles into which the King his brother 
had fjillen. His wifdom was fuch, that, in the 
midft of a court torn by the moft violent fac- 
tions, he was not obnoxious to either party ; and 
though he ft;ood well with the ancient n<>bility, 

'3 Sir T. More, p. 486. Hift Croyl p. 566. 
«* Id. ibid. 

he 
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be had no quarrels with the Queen and her rela» AiXi4tik 
tions. He had adhered ileadily to the late king ^*— >*^ 
in all his fortunes, and made the ilrongeft pro* 
f (^ons of loyalty and affedtion to his foh. — In 
a word, if he had died at this time, or if he 
had never afpired higher than the proteftorfliip, 
be would probably have been handed down to 
pofterity with the charaS^er of a brave and wife 
prince. 

After theDukeofGlouceilerwasinvefted with Prodam*- 
the prote6lor£hip, he proceeded with great feem* ^^^ 
ing alacrity in preparing for the coronation of the 
young King, which was appointed to be at Weft- 
minder, June 22. To render that ceremony the 
more auguft and fplendid, he required, by proda- 
mation,. May 2o., all gentlemen, who had J&40 
a-year in land, to come to London by June 1%^ 
to receive the honour of knighthood ; and by 
particular letters, dated June 5., he invited fifty 
young noblemen and gentlemen, of the beft fii^ 
milies, to appear before the King in the Towel: 
of London, four days before his coronation, to 
receive the noble order of knighthood, probably 
meaning the order of the Bath '^ Thefe meafures 
were either indications that he really had an in- 
tention^ fi> late as June 5., to crown his nephew ofi 
June aa.» or they were defigned to perfnade tbfe 
world that he had fuch an intention j but wbidi 
of thefe was the cafe, I fliall not determine. 

In the mean time, the council frequently met, Lordibft- 
ibmetimes at oneplftce, and fometimeaatanother, ^4^ 

to 
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A-D.1483. to confult about the coronation, and other aflkirs. 
On Friday, June- 13., one part of the council 
met at Weftminfter, tonotify in form to the mayor 
and aldermen of London the day of the corona- 
tion ; and the other part of it met with the pro- 
testor in the Tower, As this part of the council 
was deliberating on bufinefs, the door of the room 
was fuddenly opened, and a party of armed men 
ruflied in, crying, treafon ! treafon! One of them 
wounded the Lord Stanley on the head with a 
pole-axe; and they inftantly feized that lord, 
with the Archbifliop of York, the Bifhop of Ely, 
and Lord Mailings. The uproar was great, and 
the aftonifliment of the prifoners inexpreflible, 
elpecially of Lord Haftings, when he heard the 
J?rote6tor (with whom he believed he flood in 
the higheil favour) pronounce him a traitor, and 
commanded him to be immediately put to death. 
This cruel command was executed with equal 
cruelty ; and having allowed him only a few mo- 
m^ents to confefs to a prieft, they beheaded him 
on a log of wood, which lay accidently in the 
court of thie Tower. The Lord Stanley and the two 
prelates were imprifoned in different apartments 
of that fortrefs '\ What prompted the Prote6lor 
to imbrue his hands in the blood of a nobleman 
who had lately donehimthemofteffential fervices, 
and with whom he had, to that moment, lived on 
themoft friendly footing, Ilhall by^ndby inquire. 

'^ Hift. CroyL P.5W. Sir T. More» p. 494. Sir Thomas relates 
ieveral other circumfiances of this ftrange tnmfa^on ; but numy gf 
them are fxiTolouiy and others of them £ghly improbable. 
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. On the fame day (June 1 3.), a dill more Uoody AJD^uu. 
Uagedy was afted at Porafret in Yorkfliire. Sir £^^^ 
Richard Ratclifie, a great confident of the pro- atPomfreu 
te6lor, had, by his orders, collected an army of 
about 5000 men, in the north, and was condudU 
ing them towards London, When he arrived at ^ 
Pomfret, he beheaded, without any trial, and with 
fame circumftances of peculiar cruelty, Anthony 
Earl Rivers, the King's uncle, and the mod ac- 
compliflied nobleman of that age, — the Lord 
Richard Grey, the King's uterine brother,^ — Sir 
Thomas Vaughan, who had been chamberlain to 
the King when Prince of Wales, — and Sir 
Richard Hawfe '\ That Ratcliffe perpetrated 
thefe horrid deeds in confequence of orders from 
the Protestor, cannot be doubted. 

The Prote6tor, who ftill continued to wear the TheDukt 
roaflc of loyalty to the King, held a council on JL^^J!^ 
Monday, June 16. '" At this council it was fug- 
gelled, that it would be highly indecent to fee 
the Duke of York in fan£tuary among murderers, 
thieves, and robbers, at the time of his brother's 
coronation; andadeputation was appointed to wait 
upon the Queen, and perfuade her to permit the 
Duke of York to leave the fan£tuary. Cardinal 
Bourchier, Archbifliop of Canterbury, was put at 
the head of this deputation (much, it is faid, 
againfl his will), and prevailed upon the Queen, 

'^ tBSL CroyU p. 567. Sir T. More, p.496. 

*' The ludorian of Croyland it the only contemporary writer 
'who gives a date to this tranfa^lion ; and I have^ followed hinif 
though I have fome fuTpicion that he hath placed it a little too late* 
Hift.CroyL p. 566. 

who 
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AD.tAts' \i^ho certainly had not then* heard of the cruel 

' ^^""^ fate of her fon and brother at Pomfret, to put the 

young prince into his hands, who condu6ted him 

to the Tower, and delivered him to the Pro- 

te6lor '\ A contemporary hiftorian fays, that the 

Queen refigned her fon to the Archbifliop wil« 

lingly; but fubfequenthiftoriatis affirm (on what 

authority I know not), that it was with extreme 

relu£lance, and only to prevent his being torn 

from her by force. 

End of the The laft a6l of royal authority that we know of 

reign of that was performed by the unfortunate Edward V. 

. * or rather by the Protestor in his name, was giving 

commiflions to three perfons to provide oxen and 

iheep for the ufe of the houfehold for fix months, 

dated June 17.^"* This was certainly the laft 

day of the reign, if a reign it can be called, of 

that unhappy prince. On that day a new and 

furprifihg fcene began to be exhibited, to which 

we muft now attend. 

When the It fecms to be impoffible to difcover at what 

f^^^Z time Richard Duke of Gloucefter formed the plaii 

lormed his ^ 

pioL of fupplanting his nephew, and placing himf^lf on 
the throne. If he had formed that plan before b^ 
took the oath of fealty to the young King, and 
engaged others to take it, he was guilty of great 
impiety ; but as the fa6l cannot be proved, he 
^^annot be fairly convi£ted of that crime. If We 
could rely on the following relation of fome of 
our hiiiorians, we ffaould be led to think that this 
ilefign had been entertained much earlier than is 
commonly imagined^ 

'» Hlft. Crofl p. 566. ^ Rym. Feed. toin.xa« p. xS;. 
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OneMSftlebroke, fay they, came to thehoufe of AJ>-X4S3. 
one I^ottier, a fervant of the Duke of Glouceiler, ^" "-'^-^ 
in the night, and told him that King Edward was 
dead j then, fiiid Pottier, my mailer will be king". 
That fo obfcure a perfon as Pottier fhould be in 
poflbffion of fuch an important fecret, is not very 
probable. One hiftorian aflerts, that Richard, in 
the reign of Ed ward IV., confulted the raoft fa- 
roous lawyers in England aboot the grounds on 
which he afterwards claimed the crown ; and an- 
other affirms, that he had even expoftulated wit^i 
Edward himfelf on that ftibjea ^^ But what cre- 
dit is due to thefe aflertions, I (hall not determine. 
At any rate^ a plan for dethroning ayoung prince, 
who Imd iucceeded his father with univerial ap- . 
probation, could not be formed and brought to 
maturity in a day, or even in a few days. It cer- 
tainly required a confiderable fpace of time to 
communicate this plau to a fufficient number of 
perfons, and to gain their coufent to its execu- 
tion. That this plan was privately communicated 
to Buckingham, Howard, Ratcliffe, Catefby, the 
mayor of London, and many others, and their 
aflent obtained, is very certain ; and that Lord 
Haftings was put to death for refiiiing his affent, 
is aflerted by almoft all our hiftorians. But how 
much time all this required cannot be afcer- 
tained. 

The ftory that was now divulged, and propa- Thefto- 
gated by the Protefifcor and his friehds, on which ^^^ \^ 

thecrowa. 

•' Hall, f.4. Ed.V. SirT.More, p.48». 
« Id.ibid. Buck'9 ifift. Richard m. p-j^i- 
VOL. IX. s he 
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AJ).X4S3. be founded bis own claim to the crown, and the 
exclufion of his nephew, was this : that the late 
King Edward IV., before he married the Lady 
Grey, had been contra6led, and even privately 
married, to Lady Eleanor Butler, widow of the 
Lord Butler of Sudley ; and that, in confequerice 
of this pre-contra6l, or prior marriage, his fubfe- 
quent marriage was illegal, and all his children 
by the Queen were baftards*'. Whether this 
ftrange tale, true or falfe, was known before it 
was now publilhed, or, if it was known, to what 
degree of notoriety it had attained, cannot be 
now difcovered: Many reafons might be given 
to induce us to believe, that it had never been 
beard of till it was produced on this occafion. If 
the Earl of Warwick or the Duke of Clarence 
had been acquainted with it, when they were 
inflamed with the moil violent hatred againil the 
Queen and her relations, and againft the King 
on their account, would they not have publiibed 
it to the world ? Would it not have covered all 
their enemies with confuiion, if they had made 
it known that the King and Queen were living 
in adultery, and attempting to impole a fpurious 
iflue upon the nation ? This would have effec- 
tually eilabliflbed the right of the Duke of Cla- 
rence to the fucceffion ; and is it to be imagined, 
that a prince who had attempted to defame his 
own mother, in order to baflardife his brother 
(for which he was attainted by parliament), 
would have fpared the Queen, his mortal enemy, 
if he had known or fufpe6ted that her marriage 

*• Hift.Croyip.567. 

was 
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was liable to the \eaOi obje^iion^ The Queen had A^D^nH^ 
been crowned with great iblemnity, provided foe '^ '^~^ 
by parliament as Queen of England, acknow- 
ledged by all the world as Edward's lawful wife 
to his death, and their children contracted to the 
greateft princes in Europe, without the leaft fur. 
mife of any flaw in their birth. The nature of 
Edward's engagement with Lady Butler is not 
well defined; nor is the truth of it well eftabliflied. 
A contemporary author of the beft credit, only 
fays, << It was alledged that he had made a con- 
" traft with her**/' Another contemporary 
writer indeed relates, ^< That the Bilhop of Bath 
*^ faid, that Edward had ppomifed marriage to her 
^^ in his prefence, and that he had afterwards 
" married them without any witneffes **/* But 
neither the time nor the place of this pretended 
marriage were ever mentioned ; the lady was 
dead ; no witneffes had been prefent at it : and 
therefore it could not be proved, but by the fingle 
teftimony of Stillington, Bifliop of Bath, who was 
a very wicked, ambitious man, and was tempted 
(as we are told by Philip de Comines) to make 
this declaration by the pompous promifes of the 
Prote6lor*% That Edward had deluded theLady 
Butler by oaths and promifes, and that Stilling- 
ton, then a profligate young prieft, was in the fe- 
cret, and af&fted in the delufion, might be true ; 
but that he had contracted any engagements 
with her that rendered his fiibfequent marriage , 
illegal, and all his children baflards, there is not 

^ HifL CroyL p«567- *^ Philip da CgmiBMy I.5. cij. p*435* 
^ Id.L$«c«9.p.497* 

s a fufficient 
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Ai).g4tj. fufficient evidence. Tl^ Frotefi;or got rid of the 
'"^"'^ — claims of Edward Earl of Warwick and his fitter, 
the children of his elder brother Clarence, by 
the attainder of their father. 
SdMBMtor This whole afiair feems to have been a fcene 
tfc»D«keof of great iniquity, in which the Proteftor was the 
* principal aAor, affifted by many great accom- 
plices. HHving obferved that the greateft part 
of the ancient nobility both feared and hated the 
. Queen and her relations, and dreaded that when 
the young King came of age, his mother would 
inft^^ate him to revenge the murder ^of her ion 
and brother, by whom he had been educated, and 
the many cru^l injuries that had been done to her 
and her family ; he believed it would not be dif- 
ficult to perfuade them toraife him to the throne, 
as they had raifed him to the prote£torfl]ip, as the 
only effectual way of fecuring themfelves firom 
danger. He made the trial} and, with the help 
of liberal promifes, he generally fucceeded. But 
feme pretence was wanting to fet afide the nu- 
merous ifiue of the late King; and no pretence 
would anfwef that purpofe but that of their being 
baftards. The gallantries of Edward, and the pro- 
iufion of his promifes and oaths to feveral ladies, 
in order to ieduce them, were not unknown. Stil- 
lingiton, who bad been imprifoned by the late 
King, and was one of Richard's iiooft zealous 
partizans, furniflied them with onefi;ory ^ sind if 
that had not been ftuniihed, another would have 
been found *\ It plainly appears, that the Pro- 

te€lor 
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teftor himiUf did not lay much ftrefi on this Aj[>;i4S|] 
floiy : for in the aft of parliament baftardtfing ^^^'"^ 
Edward's iflue, many other objeftions are made 
to his marriage, all of them triflings and fome of 
them perfeftly ridiculous ; and the tale of Lady 
Butler is brought in at the end, without any 
name of its author or evidence of its truth. ** 

The Protestor's fcheme being now ripe for A^ 
execution^ he prevailed upon Dn Ralph Shaw, a '^*'*^ 
celebrated preacher, brother to Jthe mayor of 
London, to publiih his claim to the crown, in a 
lermon at Paul's-crofi, on Sunday, June 2ft. ^ 
The do£tor» it is faid, overafted his part, and 
did not content himfelf with baflardifing King 
Edward's children, but aflerted, tiiat Edward 
himfelf and the Duke of Clarence had been baf* 
tards, at the expence of the charafter of Cecily 
Duchefs of York, the Proteftbr's mother 3^. But 
that he carried his folly and impudence to this 
length, e^cially as the Proteftor was prefent, 
may be doubted ''. It is ftill more incredibley 
that (as fome of oiu: hiftorians affirm) he called 
the Lady to whom he alleged King Edward 
had been precontracted. Lady Elilabeth Lucy, 
inftead of Lady Eleanor Butler ^\ Fabian, who 
refided then in London, and was perhaps pre* 

^ Ftfliament WL vol. %• p^a^f* (^ ^ t]>«r otife^dBt tb tfat 
niam^ k, that King £dwifd kad ben bcwiidMd fagr tfca Imif 
Ckejr's niodiar ; . and thtt tlift pnliniatt gimrdy tt^^ 

"» FabiaB»f.a»4* * SirT,MDi% p.497. 

» See the honourable Mr. Wa^\ esceOent wa«» fa^kled, 
« Hiftoric Doubts/' which hath throwa mach V^ in 1^ ^eff 
fiend part of oor IfiftcNyt p*37t 9as. 

<* Mr. Walpol^t HiSoric Doubti, p.4i. 

S 2 fent 
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4i9*x4Sj« fent at this famous fermon, lays, *^ It was to 
'- '^ -^ « the great abucion of all the audience except 
" fuch as favoured the mater, which were few 
«* in' number, if the truth or plainnefs might 
" have been fliewed." " 
Bucking- The Duke of Buckingham made an eloquent 
f^^hat harangue on the fame fubje6t, June 24,, to the 
Guildhall, mayor, aldermen, and citizens of London, from 
the huftings in Guildhall, endeavouring to con- 
vince them that King Edward's children were 
baftards, and that the Protedlor was the only 
perfon who had a right to the crown. All ad- 
mired his eloquence, though many, it is faid, were 
BOt convinced by his arguments; but fome of the 
audience having tofled up their caps, and cried. 
Long live King Richard ! the Duke interpreted 
that cry as the unanimous voice of the citizens 
of London, acknowledging the Protedlor's title 
to the crown. He returned them his moft hearty 
thanks, accompanied with promifes of many fa* 
vours and much felicity in the future reign ; and 
then defired the mayor, aldermen, and chief 
citizens, to meet him next day, to petition the 
Prote6bor to take upon him the crown, exprei^ 
fing great apprehenfions that his exceffive mo- 
defty, and i^^onderful aSSs&ion to his brother's 
children^ would make him reje6l their petition J* 
Thecrown ' Accfjfdingly, OH Weduefday, June 25., the 
the^PrJ^ puke of Buckingham, and feveral noblemen, 
tciftor. with the mayor and aldermen, went to Baynard's 
eaftle, where theProte6lor then was, and requefted 
an audience* on amatter of great importance^ The 

« Fabian, f. aa4. ^ Sir T. More, p. 498. 
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Prote6fcor at firft feemed to be much alarmed at €0 AD. 1483. 
great a concourfe, and to dread fome defign 
againft his perfon, but was at length prevailed 
upon to take courage, and to give them audience. 
When they came into his prefence, the Duke of 
Buckingham, having requefted and obtained 
leave to fpeak, made a long harangue on the * 
miferies and tyranny of the^ate reign, the ille- 
gality of Edward's marriage, the illegitimacy of 
his children, the Protedlor's undoubted title to 
the crown; and concluded with an earneft re- ^ 
quell to him, in the name of that aflembly, to 
take that crown to which he was fo well intitled. 
The Prote6lor appeared to be furprifed at this 
propofal. He acknowledged the truth of all the 
Duke had advanced^ but declared, that his love 
to his brother's children was greater than his love 
to a crown. The Duke, returning to the charge, 
affured him that none of Edward's children 
ihould ever reign over them ; and at laft dropt a 
hint that if he perfifted in refufing thecrown,they 
would oflfer it to another who would not refufe it. 
The Protefl;or feemed to be ftartled at that hint, 
began to hefitate, defired a little time to con- 
fider, and gave them caufe to hope that he would 
yield to reafon and importunity. " 

The laft fcene of this political farce, or rather Th« Pro- 
tragedy, was afted on "Thurfday, June 26. In ^^^o' ^' 
the morning of that day, all the prelates, lords, crowm * 
and great men of the Protestor's party, with their 
numerous followers, came to Baynard'is caftle, 
** and (to ufe his own words) porreSled to him a 



3' Sir T. More, p. 498. 
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AJD.z4t3« << bill of petition^ wherein his Aire nod true title 
^— v*--' cc was evidently (hewed and declared. Where 
^< upon the Kinge's Highnis^ (lb he now called 
<< himielf)9 notably affifted by wel nere al the 
^ lords fpiritual and temporali of this royaliM, 
*^ went die fame day unto the palais at Weftr 
« ^< niinfter^ and tber, in fuch roial honourable ap- 
^ pareUed, within the gret hal ther toke ppflef* 
^^ fion, and declared his mind, that the fame 
^ day he wold begin to reyne upon his people ; 
** and from thence rode folempniy to the cathe- 
^' dral-church of London, and was received 
^^ ther with proceffion with gret congratulation 
<^ and acclamation of al the people in every 
«« place/' *• 
AB&td by Bichard III. (as be muft no\C be called) in 
an anned making his Way to the throne, had not trufted 
entirely to the clearnefs of his title, the number 
of his noble friends, or the favour of the people. 
He had brought a confiderable body of armed 
followers with him to Ix)ndon; his chief accom- 
plice the Duke of Buckingham, had brought a (till 
greater number,and had fentfor many more from 
Wales i and an army of about 5000 men had ar- 
rived from the north. All thefe (as we are told 
by a contemporary hiftorian) conftituted.'^ a ter- 
^^ rible and unheard of number of armed men 'V 
Thefe troops, it is faid, did not make a very gay 

^ This It a partof that account of hia acceffion to the thivnethat 
Richard UI. ft nt to the gairifcm at Cabisy to perfuade them to take 
an oath of fealty to ldm% which they ttfa&d, becaofe they had taken 
an Mth to Edward V. The whole accoontb very pompous^ and in ft ve« 
nl partkuhn not ftiiaiy true. Buck a^ud Kcanetf p.5aa. Ifoe: 

^ Hift. CroyL p. 566. 
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ajppeanuice, and were laughed at by the citt2eni JUXx4Sj; 
of London, for their fliabby drefii and rufty^ar* '^"^'^ 
moor^'. But thefe forces were certainly very 
formidable^ especially as they were commanded 
by Sir Richard Radcliffe, who had given many 
{HToofsy and one very lately at Pomfret, that he 
was capable of perpetrating the mod horrid and 
atrocious deeds. It would be great injuftice, 
therefore, to deny thefe troops their (hare of the 
honour or infamy of this revolution. 

Richard III. was proclaimed by that name in corao*- 
London, June 27.9 and on the fame day d^li- ^^* 
vered the great feai to the Bilhop of Lincoln, one 
of the fpiritual lords who had contributed to his 
devation. ^« 

As the ceremony of coronation was confidered 
in thofe times as dlmoA eflential to royalty, Ri- 
diard made great hafte to be crowned ; and the 
preparations that had been made for the corona- 
tion of his nephew, enabled him to be fooner 
ready. It appears from his coronation^roU, whicb 
is dill extant, that various robes w^re ordered, 
on that occafion , for Lord Edward, fim of the late 
King EdwardlV. and his attendants; which 
makes it probable that it was once intended that 
he ihould walk at his uncle's coronation ^. But 
it is highly probable that on fecond thoughts the 
defign was laid afide. So wife a m^n as Richard 
would foon refle6b, that the fight of the helplefs 
degraded prince would excite compaffion for him, 
and indignation againft hisopprefibr,ineveryfeel- 

^ FabiaB» f.s$5. ^ RynufM» ttia-p^iSf. 

^ HftoricDoiibts, p. 659 ^6. 
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A.XU4ljl^ ktg heart. So ilhgular a circuraftance, as a de- 
"''''' graded king walking at the coronation of his fuc- 
ceflbr, who had degraded him, would have been 
the fubje6l of much convaifation, and would car- 
tainly have been recorded ; and 3^et neither Fa- 
bian, nor the hiftorian of Croyland, who flou- 
riOied at that time, nor any fubfequent hiftorian, 
mention fuch a circuraftance. On the contrary, 
Fabian tells us, that as foon as Richard accepted 
the fovereignty, " the Prince, or of right. King 
•* Edward V., with his brother the Duke of York, 
" were put under furer kepynge in the Towre, 
*• in fuch wyfe that they never came abroad 
■ ^ after ^*." A few days before the coronation, 
John Lord Howard was created Duke of Nor- 
folk, and appointed high fteward **. About the 
fame time he conferred honours and offices on 
liM^eral of his moft a6l;ive friends ; and the Arch- 
bifliop of York, and Lord Stanley, having com- 
plied with the times, were fet at liberty*^. At 
length all things being ready, Richard, with his 
confort Ann Nevile, youngeft daughter of the 
great Earl of Warwick, were crowned at Weft- 
minfter, July 6., with the ufual folemnities. ^* 

Firft aas The treafures amaffed by Edward IV. for his 
intended expedition into France, were feized by 
Richard, and gained him many friends, or at leaft 
accomplices, by enabling him to reward them ^K 
Nor was he a niggard in the diftribution of his 
bounty. In particular, he amply rewarded his 
northern forces, and fent them home con- 

♦* Fabian, f.aa^. *" '♦^ Rym.Foed. t.ia. p.X9i. 

♦'Buck, p. 5»5« ./^Id. ibid. *' Hift. Croyl. p.567. 

16 tented. 
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tented^. He fent ambafladors to feveral foreign AJ).i4Sj. 
princes to announce his acceffion, and cultivate ''^ '^^ 
tiieir friendihip ^\ To his envoy to the court of 
Britanny, he gives authority — ** to negotiate 
** any bufinefs he thought proper, even though 
^' it was of fuch a nature as to require a fpecial 
" mandate/' — which plainly points at a feeret 
negotiation about the Earl 6f Richmond, pro- 
bably with a view to get him into his hands ^. 
At the fame time, he treated the Countefs d 
Richmond with great refpedl, and appointed her 
hulband, the Lord Stanley, fteward of the houfe- 
hold. His chief accomplice, the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, he loaded V^ith eftates and honours ^^ 
In a word, he neglected nothing to content his 
friends, to gain or to guard againdhis enemies. 

Having fettled all affairs in London j and fet Aprbgrefi. 
a guard about the fandtuary at Weftminfter, to 
prevent the efcape of the Queen or her daugh. 
ters, he fet out on a progrefs with his Queen 
and fon, and a fplendid court ^^ In this pro- 
grefs he.fpent Ibme days. at Oxford; and at the 
requeft of the univerfity he relieafed the Bifliop 
of Ely from his confinement in the Tower, and 
committed him ts3 the cuftody of the Duke of 
Buckingham, which produced eSe&js equally 
iurprifing and unexpefted '^'^ At Grloucefter^ 
Coventry, and all other places, Richard courted 

4« Hall, Richj^rdm. f.a. 

*' Rym. Feed. torn. iz. p. 193, 194? 195. 198, J99, &c; 

^ Idtifatd. p.l94- 

^' See a lift of thefe in Kennet, vol.i. p. 530. noten. 

'•^ Hift. Croyl. p.567. 

*' Sir. T.Mor€!»p.joo. Suckyp.iOi* 
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AD.j4t3* popularity by every art, and laboured to raife 

'~'^^~"^ expe£bttions of a mild and eqiutable reign* The 

Duke of Buckingham left the court at OIou* 

cefter in the mbft perfe^ good humour^ uid 

went to the caftle of Brecknock^ to which he 

had before fent his prifoner the Bifliop of Ely. 

Storr of When Richard was at Gloucefter in the 

^ T^ courfe of this progrefs, he fent, it is faid, one 

the two of his pages to Sir Robert Brakinbury, conftable 

pnncei* of the Tower of London, with a letter or mef- 

fage, commanding him to murder the two 

young princes, Edward V. and his brother Ri- 

cliard Duke of York. Sir Robert declining that 

deteftable office. Sir James Tyrrel, roafter of the 

horfe, was fent from the court at Warwick, with 

a commiffion to command in the Tower one 

night, and in that night the two young jMinces 

were fuffi)cated in their beds, by two rtiffiam 

called Miles Forreft and John Dighton, and 

buried at the ftair-foot, from whence their bodies^ 

were removed by the chaplain of the Tower, to 

a place that was never difcovered'*. Thia 

ftrange ftory was firft told by Sir Thomas More» 

as one of the various tales he had heard con<* 

cerning the death of the two princes; and 

though it is very improbable, if not evidently 

falfe in fbme particulars, it hath been adopted 

by many fubfequent hiftorians. '' 

Kichtfd About the end of Auguft the court arrived at 

mmntd at York, to which the nobility, clergy, and gentry 

^* of the north, came in crowds. Richard, in order 

>> SrT.Mofty p.50Q»50i. 

«» SteWalpQVtISaoifcDovblf, ^5l— 59^ 

to 
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tapleafe theiQf aad fecure their favour, refolved aj>.i48|. 
toentertainthemwithacoronatioD. Accordingly ^— v— -* 
he and his queen were crowned in the cathedraU 
church of that northern capital, by Archbilhop 
Rotherham, September 8., and on the fame day 
be created his only legitimate fon Edward, then 
about eight years of age. Prince of Wales ^\ 
The Duke of Albany, and the Ambafladorof 
Ferdinand and Kabella, King and. Queen of 
Caftile and Arragon, affifted at this coronation^ 
which was uncommonly magnificent " 

But Richard's tranquillity was of ihort dura- piotf 
tioo : clouds began to gather in feveral places, and ^^ 
^ to threaten him with a dreadful ftorm. As fobn ' 

jas he departed from London on his progreft into 
the north, the people of Kent, Effex, Suflex, 
Hampflure, Dorfetlhire, Devonihire, Somerfet* 
fliire, Wiltshire, Berkfliire, and other fouthern 
counties, no longer overawed by the northern 
and Wellh arinies, began to murmur at the latt 
trania&ions. The gentlemen of thefe counties 
had private meetings, and formed aflbciations 
for releafing Edward V. from the Tower, and re* ^ 
ftoring him to the throne ^^ Richard had ftiU a 
more dangerous enemy who was fecretly plot- 
ting his deftru£tion. This was his chief accom- 
plice, Henry Duke of Buckingham, who had 
been the great inftrument of his elevation* It is 
impoffible J;o difcover the motives that deter* 
mined Buckingham to pull down the perfon he 

•♦ Hlft. Crofl. p.s^i. G. Buck, p.5»y* 

^ Ityou Aed. torn. i9« ik«oo« ^ Bift* CiOTi. p. 568* 

had 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



270 HISTORY OP BRITAIN, BookV. 

AJD.I483- had fo lately rai&d ^\ It is moil probable that 
' ^**^ hisperfe^t knowledge of his own and of Richard's 
character was his principal motive. It is impof- 
fible that any real friendfliip or confidence cQuld 
fubfift between twomen who had plotted together 
the death of Lord Rivers, Lord Haftings^ Lord 
Grey, and others, when they were profeffing the 
greateft friendfhip for them. Buckingham might 
very naturally fear that Richard would take ao 
opportunity of treating him as he had treated 
thefe noblemen, in order to get poiTeffion of bis 
immenfe wealthy and that his prifoner John Mor- 
ton, Biflu)p of Ely, the moil artful man in the 
world, might, by his hints and infinuations, in- 
creafe thofe i^ars« However this may be, it is 
perfedly certain that Buckingham, foon after his 
arrival at the caille of Brecknock, formed the 
defign of dethroning Richard, and correipooded 
with the malcontents in the fouth and weil of 
England about the execution of that deiign. ^^ 
in fovour Nooe of the two jejune hiftorians of thofe times 
^^ fey, that the Duke of Buckii^gham had originally 
Rkhmond. the &me views with the other malcontents, of 
leiloiring Edward V., though that is not impro- 
bable ^. But in Auguil, a report was circulated, 
andgenerally believed, that the twoyoungprinces 
were murdered in the Tower. This obliged all 
like con^iratCM's to look out for a proper peribn to 
fiibftitute in the place of Richard ^. In more 

^^ Sereral hiftorians iay» it was becaufe he refufisd to prant him the 
vrhole earldom of Hereford. But there is the deareft eridence that 
he granted him the whole. Dugdale^ vol. i. p.i6S> 169. 

»♦ Mft. Croyl. p.568. «» Id. itid. Fabian. •• Kft. Cro^. 
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orderly and peaceful times, it would never have aj>.x485. 
been imagined, that Henry Earl of Richmond ' — ^^ — ' 
had any preteafions to the crown. He was de^ 
fcended by his mother from one of the natural 
fons of John of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter, by 
Katherine Swineford. It is true, that when the 
Duke married that lady, he procured the legiti- 
mation, by parliament, of the children he had by 
her in the time of his former marriage ; but in 
the very a6l of legitimation there is an exception 
of the crown and royal dignity, of which they 
are declared incapable. Befides this, there were 
feveral princes and princefies, both in Spain and 
Portugal, legitimate defcendants of John of 
Gaunt, by his fecond wife Conftantia heirefs of 
Cailile; but they were too far diilant, and do not 
ieem to have entertained any thoughts of aflert- 
ing their claims to the crown of EngUnd. There 
were alfo feveral princes and princefTes of the 
houfe of York, whofe titles were ftill better. But 
the Earl of Richmond poflefled ibme advantagiss, 
which recommended him to the confpiratorls, as 
the mpft proper perfon to fet up in oppofition to 
Richard. He was in the prime of life, and had 
long been confidered by the Lancaftrian party ia 
England as the reprefentative of that family; and 
it was propofed to fupply the defe^ in his title 
by his marriage with the Princefs Elizabeth, 
eldeft daughter of Edward IV. and thereby unite 
the two rofes, and put an end to that fatal quar- 
rel which had almoil ruined England. The 
Queen, and the Countefs of Richmond, Henry's 
mother, entered warmly into that feheme, which 

makes 
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AJXuSi* makes it probable that the Queen believed her 
'" "^'-^ two fons were dead. Meffengers were fent to 
the court of Britanny, to aoquaint Henry with 
this feheme (of his confent to which no doobt 
was entertained), and to entreat him to come 
into England as foon as poflSbte, with all the 
force he could coiled ^' 
Richard's Though thefe tranfit&ions were conduced 
§1^^* with all poifible fecrefy, they did not efcape the 
vigilance of Richard. Soon after his coronation 
at York, he wasinformed, thatplots were forming 
againft him in the fouth ; and immediately fuiped;-^ 
iog the Duke of Buckingham, he endeavoured 
firfl by promifes, and afterwards- by threats, to 
bring him to court. But both were ineffe&ual. 
He then exerted himfelf, with great aAivity, to 
raife forces in the north, and other parts, to op- 
pofe his enemies ^S Being joined by the Earl 
of Northumberland, and other great men, with 
their followers, he direded his march towards 
Wales ; having fent orders before, to Sir Thomas 
Vaughan and his other friends in thofe parts, to 
watch the motions of the Duke of Buckii^ham, 
to break down the bridges on the Severn, pro« 
mifing them the plunder of the caftle of Bredc- 
nock, for their encouragement. ^' 
Bucking. 'ItieconQ>irators,by coucert, fetup their ftand^ 
Jj^l^ ardsallinoneday,0£tobei: 1 8.,infeveral different 
places, to diftra£t their enemies-^ the Duke of 
Buckingham at Brecknock— the Marquis of Dor* 
f^t. Sir Edward Courtenay, &c. at Exeter — Sir 

^ Hill, f. xa— Z4> HoUipgflu p.X4oo. 

John 
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John Brown, Sir Thomas Lawknor, &c. at Maid- AD. 148^ 
ftone — Sir William Norris, Sir Williana Berkeley^ ^ '^^ 
&c. at Newbury— and Sir Richard Widvile, Sir 
RichardBeauchamp, &c. at Salifbiiry. The King, 
on October 19., was at Grafton in Northampton- 
Ihire, ready to march into Wales, or into the 
weft, as occafion might require**. The Duke 
of Buckingham directed his march towards the 
Severn, in order to pafs that river, and join his 
confederates ; and if that jun6lion had. been 
elfedted, Richard would probably have been de- 
throned. But fuch heavy rains fell for feveral 
days, that thie Severn overflowed its banks, and 
deluged the country, to a degree that never had 
been known, and was long remembered by the 
name ot Buckingham's flood. His Welfli troops 
were fo much difcouraged by this, that they ^it 
banded, and returned home; which obhged himt . 
to difmifs all his fervants, difguife his perfon, 
and conceal himfelf in the houfe of one Ban- 
nifter,^ a dependant on his family, not far from 
Shrewlbury. ^* 

The news.of this furprifing turn of affairs were Pinoclami*' 
brought to Richard at Leicefter, and he irarae- ^^^ 
diately (06lober 23.) iffued a proclamation, 
granting a pardpn to all the common people 
who fliould defert their leaders, and offering 
great rewards to any who fliould apprehend the 
Duke of Buckingham, the Marquis of Dorfet, 
the Bilhops of Ely and Salifbury, and feveral 
knights and gentleman, who ane^ therein named. 
For the Duke, he offered £ 1000 in money, or 

. •♦ Rym. Foed. torn. X3. p. 20^* 
^^Hall>f.Z5. Stov; p.465. H(^g(ii. p. L|0|. 

YOL.IX. T jfroo 
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AJX X483. rf 1 00 a-y ear in land — for the Marquis and each of 
the Bifliops, 1000 marks in money, or 100 marks 
a-year in land — for each of the knights, one 
half of that fum*^. In this curious proclamation, 
the immaculate Richard exprefies the moft vio- 
lent indignation againft whoredom, of which, he 
fays, his enemies were notorioufly guilty, parti« 
cularly the Marquis of Dorfet, — " who, to the 
^* perille of his foule, hath many and fundry 
'^ maydes, wydowes, and wifes, dampnably, and 
" without (hame, devoured, defiowred, and de- 
" fouled, holding the unlhampful and myfchi- 
" vouis woman, called Shore's wife, in adultry/' *' 

Bucking. This proclamation had a confiderable effef):. 

headi^V The perfidious Bannifter, enticed by the great- 
nefs of the reward, difcovered his unfortunate 
gueft to John Mitton, flieriff of Shropfliire, who 
apprehended and conducted him to Saliibury ; 
where, without any trial, he was beheaded, 
November i.** 

SfS!* '^'^^ followers of the other confpirators, en- 
ticed by the promife of pardon on the one band^ 
and difcouraged by the difafter that had befallen 
the Duke of Buckingham on the other, deferted 
them ; which compelled them to abandon their 
enterprife, and confult their fafety by flight. 
'Some of them, as the Marquis of Dorfet, the 
Bifliops of Ely and Exeter, and a great nuniber 
of knights and gentlemen, efcaped to the con- 
tinent ; others took fhelter in fan£tuaries ; and 
others concealed themfelves in the country. In 

•• Rym. Fad. torn. x». p.ao4. ^ Id. ibid. 

^ Hally f.x6« 9toir> p.4^5« HolingflL p. 1403. Hfft. .Croyl. 
p. s^t* 
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this manner was this formidable infurre^ion ter- AJ>.Z483. 
minated in a few days, and without a* blow. *• '^ — ^'^^ 

In the mean-time, the Earl of Richmond had ^cii- 
been very a^ive ; and having got together a JJ^JJ. 
fmall army, and a fleet of forty (hips, he failed 
from St* Maloe's, October 12. But on the next 
day his fleet was difperfed by a violent ftorm, 
which drove the greateil part of it back to the 
continent. The Earl's (hip weathei:ed the dorm, 
and approached the coaft of England near Poole, 
where he hovered feveral days in expedlation of 
being joined by the refl^ of his fleet. Being dif- 
appointed in his expectation, he found himfelf 
under a neceflity of abandoning his enterprife; 
and in his return, he was obliged to land in Nor- 
mandy, where he received the difagreeable news 
oiTthe diiperfion of his friends in England^ and 
on his arrival in Britahny^ he there found the 
Marquis of Dbrfet, and many other fugitives. ^* 

Richard, tranfported with joy at fo many for- PuniA. 
tunate events, marched from Salifbury, Novem- 
ber 2.p at the head of a gallant army, and pro- 
ceeded to Exeter, reducing all thofe parts to order 
2nd fubmiffion, and punilhing (bch of the leaders 
of the late infurre6tion as had been apprehended. 
Amoiigft thefe was his own brother-in-law. Sir 
Thomas St.Leger, who was, with feverd others, 
executed at Exeter, though great interefl was 
made^ and a great fum of money was oflered for 
his life ^% The number of perfons executed 

^ Hift. Crofl. P.56S. 7> iiL ibid. 
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'^.i4«3. on this.occafion was not very great; as all 
' yeomien and common people were pardoned by 
the proclamation^ and many of their leaders 
efcaped beyond fea, or into fan6luaries, which 
every where abounded, and were efteemed in- 
violable. 
^"K"*- Richard, having reduced all to quiet, re- 
Weftmin- Warded and fent home a great part of his nor- 
*«r. thern troops, on whom he had chiefly depended '*. 

He then returned towardis the capital, and was 
met at Kingflon by the mayor and aldermen, 
with about 5.00 citizens, nobly mounted and 
richly drefled, who conducted him through the 
city to Weftminfter, where he celebrated the 
feaft of Chriilmas with great pomp. ^' 
A.D.ut4^ Richard feemed now to be firmly feated on 
n^t. ^^ throne, all his powerful enemies being either 
laid in the dull,, or driven out of the kingdom. 
He wifely embraced that opportunity to call a 
parliament j.becaufe he well knew, that in thefe 
circumllances he could eafily influence it to do 
what he plcafed. This parliament met at Weft- 
ininfter, on Friday, January 20., and made 
feveral good and popular laws ; but at the fame 
time effectually anfwered the political views of 
Richard, and did whatever he was pleafed to 
dictate '*. That petition which had been pre- 
fented to him when he affumed the government, 
was now converted into an a6l of parliament, 
declaring the marriage of Edward IV. and Lady 
Grey illegal, and all their children baftards, and 

; »- Htft. Cfoyl-^ p. 570. « IiL ibkl. TtJimi f. %^ 

^ StatutM at Lai:^ yQL%^j^S4* 

fet. 
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fettling the crown on Richard and his pofterity ^*. jld. u^ 
Many of the? members (lays a contemporary hif- ' — ^^"~' 
torian) were influenced by fear to give their con^ 
fent to thjlt aa^*: All perfons of any note, who 
had been concerned in the late infurreftions^ 
were attainted, and their ellates confifcatedj 
which brought a prodigious acceflion toth of 
power and wealth to the crown. " 

.During the £tting of this parliametit^ one day o^xh. 
in the month of February, Richard aflembled all 
iiie members of both houfes in a certain room 
in his palace, ami there produced to them, in 
writing, an oath to fupport the fucceflion of his 
fon, Edward Prince of Wales, to the crown, 
which he engaged or obliged them all both to 
fwear and fubfcribe. '^ 

This parliamentliad the cruelty (at whof^ infli- TheQueen 
gation it may be ealily guefled) to ftrip the Queen- |f*^ ^* 
dowager of all the ellates that had been fettled 
upon her by the late king, and confirmed to ber 
by parliament ^^ That unhappy Princefs^ re- 
duced to poverty as well as overwhelmed with 
diigrace, and feeing no profpe6t of relief from 
either, began to Men to Richard's perfqafions, 
to leave the iandtuary, and to put herfelf and her 
five daughters into his hands. To encourage her 
to do this, he took a folemn oath in the houfe of 
. peers, March i., — ^*' That if (he would come to 
•* him out of the fan6luary at Weftminfter, he 
^* would provide for her and for her daughter^ as 

^ Parliament. Hift* voLa« p*385> &c. 

7* Hift. Croyl. p. 570. ^ Id. ibid. t^ Id. ibid, 

^ Buck, »pud Kaaietf p. 5^8, ffoiu* 
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AJ3.Z484. " his kinfwomen ; and they fliould be in np dan- 
'"""'"^^ " ger of their lives : and that he would allow her 
"700 marks a-year, and her daughters 200 
** marks a-piece for their portions in marriage, 
*• and would take care to marry them to gentle- 
** men *°/* How diflionourable a tranfaftion was 
this ! A king of England fwearing before his Ipi- 
ritual and temporal lords, that he would not 
murder five innocent young ladies, the daughters 
of his own brother, and of their late fovereign ! 
How pitiful a provifion did Richard propofe to 
make for his unhappy nieces, who he knew had 
lately flood contra6ted to the greateft princes in 
•Europe; and yet fuch was the diflrefs of the 
wretched Queen, that fhe accepted thefe humi- 
liating terdis, and trufled her own life and the 
lives of her daughters to the fecurity of Rich- 
ard's oath. 
Death of Richard foon found that the greatefl profperity 
Edward could uot fecure him from the deepeft diflrefs. 
^^^ Afler the diflblution of parliament, he made a 
progrefs, with his Queen and court, into the 
north J and at Nottingham received the affli6live 
news that his only legitimate child, Ed ward Prince 
of Wales, on whom he doted, had died at Mid- 
dleham caflle, April 9., after a ftiort illnefs "'. 
Both Richard and his Queen were fo much 
affe6led with this news, that, as a contemporary 
hiftorian tells us, they almoft run mad. "* 

** Buck, apud Kennet, p. ja8. Note. *' Hift. CroyL p.571. 

" Id. ibid: This is a literal traoilation of the words of the hifto- 
rian of Croyland, who lived at no great diftance from Nottingham» 
and had probably heard of fome of their a^ons or words, which 
indicated that the excefs of their grief had in fome degree difordered 
their minds. 
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Richard was foon roufed from this exceflive fof'- a.d.i4S^. 
row for his fon, by receiving intelligence from E^JridT^ 
his ambaflador at the court of Britanny, that the Richmond 
Earl of Richmond and the Englifh exiles were f^*^^ 
meditating another attempt againll his govern* 
m^nt. To prevent, if poffible, that attempt, he 
dire&ed his ambaflador to renew his negotiations 
with the Duke of Britanny, or rather with his 
favourite Peter Landois, for the delivery of the 
Earl of Richmond into his hands. Francis 11. 
Duke of Britanny, the generous protedlor of the 
exiled Earl, bad for fome time been in a declining 
flate of health, which had impaired his capacity 
for bufinefs, and made him commit the manage- 
ment of all his affairs to his favourite, who was at 
length overcome by the fplendid offers of the 
King of England ; and a bargain was ftruck 
for the Surrender of the Earl of Richmond '^ 
Though this negotiation was conducted with 
great fecrecy, John Morgan, Bifliop of Ely, got 
a hint of it, which he communicated to the Earl, 
who fled into France, and was followed by the 
Englifli exiles '*. The fugitives were kindly re- 
ceived by Madam de Beaujeu, who had the 
chief dire6lion of the affairs of France, during 
the minority of her brother Charles YIIL; and 
were encouraged to hope for affiftance. 

In the mean-time, Richard, not trailing wholly Rkiumi's 
to his foreign negotiations, made every poflible ^^^^ 
preparation for giving his enemies a warm recep- 
tion, if they landed. To fecure the attachment 

'^^Argentri, Lz3.c.ft6» 

^ Id. ibid. Philip de Commesy 1*5. czg. p.437* Hifloire 
Fnnoe, pw Garnier, torn. 29. p. 3949 &c. 
T 4 
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A:ai494* of the Yorkifts, lie declared his nephew, John de 
^'~' '^' la Pole, Earl of Lincoln, eldeft fon of his fifter 
Elifabeth, and of John Duke of Suffolk, his heir 
and fucceflibr \ That he might have no other 
enemies upon his hands, he concluded a truce 
with James III. KJng of Scotland, for three 
years, September 2 1 • ; and at the fame time, a 
marriage was agreed upon between James Prince 
of Scotland, and his niece Ihe Lady Ann of Suf- 
• folk "\ To gain intelligence of the defigns of 
his enemies abroad he employed many fpies — 
he fiationed men and horfes on all the principal 
roads in England, at the diftance of about twenty 
miles from one another, to bring him the news 
of any landing on the coafts, or commotion in 
the co'untry — and he fitted out a fleet to guard 
the feas. To increafe the zeal of his northern 
friends, on whom he chiefly depended, he granted 
them many of the forfeited eftates in the ibuth, 
on which they fettled^ and a^ed as fpies upon 
their difaffe^ed neighbours ''^ Having taken 
, thefe prudent precautions, he returned to Lon- 
don, September 29., and celebrated the feaft 
of Chriftmas at Weftniinftcr, with uncommon 
iplendour." 
AJ).i485. On Epiphany,. January 6., . as Richard, in bis 
^^ bv ^^y^^ robes, with his crown on his head, was cele- 
h^^ brating that fefl:ival, he received intelligence 
icncc. from one of his fpies abroad, that the Earl of 
Richmond would moft certainly invade England 
next fpring or fummer. He affefied. to rejoice 

'* Buck, p,535. w Rym. F«d. torn. i%. v,%$s* &c. 

w mk. CroyU p. 5^71. ** Id. ibid. 
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at this news, as it would give him an opportunity AD.i4«5« 
(he faid) of craftiing.all his enemies. But when '^ ''^'"^ 
he came to enquire, he found his exchequer was 
iow, and that he was but ill provided with the 
fiuews of war. For though he had fupprefled.the 
late infurredtions without any expence of blood, 
it was not without much expence of treafiire, of 
which he had not been (paring. To replenifli 
bis exh^ufted coffers, he had recourfe to that 
modeof raifing money called benevolence^ againft 
which an a6l had been m^de in the very laft par* 
liament ^^ This meafure was as imprudent as it 
was illegal : elpecially as the perfons employed by 
him to folicit, or rather to demand thefe benevo- 
lences, a£led, as it is faid, in a very tyrannical 
manner j which diminiihed Richard's popularity 
in fonie part of the kingdom, and increafed the 
prevailing odium againft him in others. ^ 

The Queen-confort, who had for fome months Rkhan! 
been in a declining ftateof health,diedMarchi6.; F^P®^ 
and though Richard hath been boldly charged by the Pria- 
many of our hiftorians with the guilt of haften* f^^*^ 
ing her deatli by various means, there is cer* ' 
tainly no evidence that he committed that crime'^ 
He was not however ignorant, that the plan of 
his enemies was, to unite the houfes of York and 
Lancafter,byamarriage between theEarlof Rich- 
mond and the Princefs Eiifabeth, eldeft dau^ter 
of Edward IV., and that all Richmond's hopes d 
fucdefs depended on the execution of that plan* 

^ Statutes at Lar^ey yol.2.p.54« 
^ HifLCroyU p.57i» 57»* 

*' Id. p. 572. Hall, f,24, 25. Stow, pM<^7* Rapin* voLx. 
jp. 644« See Mr. Walpole's Hi^ric Doubts, p« 74* 
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Ajy^u^s* Being now a widower, he formed the defign of 
^~ ~^'^ defeating that fcheme by marrying the Princefs 
himfelf ; and we have even fome reafon to believe 
that he had formed that defign when he faw his 
Queen in a languifhing way ; and that he had 
conveyed fome hints of his intention to the Prin- 
cefs, who had appeared at court at Chriftmas 
every day in the fame drefs with the Queen '*. 
However that may be, it is certain, that kings 
court the fair with great advantage, and the luf- 
tre of a crown is apt to dazzle the brighteft eyes. 
Both the young Princefs and the Queen her mo- 
ther confented to this unnatural alliance, with a 
man who had done them the moft cruel injuries, 
but now enticed them by the moft tempting pro- 
mifes« The Queen communicated the defign to 
her fon the Marquis of Dorfet, who was at Paris 
with the Earl of Richmond, and intreated him to 
, return to England to receive the honours that 

had been promifed him by Richard. '^ 
£^^ The news of this intended marriage alarmed 

Rkkmond the Earl of Richmond, and made him haften his 
j(^^^ preparations for invading England. He had 
haven. been lately joined by the brave John de Vere, 
Earl of Oxford, who had been twelve years a 
prifoner in the caftle of Hams in Picardy-^by 
Sir James Blount, governor of that caftle — Sir 
John Fortefcue, porter of Calais — and by feve* 
ral young Engliih gentlemen, who were ftadents 
in the univerfity of Paris; who, with the Eng- 
li(h exiles and about acoo French adventurers, 
made up an army of about 3000 men'*. With 

9' HiiLCroyL p.57». »* id.i|,[d. »♦ Polidore 

Vii:gil. p.5»6, 5»7. Hall, £.25. Stow,p.468. 
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this fmall army, Henry Earl of Richmond failed /ld.uZs- 
from Harfleur in Normandy, Augufl i .jand landed ' '"^^ 
at Milford-haven on the 7th day of that montb.^* 

Though Richardhad received intelligenceof the Richard's 
intended invafion from his fpies, he never could ^'^' 
difcover in what part of the kingdom his enemies prepm- 
defigned to land j which threw him into great per- ^'^^ 
plexity. Hismind was alfo haunted with torment- 
ing doubts and fears of the infidelity of almoft all 
around him; and he knew not whom to truft. His 
fufpicions were particularly flrong of his great 
friend Thomas Lord Stanley, Conllable of Eng- 
land, becaufe be was married to Margaret Coun- 
tefs of Richmond, his competitor's mother ; and 
though that nobleman made the flrongeft profef- 
fions of loyalty, he was obliged to leave his eldeft 
fon George Lord Strange, as a hoilage, before be 
could obtain permiffion to go into the country to 
raife his followers. Having fent his chief confi- 
dent,LQrdLovel,toSouthampton,toequip a fleet, 
he took his Aation at Nottingham, from whence he 
iflued proclamations to all his fubje^ts to join his 
(tandard, denouncing deftru6tionon thofewhodid 
not obey ^. Here he received the news of the 
landing of his enemies, and of the fmallnefs of 
their number, and contented himfelf with fending 
orders to Sir Walter Herbert and Rice App Tho- 
mas, two powerful chieftains in Wales, to raife 
their followers, and drive the invaders out of the 
kingdom '\ But he paid dear for this contempt 
of his enemies. He lent his commands to Lord 

» Hift. Croyl. p. J73- ^ W- *>d- '^ Id. ibid. Hafl, f. a?^ 
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AJ).X4S5, Stanley to join him immediately with his troops; 
' ^ but that nobleman pretending that he was ill of 
the fweating.ficknefs, which raged at that time, 
begged a fliort delays His fon. Lord Strange, at- 
tempting to efcape from court, was apprehended 
and brought back ; and, to fave his life, difco- 
vered his father's defigd to join the Earl of Rich- 
mond, and at the fame time engaged to reconcile 
and bring him and his forces to Richards ^' 
Jf^^ As foon as the Earl of Richmond landed, he 

mond'a fent meflengers to his friends to collefib their fol- 
W^v^ lowers and come to his affiftance ; and having re- 
freSied his men, he marched to Haverford-weft, 
and from thence to Pembroke and Cardigan ; at 
all which places be was joyfully received. Here 
he was joined by Richard Griffith and RichardApp 
Thomas^ twoWellh gentlemen, with their friends. 
Though he had hitherto received no great ac- 
ceffion of ilrength, he had met with no oppofi- 
tion ; but he was now informed that Sir Walter 
Herbert and Rice AppThomas,with a confiderable 
body of men, were at Cairmarden, determined to 
obftru6l his progrefs ; which caufed a great alarm 
in his little army. He found means, howiever, to 
prevsul upon Rice App Thondas, by a proroifc of 
the governnient of Wales, to join him with his 
followers; which fo much difcouraged Sir Walter 
Herbert, that he fufiered him to pafs without any 
moleftation^. The Earl then proceeded upon his 
inarch, and at Newport in Shropfhire, he was 
joined by Sir George Talbot, at the head of 2000 

f Hift. Croyl. 11.573. •» Hall, f. 47. 

men. 
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men, the Vaflals of his nephew the young Earl of aj>.z485. 
Shrewlbury, which made his army amount to more ^'^"-^ 
than 6000.*°° At StaflFord he had a private inter- 
view with Sir William Stanley, Lord Stanley's bro- 
ther, who had raifed 2000 men ; and at that inter- 
view the future motions of Liord Stanley and Sir 
William were contrived in fuch a manner as to 
make Richard believe they intcjnded to join him, 
and at the fame time to have it in their power to 
join Henry, when they could do him the mod ef- 
fectual fervice"'. In confequence of this concert. 
Lord Stanley, whowasatLichfield with5ooo men, 
evacuated that place, and retired to Aderftone 
at the approach of Richmond ; which made the 
King give credit to his profeflions of loyalty* 

When Richard received intelligence of the de- Battle of 
feCtion of Rice App Thomas, and the inadlion of BoTworth, 
Sir Walter Herbert, he began to apprehend that 
this inyafion would prove more dangerous than he 
had imagined. Though many of his forces were 
not yet arrived,'he marched from Nottingham to 
Leiceiter, at the head of an army of about 1 5,000 
men ; which (if the troops had been all hearty in 
the caufe, and he had been joined by Lord Stan- 
ley, and his brother Sir William, as he expiedled) 
was more than fufficient to have crulhed the Earl 
of Richmond and his adherents. On Sunday, Au- 
guft 22., he marched out of Leicefter, in great 
pomp, witli the crown on his head, and encamped 
that evening at the abbey of Merrival, not far 
from Bofworth "*. The Earl of Richmond en* 

'^ IbJiiftij. -6to«> p.469, !^ U. ibid. 

camped. 
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AJ).m35* camped, the fame evening, fo near, that feveral 
^' ^ gentlemen deferted to him in the Dight ; which 
filled the royal army with mutual diffidence 
and fufpicion. On Monday, Aiiguft 23., both 
princes drew up their troops, each in two 
lines, to decide this important quarrel. Lord 
Stanley took his ftation on one wing, oppofite to 
the interval between the two armies, and Sir Wil- 
liam Stanley on the other. The battle was begun 
by the archers of both armies ; but foon became 
more clofe. Richard's troops in general, it is faid, 
difcovered no greatfpirit or alacrity ; and the Earl 
of Northumberland and his men did not ilrike 
one ftroke. But it was Lord Stanley who, by falU 
ing pn the fiiank of the royal army, turned the ba- 
lance in favour of the Earl of Richmond. When 
Richard obferved this, and difcovered his rival at' 
no great diftance, he determined to piit an end' 
to the conteil by his own death, or that of his 
competitor: and, putting Ipurs to his hdrfe, at- 
tended by a few of his mod gallant followers, xriit 
his way through every obftacle, unhorfing Sir 
John Cheyne, and killing Sir William Brandon, 
Richmond's ftandard-bearer, with his own hand. 
But when he was on the point of aflaultmg 
Henry's perfon (who neither courted nor de- 
clined the combat), he was overwhelmed by num« 
bers, thrown to the ground, and flain, in the 
thirty-fifth year of his age, when he had reigned^ 
two years and about two months. '**' 
CoofiN Though this was one of the moll decifive battles 
that ever was fought, it was neither long nor 

^^ HQI^Oo7Up.574* Fabiiii»f.s»7. Hall,f.jj. Stow»p.47o. 
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bloody ; about one thoufand (accofding to the A.D.;48i. 
moft probable accounts) beiif^g flain, on the van- ^-""v— ' 
qoUfaed, and very few on the vi6lorious iide ''^. 
Of the great men among the loyalifts, fell John 
Howard Duke of Norfolk, Walter Lord Flerrers of 
Chartley, with a few knights and gentlemen '*"% 
SSr William Catefcy, one of Richard's greateft 
confidents, was taken, and, with a few others, be- 
headed. The King's body was ftripped naked^ 
tied acrofs a horfe behind one of the heralds; 
and carried to Leicefler, where, after it had been^ 
expofed to the view of the public for a few days, 
it was buried in the chureh of the Greyfriars with 
very little ceremony, "°* 

Richard III» if we may believe many of ourchanaer 
hiftorians^ was a kind af monfter, botli in mind ^^' 
and body. " The tyrant King Richard (lays John 
" Rous of Warwick, his contemporary) was bom^ 
" at Fothringay in Northamptonihire. Having 
" remained two years iii his mother's womb, he 
'< came into the world with teeth, and long hair 
« down to his (houlders'*'^** What he adds is pro- 
bi^ly morie agreeable to tralJi — " He was of a 
'* low flature, having a fhort face, with his right 
'< ihoulder a litUe higher than his left ;" a pifiture^ 
which was wrought up into abfolute deformity by 
fubfequent hiftorians, but contradifled by the tef- 
timony of an eye-witnefs of undoubted credit'**'. 

•'♦ Hall, f. 33. '°' l^e Duke of Norfolk was wamed 

of lib danger that morning by the following lines : 
John of Norfolk be not too bold, 
Dicken thy mafter is bought and fold. 
"^ Sandford, p. 434* '"^ T*Roffii apud Lelaod Heik Itin. 

Tol. xo» p.axi* '*^ The Couttteft of Defioaond*' 

That 
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Ap.i4Zsr That he poffeffed perfonal courage in a v^y high 
degree, his enemies could not deny, though they 
confefled it with reluctance. " If I may venture 
** to fay any thing to his honour, though he was a 
*« little man, he was a noble and a valiant fol- 
«« dier. ***** He was much admired for his elo- 
quence and powers of perfuafion^ ^hich were 
almollirreiiflible, efpeciallywhen they were aided 
by his bounty, which, on fome occafions, was ex- 
ceflive '^^ His underilanding was certainly good; 
but he was rather a cunning than a wife man, 
impenetrably fecret, and a perfect mafter of all 
the arts of diflimulatipn. Ambition. was his rul- 
ing paflion. It was this that prompted him ta^ 
fupplant his helplefs nephew, in order to feize 
his crown ; and when he had formed that defign, 
he feems to have ftuck at nothing to fecure it& 
fuccefs. That he was guilty of the cool delibe- 
rate murder of the Earl Rivers, the Lords Grey 
and Haftings, becaufe he apprehended they 
would oppofe his attempt upon the throne, can- 
not be denied. That he murdered alfo his two 
nephews, Edward V. and the Duke of York, or 
one of them, I do not affirm, becaufe I cannot 
prove it j and all the accounts that are given of 
the circumftances of the death of thefe twa 
princes, I confefs, are liable to great objections *". 
But though all thefe accounts may be falfe in 
fome particularsj the principal fa6l may be true ; 
and it is certainly not improbable. 

««» T. Roffii Hift. p. ai8. "<» Hift. CroyI, p.cc;., 

V See Mr. V^TalpoIe's Hilbric Doubts, p.5X, $^, 
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CHAPTER I. PART II. 

The Civil and Military Hiftory of Scotland, 
from A.D. 1399. to the acceffioa of James IV., 
A.D. 1488. 

SECTION I. 

From A. D. 1399. to the acceffion of James II., 
A.D. 1437. 

ROBERT III. , the fecond prince of the family ajd. 1399. 
of Stuart, had been leated about nine years ' — "» — ■* 

Robot lU 

on the throne of Scotland, at the acceffion of 
Henry IV. to that of England'. Robert was a 
good rqan, of a mild and gentle fpirit ; but having 
been rendered lame by the ftroke of a horfe, iiji 
his youth, he affefted a retired life, and com- 

' See vol* 7* b«4*ch.z. § $, 
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AJ>.X399. mitted the adminiilration of affiiirs to his brother 

^^'"^ ~ Robert Duke of Albany. * 

Death o£ The profligacy of David Prince of Scotland 

^™^ and Du^e of Rothfay gave great concern to his 
royal parents, brought ruin on himfelf, and many 
calamities on his country. He was contracted, 
A.D. 1400., to the Lady Elifabeth Dunbar, 
daughter of George Earl of March, and fome 
part of the lady's fortune paid. But Archibald, 
called The Grimy the rich and potent Earl of 
Douglas, interpofed, alleging that the contra^ 
was illegal, as the nobility had not been confulted; 
and making an offer of his own daughter, the 
Lady Marjory with a larger fortune, his offer was 
accepted, and the marriage celebrated in the 
caille of Bothwell ^ Matrimony made no refor- 
mation in the manners of this unhappy prince. 
On the contrary, after the death of his mother. 
Queen Annabella, he became more and more 
licentious. The King had committed him to the 
care of certain noblemen, who were conftantly to 
attend him, to reftrain his fallies, and attempt his 
reformation ; but they loon refigned their charge 
as hopelefs. By the advice of Sir William Lind- 
fay of Rofly, and Sir JohnR^morgency, two of his 
^ouAfellors, the King fent a mandate to his bro- 
ther the Duke of Albany, to put the Prince under 
confinement for fome time, in hopes that by this 
a6l of feverity he might be reclaimed. The gen- 
tlemen who gave this advice^ being no friends 
to the Prince, carried the mandate to the Duke, . 

' .Scoticfonicoii» lib. 15. c.T4« < Id. ibid» c 10. 

and 
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and both prompted him to and affifted him in its A.d.moi'. 
execution. The Prince was accordingly appre- '-""^~'-^ 
hended as he was on his way to St. Andrew's, with 
a few attendants, to take poileflion of the caftie of 
that city for the King, on the death of the late 
Bifliop Walter Trail. He was kept a few days in 
that caftie, and from thence conduced to Talk- 
land, and confined in a fmall room in the palace, 
where he died on Eafterday, A.D. 1401.^ The 
manner of his death is not certainly known. It 
was given out, that he died of a dyfentery ; but 
it was rumoured, and generally believed, that 
he was ftarved to death. 

This affair was agitated iq a parliament held at AD. 140a. 
Edinburgh in May A. D. 1402.; and by a folemri P*^^* 
aft under the great feal, it was declared — that 
the Prince had died hy Divine Providence y and no 
otherwi/e^^ that the King and parliament ap- 
proved of his imprifonment as neceflary for the 
public good — and that if the King had enter- 
tained any ill- will againft his brother the Duke of 
Albany, or his fon-in-law the Earl of Douglas, or 
any of their agents, on account of their condu^ 
towards the late prince, he now aid it afide, and 
held them to be good and loyal iubje6ls *. But 
whether this a6l and declaration was obtained 
by the power, or by the innocence of the Duke 
and Earl, may be doubted. 

The Earl of March was fo much enraged at the Eari of 
affront put upon his family, by the breach of th^ A^pchr^. 
contra^ between Prince Davidand his deiughter, 

* Scokicromcoiiy ,fib.X5. c.z^.C ' SeeRraurks ontheHiAory 

of SootUad bj^Dtvid I>alrymple9.c.X9. 

u a that 
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AJ).uo%. that he retired into England, and entered into a 
^ '^" -' negotiation with Henry IV,, which terminated in 
bis (wearing fealty to that prince, who granted 
to him and his heirs the lordfhip of Somerton in 
lincolnihire, and the manor of Clipfton, for 
his life^ That nobleman then fent for his fa^^ 
mily and followers into England, and for fevaral 
years was an inveterate enemy to his country, 
guiding and affifting the Englilh in all their in- 
curOons, which were very frequent, but too 
inconfiderable to be particularly related. The 
ikioft fatal of thofe calamities he brought upon 
his country were, the defeat of the Scots at Nif* 
bet-muir, A. D. 1401., and the ft ill greater de- 
feat at Hamildon, A.D. 1402., which hath been 
already mentioned. ' 
AJ).i405. Wliatever opinion Robert III. entertained con- 
^"^* cerning the death of bis eldefl fon Prince David, 
uken. it is no wonder that he became anxious for the 
fafety of his youngeft and only remaining hope, 
Prince James. That young prince, with Henry 
Percy, heir to the Earl of Northumberland, and 
fome. other youiig noblemen, refided in the caftle 
of St Andrew's, under the tuition of that genck 
rous and hoipitable prelate, Henry Wardlaw* 
At length, the King refolved to fend him to the 
eourt of the ancient ally of his country and 
family, the King of France, that he might be out 
of danger, and receive an education fuitable to 
his rank, and the ftation he was defigned to filL 
A ihip being provided, the Prince, his governor, 

*. Rfia. Feed, torn* I. p^is j* li|* 
*^ Scotkrookoo, Li^« cajy iih' 

Henry 
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Henry Sinclair Earl of Orkney, and other af ten- AJ>. x4Ar- 
daats, embarked and fet fail for France, with — ^'~^ 
letters of recommendation to Charles VI. This 
proved* a moft unfortunate voyage; the Prince, 
and all his fuit were feized by the Engliih on 
the coaft near Flamborough-head, April 12. 
A.D. 1405., and carded prifoners to London'* 
This happened about a week before the termi- 
nation of a truce between the two kingdoms, 
and confequently was not &ii€t\y legal ; but the 
truces in thofe times were in general very ill ob« 
lerved j and nothing was more common than to 
begin hoftilities a few days or weeks before they 
expired, ^ 

Though the news of the captivity of his only AJXs4o6<' 
fon mull have been very affli6tive to the King, he P^!^^ 
did not abftain from food, and expire a few days 
after he received them,' as is aflerted by f^veral 
of our hi{lorians'^ There is the cleared evi*^ 
^ence that he furvived that event almoft a year, 
and did not die till April 4. A. D. 1406. " Hia 
chara6ter hath been already given* 

A parliament was held at Perth, in June A.D. DufceoT 
1406;, by which James I., a prifoner in England, ^^ 
was acknowledged and proclaimed King, and his 
ancle Robert Duke of Albany was appointed 
regent "♦ Befides the King, Archibald Earl of 
Douglas, Murdoch Earl of Fife, the Regent's 
eldeft fon, and many others of the Scotch Qobi- 

* Scoticron. L 15. c. i8. Winton» Annotatiooes ad Buchan. 
p,456, ' Rym. Fcsd. torn 8. p. 363. 

*^ Scoticroiu Lx5« c.z8. Buchan. I.10. 
"'Ryin*F<ed,toin*8« p.43o. Ajin«t. ad Buchan. p* 436. 
. " Id. ibid. 

w 3 lity. 
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A^i4o6. lity, knights and gentlemen, who had been taken 
'^"**^^*^ at the battles of Nifbet-muir, Hamildon, and 
Shrevvfbury, were at this time prifoners in Eng- 
land ; and the hiftory of Scotland for feveral 
years confifts chiefly of negotiations for the deli- 
verance of thefe prifoners, and for Ihort truces 
Avith the neighbouring kingdom "• The Regent 
had been fo long accuftomed to the exercife of 
fovereignty, that he feems to have contra6led a 
fondnefs for it, and difcovered no defire to pro- 
cure the* liberty of his nephew, who, for feveral 
years, was almofl entirely negledled, while the 
mod ftrenuous efforts were made for the deli- 
verance of the other prifoners* 
AJ>.i409. George Dunbar, Earl of March (who had re- 
Eari o£ ceived marry valuable grants from the King of 
turns to England, which he had richly merited by his fe"- 
§potiand. vices), on fome difguft, began to entertain ferious 
thoughts of returning to his native country ; in 
. ^ which he was favoured by the Regent 5 who, by 

his own authority, without confulting either the 
King or parliament, reftored him tahis honours, 
and the greatefl: part of his efl:ate, A. D. 1409. '♦ 
The truth is, the Regent confidered himfelf pot 
feffed of all the powers of a king without excep- 
tion ; and in a letter to the King of England, 
AJ).x4io. May 6., A.D. 1410., he ftyles himfelf, Regent of 
. Scotland, by the grace of God; and calls the 
people of Scotland his fubjedls. '^ 
.A.D.1411^ Henry IV. made it his ftudy to foment divifions 
BatUeof amongft the Scots, and ftir up enemies againft 

*^ Rym. Feed. torn. 8. '* Scoticron. lib.15. c.ai. 

'5 Rym. Feed, tom.8. p.835. 

thenar 
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them. Donald, Lord of the Ifles, who affeifted. iUD.x4ii. 
a kind of independency, being greatly enraged ^"'~^ 
againft the Regent for depriving him of the 
earldom of Rofs, to which he claimed a right } 
Henry entered into a negotiation with him as 
an independent prince, animated him tofeek re- 
drefs by arms, and promifed him his afliftance ^\ 
Encouraged by fo great an ally, Donald raifed . 
an army, took poffeffion of the difputed earl- 
dom, being favoured by its vaflals ; and find-* 
ing himfelf at the head of 10,000 men, he ad- 
vanced into - the fertile province of Moray, 
burning and plundering every thing in his way 
towards the city of Aberdeen ; with the fpoils of 
which he intended to enrich his followers^ But 
Alexander Earl of Marr having raifed an> army 
in the country between the rivers Sp6y and Tay, 
met the invaders at the village of Harlaw, about 
ten miles from Aberdeen ; where a bloody bat» 
tie was fought, July 24. A. D. 141 1., to which 
Bight rather than victory put an end. The lofi 
on both fides was fo great, that both armies re- 
treated the day after, without difcovering any 
inclination to renew the a6lion. The Regent, 
next year, purfued the L(wd of the Ifles, and 
obliged him to make his fubmiffion. '^ 

The Earl of March and his family, after their Services of 
return into their native country, were zealous ^c"^**"^ 
. and adlive in its fervice, Patrick Dunbar, one ^* 
of the Earl's fons, took the flrong fortrefs of 
Faflcaflle, A. D. 141 0., and made the governor 

*^ Rym. Foed. torn. %. p.4»8« 527. 
'' Scoticroiv l*Zi%c.ix» 
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A.D.1411. (who was a cruel plunderer of the country) pri- 
^'- v *^ ibner ; and Gavin Dunbar^ another of his fons, 
plundered and burnt the town of Roxburgh^ 
but could not attempt the caftle. '' 
Eari of After many negotiations, Archibald Earl of 

^^^ Douglas obtained his liberty j and, returning into 
Scotland, was reconciled to his ancient enemy 
the Earl of March, and joined with him in a 
commiffion to negotiate a peace or truce with 
England, in May 1411. '* 
AJD.141^ Though the Regent neglected his captive fove- 
Truce reign, he laboured cameftly to procure the deli- 
verance of his own fon from captivity; and when 
the negotiations for that purpofe were almdl 
brought to perfe6lion, they were interrupted by 
the death of Henry IV., March 20. A.D. 1413.*° 
But a truce between the two kingdoms had been 
concluded, and proclaimed May 17. A.D. 1412., 
to continue till Eafter A.D. 141 8. 
James L It muft have been very difcouraging to the 
iu-trettcd. young monarch, James I., to fee himfelf ib fhame- 
fully abandoned by his family and fubje^», as 
he was in the firft years of his captivity. We 
hear of no complaints they made of his detention, 
though it was illegal, of no attempts for his de- 
liverance, of no money remitted for his itipport, 
of no friend fent to comfort him in his diftrefs. 
He feems alfo to have be^n harflily treated for 
fome time by Henry IV., who refbfed him the 
title of King after his father^s death, and kept hioi 

" Scoticron. 1. 15. cai. Budum. lib. zo. p. z8a. 

'9 Rym. Feed. torn. 8. p. 68a. 

^ Id. ibid. p. 708. 735* tonu 9. p«l« 

a clofe 
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a clofe prifdner in the tawer of London more than A J). 141 »• 
two years*'. But it was happy for this prince ^ ' ' 
that he was blefled with an uncommon genius 
and ardent third for knowledge of all kinds, 
which enabled him to pafs his time in his con- 
finement both ufefully and agreeably, and to ac- 
quire fuch a variety of accomplifliments as few 
princes in any age or country have poffeffed. 

Soon after the acceffion of Henry V., a nego- aj>.i4i> 
tiation was libton foot for the deliverance of the Negotia- 
King of Scotland from his captivity j and a fafe- ^^^ 
condu6fc was granted by Henry, April 16. A.D. 
1413., to continue to Lammas thereafter, to five 
commifl^oners from Scotland to remain in Eng-. 
land, where they then were, to treat with him 
about that deliverance ". But whether thefe 
commiffioners were appointed by the eitates of 
the kingdom, or by the Regent, or what they 
did in confequence of their commiilion, we are 
not informed ; only we know that their negotia- 
tions were ineffefilual. A fafe-condu£t was 
granted to fix other commiffioners, July 16., in 
the fame year, for the fame purpofe ; but their 
efforts were equally unfuccefsful *^ It appears 
from (another iafe->condu6t granted to Sir William 
Douglas of Drumlanrig, December 19. in the 
fame year, that he alfo was employed in the 
laine negotiations, and continued them to the 
ill day of February 1414., when his fafe-con- aj>»m»4- 
du6l expired *♦. Thefe fa6ls iafford fuflScient 
evidence that the Scots were, at that time^ 

** Rym. Foed. tonuS* p«484* ^' Id. torn* 9. p. 5. 

*■ Id.ibid.p.40. ** Id. ibid. p. 79. 
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A.D.1414. fincerely : defirous of obtaining the deliverance 
' ^' ^ of their fovereign ; and that if the Regent did 
not promote, he could not prevent, thofe fteps 
they took to accompliCh that end. 
AJ>.i4i6. ^ After thefe efforts of his fubje£ts had failed^ 
Treaty^ james concluded a perfonal treaty with Henry, 
Henry and for permiflion to go into his own dominions, and 
James. jq fi^y in them a certain time, upon giving fuf- 
ficient hoftages for the payment of 100,000 
marks, if he did not return into England at the 
ftipulated time^ An indenture to that purpofe 
was fealed by both kings ; and Henry granted a 
commiffion, December 8. A. D. 1416., to the 
Biihop of Durham, the Earls of Northumber- 
land or Weftmoreland, to take James's oath 
that he would return or pay the money, to re- 
ceive the hoftages, and to judge of their fuf- 
ficiency. At the fame time he granted fafe- 
condu£ts to the Earls of Athol, Fife, Douglas, 
Marr, and Crawford, the BiChops of St. Andrew's 
and Glalgow, George fon and heir to the Earl 
of March, and Sir William de Graham (who 
"were probably the intended hoftages), to come 
into England *^ But after all thefe prepara- 
tions, that treaty was never executed ; and 
James continued in his confinement during the 
whole reign of Henry V. 
Etriof The Duke of Albany was more fuccelsful in 

Kei^. ijis endeavours to procure the freedom of his 
eldeft fon Murdoch Earl of Fife ; who was ex- 
changed, A.D. 141 5m for Henry Percy, grand- 

1 Rytti. Feed, toin.9. p.4i7> 4x8. 

fon 
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fpn to the late Earl of Northumberland, and fon Aj).i4i6. 
of the famous Hotfpur. ^"^ *— v— ' 

The hoftilities^ between the two Britifh na- Aj>.i4i7. 
tions on the bordiers were interrupted by frequent ^^^'*** 
truces during the whole reign of Henry V. For borders. 
it was the wife policy of that great prince to. 
keep the Scots as quiet as poffible, whife he was 
engaged in his grand undertaking of acquiring 
the crown of France. The moft confiderable of 
thefe hoftilities happened A.D. 1417., when the 
Scots in vetted both Berwick and Roxburgh at 
the fame time; but, on the approach of the 
Dukes of Bedford and Exeter, at the head of a 
formidable army, they raifed both the fieges.*^ 

But though the Scots did not give Henry V. aj>.i4I9. 
inuch difquiet in Britain, they gave him no little Scou affift 
oppofition on the continent. Charles, Dauphin *^^^'*^^" 
pf France, afterwards Charles VII., being re- . 
duced to great diftrefs by the unnatural union 
of his delirious father, his iipplacable mother, 
and his enraged coufin the Duke of Burgundy, 
with the King of England, fent the Earl of Ven- 
dofme into Scotland, A.D. 1419., to implore 
the affiftance of the ancient allies pf his country. 
The Regent and eftates, convinced that if France 
and England came to be united under one fove- 
reign, Scotland could not long preferve its inde- 
pendency, granted an aid of 7,000 men, who 
were foon raifed and fent into France, under the 
command of John Earl of Buchan, the Regent's 

^* Rym. Feed. torn. 9. p. 3*3* 3a4« 
. »7 Walling, p. 399. Drake's Hift. Anglo. Scotica, p. X96, 197. 
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AD.1A19' fecond fon, Archibald Earl of Wigton, eldeft fon 
to the Earl of Douglas, and feveral other barons. 
Thefe troops had the honour to give the firft 
check to the Englifii arms^ by the illuftrious 
vifl;ory they obtained at Baug6, a3d Marchj 
A. D. 1421. *■ The Pope> Martin V., when h6 
heard of this vi^ory, laid^ — " The Scots are the 
' •* beft antidote agalnft the EngKfti *•/• The 
t)auphin expreffed his gratitude for this impor* 
tant fervice, by beftowing the high office of con- 
liable on the Earl of Buchan, a valuable eftate 
on the £arl of Wigton, and fuitable rewards on 
the other leaders. ^ 
Death aid Robert Duke of Albany did not live to hear of 
of the ^ *^^ f^^^ acquired by his fon and countrymen, at 
Duke of the battleofBaug6; having died atStirUng,about 
^* fix months before thatadtion, in the eightieth year 
of his age. A contemporary hiftorian, who, from 
his ftation and fituation, mult have been well ac- 
quainted with him^ gives this prince an excellent 
character. " In his perfon, he was uncommonly 
" tall and handfome; his hair and complexion were 
" fair, and his countenance fweet and amiable. 
^^ He was wife in council, and brave in action ; 
" eloquent in public aflemblies, and plealant in 
^ private converfation. In his manners, he was^ 
^^ mild, affable, and gracious ; and more Iplendid 
*« and hoipitable (efpecially to ftrangers) in his 
*^ way of living, than any other perfon «'." That 
he was ambitious and fond of power, cannot be 

^ Ford. Scoticron. lib.X5. C.3X. 33* '^ 14* ibid. 

^ HiiL Fran, par ViUar^ torn. 14. p.xia. Hanie of GodTcroftt 
p« la;. ^' ScoticroQ. liU s^. c.37. 
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doubted; butwbetheror not his ambition prompt- aj>,i4w. 
«d him to put his nephew Prince David to death ^ — >f — ' 
is oneof thofe hiftorical problems that never tvill 
be clearly folved. He was fucceeded as Duke 
of Albany, and Regent of the kingdom, by his 
eldeft fon, Murdoch Earl of Fife. 

Henry V. exerted aU his policy to prevent th^ Efforts o^ 
Scots from oppofinsrhim in the execution of his Henry v. 

^ . . Vfc t to detach 

tavQurite project, the conqueft of France. In his the Scots 
fecond expedition into that country, finding an ^|^°^^ 
army of Scots in the field againft him, he fe^t auiaoce. 
for his prifoner, the King of Scotland, in hopes 
that his peribnal prefence in his army, and the uie 
of his name, would prevail upon his fubje3:s to 
return hoate. But in this he was diiappointed. 
For. though the leaders of the Scots profefied 
the bigheft regard for the perfon of their King, 
they denied that he could command his fubjeds» 
or that they were Jbound to obey him, while he 
was a prifimer. The prefence, however, of the 
King of Scotland in his army, fumilhed Heiiry 
with a pretence of puttting fuch of the Scots as 
fell into his hands to death as traitors ^' ; £px 
which, if they had been really traitors, the King 
of England had no right to punifli them. Henry 
employed intrigues, as well as feverities, to de^ 
tach the Scots from the fervice of the Dauphin. 
He granted a Me-conduS; to Sir William Dou- 
g^ of Drumlanrig, at his camp befiire Milun, 
Auguft 30. A. D. 1420., to come and converfe 
with him about certain afiairs ; and having con- 
verffsd with him, he granted him another fafe* 

*' ScoCiaoiL lib.15. C34. 

condufit) 
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conduft, September 7., to go into Normandy to 
converfe with the King of Scotland '*. The fub- 
jefts of thefeconverfations or negotiations are not 
certainly known ; but it is moft probable that they 
related to that very extraordinary treaty that was 
finally concluded and fealed, at London, May 30. 
A. D. 142 1., between Henry V. and Archibald 
Earl of Douglas. By this treaty the Earl of Dou- 
glas, at the earned defire and command of his 
fbvereign King James, engaged to ferve the King 
of England all his life, againft all men, except tiie 
King of Scotland, with 200 men at arms, and 200 
archers,at the i^ual wages,and a penfionof ji?2oo 
a-yearj and the King of England, in confequence 
ofthisfervice, engaged to permit King James to 
vifit his dominions for a limited time,within three 
months after the return of the two Kings from 
France, for which they were to fet out in a few 
weeks ". From this remarkable treaty (which 
never was executed)^ it plainly appears that King 
James earneftly defired to detach his fubjeSis 
from the fervice of the Dauphin, in order to ob- 
tain hisown liberty. It further appears, that King 
James actually engaged feveral of his barons to 
come over to him, with their followers ; as Alex- 
ander Lord Forbes, with forty men at arms, and 
fixty other attendants; Alexander de Seton, 
Lord of Gordon, with twenty men at arms, and 
fixty other followei^ ; William Blair, John Win- 
ton, and William de Fowls, each with a certain 
pumber of men^*. But the great body of the 

** Rym. Foed. tonu zo. p.i8» 19. 
/* H. iM. p.x^5. *♦ Id.a»d. IK ». issf 154. 174. 
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barons and people of Scotland adhered iteadlly AD. 1431. 
to the Dauphin, and contributed greatly to his ' — ^""^ 
prefervatioQ. 

Murdoch Stewart Duke of Albany, and Regent AD.i4«j. 
of Scotland, was a weak prince, and had little au- Treaty for 
thority even in his own family. .Fatigued by the iJ^e V*'" 
affairs of government, for which he was unfit, and King 
haraffed by the turbulent Ipirit of his three fons, *^*"**': 
he began,.it isfaid, earneftly to defire the deliver- 
ance of the King. This much at leafl is certain, 
that negotiations for that purpofe commenced 
foon after the death of Henry V., and the return 
of King James from France. A fafe-condu6l was 
granted. May 12. A.D. 1423., to William Biihop 
of Glafgow, George Earl of March, Sir John 
Montgomery of Ardroffane, Sir Patrick Dunbar 
of Bile, Sir Robert Lawdre of Edrington, Sir Wil- 
liam Borthwick of Berth wick, and Sir John Forftar 
of Corftorfin, to come to Pomfret, to treat about 
the deliverance of the King of Scotland ". The 
commiffioners appointed by the Englifti council 
were the Biihops of Durham and Worcefter, the 
Earls of Northumberland and Weftmoreland, Sir 
Richard Nevile, Sir Ralph Cromwell, Sir Thomas 
Chaworth, and two other gentlemen. The in- 
ftrufilions given to thefe commiflioners, dated 
July 6., contain fome curious ipecimens of that 
chicane and artifice fo common in fuch negotia- 
tions. King James was to be at Pomfret in the 
time of the treaty j and the Englifli commiffibners 
are inftrufted to make great difficulty about al- 
lowing the Scots commiffioners to have a private 

^ Rjm. Fad. tonbio* p.48^* 
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A.D.z4a3. conference with him ; but at lad to graat it as a 
^ mighty favour. They are alfo inftrufted to de- 
mand if4050oo, for the expences of King James's 
maintenance in England ; but if they could not 
obtain that fum, to accept of j(?36,ooo, which 
was at the rate of ^2000 a-year, equivalent to 
about i&ao^ooo of our money at prefent. They 
are further dire6fced, when the Scots commif- 
fioners were in good humour, to introduce a dif- 
courfe about a perpetual peace» or long truce be- 
tween the two nations, and of a marriage be- 
tween King James and fome Englifh lady^^ 
The King of Scotland was conduffced to Pomfret, 
where fome progrefs was made in the treaty 
which was adjourned to York, where it was con- 
eluded, September 10., on the following terms: 
1. That King James ihould pay to King Henry 
j6'4o,ooo (equivalent to about 4^400,000 at pre- 
fent) for the expence of his maintenance, &c. 
in England; by annual payments of 10,000 
marks ; unleis the Duke of Exeter Ihould pre- 
vail on the King and council of England to 
remit the lail 10,000 marks. 2. The Scots com- 
miffioners promifed to deliver fufficient hoftages 
for the fecurity of thefe payments ; but becaufe 
they could, not then give in the names of thefe 
holies, it wjts agreed, that King James fliould 
be at Braunfpath, or Durham, on the id day of 
March enfuing, to hold conferences with the 
nobility of his kingdom concerning that matter. 
3. Becaufe the marriage of the King of Scotland 
with fome lady of Engkind, might contribute 

.^ Rjnnci* Feed. tom«zo. p. 294. 
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to promote peace between the two nations, it A.D.i4»> , 
was agreed, that the Regent of Scotland ilioirfd^-*'^^'"^. 
fend commiffioners to London, before the 20th 
of Oftober, to treat on that fubjeft. " 

It is remarkable, that the word ran/bm is never No ranfom 
ufed in all thefe negotiations for the deliverance ^«"^»«^^- 
of King James ; and that at a time when no pri- 
foner of importance was releafed without paying 
a ranfom proportioned to his rank and wealth. 
This caution of the Englifh commif&oner^, in 
avoiding to demand a ranfom, was certainly in- . ' 
tended to avoid all difcuffions about the legality 
of his capture, and. was a tacit acknowledgment 
of ita illcjgality. 

After the return of King James from York to Hofbgw, 
London, attended by his commiffioners, feveral 
additional ftipulations were agreed upon, Decem- 
ber 4; A.D. 1423., chiefly refpe6ling thefecuri* 
ties to be given for the payment of the 0^40,000. 
Particularly it was agreed, that each of the four 
towns of Edinburgh, Perth j Dundee, and Aber- 
defen, Ihould give' a bond to the King of Eng- 
land fot 50,000 marks'; which bonds were to be 
delivered up as foon as the ^40,000 was paid. 
Several regulations were made, concerning the 
hollages^ who were all to live at their own ex- 
pence ; iarid the following lift of the intended 
hoftAges, with the annual value of t^ieir eftates^ • - » 
was given In to the Englifh council ; which ex- 
hibits a curious view of the. circiimfl^hc^s of 
many of the great^ families of Scotland at that 
-time. * 



^ Rym. Ffci torn. to. p^ a99i ioo. 
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AJ>.X4»3. 

Thomas Earl of Moray, - - - 

Alesumder Earl of Crawford^ *» 

William Earl of Angus, 

Malice Earl of Stra&eme, 

George Earl of Mardi, or his eldeft fbn, 

David, eldcA fon of the Earl of Athol, 

or his fon and heir, - - 5 

William, conftable of Scotland, or his" 
, fon and heir, - - - 

Robert Lord Erlkine, 
Robert, mariflial of Scotland, or his "^ 

fon and heir, - - - 5 

Waltar, Lord of Dyrleton, or his fim^ 

and heir, - - - 3 

John Lord Seaton, or his fon and heir, 
Sir John Montgomery of Ardroflane, 
Alexander Lord Gordon, 
. Malcolm Lord Bygare, 
Thomas Lord Yefter, 
John Kainedyof Carrick, 
Thoitiafi Boyde c£ Kihnamock, or his") ^^33 

ion and heir, - - - 5 

Patrick Dunbar, LordCumnock, or his") ^^^j 

fon and heir, - - 5 

James Lord Dalkeith, dr his eldeft fon, 1500 10,000 
Duncan Lord of Argyle, - - ijoo 10,000 

John Lyon of Glaumis, - . - 600 4000 

. AJ).i4»4' Some changes were made in the above lift be- 
2J^ fore the hofl^ges were afilually delivered at Dur- 
ham, March 28. A. p. 1424. ; when twenty.feven 
of the reprefentatives or heirs of the beft families 
in Scotland voluntarily furrendered themfelves 
prifcmers for the deliverance of their King '\ 

^ Rym. FceO. tonu |o« ]f^oh l^^ 
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The Regent's three fons were adverfe to that Al^it4H^ 
meafure, and decHned being hoftages; which was ~^ ~^ 
probably one caufe of that feverity with which 
they were treated by James after his reftoration. 

The affair of King James's marriage was foon Efa^ * 
fettled. He had long before fixed his affeaions ^^^ 
on the Lady Jane Beaufort, a lady of great 
beauty, and one of the neareft female relations 
of the King of England, being grand-daughter to 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, by his fon 
John Beaufort, Earl of Somerfet. Their nuptials 
were folemnized February 22., and the day after, 
a difcharge, under the great feal,sWas granted t6 
James, of the lafl 10,000 marks of the ^^40,000 
he had engaged to pay to England. ^^ 

King James and his young Queen, a few days King 
after their marriage, fet out for Durham, where ^''^^^ 
they arrived, according to flipulation, about the 
ift of March. JameS was there met by fii^ty-five 
of the* chief noblemen and gen.tl6men of big 
kingdom, and fpent the whole .month of March 
in fettling every thing neceffary to his deliver* 
ance. Amongft other things, he gave in to the 
Engiifli commiffioners four bonds» from the towns 
of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen, 
for 50,000 marks each, being the^whole fum due 
to England, after dedu6ling the 10,000 marks 
already difcharged ^\ He gave alfo his own bond 
for the whole fura of ^40,000. ^' He further 
fiirrendered the folio witig twelve hoftages,rianied 

^ JLfBU Foed. twauio^ p».ja2» ^ Id. ibicl^ p*394« 3a6f 
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A«D«i4a4* in the above lift^ viz. David, eldeil fon of the 
Earl of Athole, the Earls of Moray and Craw- 
ford, Duncan, Lord of Argyle, William, elded 
fon of Lord Dalkeith, Gilbert, eldeft fon of Wil- 
liam, Conftable of Scotland, Robert, Marilhal 
of Scotland, Robert Lord Erfkine, Walter Lord 
Dirleton, Thomas Boyd Lord of Kilmarnock, 
Patrick Lord Cumnock, and Alexander Lord 
Gordon ^*. Nine of thofe named in the above 
lift declined being jtioftages, or were on fome 
accounts excufed ; and, in their roQm, James 
delivered the following fifteen lords and gentle- 
men, with a fchedule of the anniml value of their 
eftates : 

William Lord Abemethy, 

James Dunbar, Lord Frendrath, 

Andrew Gray of Foulls, 

Robert Lord Livingftone^ 

John Lindefay, 

Robert Lord Lifle, 

James Lord of Caldorj 

James Lord of Cadzo, 

William Lord Ruthvane, 

William Oliphant, Lord Aberdalgy, 

George, heir of Hugh Campel, 

Robert, heir of Lord Maitland, 

David Mienzies, 

David Ogilby, 

David, heir of John Lord Lyon, 

Many of our prefent nobility will be pleafed 
to fee the names of their remote anceftors, in 
this lift of illuftrious patriots, whorefigned their 

<; Rjrm. Foed. tom.io. p-ja;. 
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own liberty, to procure the freedom of their AJ>. 14*4. 
fovereign and the good of their country. ^— y-^ 

All thefe hoftages took a foleran oath on the Rigour of 
goQ)els, that they would remain in the cuftody of t^^f^ 
the King of England till every thing agreed upon 
was fully executed. They were then put into the 
^ftody of Sir Robert Hilton, flieriff of York- 
(hire, and foon after committed to the tower of 
London, the caftle of Dover, and other prifons 
in the fouth of, England, at a great diftance from 
iJieir friends and country♦^ In a word, the coun- 
cil of England a6);ed with great rigour in the 
whole of this tranfa6tion, and took every pot 
fiWe advantage of their having the perfon of the 
King of Scotland in their pofleflion. But gene- 
rofity in political negotiations between hoftile 
nations, is a very uncommon virtue. 

Befwe King James left Durham, he concluded Trucewith 
a truce with England, March 28.^ to continuefrom ^^i^^ 
May I. A. D. 1424., 'to May i. A. D. 1431.^ 
From this truce, the Scots army then in France, 
<;ommanded by the Earl of Buchan, Conftable of 
France, the Earl of Douglas, Duke of Touraine, 
and feveral other chieftains, was exprefely ex-' 
cepted. 

All thefe tedious tranfa6Hons being at laft Kmg 
finiflied,King James, with his Queen, and a nume* ^^ "* 
reus retinue of his fubje^s, fet out from Durham, Scotland, 
in the beginning of April A. D. 1424., and was 
efcorted to the border by the noblemenand .een- 
tlemen of the north of England *^ He took a 

^ Rym. Feed. torn. lo. p. 335, 336, &c 

** Id. ibid. p.S«9>5cc. p *' Id.ibid.'p.33«. 
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JU).X4M* folemn oath, on the gc^pela, at Ketroft, April 5*, 

^"^"^ to perform every tbiog to which he had agreed ^, 
•and, by eafy journies, arrived at Edinburgh three 
days after, ' where he was received with every 
pofl^ble demonltration of joy, by great rnolti- 
tudes of his fubjei9:s, aflembled to behold tlMir 
fovereign, returned from a cruel c^tivity tf 
nineteen years. ^' 

J*°^ The neceflary preparations being ntade. Jamas 
and his Queen were crowned at Scoon, May si^ 
. by Henry Wardlaw,Bi(hop of St. Andrew's. The 
late Regent, Murdodi Duke of Albnny, though 
certainly no favourite, was peroiitted to pc^orm 
the honourable office which belonged to hi«a is 
Earl of Fife, of placing the King in the throne. ^ 

State of When James had leifure to examine his afl^ira, 
he found them in a mod deplorable difi>r4^. 
The two RegentQ, by their exceffive grants, in 
order to gain friends, had alienated fo much of 
the crown lands, and even gf the private, patrt* 
mony of bis family, that he was (6 far from being 
ahle to pay the moqey owing to EQgland, that 
Jbe could hardly fuppoit his hoqfehold in a man- 
x»r fuitable to his dignity. The reins of govern- 
ment had alfo been fo much relaxed by the Rea- 
gents, efpecially by Duke Murdoch, that the 
country was a fi:ene of anarchy and confufioi^, 
over-run by fierce and lawlefs pliindi^rers^ who 
rambled about in grea<} bodies lived at fref 
quarters, aod tocjc what they pleafed*^ 

** Rym. Feed. p. 343*344. ^^ Annotations in fiijchan. p. 43 7. 

^ Scoticron. lib, z6. c. ». ^< P^Uament i% Jao^e^J. chap. 7* 

' To 



Digitized by 



Google 



<%• I. fLz. § i. ePfVL AliS> UXLtSklCt. V| f 

To remed^f tbefe and many other difbrders, as A3>.x4S4. 
well as to raife mcHiey t6 pay the debt owing to ]^^y~*^, 
England, James held a parliament, which met at ment. 
Perth, May 26. A.D. 1424., in the nineteenth 
year of his reign, though only five days after hia 
eoronation ^^ This parliament affigned the 
greater and ihialler cuftoms, and the rents due by 
burghs, for the flipport of the royal houfehold;— >^ 
a^^^inted an inqoeft to be made by the iheriff itK 
eaich (hire into the lands that had belonged to the 
erown in the three preceding reigns, in order to' 
^ve refemption of fiich as had been aUenated ; -— 
add impofed a tax of one (hilling in the pound on 
rents and goods for two years, drawn oxen, rid- 
den ho.r(es, and houfebold furniture excepted, 
for the payment of the debt to En^and« «' 

This tax, being unu(iial, was unpopular, and hjy.uis* 
paid with great reludlance. In the firft year it ^^^^*^^ 
yielded only 14,000 marks, equivalent to about 
5^90,000 at prefent ; but in the fecond year it 
yielded much le(s», and excited great difcontents 
among die common people **. This obliged 
King James to defift from that mode of raifing 
money, put it oiit of his power to be pan6tual 
m his payments to England, and detained the 
hoft^es in that country, at a great expence^ 
longer than was intended; To render that hard- 
(hip more intolerable to particular perfons, thefe . 
homages were exchanged from time to time, ae^ 
cording to an article in the treaty, for othersi 
whofe eftates were of equal value. " 

'^ Fufiauoientxfty Jaiiie8l.chap.7. '* Id. c. 8f 99 so. 

** Scodcroa|lib.z6» c.9. ^ Rym.F«d. Lzo* p*245— ^9* 
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A^,x4<^* James very fbon began to difqoitr^r his animo- 
fidinjT-^ ^^y againft ike £imily of the late Regiept, by 
tion of the caufing his eldefl fon, Walter, to be arrefted and 
^y ioiprifoned. May 13. A.D. I424.^* But he did 
not flop there ; for on the ninth day of his fecond 
parliament, March 21. A.D. 1425., he cau^ 
Dul^e Murdoch himfelf, Alexander his fecond 
(on, Duncan Earl of Lenox, his father-in-law^ 
Y^ith no fewer than twenty-four pther lords and 
gentlemen, who were friends and favpi^r^rs of his 
family, to be arrefted^^ All tbefe prifoniers 
Y[QTe foon fet at liberty, except the Duke, his 
two fons,and his father-in-law, the]^£|rl of lieqpx, 
who were condu6ted to Stirling, where they 
were tried, ^ondemneid, and executed. May 24* ; 
but for what crimes we are not informed. Their 
/ trial, however, vas cpndu6led with greati5?Jem- 
nity, and feveral lords, fat as thqir , ju4g!Qs, who 
were their near relations, and had beei;i la1;ely im« 
prifoned as their friends ; which Qiakes it pro- 
bable that their condemnation w^s fxot unjuft. ^^ 
Inftirrtc- James,the youngeft fon of theDuke of Albany, 
made his efcape from this general wreck of bis 
family } and having coUe^ed a band of defperate 
followers, which in thofe times was not difficult, 
be burnt the town of Dumbarton, and there 

Sf Scoticron. Iib.x6. c.9. 

'* Id. CIO. Bowmakery tlie tontemporaiy hiiloriaiiy It muil be 
coufeflkly 16 a very nnfafe guide, being a carelers, ill-mfbnned wri- 
teri who feeibs to have written £ram his menioiy» In the lift of 
thefe lords, he names Alexander Seaton Lord Gordon, who, we 
know^with certainty, was then a prifoner in'thecaftle of York* 
Rym. Feed. torn. xo. p 349. 

^* Scodcron. Iib.z6* czo. '. 
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killed Sir JFobn Stewart of DundotaaM, the Ai)-x4ftx^ 
King's najtpral uncle, with tbitty^twaof his inen« ^-*'v?^ 
But the Kinghaviqg fent fome Ibrqes in purfuifc 
of the infurgentsi the Lord James, with his tutor, 
fliqlaW) Bifhop of Argyle, fled into Ireland, 
where they both died". Three of his natural 
fons, Andrew^ Arthur, and Walter, long siflec 
came into Scotland, were legitimated by their 
relation, James III. A. I). 1479., and loaded 
with wealdi and hodQurs. ^^ ' ' r 

. . By the annexation of the caftles and eftates of James's , 
the Albany family to thp crown. King jAmes.ac^ prafpoitf. 
quired a coniiderable addition both of pdwie^ and 
wealth; which.. enabled him to a^ with gofeater 
authority, ;and to live with greater i^endour^ 
The birth; of his eldeA daughter, the Priocefs 
Margaret, about the beginning of A. ^..142$.^ 
added to his felicity*". . ; 

King James convened his parliament at Perth, ad.u%6^ 
March 11. A.Di. 1426, in which many excellent P^^^^^- 
laws were made, which iet both the wifdom "*^ 
and patriQtifm of this prince in the faireft point , , ^ 
of view'^. But in that ftate of fociety it wa? 
very difficult, if not impoffible, to execute fome 
of thefe laws, efpecially in the highlands. ^ 

King James, knowing that his prefence was ad. 1417. 
neceffary to give authority to his laws in theun- James at 
civilized parts of his dominions, commanded the ^"^'*™^ 
caftle of Invernefs to be repaired, and kept his 
court in it^ in fummer A. I). 1427., to which he , . 

*7 Scoticron. Iib.x6. c,io. '* Annot. in Buchan. p. 458. 

^ Scodcron. Ud.x6. czz. ^ Black AAs^ Parliament 3. 
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AJ>.i4»7. invited all the chieftains in the neighboufing 
^'"^""^ counties, received them with great civility, and 
entertained them with great hofpitatity, without 
expreffing any diflatisfadtion at the difi^ders 
which had reigned in thofe parts. The report 
of this behaviour encouraged thofe who had' been 
moil guilty to come to the caftle, to partake of. 
the royal entertainments. But when about fifty 
of them were in the caftle, the King commanded 
thje gates to be (hut, and made them all prifeners^ 
Three of the moft noted robbers, A^xander Ma- 
erory, John Macarture, and James Campbell, 
the leaders of numerous bands of ptnnderei^, 
were put to death ; others were committed to dif** 
ferentprifons; and thofewhowere moft innocent, 
or rather, leaft guilty, were difmifled with fiiit- 
ableaiimonitions ^\ On this occafion, the King, 
it is faid, pronounced the following Latin liaes : 

'Ad turrem fortem docamus caute cohortem 
PerCliriftiibrtem» ineraenrnt lu<(iiUiMrtim. • 

2^ ^ Alexander Lord of the Ifles and Earl of Rofi, 
RoAiin. and his mother, were among thofe who were 
v^^"^^^ made prifooers at this time. But aftet the Earl 
had been detained a few weeks, he was admo- 
niihed by the King to behave in a more orderly 
. and fubraiffivd manner for the future than he had 
done formerly, and then fet at liberty •*. Alex- 
ander, SLi we (hall foon fee, paid little regard to 
tiie royal admonition. 
AD.i4«8. Charles VII. King of France, being reduced 
'iVeaty to great diftrefs by the fuccefs of the Englilh 

with 
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arms, feet the Arcbbtihop of Rheixns, and John AD.r4«t. 
StewBTtf ix)rd Dwrnley, who commanded the re- ^^"/^'"~^ 
AmiQs of the Scots army in France into Scotland, 
A.D. I42&8.) to folidt fuccours ftom bis ancient 
ftllies. The ambaffadors, according to their in- . 
ftrtt^iops, propofed a marriage between the 
Dauphin and the Prlncefs .Margaret, James's 
feldeft daughter, though they were both in tbeJr 
jnfiincy. This marriage, after fome oppofitioli 
£rom thcife who &voured this Englifh intereif, was 
concluded on the following terras: — That the 
young Princefs 0iould be fent into France, with 
an army ot' 6000 men for her fortune -^ that fl^ 
fliould be married to the Dauphin when of a pro- 
per age--^ that if ihe came to be quein of France, 
fte fliould baye as large a doWry as any forroet 
quew-r- if Che was only dauphipefsv (he (houid 
have a dowry of 15,000 livres— with various 
fttber articles;, all very favouraiile to the Princefk 
To oWerve and fulfil this treaty. King James, his 
Qoeeii, mid chief nobility, to(Jc afolemn oath be- 
fore the French amba^dors, July 27. A. IX 
1428. ; and Charles took a fimilar oath in O^n*- 
bet, before amba£(adors from Scc^and. Still 
fur^r to attach the King of Scotland to his in- 
terefty Charles granted to that Prince^ and Ins 
hfticsrsoi^, in lilovember the fame year^ the eari- 
doti of Xftintonge and lord&ip of Rochfort^ with 
tbepriivilege of paying their homage by proxy. ^ 
. Tb^ £ngliih~minifters,haidng received intelli- AJD.ut^. 
gf»c^ of tWs treaty, becaxne afqnrehenfive of a J^^^ 
breadk with Scotlsmd, which at that time would Cardinal of 
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.iUXi4»9* have been very inconvenient To prevent this, 
^^"^'^-^ Henry Beaufort^ the rich cardinal of Winchef*' 
fer, who was uncle to the Qoeien of Scotland, 
bad a perfonal interview with King James, at 
Durham, in the beginning of A.D. 1429. ; in 
which, it is probable, he prevailed upon him to 
keep the truce with England, and to delay (btid- 
ing the Princefs his daughter, and theftipulated 
foccours, into France for fome time**. It is at 
lead certain, that the Princefs and thefe fuc* 
cours were not fent till fome years after. 
Infurrac- Alexander Lord of the Ifles and Earl of Roft, 
^^^^ ever fince he was fet at liberty, had been medi- 
^^ tating irevenge for the affront of his imprifon- 
ment ; and having colle^ed all his ftrength, he 
took and burnt the town of Invernefs, but failed 
in his attempt upon the caflle. The King, having 
raifed an army with great expedition, purfded 
the Earl into Lochaber, defeated and difperfed 
his army, June 23. A.D. 1429., and obliged him 
to fly to the Ifles. There he remained fbme 
dme^ uncertain whether to retire into Ireland, or 
to throw himfelf on the King's mercy. At 
length he adopted this laft meafure, came pri- 
vately to Edinburgh about the beginning of 
A. D. 1430., threw himfblf on his knees before 
the King, as he was at his devotion in the chapel 
of Holyroodhoufe, and implored his mercy. The 
King at firil feemed:dii|9ofed to treat him with 
feverity *, but at the eamefl; intreaty of the Queen^ 
who was prefent, he granted htm his life, and 
lent him prifoner to the caftle of Tantallon/^ * 

** Rym*F«d. Uio« p.4ol« .^ Sootkrtn. Ub.16. c.z6. 
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The defeat atad im{)rifoomeDt of the Eurl of JkthoAi^ 
Rofe did not imiMdiately reftore tranquillity to ^— ^^— -* 
the highlands and iilands^ whofe iubal^tant^^ in M^nZ- 
thofe Umes, were ex^ceedingly fierce and turhut tion. 
kat A chieftain, muned.Donald Ballocb, nearly 
related to the impriibned Earl, having colle6led 
the friends and followers of the family, invaded 
the continent, furprifed the Earls of Mar and 
Caithnefs, flew the latter, and obliged the formet 
to fave himfelf by flight. Elated by this fuot 
cefs, he deftroyed the country with fire and 
fword; but on' the approach of the King at the 
bead of an army, he was abandoned by his fyiy 
lowers, of whom 300 were taken, and hangedt 
Donald made his efcape into Ireland, where he 
was ^a after killed, and his head fent to tJie 
King,^ 

In the midft of thofe tumults, the Queen wag Birth of 
delivered of two fons, at Holyroodhoufe, O^o^* *^<> 
ber 16. A.D. 1430., who were foon after named ^""^^ 
Alexander and James. The King knighted the 
two young princes at the font,. and with them a 
confiderable number of young noblemen and 
gentlemen of the beft femilies ^\ Prince Alex* 
ander di^d in hk infancy, but James furvived, 
»od fiicceeded his father. ■ 

As the truce between Eq^^mdand Scotland TnK;e 
**is now near expiring, the council of En^nd ^^^^ 
granted a oommifiion, Jannaryji4. A.D. i43o#^ 
to the Bifliops of Durham and Saliftury, Uenxy 
£^lof Northmnberlapd, th$ Lords Sccoppe and 
Greyftoke, and four others, to treat with cert^n 

» ^ . corn- 
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AJXX450* commiffioners from ScoUand, about prolonging 
'^■^•^~*~ the expiring troce^ making a new truce, or con- 
cluding a final and perpetual peace, by the in- 
tervention of msirriage, or any other honourable 
means ^*. From hence it is highly probable, that 
the Englifh council had inftru£ted their commif- 
fioners to endeavour to perfuade King James to 
break his engagements with the Dauphin^ and 
gave his daughter in marriage to the young King 
of England. But in that attempt, if they nmde it, 
they did not fucceed. After a tedious negotia" 
tion, a truce for five years was concluded De- 
cember 15. A.D. 1430., to commence May i. 
A.D. 145 1, (when the former truce ended), and 
to continue to May i. A. D. 1436.*^ By a re- 
markable article in this treaty, it is provided, that 
if either of the kings fent troops to the affiftance 
0f an enemy of the other king, that other king 
' might feize them in going or returning, or deftroy 
them when they were in the ftrviceof his enemy '**• 
This uncommon article was certainly inferted at 
tlie requilition of the King of Scotland, that he 
might be at liberty to fend the ftipulated fuocours, 
with the Princefs his daughter, into France. 
AJ). 1431. From the moment of King James's return into 
^U^ Scotland, he feems to have bad two great objefts 
jZm. i^ view—- 1 • to recover and increafe the domains 
cithB crown-^a. to eftablifli the authority of the 
laws, aiid reduce all his fubje^s to order and 
obedience. In both tbefe deigns (which were as 
difficuit as they were neceflary) be had nowmadte 

^ Rym* Feed. torn. xo« p.44S. ^ Id* ibid, p. 484, ftc 

^ Id. iUA.j^49^ by miSato of tl»prfiita^ fir 4t^ 
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Digitized by 



Google 



Clix. PI.S. $,!• CIVIL AVD mUTAVLY. jlj^ 

coofiderable progref^; but he had ftill ttiuek to ADa^u 
do, and proc^ed^id with gre<tt wifdom and finritt '- ^"^'"^-^ 
To deliver the coontry, particularly the north/ 
from thofe numerous bands of fierce and lawle& 
plunderers with which it was infeiled, he wifely 
encouraged their mutual feuds, and employed 
one of them to deftroy another. The clan Qhat- 
tan almoil extirpated the clan Cameron on Palnei 
Sunday, A.D. 1430*; and the year after, two 
famous robbjers, Angus Duff and Angus Murray^ 
at the head of their feveral bands, fought a kind 
of pitched battle in Strathpaver, with fuch im* 
placable fury, that only nine furvived ot' both 
troops, though at the beginning of the a&ion 
tbey had cobfifted of feveral hundreds. ^' 

After the conclufion.<^the truce with£nglan4» AJ>.i4Si* 
und the d^ftru^ion of thde plunderers, iSicotland 2?^[^|^ 
eiyoyed a coDiiderable degree of peace and pro- fbrfeitcd* 
fperity ibr fbveral years. Tlie King, not con* 
tented with the ellates of the family of Albany, 
which he had annexed to the crown, began to 
lay claim to feme others, particularly to that of . 
Qeorge Dunbar Earl of March, which had bfe9 
forfeited by the Earl's father, but had been re- 
ftored by tiie Regent Robert DuKe of Albany, 
and peaceably enjoyed by- the prefent po^iTor 
above twenty years* The ground oq which the 
King claimed th^tt eftate was this-^tbat the Re^ 
gent had qpt ppwer to. pardon a^ traitor,, or. r^eh 
ftore a forfeited eftate. The King broHght that 
affair btefore a parliament, which met at Perth, 
Jamuary io» A.D. 1435. *^^^ parliament ap* 

pointed 
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AJ>«X435* pointed the following* members to be a com« 
^"^^"'^ mittee, to hear parties, examine evidence, form 
an opinion, and report, viz, the abbots of Scoone 
andlnchcolm, John Stewart provoft of Methven, 
Robert Stewart of Lorn, Thomas Sommervile of 
Sommervile, Walter Halyburton, John Spens of 
Perth, Thomas Chalmersof Aberdeen, and James 
Parkley of Linlithgow, The committee having 
heard the advocates for both parties, and maturely 
deliberated on the whole s^ir, laid an opinion 
before the parliament; which being adopted, tlie 
following fentence Was pronounced : — *♦ That in 
•' confequence of the forfeiture of George Dan- 
*' bar, late Eaii of March, the earidom ef March 
*« belonged to the King ^*/* It is highly pro- 
bable that the King was provoked to this feverity 
by the difcovery of a fufpicious intercourfe be- 
. tween the Earl of Dunbar and the Englifli coun- 
cil, of which fome evidences are ftill remaining/' 
Kiiig re- King James about the fame time refumed the 
fumes the earldom of Strathearn, on this ground,, that it 
^^StoSi- ^^^ ^^^ granted by Robert II. to David bis 
earn. elded fou by his fecond marriage, as a male-fief, 
whith (hould revert to the crown on the faihiri 
of heirs-male. David had left only one daughter, 
married to Sir Patrick Graham of the family of 
Kincardin, who enjoyed the title and eflate of 
•Strathearn to his death, and was fucceeded in 
■both by his fon MaKce, from whom they were 
now refumed. As Malice was the King*s near 
relatibn, and had beien a hoflageftfr htm iti Eng- 
land, he granted him the e*iritA>i^of Monteitb, 

7' Black A^ ^-aa* ^ Viilb Rym.^wd. torn. zo. p.6zS. 6%t. 
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to mtke him fome amends for the lofi he^ kad AD.1435^ 
fuftained. But this did not fatisfy hit uncle ^*'**^*^^ 
Robert Graham, a man of ftrong, or rather, fii- 
rious paffions, who meditated a fevere rer^nge. 

It is difficult to diicover the reafimswhy the Dt^hat\ 
Priiicefi of Scotland, and the ilipulated fuocours^ 1 
had not been fent to France long before this time^ 
according to the original treaty. It is probable, 
however, that this delay was by mutual confent; 
as it did notocca£on any breach between tiiecon- 
tnUfting parties. It is even probable that fome 
part of the fuccours liad been fent in finall-bo^ 
dies to efcape the EqgliflK In the beginmog of 
A. D. 1435., amba^&dors arrived froin France, to 
folicit the full accojnplifliment of the treaty; and 
qot long after the Lord Scroope came ambafiador 
from England to negotiate a perpetual peace be- 
tween the two Britiih nations, to be cemented by 
a marriage between the King of England and 
the Princeis of Scotland. To fiicceed in this ne- 
gotiation, he made the moft tempting offers of 
giving up Berwick and Roxburgh, and all the 
lands in debate between the two kingdoms. 
King James laid this important affair before his 
parliament, in which it occaiionied warm debates 
for two days. The chief fpeakers in favour of 
adheru^ to the French alliance were the abbots 
of Scoone and Inchcolm ; and the great advocate 
for the alliance with England wits John Fogo, 
Abbot of Melrofs. One of the difputants hath 
preferved the principal arguments on both fides, 
and they are really ingenious ^\ At ' lad the 

'* Scodcron. 1. 16. €.23. 
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Aj)4X43^ iFrtndi inter^ prevailed^ and all the oAvs of 
^"""^^**' Englaiid were rejefiked, which d»w threatt-fipoai 
Lord ScTDOpe, that the Englifli would mtemipt 
the principat on her voyage* '^ 
AJ>is4a^ Undifinajed by thrfe tkteats, James, hamsg 
^^»^- prepared a fleet of nine great fiups^ fent away hk 
dai^hter^ attended l^ a fpleodid trato of ladies, 
kardg^ aad gentlemen, with about a thou&nd 
tsoopti. The Englifli fleet that put to fea to in- 
tercqpt this ftaall fipiadrcn, wa& defeated by the 
CaftiUans, and the Sootearrived fiifis at RocfaeUe, 
in the ijpring of A« D. 1436. i and about two 
tnopths after the Princefr waa married 'to the 
Dattpfain^ at Tbuta^ June a5«, with great potap*^"^ 
Aaion at* The r^^on of the Englifli propofids pi^ 
Pepperdin. iduced hofldhtiea between the t;wo nations at the 
expiration of the truce. May i., A. D. 143& 
Soon after, Henry Percy,. Earl of Northumber- 
land, at the head of 4000 men, was met by 
William Douglas, Earl of Angus, attended by 
an equal number of his follow ws, at Peppeniin, 
near Cbiviot, where a fierce encountet eniied, 
in which many brave men were killed on^ both 
fides." 
Stfge of King James, having fpent the fummer in ntf 
Roxbuigiu iDg an 9rmy, invefted Roxburgh about the be> 
ginning of Augoft, and puflied the fi^e with 
great vigour. But when the place was on tbe 
point of furrendering, it was relieved in ^ v6ty 

7' Scoderon. I.i6. c.aj* 

7^ Id. ibid, c 12. Annotat. in Buchan. p. 439. 
- ^ Scoderon. 1.16. c 25. Abercrom. vol. 2. i^t^^, Thkhpn* 
bably the adlion celebrated ia the famous ballad of ChiTiot-chaie. 
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extraordinary mann^. The Queen arrived in aj3.s4i6. 
the camp by hafty jom^ies^ and acquainted the '— -v— -^ 
King, that a phit was fbnned againil his life, of 
which file could difoover no particulars. James, 
knowing tbril many of his Wons were iecretly 
diffatisfied with bis ineitfures, was feized with a 
panic, and without allowing himfelf time to re- 
fleSly inftantly difbanded his army, and retired 
with great precipitation t6 his fayourite refi- 
dence, the Cartbuflan monaftery at Perth, which 
he had lately founded. '" 

In this plaee, Jadtoes, not knowing whom to AD.u^y. 
tmft, lived in greater privacy than was fuitable ^^^ King 
to his ftation,orconfiftent with his fafety, which "'**^'^ 
facilitated the execution of the plot againft 
him. This plot was formed by fo few, that it 
was kept with impenetrable fecrecy ; and the 
principal per£>n$ eoncerned in it were fo neariy . 
connefted with the King by th^ ties of blood, 
that they were not in the leaft fofpe^ed. Waiter 
Eal^l of Athol, the King's uncle, was the chief 
confpirator, infatuated, as it is mdl probaUe, by 
a ?am hope, and blind ambition, of obtaining 
the crown. He eafily.engs^ed in it his own 
graacUbn and heir, Robert Stewart, who refided 
at court, and was in favour with the King ; and 
Robert Graham, uncle to the Earl of Strathem, 
ade^rate difcontented man, who was capable 
<rf the moft atrocious deeds. Graham came to 
PerA, attended by feven of his moft refolote fd- 

'^ Buchan* 1. 10. p*i95. The account given of this fiege by 
Bownuikery a contemporary hiftorian, is perfe^y abfurd and iacre* 
#le. ScQ|icron.Ux6« c«a6. 
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AJ).i437. lowers, after it was dark, on February 20*, 

^-"~^-' A. D. 1437., and was fecretly admitted with 
them iiito the palace by Robert Stewart* As 
the King and Queen were at fupper in profound 
fecurity, with very few attendants, Walter 
Straton, a cupbearer, going out of the room to 
bring fome wine, difcovered armed men in the 
paflage, and gave the alarm, by crying. Traitors! 
Traitors ! But it was too late. Having ipftantly 
difpatched Straton, they rufhed into the.King's 
apartment with their fwords drawn. The Queen, 
attempting to fcreen her beloved cpnfort, was 
wounded, and torn away ; after which the King 
was cruelly flain and mangled by no fewer than 
twenty-eight wounds. '^ 

Hw cha- Thus fell James I., in the thirty*fecond year of 
his reign from his father's death, and the thir- 
teenth from his coronation, and the forty-fourth 
year of his age, by the hands of barbarous^ and 
cruel aflaifins. It is impoflible to enumerate and 
defcribe the various virtues and accomplilhments 
of this prince, without greatly exceeding the 
bounds commonly allowed to characters in hif- 
tory. But I may be the fhorter on thofefubjeCts 
in this place, becaufe.I (hall have occafion to 
confider his accompliihments as a legiflator, phi- 
lofopher, poet, mufician, and artift, in the fubfe- 
quent chapters of this book. In his perfon he 
was rather belo<v^ the middle fize, but uncom- 

^ mbnly ftrong, and no lefs agile ani adtive. 

'* His bones (fays a contemporary hiftorian, 
^^ who was familiarly acquainted with him,) were 

^^ Scoticron. 1 16. c.^ z 7. Buchan. 1. lo. p. 196 • 
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<< To great, and his joints fo firm» that he chaH A4>«t437. 
" lenged the biggeff and ftrongeft men to *— ^^— ^ 
^\ wreftle, and dreaded hothiiig fo mucb^ as that 
'* they fhouI4 remember he was a King^ when 
" they were engaged with him in thefe'ftrug- 
** gles. He putted the ftone, and threw the 
" mell, further than any other man ; his was 
" an admirable archer, and excelled in run- 
" ning, riding, tilting, and every martial and 
"manly exercifeV But the virtues of his 
mind were ftill more confpicuous than the per- 
feftibns of his body. He was eminently pious^ 
according to the mode of the times in which he 
flouriihed ; and though he blamed his anceftor 
St. David for building nionafteries, he could riot 
abftain from' imitating his example*'. INp prided 
was «ver a greater lover of juftice, which .he 
executed wirii the mod intrepid impartiality upon 
the greateft, ^hen they injured themeaneft of 
hisfebje6ts^'. Though be was naturally brave and 
warlike; he cultivated peace with all his neigh? 
hours, as that was neceiTaiy to the execution of 
the defigns'he had formed for the improvement 
of his dominions, and civilization of his fubje£ts. 
Hewas a fond hufband, an affedlionate parent, an ' . 
indulgent mafter, an agreeable companion, and, 
in a word, one of the beft men and greateft 
princes that ever reigned in Scotland. 

Though many of his fubje€ls did not relifh the PauSfh- 
ftri6lnefs of James's government, and fome of "^^^ <^ 
them had fuffered in their fortunes by his re- ^ 

. ^ Scotkron. L16. c.»S. *' Id. ibid. c.x& 

'' I4.ibid. c.a«. 
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AJ>.x4iy* finnpt»xi of the crown lands ; yet as ibon as the 
news of his death reached them, their complaints 
were all fupprefled, and notiung was heard but 
their lamratations. They discovered die warmtb 
of their efteen and love to their murdered ibve- 
ceign by the ardour with which they purfued, 
and the feverity with which they punifhed, his 
HRiiderers, Hone of whom eTcaped the fate they 
merited* The two chief conI|)irator8, the Eari 
of Athol, and Robert Graham, endured a variety 
of tortures for three days, which are too ihock^ 
ing to be related ; and yet fo defperate a Ipirit 
had the laft d' thefh, tiiat, being aflced in the 
midft of his tortures, How he dared to kill the 
King ? he replied, ^ I dare to leap irom the 
^ higheft heaven into the lowed helL" '^ 

His liTue. James L Wt one (on, of his own name ; and 
five diujghters, viz* Margaret, mahried to Ae 
Dauphin of France ; Ifafoel, to France* Duke of 
Britanny ; Jean, fiicceffiveiy to the Earls of 
Angus, Huntly, and Morton ^ Helenor, to Sig^ 
tnond Duke of Auftria; and Mary, to John 
liCHrd of Campvere and Zealand. 

** Abatromby^ tol.9. p.3089 30$. 
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SECTION IL 

From the accefflon qfjamesll. to theaccejfhn ofjtmeilll^ 
A-D. i4(Jo. 

TAMES IL was only fix years and four months ad, 1437. 
^ old at the death of his illuftrious father, an4 T^^^ 
was craiyned in the Abbey of Holyrood-bouiiey *"** 
Mar<:h 20. A, D. 1 437.9 being the firft day of ^ 
parliament which met at Edinburgh for 4^he tcial 
pf the regicides^ and the fettlement of the adr 
miniftration during the Kill's minority. Archi- 
bald Duke of Touraine and Earl of DougUa^ 
who wa3 by far the mod powerfiil iubje^ in 
Scotland, was appointed lieutenant of the king^ 
dom ; and the cuftody of the. King's peribn, and 
the ddminiftration of the civil government^ were 
committed to Sir Alexander Livingfton of Cal- 
lender, and Sir AVilliaim Crichton of CrichtoOp 
two g^itlemen who had been mi^ch efteemed 
and employed by the late king, ' 

Though no trace fubiifted at this time be^ Tmce 
tween England and Scotland, there was a total j^^ ^"S* 
ceflbtion of hoftilities, neither of ^em being in 
a condition to moleft the other. To fecure 
the continuance of this tranquillity, which was 
equally beneficial to botb nations, ^ commiifion 
was granted by King James II., November 30. 
A.D* 1437*9 to the Lords Gordon and Mont- 
gomery^ John Methven provoft of Lyocludea* 
John Vauffe, Efq. to negotiate a truce with 

' Black AAsy f.a6. Abescrontby/toUa* p«3i9* Annot. m 
Buchan. p.44o. 
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Aj).i438. cotnmiffioners of the King of England. Con- 
."'"^~^~' ferences were aceordfngly held on that fubje6t 
at London^ and a truce concluded, March 31. 
A. D. 1438., for nine years, viz, from the ift of 
May in that year^ to the ift of May A.D. 1447.* 
Confii.^ Archibald Duke of Touraine and Earl of Dou- 
°°* ** glas; who was the firft of the Scots confervators 
of this truce, died about three months after it 
was tnade ; and foon after his death all things 
fell into confufion'. This was partly owing to 
rile youthful arrogance of his fon artfd fucceffor, 
William Earl of Douglas, and partly to the vio- 
letit difcord that arofe between ^the governor 
^ Livingftone and the chancellor Crichton, who 
were men of abilities^ but exceedingly ambitious 
and interefted, eaeh ftriving to fupplant the 
other, and ingrdfs all the power and emolu- 
ments of adminift ration* The chancellor had 
pofleflion of the King^s perfon and the cafUe of 
Edinburgh, while the governor refided with the 
Queen-mother in the caftle of Stirling ; and 
whatever edi6ts the one publiihedi, the other 
cbntradi6led ; and whoever obeyed the one was 
puniihed by the other ; which threw the country 
into great confufi on.* 
AJ).i4j9« The Queen-mother, who was a princeis of 
b^u^*"^ great addrefs, came from Stirling to Edinburgh, 
Stiriiog. ^ with a fmall train to vifit her -fon, and enquire 
after his health. The chancellor could hot with 
decency refufe her admittance to the caftle; and 

. * Rym* Feed. t. lo. p. 688—^695. 
^ Hume of Godfcrafty p. 144. 
^ Buduux. lib. zz. Pitfcottie, p.4, 3. 
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Ihe behaved to him. with ib much affability, and A^4i4;3^ 
made fo many profeffloA^ of efteem and good* """^^ 
willy that he entertained no fufpicion of any ill 
defign. When her plot was ripe for execution, 
ihe told the chancellor that ihe defigned to go 
on pOgrimage to the White Kirk of Buchan, to 
pray for the health and profperity of her fon ; 
and that ihe would cany nothing with her but 
two chefts, containilig her clothes and a few ne- 
ceflaries. The King, with his own confent, 
was placed in one of thefe ch^ls, conveyed out 
of the caftle to Leith, and put on board a ihip, ' 
if! which the Queen immediately fett fail for 
Stirling; where ihe was received by the gover- 
nor at her landing, and with her fon cooda£te4 
into^tiie caftle, amidft the loud acclamations of ' . 
the people. * * . / . 

•Ttie governor having the King in hispoiTeffion, CouncU at 
determined to puih his advantage i^inft his rival ^^*^^' 
as far as poffible. With this view, he fummoned 
a kind of parliament, or great council of his 
^ partilans, probably that which met at Stirling, 
March 13. A,D, 1439., in which an a6l was 
inade againfl fuch as held out caftles againft the 
King\ In this council it was propofed and at 
laft refolved, to befiege the chancellor jn the 
caftle of Edinburgh ; and the Queen, to encou- 
rage them to engage in that enterprife, prpmifed 
to furnifti the army with meal during the iiege*^ 

The chancellor, forefeeing the approaching Meflkge to 
ftorm, fent a meffetiger to the Eari of Douglas, J^^^^ 

' Pitfcottie> p. 3. Buchan. lib* zz* p. 19S. 

« Black Ads, f. »6. p. a. ^ Pitfcottic, p-j. 
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4J^«i4d^ to implore his prota^ioii and ai4 agtkift the go* 
venion Our btftorians in general fay, that tim 
m^&ige was feat to Archibald Earl oif Douglas: 
but that is hardly poifible ; itt lead, it isomcb 
more probable that it was to his £>n Williaio* 
The anfwer, too, was like that of a hau^gbt^, im* 
petuous young man, viz« ^' That he was glad 
^^ two fuch knaves had quarrelled^ and bo|>ed 
** they would deftroy one another/' % 
Recond- Soou after the chancellor had receiy^ thh 
^^^ anfwer', he found himfelf invefted in the caftle 
governor of Edinburgh, and in danger of falling into the 
wUoc'^' hands of his enemies. To prevent this, he found 
means to fend a mefiage to the governor, ex* 
preffing a d^re to have a coQverfation with 
htm, in which be bad fomething to con^mioi- 
cate that was equally interefting to them both. 
To this the governor agreed ; and after the ne- 
ctary precautions for their common fafety,tbey 
had a meeting, in which the chanceU<%r commu* 
nicated the anfwer he had received from the 
Earl pi Douglas, and convinced the govenior, 
that if they perfifted to weaken one another, 
that common enemy would deftroy them both. 
This produced a reconciliation. The chancellor 
delivered the keys of the caftle to the Kioj^ 
Who immediately returned them to him, accord^ 
ing to agreement, received him into favour, and 
reftored him to his office of chancellor, of which 
lie had been deprived ^ After this trania6tion, 
the governor condu3;ed the young King back 
again to Stirhng caftle. 

* Pidcotdc, p.5. Md.p.7. 

During 
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During th6 conteft between the chaocdlor Aji;x43^ 
and governor, the reins of goVemmeot were to ' ^^ ^ 
much relaxed, that the whole country was a ^^ rf*^ 
Icene of anarchy and confufion, in which thefts, Scotland. 
robbmies, and murders were conunitted with 
impunity. Sir Thomas Boyde of Kilmarnock 
ilew Allan Stewart, Liord Damley, at Polmont»> 
thorn between Falkirk. and Linlithgow, in Oc^ 
tober A. D. 1438. This produced a family feud, 
and a pitched battle was fought July 22. A. D« 
1439., in which the Boydes were defeated and 
Sir Thomas flmn'°. William Earl of Douglas hav« 
ing fucceeded, A. D. 1438., to the great power 
and pofleffions of his father, both in France and 
Scotland, when he was hardly fifteen years of 
age, became wanton with prdfperity, afiedted 
independency, and encouraged his vafiais, par* 
ticulariy in Annandale, to plunder thpfe parts 
of the country that were not under his jurrfiij<;* 
tion *'• The farmers, in many places, enjoyed 
fb little fecurity, that the lands were left uocul* 
tivated, a dreadful famine enfued, followed by 
a plague, which carried off thofe who Were 
feized with it in a few hours '% In a word, 
few countries were ever in a more wretched 
' condition than Scotland was in the minority of 
James II. $ lb much did it fuffer by tlie cruel 
murder of James L 

Though the governor had a great advantage aj).i44o. 
in pofleffing the per(bn of the King, he was not Th«Q«eeii 
without difficulties. His great friend iand patro- ^ 



'° Buchan. lib. II. p.aoo. " Id. ibid. 

" Scetkron. torn. a. p*5X4* cdk. Edin. 1759. 
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AJ0.M4O* nefs, the Queen-mother, had h&en in loveidth 
^'^'~ ~^ and married Sr James Stewart, brother to the 
Lord Lorn ; and both ihe and her hufband bemg 
> much offended that he was not admitted into a 
fliare of the adminiftration, entered into a cor- 
refpondence with the Earl of Douglas. The go- 
vemor, having difcovered this correfpondence, 
a3:ed with great fpirit. He threw Sir James 
Stewart and his brother Lord Lorn into priibn, 
confined the Queen to her apartment in the 
caftle of Stirling, and did not fet them at liberty 
till they had given ample fecurity for their fu- 
ture good behaviour. ^' 
The King In the mean time, the chancellor was far from 
wi^ being fatisfied with his fituation. He was allowed 
ling. indeed to live quitely in the caftle of Edinbur^, 
but was feldom confulted, and faw his rival poflTef- 
fing all places of power and profit, or beftowiog 
them upon his friends. He therefojne formed a 
plot to recover the advantages he had loft. By his 
i^ies he was informed, that the young King was 
permitted to take the diverfion bf hunting in the 
park of Stirling, with a few attendants. Having 
privately convened about a hundred of his moft 
trufty friends, well mounted and armed, they fct 
out ill fmall parties from different places near 
Edinburgh, after it was dark, and met at theplace 
appointed, in theparkof Stirling,early nextmorn- 
ing. To their agreeable furprife the King entered 
the park foon afler, attended only by a few fol- 
lowers. The chancellor rode up to the King, and 
in a fpothing fpeech endeavoured t6 perfuade him 

'^ Bttchan. Hb«ii. p.aoo. Pidcottie^ p.a. 

that 
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that he came to fet him at liberty, and to condu£t AJ).z44o. 
him to .any place he pleafed. Sir Alexander 
Lifingfton, Uie govemor^s ^eft fon, reftrained 
bis friends from making any oppofition, and the 
King was condud:ed to the caftl^ of Edin- 
burgh. *^ 

When the governor returned to Stirling in the Livingfioa 
evening, he was almoft diftra3;ed with rage and J^^^tow" 
grief. In the firft tranfports of his anger, he died. 
entertained fome thou^ts df joining with the 
Earl of Douglas to procure revenge. But he 
foon became fenfible of his folly and danger of 
trufting himfelf in the hands of a paffionate 
young man, who hated him, and had many .de£> 
perate ruffians Bboixt him, capable of any villainy. 
After revolving many things in his mind, and 
cotifulting with his wifeft confidents, he deter- . 
mined to facrifice his refentment to his lafety, 
and to attempt a reconcilation wi(h his rival. 
He accordingly went to Edinburgh, attended 
only by a few friends, and by the mediation of 
the Bifliopsof Aberdeen and Moray, obtained 
a meeting with the chancellor, in the church of 
St Giles. At this meeting, being both fully 
convincd that their prefervation depended on 
their union, a more fincere and hearty recon- 
ciliation than the former took place; to which 
nothing contributed fo much as their dread of 
the Earl of Douglas. By this agreement the 
King was to remain with the chanceller, and the 
governor to retain all the authority and emolu- 
ments of his place- '^ 

'^ Buchaxii fib. II. p. 20 1. '^ Id. ibid. 

Imme- 
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AJD.I440* Immedtatelj after thi^ agrdement^ a parU^nftent 
Earirf"^ ^** called to meet at Edinburgh^ A^Di 1440*, 
Oougiat to which great niraibei^ of }»eople cro wded» with 
^^ compkints againft the Earl of Douglas^ and bis 
retainers. The parliament did not thiok it pru- 
dent to proceed with a high hand agarnft that 
potent earl, which would hwre proouced a civil 
war J but fent him a footKing letter, entresfciiig 
him and his friends to come and take their £»ts 
in parliament, and that (hare in the admtniftia^ 
tton of affiurs to which thej were intitled. 
Pleafed witii this refpe6fcful invitattion, the Earl, 
accompanied by his oniy brother Lord Dtrid, 
and bis chief confident Sir Maleohn Fleming of 
Cumbernauld, fet out for Edinburgh with a 
fplendid retinue. The chancellor met him on 
the way, invited him to his cafUe of Crichton, 
entertained him in the moft fumptuous manner^ 
and made him &> many flattering profeffions of 
efteem and friendfbip, that he flighted all the 
admonitions of his friends, who entreated him 
to be upon his guard, and to fend back his bro- 
ther into the country. When he arrived at 
ikliaburgh, he was received with the nsoft flat- 
tering marks of diflin&ion, condtiflied by the 
chancellor, with the Lord David, his brother, 
and Sir Malcoki Fleming, into the caftie, to 
dine with the King. But when they were feated 
at the royal table, they were fuddenly feized by 
armed men, dragged out of the King's prefence; 
and after a very funmiary trial, as is mofl; pro- 
bable, or without any trial,as many authors^ affirm, 
th^y were all three beheaded, November 24., 
lit in 
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in the court of tbe ctftle'^: a moft horrid, iiu Alkt44^ 
hoipiuble, and croel deed, which merits the "^ ^""^ 
execratkni of pofterity ! 

By the death or rather the murder of the AJ>.X443. 
joung Earl of Douglas and his brother, the great 5*^*?^ 
eftated of that family were divided ; their uncle, 
James Lord of Abercom, fucceeding to the 
eaiidom of Douj^as, and their only fifter Mar* 
garet, conunonly called the Fair Maid of Gallo^ 
m^, to all the unentailed eftates of Annandale^ 
Galloway, Ormond, &c. '^ James Earl of Dou- 
glas, called The Grq/i^ being old ^md indolent, 
did not attempt to revenge the murder of bis 
nephews, or difturb the peace of his country. 
But his life and that peace were both of fliort 
duration. He died at Abercom, March 24. 
A^D. f 443*9 ^^d ^M fucceeded by his eldeft 
ibtt William, who married his coufin Margaret, , 

tibe Fair Maid of Galloway, and thereby reunited 
the gteat eftatea of the family, and became as 
fotmidable as any of his predeceflfors. '* 

W^liam Earl of Douglas, elated by his power AJ>.X444« 
and opulence, for fome time paid little or no re- Earf of 
gard to the authority of his King, or the feiws of ikv*^"* 
his country ; but rather encouraged and pro- 
tested robbers, piunderei?$, and difbrderly per- 
fofiis, out of hatred to the Lords Ltvingfton and 

'^ Bochav. lib. XX. p. 103. Anaot. p.440. AfatfCfomby^ v^ ^. 
p. 3x8 —331. liawthomden, p*%z» Pitfcottie^ p.X7. 

*' Rym. Feed. torn. il. p.3lo. 

'^ Qodfcrohf p.i57«--i59w This aMth^tf atd otker kSUMmh 
call this lady Beatrix) wHich was unqueftiooably the name of tlut 
Earl WnHam's mother, and not of his wife» who was called Mai^ 
ret* Rym. Feed. torn. XX* p«ixo« 

Crichton, 
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AJXi44> Crichton» who had the chief direction of afiairs, 
^ ' ~^' -^ and with a view to bring them into contempt 
But after the King had reached his fourteenth 
year, and began to interfere in the choice of his 
fervants and the 'management of affairs, the Earl 
changed his plan of policy, but not his views. 
Being aflured by bis friends, that he would meet 
with' a favourable reception, he came to court, 
then at Stirling, attended by a numerous retinue 
of his friends and vafials, and * fallings on his 
knees before the King, made the moft folemn 
profeffions of the mod inviolable loyalty. He 
was well received ; and in a little time, by his 
engaging, fubmiflive behaviour to the young 
King, and his liberality to the courtiers, he be- 
came the great favourite of both. '^ 
AJ). X445. The Lords Li vingfton and Crichton, obferving 
livingfton the increafiug favour of their too powerful ene- 
J^ " " my, refigned their offices^ and retired from court; 
icribed. the former to his houfe of Callender, and the 
latter to the caftle of Edinburgh, of which he 
had the cuftody. But the Earl of Douglas, now 
in the full pofleffioa of all the power of the ftate, 
determined not to fulSer his enemies to efcape 
fo eafily ; and, by his influence, they were both 
denounced rebels, and their eftates confifcated, 
by a parliament that met at Perth, July 14. 
A. D. 1445., and from thence adjourned to Edin- 
burgh. While the King, or rather the Earl of 
Douglas befieged the caftle of Edinburgh, he 
employed his friends in executing the fentehce 
againft the two profcribed lords, by fei^ing 

*> Buchan. iib.zz. p.ao4. 

their 
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their Jands and caftles ; in which they, met with AJ>.i44j. 
^ much oppofition and retaliation, that the.coun- '' '^ 
try became afcene of flaughter and devaftation. 
The Lord Livingfton, Sir Alexander, his eldeft 
fon. Sir Robert Livingfton trieafurer. Sir David 
Livingfton, Sir James Dundas of Dundas, and 
Sir Robert Bruce of Clackmanan, were appre- 
hended. Lord Livingfton, Sir James Dundas, 
and Sir Robert Bruce, faved their lives by a 
liberal ^ell-dire6led diftribution of their lands 
and money, but the other three were condemned 
and r«ecuted. *^ 

The caftle of Edinburgh was bravely defended; Lord 
and the Earl of Douglas, defpairing of taking it ^^^^^ 
by force, entered into a negotiation with the late 
chancellor; who, upon obtaining a full pardon 
with the reftoration of his eftates and honours, 
ratified by parliament, furrendered it to the 
King ". The parliartient that ratified this capf- 
tulatfon met at Perth, July 14. AiD. 1445. ; and . 
was from thence adjourned to Edinburgh, to 
finifh that tranfadlion. The Lord Crichton was 
feemingly reconciled to the Earl of Douglas, and 
reftored to the office of chancellor ; but diftruft* 
ing the flncerity of that reconciliation, he ap-^ 
peared as little at court as poflible. " 

The Queen-mothpr, and her hulband Sir James QweenV 
Stewart, called the Black Knight of Lorn, having ^^^^^ 
lived feveral years neglefiled and difcontented, 

•• Buchan. lib.xi. p. 206. H^wthomden, p. 33. &c. Pkfcottie^ 
pb fto, Set. Abercrombyf to!. 9. p*334- 

" ScoticroKi. Ub.i6. p;5i^. Fitfcottie, p.aj. 
» Crawford's Officeriof Sute, p,3«. 

TOL.IX. z flie 
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A.D.1445- (he died in July A.D. 1445., leaving three fon» 
~'.^~ by her fecond hufband^ viz. John^ who was made 
Earl of Athol A.t). 1455. ; James, who was made 
Earl of Buchan A.D. 1469. j and Andrew who 
became Biibop of Moray, Sir James Stewart 
had fpoken with fo much alperity of thofe in 
power, that he did not think htmfelf fafe in 
ScotlaKid after the Queen^s death, and obtained 
a fafe-condu6l from Henry VI. November 24* 
A. D. 1445. *' The fame Prince granted him a 
prote6lion, November aa. A.D. 1447., to refidt 
in England four years, with his two fons, John 
and James ; and another fafe-conduct, Au- 
guft 17. A. D. i45i«, for himfelf, his two fons, 
fix, other gentlemen, and twenty fervants*\ The 
time and manner of his death are not certainly 
known. 
AJ).i446. While the Earl of Douglas poifefled the favour 
SThT^^' of the King, and the direftion of his affairs, he 
Dougiafes. did not negle6l himfelf, his family, and friends. 
HewasconHitutedlordlieutenantofthekingdom, 
which was thought to be a lefs offenfive name 
than that of regent or governor. — One of his 
brothers, Archibald, was made Earl of Moray; — 
another of them, Hugh, Earl of Ormond ; — and 
a third, John Lord Balveny 'K In a word, no 
family in Scotland ever pofleffed fo much power 
and territory as that of Douglas did at this time. 
But neither power nor riches can fecure perma- 
nent profperity. 

'^ Crawford'sOfficersof State, p,3». Rym* Fad«tom.zx.p.zo7« 

** Id. ibid. p. 192. 301. 

^' Godfcroft, p. i6c. Fitfcottiei p.a5. 

Kin; 
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King James being now about eighteen years ad.i448^ 
of age, and having no brothers, it wa? thought ' '^'^T^^ 
proper that he ftiould be married as foon as pel- married!^ 
fible. A commiffion was therefore granted 
at Stirling, May 6. A. D. 1448., to the Lord 
Crichton, chancellor, John Bifliop of Dunkeld^ 
Andrew Abbot of Melrofs, George Lord Sea- 
ton, Nicholas Otterton, Canon of Glafgow, Tho- 
mas Cranfton, Efii. and John Dalrymple, Bailie 
of Edinburgh, to go into France to renew the 
ancient alliance with that crowri, and provide a 
fuitable confort for their favereign*^ Thefe am- 
bafladors obtained a fafe-condu6l to pafs through 
England, with fifty perfons in their company, 
dated April 23., A. D. 1448. *^ On their arrival 
at the court' of France, they renewed the ancient 
alliances between the two .kingdoms ; but not 
finding in that country a proper match for their 
their King, Charles VII. recommended Mary, a.d.i449, 
daughter of Anthony Duke of Guelder and 
Cleve, and by her mother, grand-daughter of 
John Duke of Burgundy, a printjefs young and 
beautiful and of an heroic fpirit. The com- 
mifiioners found no difficulty in concluding the 
contract of marriage, and conducting the Prin- 
cefs into Scotland. She was married to the 
King in the chapel of Holyroodhoufe, in June' 
A. D. 1449.** 

While thefe commiffioners were negotiating Miiitar)' 
the King's marriage abroad, the truce which ^p^^^^*°"*- 



^ Abcrcromby, voLa. p.338 
'^ Rym. Feed. torn. i. p. 413. 



Annot. in Buchan. p.44Z« Hawthomcleny p.a6* 

a 2 fliould 
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AJ).i449. fliouTd have fubfifted between the two Britilh 
^^^-^'^ kingdoms till May i. A. D. 1454., was violated, 
by mutual ineurfions on the borders *'. The 
occ§fion of thefe ineurfions is not well known ; 
but it is moft probable that they proceeded from 
foroe perfonal or family feuds, rather than from 
any national quarrel. The Englifti appear to 
have been the aggreflbrs. The Earl of Northum- 
berland, warden of the eaft marches, invaded 
Scotland on that fide, and burnt Dunbar; 
while the Earl of Salilbury, warden of the weft 
marches, made an incurfion on his quarter, and 
burnrt Dumfries. But thefe injuries were fbon 
retaliated by the Lord Balveny, who burnt Aln- 
wick, and-defolated the open country. To re- 
venge thefe. injuries, the EarJ of Northumberland 
raifed a numerous army, with which he invaded 
Scotland. But he was not permitted to proceed 
far: for being met by* a Scotch army, commanded 
by Hugh Earl of Orraond, at the river Sark, in 
Annandale, a bloody battle was fought, in which 
the Englilh were defeated, with the lofs of 3000 
.men. The Earl of Northumberland efcaped with 
great difiiculty ; but his fon Lord Piercy, Sir 
John Pennington, Sir Robert Harrington, and 
feveral other knights and gentlemen, were taken, 
and committed to the caftle of Lochmaben. The 
Scots loft 600 men ; among whom were few per- 
fons of note, except Sir Thomad Wallace of 
Craigie, to whofe valour the viftory was chiefly 
owing. 3° 

*• Rym. Fad,tom.ti. p.58. ^Buclun.lib.xi.p.ao8. 

KtiMtlMy p. 30. HawtkerndtO} p.36. Abtrcrombyi vol. a. p* 340. 

But 
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But as Ibis war was not agreeable to either of AD.144?. 
the Britifti fovereigns, it was foon terminated by Tmcw. 
a Ihort truce made at Winchefter, July 10. A. D. 
i449«; which was prolonged by another con- 
cluded at Durham, September 17., in the fame 
year '*. Thefe ftiort truces muft have been at- 
tended with much expence and trouble, as we 
fometimes find twenty plenipotentiaries of. high 
rank employed in negotiating one of fix weeks 
duration. At length a truce of an uncommon 
nature was made, November 15. of the fame 
year, at Durham. It was not to continue for 
tny limited time, but as long as it was agreeable 
to both parties to obferve it j and when one of 
the parties intended to depart from it, he was 
bound to give a formal intimation of his inten- 
tion to the other 1 80 days before he commenced 
hoftilities. ^* 

The fanaily of Douglas was in the zenith of its A.D.X45©* 
power and profperity at this time, two of the ^^|^^ 
£arPs brothers, the Earl of Ormond and theLord Douglas. 
Balveny, having gained great honour in the late 
war. But from this time too, the enormous 
gteatnefs of that family began to decline. This 
was owing to various caufe^j — to the jealouiy of 
the King, — the envy of the other nobles, — p the 
hatred of the people, — but chiefly to the abufe of 
their power, by prote6iing the mod abadidoned of 
their retainers in all their villainies, and crufhing 
all who dared to oppofe them, or any of their 
followers. Of this it will be fufficient to give 



, * Rym. Feed, tom.ijup. %iu asS. ^' W. ibid. p-»44. 
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Jljx$4So. one example. Sir Richard Colvil of Ochiltree 
" ~ happening to meet John Auchinleck of Auchin- 
leck (a retainer of the Earl of Douglas) from 
"whom he had received many injuries, a quar- 
rel enfued, and Auchinleck was killed. The 
Earl of Douglas, inflead of bringing Sir Richard 
to a trial, firft burnt and ruined every thing on 
his eftate, then befieged and took his caitle, and 
put him and all the men in it to the fword". 
Such outrageous a6ts of violence rendered this 
great Earl an objedi of terror to all who were 
not under his prote6lion, ^* 
Earl of This being the year of jubilee, the Earl of 

^cnf^ Douglas, prompted by vanity or fupcrftition, 
Rome. determined to viiit Rome. Having committed 
the care of his afiairs in Scotland to hi& brother 
John Lord Balveny, he kt out accompanied by 
his eldeft brother Lord James Douglas, with 
.feveral other lords, knights, and gentlemen, 
making an oilentatious difplay of his wealth 
and grandeur in the feveral countries through 
which be pafTed. When he approached Rome, 
he was met by a progeffion of the clergy and 
principal citizens, and conduced into the city 
in a kind of triumph, ^^ 
Earl cf The affairs of this potent Earl did not profper 

^roSed/^^ well in his native country. Soon after his de. 
parture, many complaints were made againft him 
to the King and council, of injuries done, and 
cruelties committed, by him and his followers* 



^f Buchan.Iib.li. p.ao9. *♦ Pitfcottie, p. 33. *« guchan. 

lib. J2« p. axOi Pitfcotticy p. 33. Abercconabyy Yol.a. p. 349. 

II The 
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The King on this Occafion acted with greait pru» AJ>»i45o^ 
dence and moderation, being probably in- *" ~* 
jBuenced by the adxace* of his ancient counfellora 
the JLord Crichton and the Lord Livingfton, who 
had lately been made high jufticiary. He fum« 
nM>n£d the Lord Balveny to appear before him ; 
but that Lord difregarding the fummons, he ws^s 
apprehended and brought before the council $ 
and not being able to vindicate the Eail, and feve- 
ral of his retainers, from the complaints brought 
againfl them, he was commanded to indemnify 
the fufFerers out of the EarPs rents, and tlie 
goods of the other delinquents; and upon his 
promifing to do this, he was fet at liberty. But 
being encouraged by his two brothers, tlie Earls 
of Ormondand Moray, he refufed to perform 
his promife. The King then gave a commiffion 
to William Sinclair, Earl of Orkney, to do what 
the Lord Balveny had promifed, and fent him 
into the Earl of Douglas's countries with a few 
troops, to execute that commiffion. But he was 
every where refifted and infulted ; at which the 
King being juftly irritated, he raifed an army, 
befieged, took, and demolKhed the caflle of 
Douglas, commanded the EarPs rents, and the 
cffe6ls of the other delinquents, to be feized, and 
made reftitution to the fiifferers. ** 

When the Earl of Douglas received intelli^ ajd.iasu 
gence of thefe transitions, he haftened his re- ^^ °^ 
turn, and paffed through England, tinder the k^mT 
proteftion of a fafe-condu6l from that courts 

l^ Buch«m. lib.zx. p*ftio« Pitfcottiey p. 34* 

Z 4 X.2th 
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A-D.145I. lath November A.D, 1450., for hiinfelf and 
'^ ' twenty other lords, knights, and gentlemen, in 
his company, with eighty other attendants ^\ 
His intention feems to have been, to remain 
jbme time in England ; for his fafe-condu^ con- 
tained a permiffion to him and his followers to 
refide in that kingdom three years ^^^ But find* 
ing that country in great confufion, and having 
received affu ranees from his. friends in Scotland, 
that he would meet with a favourable reception 
from his own fovereign, he returned home about 
the beginning of A.D. 145 1 ., went to court, was 
well received, and reilored to all his eftates and 
honours, on his engaging to behave as became a 
loyal fubjeft, and no longer to obftrudt the exe- 
cution of juftice on thofe who violated the laws. 
So perfedlly was the King reconciled to this great 
Earl at this time, that he appointed him one of 
his plenipotentiaries to fettle certain points with 
thofe of England, for the better obfervationof the 
late truce ; and he, with the other commiffioners, 
obtained a fafe-condufit from Henry VI., dated 
April 17., A. D. 1451, to come to Nevfcaftle or 
I)urham.for that purpofe. ^' 
The Earl It is highly probable, however, that this recon- 
Us ^uL ciliation was not very lincere on the part of the 
a protec- Earl of Douglas, and that he fecretly refolved to 
England. ^® revenged, if not on the King, at leaft on his 
minifters, for wh^at had been done againil him 
and his adherents ift his abfence. For when he 
was in England, veiled with this commiiffion from 

^ Rym. Feed. torn. ii. p.aySt *' Id. ibid« 

. ■>!> Id.ibid. p.a83. 

• ^ his 
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his fovereign, he engaged in certain dark inw AD*x45r. 
trigues with that court, and qbtaintd a protec- ^"v** * ^ 
tion May 12. A.D. 145 1., for himfelf, his three 
brothers, thirty other lords, knights, and gentle- 
men, therein nained, with lixty-feven perfona, 
nobles or-others, to refidein that kingdom} by 
which he provided an afylum^or himfelf and his 
follbv/ers. *^ 

The indefinite truce that had been lately fettled Truce, 
between the twoBritifh kingdoms being attended 
with fome diflSculties, another was concluded at 
Newca(fle, Augufl 14. A.D. 1451., to continue 
from that time to Augufl 15., A.D. 1454., and 
as long after as it pleafed both the kings. ** 

The Earl of Douglas, after his return, and re- Difloyal 
conciliation with the King, was very far from ^f^^^p^,*^^ 
paying that refpe^ to the authority of his fove* DougiM. 
reign and the laws of* his country that he had 
^ promifed ; but, on the contrary, a6led more like 
an independent and hoftile fovereign than a fub* ; 
je£l. Befide^ his fufpicious correfpondence with 
the court of England — he entered into a bond 
with the Earls of Crawford and Rofs, and other 
noblemen, to ftand by and affift each other 
againd all men, in diredt oppofition to an a6l of 
parliament againft fuch bonds'** — his vaiTals of 
Annandale plundered the lands, and carried off 
the cattlcj of the Lord Herris of Terregles; 
who having applied to the Earl for redrefs in 
vain, raifed his frieiids and tenants, and made 
an attempt to recover his property. But being 

4° Rym. Fced.tom.ix. p.ft85« ♦" Id. ibid. p.»93. 

-J' Black Aas, f.6,c.33. .... 

over- 
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AJXi4it« overpowered and taken prifooer in that attempt, 
^"'^"^"^ be was carried to the Earl, who commanded 
him to be hanged as a common thief. With' 
the fame cruelty he put to death the chief of the 
Maclellans, a numerous clan in Galloway, who 
were not of his party*'. In a word, the Earl of 
Douglas employed all his art and power to in- 
creafe the number of his partifans, and deftroy 
thole who declined to be of that number* 
AJD.X452. The King, equally irritated and alarmed at 
Earl of this coudud, fummoned the Earl to come to 
j^JJ^** court; whicli he refufed, unlefs a fafe-condu£l 
was granted him under the great feaL Though 
this was an uncommon requifition in a fubje£t 
from his fovereign, it was complied with ; on 
which he came to court, then at Stirling, at- 
tended by his brothers, and a numerous retinue 
of his friends and followers. He was well re- 
ceived, and invited to fupper with the King in the 
caftle. Afler fupper, the King condufled the Ji^arl 
into another chamber, and entered into an ex- 
poflulation with him concerning his late conduct, 
and particularly concerning the illegal bond into 
which he had entered with the Earls of Craw- 
ford, Rois, and others, commanding him, in 
a peremptory tone, inftantly to deliver it into 
his hands. The Earl obflinately refufing to com- 
ply with this command, the King, in a tranfport 
of rage, drew his hanger, plunged it into the 
Earl's heart, and laid him dead at his feet, 

^ Pnchaii. lib. jx. p. an. Pitfcottiey p« 37—' 4''o. Hawthorn- 
4ani p.aS. Godfcrofty p.z86— -zSp. . 

February 
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February's., A. ©.1452.^; a rafli, criminal, AJ^X45»- 
and cruel deed ! For whifch no excufe can be ^^ ' '"'* 
pleaded, but the King's youth and warmth of 
temper, and the many provocations he had re- 
ceived fiom his turbulent and too powerful 
fubjeS:. 

It is impoi&ble to defcribe the fury of the R»g«<rf 
Douglafes, when they were told the fate of their ^5^^!^^ 
chie£ As he died without iffue, they acknow- 
ledged his next brother James, as Earl of Doa« 
glas ; and, putting him at their head, proceeded 
to the market-crofs of Stirling, and there pro* 
claimed the King a perjured murderer, and an 
enemy to mankind ; founding all the trumpets 
and horns in their army, to ftrike terror into the 
garrifon of the caftle. They tied the fafe-con- 
du6t that had been granted to the late Earl to / 

a horfe's tail, and dragged it through the ftreets, 
giving the King all the moll opprobrious names 
they could devife. In the firft tranfports of their 
rage, they propofed to attack the caftle, and put 
the King and all within it to the fword : but 
finding that they were not prepared for fuch an 
undertaking, they retired from Stirling, after 
letting the town on fire in feveral places. -»* 

If all the families of the name of Douglas had Th«^ "^- 
been united at this time, the King would have ^ 
been in the greateft danger. Bat the Earl <Jf 
Angus and the Lord of Dalkeith were at variance 
with their chiefs atid the other families that ad. 
hered to him, and on that account they were the 

^ Buchan. lib.ii. p.aia, Annot. p.44i- Pilfcottie, p.^'oMi* 
Hawthoraden, p. 49. ** Hawthoraden, p% ^9. 
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jU>.i45^ obje6lft of their moil violent refentment, as being 
' '^^ the firmed friends of the King. The Earl of 
Douglas, therefore, after his departure from 
Stirling, burnt the town of Dalkeith, and be- 
fieged the caftle ; having fent his brother Archi- 
bald Earl of Moray into the north againft the 
Earls of Angus and Huntly. But both thefe 
eiipeditions were unfortunate; the Earl of 
Douglas being obliged to raife the liege of the 
, oaflle of Dalkeith, and the Earl of Moray being 
driven out of the north by the loyalifts. The 
Douglafes fuftained a flill greater lofs, by the 
defeat of their mod powerful and zealous ally 
the Earl of Crawford, by Alexander Earl of 
Huntly, near Brechin, May i8. A.D. 1452.^ 
Treaty James Eari of Douglas fent his mother Beatrix, 

^A Eng. j^p J Margaret his late brother's widow, into Eng- 
land,* having obtained a protqSion for them from 
Henry VI. ; and at the fame time he fent certain 
propofals in writing to that prince, who approved 
of them, and granted a commiffion to leveral 
noblettien, Junes- A.D. ,1452., to conclude a 
treaty with his mod dear coufin, James Earl of 
Douglas, agreeable to his propofals, and to admit 
him and his friends to perform liege homage^ and 
' take an oath of fealty, as Englilh fubje6ls*\ 
We know not the particulars of this treaty j but 
ve may be almod certain, that the defign of the 
Earl of Douglas and his friends, in confbnting 
to take an oath of fealty to the King of England, 

♦• Buchan. lib.ix. p. 2x3. Pitfcottie, p.4». Hawthomden, p.3». 
Abercromby^ voL». p«357. 

♦' Rym^ Feed, tonuxz. p. 310, 311. 

was 
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was to obtain afiiftance from that prince agalnft kjy.us^* 
their riative fovereign, ^"■"''^' ^ 

But the Ea^rl of Douglas^ difcouraged by the Pacifica- 
ill fuccefs of his efforts at home, and defpairing^^®"* 
of any aflfiftance from England, then in a raoft 
di(lra6ted (late, foon began to think of an ac- 
commodation M^ith the King. This accommo- 
dation was concluded, AugudsS. A.D. 1452., 
much fooner than could have been expected, 
from the rancour of the parties againft each 
other. The Earl of Douglas took a folemn 
oath, in his own name, and in the name of all 
his followers, to obferve the following condi*» 
tions— I. That he would lay no claim to the 
earldom of Wigton, without the per million of 
Mary Queen of Scotland — 2. That he would 
refign the lordfliip of Stewarton to the King, 
who might either keep or reftore it to him as he 
pleafed i — 3* That he and all his followers would 
lay afide any malice, hatred, or ill will, that 
they had conceived againft any perfon or per- 
fons — 4. That he and all his followers would 
live quietly and peaceably, as became good fub- 
jefils, in all time to come — 5. And that he would 
treat the King on all occations with the higheft 
refpe6l and reverence. To the inftrumeht con- 
taining thefe conditions, the feals of the Earl of 
Douglas and of James Lord Hamilton, his moft 
zealous affociate, were affixed '*'. About the 
fame time, or perhaps a little before, the Earl of 
Crawford threw himfelf at the King'a feet, and 
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A.D.1453. implored his mercy; which, at the interceffion 
*^ '~^" ^ of that excellent prelate James Kennedy, Bifhop 
of St. Andrew's, he obtained, and was reftored 
to his eftate and honours. *• 
A.p.1453* The King was fo fully convinced of the fince- 
, ™"' rity of the Earl of Douglas in his late fubmiflion, 
that he appointed him one of his plenipoten- 
tiaries to negotiate the prolongation of the truce 
with England, by a commiffion, dated April 18. 
A.D. 1453. ^ Vefted with this commiflion, the 
Earl went to London, and concluded with the 
commiffioners of the King of England, at Weft- 
tnlnfler. May 23., the fame year, a prolonga- 
tion of the truce then fubfifting, from May 21. 

A. D. 1453., t^ ^^y ^^- A* ^' M57-*' 
Marriage But the Earl abufed the confidence 6f his 
ofDo^*^^ fovereign on this occafion; and while he was 
ia«. afting as his plenipotentiary, employed himfelf 

in preparing for a formidable rebellfon againll 
him. Margaret, formerly called the Fair Maid 
qf Galloway y widow of the late Earl of Douglas, 
by whom (he had no children, was then in Eng- 
land, and, by the death of her huflband, entitled 
to all the great eftates of which Ihe had been 
heirefs. Earl James, pretending that (he was 
ftill a virgin, courted and prevailed upon her 
to marry him, without waiting for a difpen- 
fation from the Pope, or the confent of his 
, own fovereign. Soon after his arrival in Eng- 
land, he feems to have had. a defign to make a 

<» Pitfcotties p.46 — 49« '• Rym. Feed torn. 1 1. p. 3»4> z%S'^ 
'* Id.ibid.p.3a7-- 336* 

journeys 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ch.i. R.2. '§2. CIVIL AND MIJ^ITARY. J51 

journey to Rome, to procure a difpenfetion for Ajy.x4ss^ 

this extraordinary marriage, and obtained a fafe* ~ ' "^ 
€0tidu6l for hitnfelf, his three brothers, James 
Lord Hamilton, James Lord Livingfton, twenty- 
five other knights and gentlemen by name, with 
112 perfons in their company, to pafs through 
England in their way to Rome*\ It is not 
very improbable that this journey never was in« 
tended, and that this prote6tion for fo many 
perfons was procured for other purpofes. What 
other engagements the Earl of Douglas entered 
into with tlie court of England at this tirrie, y^e 
are not informed. 

When King James received intelligence of A J). 1454. 
the tranfa^lions of the Earl of Douglas in Eng- ^^^^^. 
land, particularly of his marriage with his bro- 
ther's widow, he. could no longer doubt of his 
ill defigns, and determined to deprive him, as 
loon as poffible, of the power of doing mit 
chief. With this view he marched an army 
into Galloway, the patrimony of the Counted 
Margaret, and without much difficulty fubje6ted 
the country, and fecured the caflles, hut treated 
the peoplie with great lenity. He ufed more 
fcverity towards the inhabitants of Douglafdale, 
on account of their greater attachment to their 
chieftain. At laft he befieged the caftle of 
Abercorn, a firong place provided with a brave 
gaiTifon." 

In the mean time the Earl of Douglas, and ?«! oe 
his friends, liad not. been idle^ He fept his ^^, 

*' Ryra.Tcsd. tom*ii. p. 3^6, 337. ' 

'^f BhcIuii. 1. 2X. f . 414* PitfeQttie, p* 59» 5 x. 

mothM 
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AJ>.X454. mother the Countefs Beatrix, and his wife the 
'^■"^' "^ Countefs Margaret, into England, that they 
might be out of danger ^\ Having received a 
fum of money from the court of England, he, 
with the lords and gentlemen of his party, coI« 
ledted their followers, and formed an army, it is 
faid, of 30,000 men, with which they direfted 
their march towards Abercorn. But when the 
Earl approached the royal army, which was 
much inferior to his' own, he delayed to give 
battle. This was a fatal error, which diigufted 
. feveral of his braved friends, and difpirited all 
his troops. In the night, James Lord Hamilton 
was prevailed upon, by a meflage from Biffaop 
Kennedy, promifing pardon, favour, and re- 
wards, to go over with his followers to the royal 
camp. As foon as this was known, fome imi- 
tated his example, others went to their own 
homes ; and the Earl, finding himfelf deferted 
by the greateft part of his army, retired with 
precipitation, and fled into England. ^^ 
AJ).X455* The King having fpent the fpring of this year 
Piriu- in pardoning fuch of the Earl of Douglas's parti- 
fans as implored his mercy, and in eftablifliing 
peace and good order in the country, called a 
parliament to meet at Edinburgh, June g. A.D» 
1455. In the firft feffion of this parliament, Jame& 
Earl of Douglas, Beatrix Countefs of Douglas, 
his mother, Archibald Earl of Moray, and John 
Lord Balveny, his brothers, with a few of their 

^* Rym. Foed. torn. xx. p. 349* 

'^ Buchan.l.ix.p.,4J4* Piticottiey p. 5 1-^55 • HawthonKlea,p.53., 
Abercrombyf toI« »• p.|6<^ 361. 

moft 
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moft obftinafe adherents, iwereattairfted, alicl A^^'ussi 
their eftates co»fifcated. The pfcrlfariierit was '"" "~^ 
then adjourned to Auguft^. in the femeyeaK ** 
- James Earbof Douglas did* not long retoaiit Earl of 
quiet in England ; but having, by the^afflftance ^^^^^^ 
of his brothers and other friends; coHefted a cohi 
fiderable body of troops, Engliih as well as Scots/ 
he ientered Scotland by the Weft marches. But 
he was not permitted to penetrate far ifito th6 
country ; for being met in Annandale by the Earl ' / , 
of Ahgusj the Lord CarMe of Torthorwald, the 
3Laird of JohYiftone, and other loyat barons, a* 
the head of their vaffals, bis army was defeated; 
Archibald Eai^l of Moray, one of his l^others^ 
' was kSled, and Hugh Earl of Ormond, another of 
his brothers, was taken, and fooii after behead* 
fed. The Earl of Douglas, witb his other brother 
John Lord Balveny, elcl^ped with great difficulty 
back to England, where the Earl fooo after, 
Attguft/. A.D. 1455, obtained apenfioh <rfi^5oo 
a-year, equivalent to 5&5000 of our money at 
pf6fent." 

The parliament met again, Auguft 4., the d^ pj^^iia- 
to which it had been adjourned. In this feffiotf ment. 
feveral good laws werfe made, and the attainders 
df the Earl of Douglas, the* Countefs Beatrix his 

:."'.,' .... V 

. *\ Black AAs, f. 34. . • :> 

.^ *7 Ryin. Feed.. torn. II. p. 367. Our . hijjiomns uideedlky, that 
the Earl and hib brother wandered in difguife into the highlands of 
^eotiand; and after fpiriting up the Earl of Rofs to rebdJion» re^lrQed 
in th^ ianoie manner icto England*. But this is very improbable m 
ttfelf/and' it is ftill more iniprobable that the Earl would have received 
ib noble a peniion in his abfencey when he was a forlorn wanderer* and 
it was unluiowniwliefh^ lie was alivt or dead. * ^ 

[jfOUTX. Aji liiottier. 
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Xd.^4u* inotheri and the Lord Balveoj (omitting tbeEarl 

^ "' ~^ of Mofay» who was thep dead), were confirmed 

It was further declared to be high treafon to give 

any entertainment or affiftance to any of thpfe 

perfonsy or to any oi their adherents ^% This 

parliament was again adjourned to the 13th of 

Oaober. 

^1^^ It cannot be certainly known at this diftance 

Ddu^ of time, whether Margaret Counteis of DcHiglas 

J?*^j^ married her firft hufband's brother willingly or 

AthoL by conftraint. But however that might be, when 

file law him ruined, and all his and her owa 

great eAates confifcated, (he forfook him, re** 

turned into* Scotland, implored the King's com- 

paffion, and declared, that Ihe had been com** 

pelled to her fecond m^riage, which had given 

him fo mu6h offence. The King admitted the 

apology of this unfortunate lady, granted her the 

lordlhip of Balveny, and married her to the 

eldeft of his own uterine brothers, John Stewart 

BarlofAthol.^' 

^^^'*' The parliament met at Stirling, October 13.^ 

according to adjournment. In this fbffion many 

wife regulations were made, for guarding the bor<^ 

der8,for conveying thequicked intelligence of an 

approaching enemy, by kindUng fires on certain 

eminences, and for convening the lieges with the 

greateft expedition to defend their country^. It 

foon appeared that thefe precautions were not 

unneceflary. The nation, in a few nuMriiis aftar^ 

was involved both in a dvtl and foreign war. 

»• Black ASU, f.AS* A^ «» Ktifeottii^ p^i** 

''8eeBlickAai,f.s6. 

Donald, 
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Donald^ Lord of the Ifles, a fierce ambitious Mi^us^ 
efaieftaiD, provoked at the annexation of the earl- j[^[^JJj^ 
ibm of Rofg (that had formerly belongied to his md inT»- 
fiunily) to the crown by aft of parUament, entered ^^ 
into a dangerai;i8 combination mih the Eoglifls 
and the Earl of Douglas, and engaged to raife a 
rebellion in the north, while they inva<kd the 
kingdom on the fbnth. In confequenee of this 
concert, an army, compofed of Scots andEnglifb, 
commandedbyllie£arkofDongla8andNorthum<^ 
beriand, paffed the eaft marches in the Spring of 
^s year, and b^an to plunder the countVy as 
afual But George Ikmglas, Earl of Angus, who 
was then coofidered as the chief of that iUuftrioua 
Dame, aflanited and defeated thefe plunderers, 
and obl%ed them to repafs the border with confix 
derable lofs. In the mean time, the Lord of the 
Ifles had burnt the townof Invemefs,and deftroy* 
ed a great extent of country with fire and fword; 
but hearing of the defeat of hi& confederates, and 
beginning to dread the confequences of his rebel* 
Uon ; he fent a mefienger to the King, promifing 
fiibmiffion, and imploring pardon. The King re., 
turned this anfwer — That when he had laid down 
his arms^ repaired the damage he had done, and 
given &me fignal proof of the fincerity of his fub- 
miffion, he might hope for pardon. Trulling to 
this anfwer and the interceffi<m of his lady, who 
was then at court, he diibanded bis army, and 
letired into the Ifl^, by which the tranquillity 
of the country was once more refi;or9d. •* 

" Bladk Aasy f.34> 35* Buokan. l.n. p. 415* Abercrombyy 

XA % King 
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King James, juftly offeoded at the fupport and 
j^ affillance that bad been' given to bis rebellious 
fiibjedt and moll inveterate enemy^ the Earl of 
Dou^aSy by the court of i^ngland^ in the time of 
a truce^ wrote an expoftulatory letter to that court 
on that fubjedt, andfent it by Lyon king at arms^ 
To this letter a very paffiobate or rs^her fcurri* 
lous anfwer was returned, July 26;, in the name of 
King Henry, but mod probably by his haughty 
Queen and imprudent miniilets, without his 
knowledge, at a time when they Vainly ioiagined 
they had got the better of all their ^monies. This 
curious anfwer was dire&ed-*— To the. illuftrious 
Prince James, who behaves as if he was King of 
Scotland ; accufes him of pride, vanity, calumny, 
cowardice, fraud, 'peiijuiy,rebellioD, and many 
other crimes, and threatens to chafEi£b him for 
his impudence and prefumption ^* ; a threat that 
was never executed. 
Pariia- James, difregarding thefe impotent threats, 

called a parliament, to meet at Edii^urgh Octo- 
ber 1 9. A. D. 1 456. In this parliament many ex« 
cellent laws were made, -^ for the defence of the 
kingdom, by arming the people, providing artil- 
lery, &c.; —for preventing thefpreading of the 
peflilence that then raged ; ~- fbr;the regulation 
of the coin, — the.adminiflration of juftice,^^'— 
and the encouragement of trade ^. It is impof- 
fible to perufe the£e laws without entertaining a 
good opinion of the wifdom and patribtiim of 
tbofe who made them. ^ 

•* Rym. F«d. tom.ii, P.38J. 

The 
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-TheEnglilh miniftry, who had lately treated A.D.1457. 
King James with fo much contempt, beirfg now '/, ' ^^ 
involved in great perplexity, and hardly able to 
defend their country from the French,by whom it 
was this year twice invaded, gladly agreed to a; 
truce with Scotland for two years, which was 
concluded at Coventry June ii, A.D. 1457.** 

King James, who feems to have been fond of Pariia- 
parliaments, called one to meet at Edinburgh "^ 
March 6. A. D. 1457., in which no fewer than 
thirty-feven . public afts were made, on a great 
Variety of fubje^Sls, and all of them veil calcu- 
lated to promote the fafety and profperity of the 
kingdom. In the laft of thefe a6ls, the three 
eftates exprefs their joy, "that God, of his grace, 
" hes fend our foverane. Lord fie progreffis and 
** profperity, that all hfs rebellis and brekaris of 
" his juftice ar removit out of his realme, and 
** na maifterfuli party remanand, that may caufe 
*^ ony breking in his realme. His three eftatis 
^' maid humbly exhortis and requyris his hienes 
^* to be inclynit, with fie diligence, to the exe- 
** cution of thir (latutis, a6lis, and decretis above 
f' written, that God maybe emplefit of him, and ^ 

<« all his lieges, fpiritual and temporal." ** . 
^ So good a correfpondeiice was now reftored be- Truce 
tween King, James and Henry VI. that by an in- p^«^<>»«^- 
tercourfe of letters, without ^ny meeting of ple- 
nipotentiaries, four years were added, Decem- 
ber3i. A. D. 1457., to the truce Ihat had been , 

•♦ Rym.Foed.toini.iz.p.389— 399. 
•» Black Adls, f.40— 46. 
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A.D.US7' concluded at Coventry a few months before. The 

^ ^~ - reafons affigned by James for his agreeing to this 

prolongation of the truce were, his love of peace, 

the defire of the King of England, and the ex» 

hortations of the Pope. ^ 

AD.Z45S. Scotland enjoyed a profound peace during 

. *°*^ thefe two years; a thing not very common in 

Truce * thofc turbulcut and reftleis times. In order to 

'forther the continuance of that peace, the plenipoten- 

proioogcd. ^j^^^^ ^^ j^^jj^ j^jj^gg ^^^ at Newcattle, and on 

September 12. A.D. 1459., added five years to 
the late truce, which prolonged it to July 6., that 
was to be A.D. 1468.*' 
A.D.1460. The conteft between the houfes of York and 
King Lancafter had now become very violent, and 
kiul^d* feemed to be approaching to a crifis. The York- 
ills, it is faid, fent ambafladors to folicit the 
affiftance of the King of Scotland, promifing 
. ' the reftitution of the towns and lands claimed 
by that King*'. We know with certainty, 
that Henry VI. granted a fafe-condu€t June 2. 
A.D. 1460., to the Bifhops of Glalgow and Aber- 
deeri, the Abbots of Holyrood-houfe, Melrofs, 
fend Dumfermline, the Lords Livingfton, Evan- 
dale, and Montgomery, Mr. John Arrowes, and 
Mr. Nicholas Otterbourne, to come into Eng- 
land, to treat with him about the better obfer- 
vation of the late truce ^\ Some hiftorians af- 
firm, that James was inftigated by Henry VI. to 

*^ Rym. ?ced- tom.li. p.407. ^ Id. ibid. p.4»6-«4l6. 

^ Buchan. 1. zz. p. %i6. Pitfcottiei p*59, Sec. 
*• Rjm. Feed. tom.zz* p.45> 

under- 
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undertake the iiege of Roxburgh, becaufe it AD. 1460.. 
was held by Yorkifts '^ However that may be, ^- '" ^ 
it is unqueftionable that James raifed an army, 
with which he invefted Roxburgh^ about the 
begiuning of July this year ; but at whofe infti- 
gation he did this, or how he reconciled his 
doing it with the truce that then fubMed be- 
tween the two kingdoms, I have not been able 
to difcoven He foon took and deftroyed the 
town, but the caftle was defended with great 
braveiy. The Earl of Huntley, with his fol- 
lowers, arriving in the camp, the King con- 
dufited him to the trenches, to be prefent at a 
difcharge of the artillery againit the fort, Au-^ 
guft 3* A. D. 1460. ; but, unfortunately, one of 
the guns burft, killed the King on the fpot, and 
wounded the Earl of Angus, without hurting 
any other perfon. '' 

Thus fell James U. in the 24th year of his HUduir 
reign, and the 30th of his age. In his perfon ^^^^* 
he was itrong and a61;ive, excelling in all manly 
and martial exercifes. He had a large red Ipot 
on one iide of his face, and on that account 
was called by the common people James With 
thejieryjace. His deportment was uncommonly 
affable and courteous, which endeared him to 
perfons of all ranks. In his early youth, his 
temper was warm and paffionate ; but as he ad- 
vanced in life, he became cool, cautious, and 
confiderate, conducing all his afi&irs with pru- 
dence* In a word, James IL was a brave, wife, 

^ Abercrombyt vol. »• Sduurd^ p. 521. 
'* 'Budluim XX. p.»X7* . Hawthocndeiip p. 56. 
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Aj).i4do. a^d virtuous, hut. a very unfortuqate pribce^ 

*^ ^'-^ having been haraffed from his infancy l^y the 
rebellions of his turbulent chieftains, and thd 
invaGons of his too powerful neighbours; ^and 
when he had furnflounted his, difficulties, was 
happy in the love of his fubje^s, and had 
the profpe6l of a profperous reign, he was cut 
off in a moment,, in the prime and iloMfcr of 
his age. 

His ifliie. . James 11. left by his Queen Mary of Guelders^ 
three fons and two daughters, viz. James, who 
fucceeded him on the throne, Alexander Duke 
of Albany, John Earl of Marr, the Lady Mary, 
and the Lady Cecilia. 

^^T^^ The nobles and others, who were prefent at 
the King's death,^ concealed it. for foipe time 
* from the army ;. and the Queen (a prjincefs of a 
bold courageous fpirit), who had lately arrived; 
in the camp, was G) far from difcou raging them 
hy her lamentations, that fhe excited them by: 
her exhortations to perfevere in the fiege with. 
. redoubled ardour. Animated by the fpeecheS; 
and example, of the Queen, they aflaulted the, 
caftle with fo much vigour that the garrifou 
capitulated ; and that fortrefs, which had been, 
fo Ipng a receptacle to their enemies, was dif*. 
mantled^*. Encouraged by this fuccefs, they 
invaded England,, plundered tiie country, and; 
took and demoliflied feveral cafties, particularly, 
that of Werk. " , . 

'* Boet. p. 3 ^ i» Buchan, I. x z. p. ai 7* Pitfcottie, p. 65. Aber- 
tromby, vol. a. p*3S^« *J^ Bucban. l.i«. p.2xS. 
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SECTION IIL 

From the death of James II., A. D. 1460,, to the death of 
James IIL, A^D. 1488. 

TAMES 111. was about fix years and feyen A.D.1460^ 
^ months old at his acceifion ; and being ' ^'^^ 
brought to the camp before' Roxburgh, a few *""** 
days after his father's death, he received the^ 
homage of his barons at the neighbouring mo- 
Baftry of Kelfo, where, as it is faid by Ibme 
hiftorians, he was alfo crowned. ' 
, About the be^nniug of this year a parlia- AJ>. 1461. 
mentmet at Edinburgh, in order to fettle the^*'^*'^ 
adminiftration during the Kidg^s minority. One'^"^^* 
party of the nobles wifhed to raife the Queen* 
dowager to the regency, in hopes of governing 
in her name ; while another party oppofed her 
elevation in. hopes of their own advancement. • 
At length, after very warm debates which hade 
almoft proceeded to blows, the matter was com- 
promifed in this manner: the cuftody of the 
King's perlbn, and of his brothers and fiftets, 
was committed to the Queen, their mother; 
and a council of regency was eftabliflied^ com«« 
pofed of noblemen. of both parties.^ In this 
council, Andrew Lord Evandale, the chancellor^ - 
and James Kennedy, Bifhop of St. Andrew's, 
both nearly related to the royal family, had, 
the greateft influence for fome years, which 

' Bucban. Lx». p. 1x8. Hawtliorndeny p.39. 

con- 
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AJD.146Z. contributed very much to the peace and good 
government of the kingdom. ^ 

After feveral fudden and furprifing turns of 
fortune, the conteft between the houfes of York 
and Lancafler feemed to be finally determined 
by the bloody battle of Towton, March ag. 
A.D. 1461., in which the. Lancaftrians were 
defeated with great flaughter. Henry VI., with 
his Queen and only fon Edward Prinoe of Wales 
fled for (belter to the court of Scotland, where 
they were kindly received and holpitably enter- 
tained. To engage the Scots to eipoufe his 
caufe with greater warmth. King Henry furren- 
dered to them the town and caftle of Berwick^ 
April 25., and the young King of Scots vifited 
his new and important acquifition, June 15.^ 
Still further to (Irengthen the union between 
the two royal families, the two Queens con- 
certed a marriage hetween the Princeft Mary 
of Scotland and Edward Prince of Wales, which 
never took eflfedl. 

Negotia^ Edward IV., who had now taken pofieffion of 
the throne of England, obferving that the Scots 
entertained and favoured his rival, determined to 
raife them up enemies at home, to prevent their 
giving Henry any effectual afliftance. With this 
view he gained the exiled Earl of Douglas to his 
party, and appointed him, June 22. A. D. 1461,, 

* The recorda of parliament in the firft fix yeai^ of James in. at« 
UAf which obliges me to take my infonnation firom fach ^iftorfant 
aa are moft worthy of credit. Bochan. lib. lu p. %t^ &c. Haw* 
thoniden. p. 39. Abercromby^ vol.). 3S4, 385. 

^ Carte, vol. 2(. p. 7^2. StoWf p.4x6* 
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bis plenipotentiary, to negotiate an Alliance be- AJJ.1461* 
tween him •« and his mod dear coufin, John *— "v--^ 
« Lord of the Ifles and Earl of Rofs, and his 
<« beloved and faithful friend Donald Ballagh\'' 
The defign of this negotiation was, to excite 
thefe turbulent chieftains to rebellion ; and yet, 
in a few weeks after (Auguft 2.) he appointed 
Richard Earl of Warwick his ambaflador, to 
treat With the miniftfers of his jnoft dear coufin, 
James King of Scotland, about a tnice ^ : a fuf* 
ficient evidence, that although Edward was but 
a young prince he was already an artful poli- 
tician. Both thefe negotiations were carried on 
during the remainder of this year. 

The negotiation with the Lord of the Ifles AJ>.X46». 
was moll fuccefsful, and terminated in a very '^^^^^* 
curious treaty, "between the mod high and 
" mighty Prince Edward IV. King of England 
" and France and Lord of Ireland ; and the full 
*^ honourable Lord John de Ifle, Earl of Roft 
'' and Lord of the Out Ifles/' By the firft ar- 
tide of this treaty (which was concluded at 
London, February 13. A.D. 1462.) John Lord 
of the Ifles and Earl of Rofs, Donald Ballagh, and 
John de Ifle, fon and heir of the faid Donald^ 
with their fubjefils and people, engaged to be- 
come the fubjedts and liege men of the King of 
England, his heirs and fucceflbrs. 2. They en- 
gaged to be ready at Whitfunday to affift the 
King of England, with all their power in his 
wars in Scotland, or againft the Scots in Ireland. 
3. Edward engaged to pay to the Earl of Rofs 

^ Aym. Feed, tom.n. p.474* * W- iWd. p.475- 

afub- 
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AS>.t46%. a fubfidy^ of 100 marks in time of peace, and 
'^^'^'^ j?20o in time of war ; to Donald, £20 in time 
of peace, and ,^40 in time of war; to John 
the fon of Donald, rfio in time of peace, and 
j?2oI. in time of war, all (terling money, during 
their refpedlive lives. 4. It was agreed that 
when the King of England, with the affiftance 
of thefe allies, and Qf James Earl of Douglas, 
had fubdued the kingdom of Scotland, or the 
greateil part of it, he (hould grant all the coun- 
tries beyond the Forth to the Earls of Rofs and 
Douglas and Donald Ballagh, to be equally di- 
vided among them, and held of the crown of 
England ; and that the Earl of Douglas fhould 
be reftored to all his eftates to the fouth of Forth. 
5. Edward engaged, that if he made any peace or 
truce with the King of Scotland, his allies fhould 
be comprehended in it ^ As a reward to the 
Earl of Douglas for bringing about this alliance, 
and other fervices, Edward granted him a pen- 
fion of ^500 fterling a-year for life, February 18. 
A. D. 1462. l 
Hebeiiion. In coufequeuce of this treaty, the Earl of Rofs 
and his confederates broke out,into open rebellion, 
furprifed the caflle of Invernefs, and, advancing 
into the country, approached the caftle of Blair 
in Athol. The Earl of Athol, not daring to trufl 
to the flrength of his caflle, tookfhelter with his 
countefs, friends, and mofl valuable efFe£t;s, in a 
neighbouring church, dedicated to St. Bridget, 
which was believed to be an inviolable £in6tuary. 
But the ferocious enemy, paying no regard to the 

• Rym. Foed. torn. n. p. 4^4^487* ' Id. ibid. p. 487. 
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^nStity of the pkce^feizedtbeEarl and Countefi^ AJO. z46a. 
and the goods in the cfaurch, and then let it on 
fire. The feafon being now far advanced, the 
iflanders; according to their cuftpm, became im>- 
patient to fecmre their booty ^ and, embarking 
with their priibriers and plunder, fet failfbr their 
iilaBds. But they were overtaken on their, pai^ 
lage by a violent llorm, by which many of their 
veflels were wrecked, .and the reft difperfed. In 
this <;dofufion the Ead and Counted of Athol 
were cither ibt at liberty or made their efcape. ' 

When Henry VI. and his Queen arrived in A j). 14^3. 
Scotland after the battle of Towtun^ '^^y^^'S^IT 
bourad to engage the mcft powerful of &e nobi- und, "^ 
li<y in: their intereft, by promifes of grfistt re* 
wards eotlkir reftoEratiiia... To G^^rge Earl of 
Afigui Henry granted an eftate between the 
Trent and ;Humber, worth; 2000 jnarks a-year, 
toi)e ere^^ed into a dudhy^ with many maoMomoil 
privileges^. Though .ti^ Earl of Angli« v^9t 
obtained^ ^he endes^DUiiedita' merit, tlm temAxd^ 
A.body criE Frencii troopa, bjf ou^t over by Queeti 
I&tigaret, was bdSeged in Alnwick caftl§, and 
in greatdang^r of being killed or tak^n prifojuersJ 
The Earl of Angus raifed his followers, igounted 
fiiem, and, with a . oompetept nupaber of Ipare^ 
borfes to.mtount theigarrl&n, attempted their: 
relief.^ This attempt. waa conduced with foi 
niuch fpirit §nd dexterity^ that tlie Earl brought 

* This tranfa£Uon u fo differently related by our hifbriansf tlutC 
I give the above account of it only as the moft probable. See Bu- 
chan. lib«X4« p.495* iUmioon&byy toI.^. P»d97« Hawthortiden, 
p«l9, . 9 Oodfcroft* p^z6« 

off 
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Ai>.x46$. off the French in the face of a fapertor anoy» 
^' ^^^'^^ without being either interrupted or purfued. '** 
AJ>. Z464. The battle of Hexham^ fought May 1 5. A«D. 
i^g 1464.9 having quite mined the Laneaftnana, the 
^^^' regency of Scotland became eam^ to make a 
peace or long truce with Edward IV. » who 
feemed now to be firmly fixed on the thrmw of 
England. A truce of fifteen years wa& accord- 
ingly concluded at York, June i.» to commence 
on the laft day of O&ober in the fame year, 
-■ when a fhort truce which then fuhfifted Imild 
have ended. '' 
Duke of An event happened about the time that this 
ul^a d ^^^^ ^^^ made, which threatened its immediate 
reieafed. diflblotiOD^ The Scottifh regents having re* 
folved to fend Alexander Duke of Albany, Uie 
eided of the King's two brothers, into Fnuice 
fbr bis education^ obtained a iaf&>condu6t fior 
him a»d aoo perfons in his company^ Aiuil 20. 
A. IX 1464^ for one year, from Edward IV. in 
all hifr dominions, both by fea and land '^ But 
the young Prince and his attendante were made 
priibners on their paflage, by fiNne BoglUh 
Alps. Theib Englifh nqariners probably ioia* 
gined, that this would be as agreeable to Ed- 
ward as the capture of the IVince of Scotland 
had been to Henry IV* But in tbis thty were 
miftaken. The F^nce with his iidt wer<^ jn^* 
ftaRtly iet at liberty, and a proper apology made 
for what had happened. 



)< CM&votf P'^^ ^ R|R»^ Feed, t^ fJ^ B^SU^ 

" ld» ibid. p*5ao* ' . . 

' A cefla- 
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A cation of hoftilitiesy and (if poffible) a ajd.x464. 
cordial friendfliip, were at this time very necef* 1_^^7^ 
ikry to both the Britifli nations : to the Scots, tkmT **' 
in the minority of their King ; to the Englilh, in 
the diftra^ted date of their country after the 
civil wars. Edward IV, feems to have done 
every thing in his power to fecure peace on that 
fide, and to gain the good-will of his neareft 
neighbours. A few days after the late truce 
was mude, he a{^ointed commiflioners to guard 
iLgainft the violation of it *K He granted a com« 
xniffion, October 9. A.D. 1464., to John Earl of 
Northumberland, Ralph Lord Greyflock, and 
four others, to meet with commiflioners of the 
King of Scotland, November 6., to confider the 
moft effectual means of increafing and perpetu* 
ating the peace that then fubfifted between the 
two kingdoms* '^ 

The regency of Scotland diibovered no ayer^ Lon^ 
Hon to the pacific propofals of the King.of Eng4 *"^*' 
land. It feems probable that at the above meet* 
ing in November A. IX 1464., the plenipoten* 
tiaries had agreed> that-*— the marriage of the 
young King of Soots with an EngUfii princefs— - 
intermarriages between the noble families of tl^ 
two kingdoms^ — and a definitive treaty of peace, 
inftead of a ttuce, woqld be the tnoft effe6i:ual 
means of perpetuating peace. For Edward ^ ' 
gave acominiffion to John Nevile Earl of Nor-r 
thumberland, and eight others, July 20, A.D. 
1465., to meet with commii&oners to be ap- 
pointed by the King of Scots, and treat on tiiefe 

'^ Rym. FoecLtom«ix« p^547. *« Id. iUd; {1.535. 
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A.D.14^5. three fubje6l;s "^ Accordingly the King of Scot- 
^ ~' ~' land gave a comtniffion, at his caftle of Down 
in Monteift, November 18., to the Bi(bops of 
Glafgow and Aberdeeni David Earl of Crawford, 
Colin Earl of Argyle, the Abbot of Holyrood- 
houfe, James Lord Livingfton, James Lindfay 
provo(l of Lincluden, and Sir Alexander Boyde 
of Duncow, to meet with the Englifti commit 
fioners at Newcaftle, on the 4th of December '*. 
We hear of no marriages that M'ere agreed »pon 
at this meeting; nor could the commiffioners 
fettle the terms of a definitive treaty of .peace ; 
but they added forty years to the truce that then 
fubfifted, which prolonged it to A. D. 1519.; a 
much longer period than there was any proba- 
bility that it would be obferved. *^ 
A.D.Z466. James Kennedy Bifliop of St. Andrew-a, died, 
Dwth of May 10. A.D. 1466. ; and his death was. a great 
Kenned/. Calamity to his country "• His royal deicent, his 
facred fun^ioti, his great wiidom and many 
virtues had procured him great influence in all 
aflairs; and that influence he conftantly em- 
ployed for the good of the Kin^ and kingdom. 
He had taken much pains with the education of 
the young King, who at this time was efteemed 
. a prince of great hopes. '* 
Kine taken "^^^ good Bifliop had not been three men ths in 
framim' his grave, when the ftate both of the court and 
^?®^* country was unhappily changed. Thi$ was owing 



"* Rym, Foed. tona.n. p. 546. '* H ibid. p.549» 

■^ Id. ibid. p. 557- ** Abercromby, t(L %. . p. 395. 

^ Bochani lib.z». p^aas* ^ 
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to the unbounded ambition of the family of the AJ).x46fi. 
Boydes; who rofe to the higheft pitch of gran- 
deur with aftoniihing rapidity, and with no lefs 
rapidity funk into the deepeft diftrefs. Robert 
Lord Boyde of Kilmarnock, the head of that 
family, was at this time high jufticiary, and a 
member of the council of regency ;. and being a 
nobleman of an opulent fortune, and great abili- 
ties, he had many friends. \ His brother Sir Alex- 
ander Boyde of Duncow, was a mod accpm- 
pliflied gentleman, and had been appointed to in- 
&ntGt the young King in riding, tilting, and the 
other martial exerciies of the times ; which gave 
him great opportunities of gaining the favour of 
his royal pupil. While Bifliop Kennedy lived, 
both thefe brothers behaved with great propriety), 
but as foon as that prelate died, knowing the in- 
terefl they had in the afte6lions of their piince, 
they formed a plot to get the entire poffeffion of 
his perfon, in order to ingrofs to themfelves, and 
difpenfe to their friends^ the honours and eroo* 
luments of the ftate. This plot was artfully 
contrived and boldly executed. Sir Alexander 
Boyde infpired the King with difguft at th^ 
ftri£tnefi of the Lord Kennedy, who fuperin* 
tended, and of the other gentlemen who con* 
dueled, his education ; and perfuaded him, that 
being in his 13th year, he fliould aflume the 
reips of government, and command thofe whom 
he now obeyed. Finding that this projeS; was 
highly plealing to the youthful monarch, he pro- 
poled to take him out of the hands of his precep- 
tors on a certain day, and coijdudt him to Edjn* 
YOf.. ix« B» burgh, 
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Al>,z466. burgh, where he fhould take upon him the go* 
*^ ' - verntnent ; to which the King agreed; In con- 
fequence of this concert, Sir Alexander Bo^de, 
with a few friends, came to the exchequer in 
Linlithgow early in the morning, July lo., and 
carried out the King, to give him, as they 
pretended, the diverfion of hunting. When 
they arrived on the field, they were received 
by the Lords Boyde, Somerville, and other 
. chieftains, at the head of a body of men well- 
armed and mounted, who ftruck into the road 
to Edinburgh. The Lord Kennedy, being foon 
informed of what had happened, followed with 
fo much hafte, that he came up with them only 
a few miles on their way; and laying his 
hand on the bridle of the King's horfe, ear- 
neilly intreated him to return. But Sir Alexan- 
der Boyde, pretending to refent the infbit, as he 
called it, offered to the King, gave Lord Ken^ 
nedy much injurious language, and at laft ftruck 
him a blow with his hunting-ftaff j which obliged 
him to defift from the ftruggle, and return to 
Linlithgow, vowing revenge for the injuries he 
had received. *° 
P^jl^. Though the Boydes were now in poffeffion both 

«»«^- of the heart and perfon of their prince, they were 
far from being eafy in their minds. Knowing 
that what they had done in carrying off the King 
from the place appointed for his refidence, had 
lately been declared high treafbn by an a£t of 

* Buchan. L i2» p. 9^51 2%6* Ferrerii Append. HSft. Scot. t*$%9, 
iiawthorBdeii> p.42(. Abercrambyi ycL u p«394. Oawfonrt 
Officers of State, Append. p«473« 
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parliament, they were apprebenfive that they A.©. 1466. 
might one day be called to a fevere account for 
that ad:ion ^\ To prevent tiiis, they called a pai * 
liatnent in the King's name, to meet at Edin- 
burgh, October 8., and on the 13th of that 
month, the Lord Boyde fell on his knees before 
the King, feated on his throne, in full parliament, 
and entreated him to declare if he entertained 
any refentment or difpleafure againft him and his 
friends for conducing him from Linlithgow to 
Edinburgh. The King anfwered, as he had been 
inftru£ted, « That he entertained no difpleafure 
** againft the Lord Boyde and his friends for that 
•* a^ion which they had performed at his own 
" ccnnmand, and for which they never fhould be 
** called in queftion.** The Lord Boyde then 
requefted that the King's gracious declaration 
fliould be inferted in the regifters of parliament, 
and a copy of it delivered to him under the great 
feal; and both thefe requefts were granted**. 
Certain lords were inverted bythisparliament with 
parliamentary powers to continue till the next 
feffion, which was appointed to begin January 31,, 
A.D. 1467 "^ Thefe lords were particularly di- 
rected to commune about proper matches for th<i 
King, the Princefs Mary, his elded fifter and his 
two brothers ; and to fettle all difputes with the 
King of Denmark about the annual of Noru&ay, 
vhich was an annuity of one hundred marks de- 
liianded by that King, in confequence of a treaty 

" Black AdU, £.30^ 

" Ciawford's Offiocn <f S^tn, Append. p*475« 

^3 BtftckAa»,f.>|6. 

.^ B B 2 .between 
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Aj>.i466. between Alexander III. and Magnus IV. King of 
^"^ '^"^ Norway, when that prince ceded the weftern iQeB 
» to Scotland, A. D. 1266.** As this parliament 
was intirely under the influence of the Boydesi 
this meafure was dictated by them, for purpofe» 
that foon appeared. 
AJ).X467. As Lord Boyde was now poflefied oiF all the 
Eievatio;i power of the crown, he determined tp employ it 
Boydef. *^ ^^^® aggrandifemeut of his family. He was al- 
ready high judiciary, governor of the King and 
kingdom ; and he now procured the great office 
of lord chamberlain for life, by a commiffion 
under the great feal, Augufl25. A. D. 1467.** 
To crown the whole, he obtained the confent of 
the King, and of the committee of parliament, to 
the marriage of the Princefs Mary with his eldefl 
fon Sir Thomas Boyde, who was created Earl of 
Arran, and got grants of feveral valuable eflates 
with his royal bride**. Thus the Boydes were 
raifed as high as fubjedls could be raifed, and 
their grandeur feemed to be built on the mofl 
folid foundation. They enjoyed the favour of 
their fovereign in the highell degree, and were as 
intimately connefiled with the royal family as it 
was poffible — they had great eftates and many 
friends, and filled the higheft offices in the king- 
dom *\ But all this could not preferve them from 
a fyidden and mofl deplorable reverfe of fortune, 
which they do not feem to have merited by any 
very remarkable abufe of their profperity. 

*♦ Black AdVs, f.46. TorffaeiHift. Oixrad. p. 171. 
*5 Crawford's Officers of State, p. 315. *« Id. ibid. 

'^ See Lord Boyde's commiffion of governor of the kia^doni» and 
the King aad hii two brother^, Appendizi No. •• ^ ' 

♦ the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ch. t.Pt.2. § 3- CIVIL AND MILITARY, 373 

The King being now in the fifteenth year, the AJ>.X46S. 
Boydes, who had the direction of all affairs, very ^^fj^TffinT' 
wifeljr refolved to. provide a^ proper confort for contnacd. 
him, and fixed their thoughts op Margaret, only 
daughter of Chrifliern I. King of Sweden, Den- 
mark, and Norway, a princefs ^famous for her 
beauty and amiable difpofitions. By this mar- 
riage they hoped to terminate the difpute about 
the annual of Norway, which had of late be- 
come very ferious, and to procure the fove- 
reignty of the Orkney and Shetland ifles, as well 
as a confiderable fum of money. Andrew^ Lord 
Evandale, chancellor and coufin to the King, 
and Thomas Boyde Earl of Arran, his brother- 
in-law, were appointed ambaffadors to negotiate 
this marriage ^ and their commif&on paffed the 
great leal at Edinburgh, July 28. A.D: 146%.^*- 
Thde ambafladors fucceeded in their negotia- 
tion ; and the contra6t of marriage between 
King James and the Princefa Margaret was fealed 
at Copenhagen, September 8.^ of the fame year '^ 
By that contrafit. King Chrifliern refigned, for 
himfelf and his fucceflbrs, all claim to the annual 
of Norway, and all arrears of that annual, and 
engaged to pay, as his daughter's marriage por- 
tion, 60,000 florins of the Rhine. . Of thefe 
florins 10,000 were to be paid before his daugh- 
ter left Denmark ; and for the remaining 50,000 
he mortgaged the Orkney iflands, which were 
to be retained by the King of Scotland, and his 
fucceflbrs, till that money was paid. The palace 

>* Tori&n Hift.* Oread, p* 193* 194^ '' Id. ibid. p. Z97. 
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AJftMs. of Linlithgow, and the cattle of Down, with a 
third part of the revenues of the crown, were 
fettled on the Priocefs as her .dowry ^^. As it 
was thought too late in the feafon to condu£t the 
Prince& into Scotland, the ambafladors returned 
to give an account of their negotiation. 
AJ>.X469. In the fpring, A.D. 1469., the Earl of Arraa 
^^- was fent with a good fleet, and a fplendid tndii 
of lords and ladies, to bring home the young 
Queen. He arrived at Copenhagen about the 
beginning of May. Chriftiem L being then at 
war with his Swedifli fubje^, found it inconve- 
nient to pay the 10,000 florins, which were to be 
paid before his daughter left Denmark. By a new 
treaty wrth the ambaflador, therefore. May 20., 
he paid immediately 12000 florins, and mortgaged 
the Shetland ifles for the remaining 8000, and 
tranfmitted letters, dated May 28, to all his 
fubje3;s in Orkney and Shetland, acquainting 
them with thefe trairiaftions, and commanding 
them to pay their tribute to, and obey the 
King of Scotland and his fitcceflbrs, till tlulfe 
iflands were redeemed by him or bis foc- 
ceflbrs.'' 
Decline King James and his royal bride being Ix^ 
B^d very young, the Earl of Arran made no hafte to 
return home. This was a fatal error, and proved 
ruinous to himfelf and all hi« family ; for his 
father Lord Boyde, and his uncle Sir Alexander, 
being both advanced in Hfe, and mudh engaged 

^ TmifeiHift. Oread, p. 197. ^' Id. ibid. p.i8?> 189. 
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in btifinefs^ could not give fo conftant an attend* AJ[>.i469* 
ance on the King as was neceflkry to fecure bis 
favour, and feclude others from his company, 
who m^ht do them ill offices. Their enemies, of 
^luch they had many, and particularly the noble 
femilyof the Kennedies, who being nearly related 
tp the royal family, bad free accefs to the King, 
negle^d no opportunity of infpiring him with 
|uQ)id^s, fears, and jealoufy of the Boydes. 
Tbey infinuated, — that the Lord Boyde, with 
his brother and fon, had abufed his goodnefs and 
favour by ingrofling all the power and emola- 
Hients of the government to the excluiion of the 
other nobles, who were generally difcontented^ 
that they had difgraced the royal family by the 
marriage of the Princefs Mary to the Earl of 
Arran ; they even hinted, that they had caft am- 
bitious eyes upon the crown, and that the King 
aiid his brothers were not lafe while they were 
in the hands of that dangerous afpiring family. 
Thefe, and fuch infinuations, frequently repeated 
by perfons who ftudied to pleafe him, and ap- 
peai:ed to be fo deeply concerned for his honour 
and firfety, made fo ftrong an impreffion on the 
King's mind, that by degrees he was brought 
to fear and hate the Boydes more violently than 
b0 had ever loved them. When things had come 
to this crifisy and the King had entered warmly 
i»to the dt^gn of ruining the Boydes, a par- 
li»«e«ot was.called to meet at Edinburgh, No- 
vember ao. A.D. 1469.; and the Lord Boyde, 
his brother Sir Alexander, and his fon the Earl of 
Arran (though then in Denmark on the King's 
B B 4 bufinefs). 
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AJ).i469. bufinefs), were furamoned to appear before it, 
"-'^-^-^ to anfwer to the acculations that were to be 

brought a^inft them. '^ 
Fan oir the The Lord Boyde was aftoniflied beyond mea- 
Boydcf. fm-g j^t jhig unexpefted change in the affections 
of his fovereign. At firft he refolved to face the 
ftorm, and to come to parliament with fo great 
a retinue as would overawe his enemies. But 
finding that he had more powerful foes, and 
fewer friends, than he had imagined, he difmiffed 
his followers, and fled into £ngland, were he died, 
A. D. 1470. Sir Alexander Boyde being fick, 
could not or would not fly. The parliament pro- 
ceeded, November 22., to the trial of the Lord 
Boyde, and his fon the Earl of Arran, in their 
abfence. They were adcufed of high treafon, 
for taking the King out of the exchequer at Lin- 
lithgow, and bringing him to Edinbur^ againft 
his will, July 10. 1466., which, by a^ of parlia- 
ment (fays the record), and by the canon and 
civil law, is declared.to be treafon. Noperibn ap- 
pearing in their defence, they were immediately 
found guilty, and all their eilates confifcated. 
Sir Alexander Boyde was brought to the bar the 
fame day, and accufed of the lame crime ; to 
which he pleaded not guilty. The jury which 
confifl;ed of the following lords and barons, David 
Earl of Crawford, James Earl of Morton, William 
' Lord Abernethy, George Lord Seaton, George 
Lord Gordon, Alexander Lord Glamis, George 
Halyburton, Walter Lord Lorn, John Difli- 

*' Black A^ f. 5 z. Buduuu p. %zy, aaS. 

ington^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cfc.k. FU2.§ 3, CIVIL AND MILITARY. 377 

ington of Ardroffle, Archibald Dimdas ofA-D^u^^ 
DundaSy John Stewart of Craigie, William ^-*"^''-*^ 
Thaoe of Calder, Alexander Straton of Laurief- 
ton, John Wardlaw of Ricarton, George Camp- 
bdl of Loudon, having heard the evidence and 
pleadings for the crown, and the defence of the 
prifbner, retired a little to deliberate, and then 
returned with a verdift, finding the prifoner. 
guilty. He was then condemned to be beheaded 
on the caftle hill of Edinburgh, the common 
place of execution, and his eftate confifcated. 
The parliament, November 27., annexed all the 
great eftates erf' the Boyde fsunily to the crown ''• 
Thus fell the Boydes, from a height of power and 
(^ulence to which few fubje3;s in Scotland ever 
attained, by a ruin equally fudden and unex-' 
pe3;ed. If they really carried off the King from 
Linlithgow by force, intentionally corrupted his 
manoors, and abufed the facility of his youth, 
as was now alleged, their fate was not unmerited ; 
bat if they were innocent of all this, as they af- 
' firmed, it fixes an indelible ftain on the memory 
of James III., or rather on thofe whopoflefled 
his confidence, and took advantage of his youth 
and inexperience. 

Though the Earl of Arran mufl>have heard ill a.d.z47», 
Denmark of thefe tranfa3;ions, fo fatal to his fa- ^ari of 
nily and fo threatening to faimfelf, he determined ^ Den- 
to^xecute the honourable commifiion with which ^ nark. 
be was invefl^ed, probably entertaining hopes, that 
the influence of the young and beautiful Queen 

:^ Trial of thtB^deii extraOedihmi the Record0>p.z87* 
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AJ(>.x47d. he was bringing home, joined to that of his own 
-L-^^uj ||£fe^onate confort, the King's fifter, would pro- 
cure his pardon, and bring him into favour. He 
(ailed from Copenhagen about the end of May 
A.D. 1470., and arrived in a few days in the 
Frith of Forth. As foon as the fleet was difco* 
vered, the Counteis of Arran made her efisap^ 
from Edinburgh in difguife, and got on boai%l 
her hufband's (hip. .Butihe brought him no com- 
fort, but that of mingling her tears with his^ and 
declaring her refoUition to ihare in all his for- 
tunes } for fhe aflqred him, that the power and 
malice of his enemies were then fi> great, that if 
he fell into their hands^ he would certainly be 
put to death; On receiving this aflurance, the 
unfortupate Earl went with hisCountefsx>n board 
a Danifh fhip in his fleet, and immediately re>* 
turned to Denmark. " 
thdKing't , After the flight of the Ead of Arran, the fleet 
*'*™»*- proceeded up the Frith ; the Queen landed at 
Leith, amidfl: the loud acclamations of a pro- 
digious multitude of people, and was married to 
the King, with unoommon feftivity and pomp^ 
June 15. A.D. 147a, the royal bridegroom being 
in his feventeenth^ and the blooming bride in her 
fixteenth year. Queen Margaret excelled all the 
princefles of that age (fays Ferrerius) in lieauty 
and the elegance of her peribn, but ftill move in 
prudience; piety, inodefliy, and fweetnefs of 4em^ 
per ^\ Ten days after their marriage (June250 
the King granted her the caAle and lordlhip of 

*' Buchaa. Lia. p.»aS* Fencrhu in Append, ad Kft. Bbedu 
KaSS. ^ Id. Ibid. 

Kilmar<^ 
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Kflmamock) to purchaie omameats for her bead^ aj>.i47o. 
and fome other parte of drefs. " w--v-*-' 

The adventures of the unfortunate Earl of ^^j^^x^^j. 
Arran after his flight are not oertamly known, as &c. 
different accounts are given of them by different Hs^ton 
authors ^^ All we know with certainty is, that his married to 
confort bore him a fon and a daughter, while flie ^^*'' 
remained with him in exile ^^ The King her 
brother, or thofe about him, ufed every pojfible 
means to prevul upon her to abandon her hus- 
band and return home, but for a confide]rable 
times all thefe means were ineffeStuid. At length aj>. 1473. 
he directed or permitted her frtends in Scotland *^ 
to give her hopes, that if £he complied with the ''^^^* 
King's defire, ihe would probably procure the 
reftoration of her hirfband to his eftates and ho- 
nours. Influenced by th^fe hopes, ihe returned 
to Scotland, moil probably A. D. 1473* ^^^ ^ 
toon found that all application in favour of her 
^fidband were perfe^ly vain and hopelefs, and 
that other defigns were formed. A profecution 
ibr Of divorce from hiui was commenced (but 
whether with her confent or not, or upon what 
grounds, we are not informed ) ; and when we 
confider bow eafily divorces were obtained in 
thofe times, on a great variety of pretences, we 
have reafon to betieve that £he was adtually di- 
vorced, and her marriage with theEarl of Arrw 
diffolved. But however that might be, ihe was 
married to James Lord Hamilton in June^ A.D. 
1474. J but whether her former huiband was then 

^ Rej^of theGrettSetlyRegiBerKsfie^Edinlmii;^ 

dead 
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AJ}.i4U* dead or not, is uncertain. The King granted a 

'' '^~ ^ charter of the lands of Kinneil, and feveral other 

eftates, to. that Lord and his wife Mary, the 

King's filler, dated July 12. A. D* 1474. *• As 

King James was ftill young, it is uncertain what 

influence he had in thefe tranfafifcious. 

AJ>.i475» Though the truce between the two Britifii lia- 

Negotia- ^j^^g ^j. |.jjjg ^^^^ ^^g ^^^ ^^jj obferved, and it 

was impoffible to reftrain the borders from mu- 
tual depredations ; yet as thofe who had the 
chief diredtion of affitirs in both kingdoms were 
averfe to war, thefe depredations did not pro- 
duce an open rupture. To prevent this, fre- 
quent meetings of the commiffioners of both 
kings were held every year, for feveral years, 
for redreifing abuies, and contriving regulations 
for the better obfervation of the truce, of which a 
minute detail would afford little inftru^bion and 
no entertainment. Edward IV. after his reftora- 
tion, A. i). 1 47 1., that he might be at leifure to 
fix himfelf firmly on the throne, and take ven- 
geance on his capital enemy the King of France^ 
laboured eameftly to gain the friendfliip of the 
King, the nobles, and people of Scotland. With 
this view, he redrefled all the injuries of .which 
they complained with great alacrity, and fet on 
foot a negotiation for promoting intermarriages 
between the great families of the two king- 
doms, and between the two royal families.'^ In 
confequence of thefe negotiations^ a contraft of 

^ Regifter of the Great Seal> James m. 
» Rym. Feed. tom.xi. p.7i6— 719. ;3j. 740. 748. 758. 774. 
776. 786-T-79I- 

marriagt 
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marriage, was concluded at Edinburgh, O£to- ad.x475« 
ber 26. A. D. 1474., between James Prince of ' '"^""'^ 
Scotland and the Princefs Cecilia, King Edward's 
youngefl daughter, though they were both in 
thdr infancy. ^ 

The lords of- the Ifles, earls of Rofs, had ad. 1476. 
often rebelled, and been often fubdued, but had ^ari of 
never been cordial fubjedls to the kings of Scot- faulted." 
land. We have already heard of the treafon- 
able confederacy into which John Lord of the 
Ifles and Earl of Rofs entered with Edward IV. , 
and how that confederacy was defeated, A.D. 
1462.^^ That chief lain having about this time 
railed fome freih diflurbances^ and been obliged 
to fubmit, he was focfaulted November 27. 
A.D. 1475m in a parliament . that met at Edin-r 
burgh on the 20th of that month. But in the 
Dext parliament, that met at the fame placet 
July 4. A. 0.1476., the King, at the earneft 
requeft of the Queen, and in conlideration of 
his relation to the royal family, with the con<' 
feht of the whole parliament, July 25., reftored 
him to blood, created him a lord of parliameut, 
by the title of Lord qf the IJks^ and granted 
him all his eftates (which appear to have been 
very great), except the earldom of Rofs, the 
lordihips of Kintyre and Knapdale, which were, 
by an a6t of the fame parliament, annexed to 
the crown, ♦* 

» 

^ Rym.Fce(Ltom.iz. p.8»4— -834. - 
^^ Seep.36»« &c. 

^ Reglft. Mtgni Stgillii Jaoobi ISL CnifiM^ Peeragei p. %%%. • 
BUck A^ fol. 64. 
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AD.I477* In the courfe of this year, an unhappy qqar- 
^^j[^^ rel broke out between the King and his two 
the £ari brothers, the Duke of Albany and the Earl of 
of Mar. i^ar, which was produd;i ve of the moft fatal con- 
fequences. James IIL had a taile for the fine 
arts, and fpept much of his time in the company 
of thofe who excelled in thefe arts, who poflefled 
a much greater (hare of his favour and bounty 
than they were intitled to by their rank in life« 
This gave great offence to his brothers, and to 
many of the ancient nobility, who were at no 
pains to conceal their contempt and hatred of 
thofe upftart favourites, and their diflatis&3;ion 
with the King on their account. The Earl of 
Mar, being young, fierce, and paffionate, was 
moft unguarded in his expreffions of refentment 
againft the King, and threats of vengeance on 
his minions ; for which he was confined, firfl at 
Craigmillar, and afterwards in the Canongate^ 
where he died^^ The manner of his death is not 
certainly known; but the moft probable account 
that is given of it feems to be this, -r- that the 
excefs of his rage at his confinement threw him 
into a fever and phrenzy, of which he died, *♦ 
AJ>.Z47S» The de^th of the Eaii of* Mar, wliatever the 
A^oLk^ manner of it was, greatly increafed the diflattfl 
9f Albany. fa£tion of the difcontented nobles with the King, 
and their rage againft his ikvoarites. The Duke 
of Albany, not being able to conceal hi& indigna^ 
tion and defigns of vengeance, was fuddenly feized^ 

^ Ferrer, id. $^u Bachaiu pbi^A. AJtmooaihfp yoL%. p. 4»8* 

and 
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and committed 8 cloib prifoner to the cafUe of AJ).z479. 
Edinburgh, with only one page to attend him. ^ '"-^ ^- 
Dreading either a pubHc trial and execution, or 
private aflaffination, the Duke made his efcape 
out of the caftle with great difficulty, and got on 
board a (hip at Leith, which carried him to his 
caftle of Dunbar. Thinking it unfafe to ft ay in 
that place, h^ made his efeaipe into France ; and 
the caftle was foon after furrendered to the King.'*' 
' The Duke of Albany was kindly received by AJD.i47«i 
Lewis XI. King of France ; but that wife prince Mamagt 
refufed to employ any other means but iri treaty Duke of 
and perfuafion to obtain his reftoration. He ac- Aibanyw: 
cordingly fent John Ireland, doctor of the Sor- 
bbnne, a Scotfman, famous for his eloquence and 
learning, as his ambaflador to the King of Scot^ 
land, to perfuade, and intreat him to be recom 
ciled to his brother, and reftore him to his eftatei; 
and honours. The ambaflkdor was well chofen, 
and rendered himfelf highly acceptable to the 
King, by his preaching and converiation; but he 
was obliged to return without any fuccefs in his 
embafly. In the mean time, the King of France 
procured for the Duke an advantageous marriage 
with a daughter of the Earl of Boulogne, with 
an ample fortune ; which enabled him to live in 
his exile in a manner fuitable to his rank. ^ 

That harmony and friendly int^rcourfe which AD.i4«©, 
had fubfifted feveral years between the two ^^^^ ^ 
Britifli courts, was now unhappily interrupted. bJl^e 
This was owing to the intrigues of the Duke of ^^^ 

^ Ferrer. p«i9». Buchaa* p* %$%» -^ Fenrer. foi. 399. 

Albany,^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



384 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. BookV. 

A.D.i4Sd. Albany, and a difcontented party of the Sciots 
^ nobility, who carried on a treafonable correfpon- 

hnd. ^ " dcnce with the King of England, and the exiled 
.Earl of Douglas, inviting them to invade their 
country, and promifing them their affiftance. 
Though King Edward had often declared the 
mod determined refolution to ob&rve the truce 
that then fubfifted between the two nations; 
nay, though he had concluded a contra6t of 
marriage between the Prince of Scotland and 
his youngeft daughter, and had even paid a part 
of her portion, he had not the refolution to Refill 
the profpe6t that now prefented itfelf, of reco- 
vering the town of Berwick, and of gaining other 
advantages, by the diftra^ions of his neighbours. 
The borderers were encouraged to make hi- 
curlions into Scotland ; which were inflantly re- 
turned, and the flames of war were kindled in a 
moment *\ In the preamble to the commiffion 
which he granted. May 12. A.D. 1480., to bis 
brother Richard Duke of Gloucefter, to be his 
lieutenant-general, he fays, that— *'* James King 
^^ of Scotland, inflamed with inveterate en* 
^< mity and obdurate hatred, difregarding the 
^< honour of his own name, and defpifing all 
^< nobility, had determined to break all his pro* 
" mifes, and make war upon him;**— ^expref- 
fions which were plainly calculated to pleafe the 
difcontented nobles of Scotland ^« He granted 
another commiifion, June 20., to the Duke of 
Gloucefter, the Earl pf Northumberland, and 

^7 Rym. Fed. torn, u* p. 43. 4X« s^• StQWf p*43^ 
^ Ryin. feci* torn. zx. p. 1x5. 

many 
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many other lords and gentlemen, to array all his ad.iaZo^ 
fubje^ capable of bearing arms in the northern ,^~ ""'" ^ 
counties, to defend the kingdom againft the 
Scots. -» 

King James, either inftigated by the King of Stntugenw 
France and his own confidents, or forced to it 
by preparations in England, prepared for war. 
The incurfions of the Englifli r onfed the national 
animoiity of the Scots, who croudcd to hia 
ftandard ; and he foon found himfelf at the head 
of a gallant army, with which he marched to* 
wards the b<»rders, before the Duke of Gloucefter 
was ready to oppofe him. But his pr<^refs wa$ 
flopped by a ftratagem. A mefTenger, or rather 
one who pretended to be a meflenger, from the 
Pope's legate in England, met him, and in the 
Pope's name enjoined him to lay down his arms, 
that all Chriftian princes might unite their forces 
againft the common enemy, tlie Turks. James, 
naturally difinclined to war, and believing that 
a fimiiar injunction (as he was told) had been 
laid on the King of England, difb^nded his 
army ^\ Towards the end of this year, the Eng* 
li(h army, commanded by the Duke of Glou* 
cefter, made an unfuccefsM attempt on the 
town and daftle of Berwick. *' 

Aconcife account hath been already given of Aj).i4gi. 
tbetranfa^ons between the two Britifhnationsin ^J^^' 
this and the twoibcceedingyears; butin thisplace Edward. 
it will be proper to be a little more particular^''. 

^» Rym. Feed, tomria. p.ii7» 

^ iV^creroiribyi 'VdL %. p. 434. piack A6i%, foL 5^ • 

" Ibid. ** See p.a40— a^t* 

^WL. IX. c c Edward, 
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AJ).i48r. Edward, determined to make an attempt againft 
'^"""■^^ ' Scotland by fea, granted commiffions, Febru- 
^^y^S'j to certain mailers of fbips, to prefs as 
many failors as would be fufficient to man a fleet 
of eleven fail againft his faithlefs and ancient 
enemy the King of Scots ^K He gaVe a iimilar 
Commiflion, March. 2., to nine gentlemen, (p 
provide artillery, ammunition, and arms of all 
kinds, to be carried into the north, for the ufe of 
an army, t-o reiift an unexpected invafion from 
Scotland *^ That nothing might divert the at- 
tention of his fubje6ts from the bufinefs of the 
war, he Ihut up the couits of juftice till Michaelr 
mas ^K He alfo appointed commiffioners to ne- 
gotiate a treaty with his mofl dear couiins^ the 
Lord of the Ifles and Donald Gorne ; and in a 
word negledled nothing to render jbimfelf for- 
midable to his enemies. ** 
Pariia- King Jamcs was no lefs a6tive in his prepara- 

'"^* tions. He called a parliament, which met at 
Edinburgh April 2., and formed the mod Ipirited 
Tefolutions for a vigorous pcofecution of the war. 
They declared their own and theiy fovereign'/s 
pacific difpofitions and willingneis to kee^ the 
truce, which had been intimated to the Kang of 
England by a herald and purfuivant^ who bad 
been detained long, and fent back contemptu- 
' oufly without any anfwer. They exprefled the 
ftrongeft refentment againft the reifac (robber) 
lldward, who, prompted by avarice and ambition 
had determined, if he could, to make a con« 

" Rym. Feed, tom.ia. p. 1394 ^ «♦* Id. ibid. p.Zijo» 

^ H. ibid. p. 14X- ' *• Id. ibid. 
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queft ipf the kiftgdotn, and fojemnly proraifed to AD.i48i» 
defend their King's perfon and family with tlieir ^-^^'^-^ 
lives and fortunes, as theii' anceftors had often 
done. The King, on his part, confidering the 
fincere affe6lion and hearty love of his fubje^ls, 
promifed to govern according to law, and by the 
advice of his parliament, which appointed am- 
bafladors to be fent by the King and the three 
eftates to the 'King of France, to folicit his af- 
fiilance. They commanded all the lieges to be 
armed, and frequently exercifed, and to join the 
royal ftandard within eight days after they were 
charged : they bellowed the higheft praifes oa 
the King, for having repaired the fortifications 
of Berwick, and furniftied it with a garfifoa 
of 500 men, at his own expence ; and, in con- , 
fideration of this, the three eftates engaged to 
raife and pay 500 men to defend the other caf- 
ties on the borders: they commanded all the 
lords to fortify their own catties, and furnifti them 
with artillery, ammunition, and men: they made 
many excellent regulations for procuring and 
conveying intelligence; and ftill further, to 
fliew their loyalty, they ordered a proclamation 
to be publilhed, offering the' reward of a free^ 
hold eft ate of 100 marks a-year, and 1009 
marks in money, to any man who fliould kill, 
or bring to the King, the exiled Earl of Douglas, 
and fmaller rewards for his accomplices "^ It 
is very remarkable, that Archibald Earl of 
Angus was prefent in this affe6lionate and loyal 

«7 SeeBUckAa8,fol.65— 68. ' { ■' , 
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AJ).i48i. parliament, and was fworn in, April xi., war- 
^ ^den of the eaft raarches, a place of the greateft 
truft and honour *'. This difcovers the deep dif- 
fimulation of that great Earl, who was a moll in- 
veterate enemy to the unhappy King, as foon 
after appeared. 

MiUtary Though great armies were raifed in both king- 

©per ons. j^j^g ^j^jg year, and marched towards the bor- 
ders, they ftood dn the defenfivc, and did not 
come to any decifive srCtion, The Engliih fleet, 
with troops on board, failed up the frith of Forth ; 
and the troops attempting to land in feveral 
places,, were repulfed. At length they bnrnt the 
village of Blacknefs^, carried off a few merchant- 
fhips, and then returned to their own coafts. ** 

AD.iAtx. Alexander Duke of Albany, finding it impof. 

TpBaties. fible to perfuade the King of France to aflift 
him in making i^ar againft his brother and his 
native country, privately left his family, and 
came over to the court of England in the Ipring 
of this year**^. So6n after his arrival, he en- 
tered into fuch engagements with King Edward 
as difcover him to have been a man void of 
every principle of honour, and capable of the 
moll criminal and atrocious enterprifes. By a 
charter, dated at Fotheringay, Jane lo. (in 
which he fl;yled himfelf Alexandei* King of 
, Scotland with as little ceremony as if his 
brother King James and all his children had 
bteen dead), he engaged — to fwear fealty 

** Records of Parfiarocht, 1481 , Regifter-office, Edinbur^. 

» Ftwtr. foK394* ••* Rym. FcwL torn. la. p* 154^ 

to 
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to King Edward for the kingdom of Scotland, AD.ia9%, 
mthin fix months after he had got poffeflion ' 
of the greater part of that kingdom*— to dif- 
iblve all the confederacies between Scotland 
«id France— * and to iiirrender the town and 
caftle of Berwick*'. The day after he entered 
into flill more bafe and infamous engagements. 
In a charter, dated June 11., he had the mean- 
oefs to ftyle himfelf, " King of Scotland, by the 
** gift of the King of England," and engaged 
to give up Annandale, Liddifdale, Efkdale, and 
Ewfdale, with the caftle of Lochmaben. Nay, 
though he had a connexion with a daughter of 
the Earl of Orkney, which the Lady and her 
family eileemed a lawful marriage, and though 
be was folemnly married to a daughter of the 
Earl of Boulogne, and had a fon by each of thefe 
ladies; yet be now engaged to marry the Prinqefe 
Cecilia, King Edward's youngeit daughter (who 
had been contraAed to James Prince of Scot- 
land), if he could get clear of other women**. 
In a word, nothing could be more diflionourable 
than the defigns of the Duke of Albany at this 
time ; and yet that Duke is reprefented by the 
generality of our hiftorians, and was then be- 
lieved by the great body of the people, to be an 
innocent, opprefled patriot, and his brother King 
James a moft cruel, unprovoked tyrant. 

As foon as Edward had concluded thefe trea- Berwick 
ties with the Duke of Albany, he appointed, 
June 12., his brother the Duke of Gloucefler 
his lieutenant-general, to command the army 

^' Ryn|. Feed. torn, za* p. 15 6. ^' Id. ibid. 
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A.D.14S2. againft Scotland •^ That army, corififting of 
** ^^""^ 22,500 chofen men, rendezvoufed at Alnwick; 
and marching from thence under the command 
oFth6 Dukes of Gloucefter and Albany, the Earl 
of NorthumberlOTd, and feveral other noblemen, 
invefted the town and caftle of Berwick about 
the beginning of July. *^ 
TheKing's King James, having raifed an army to oppofe 
hauged. ' ''^^^ formidable invafion, direfted his march to- 
wards the borders; and about the end of June 
encamped at the town of Lauder. At that place 
a cruel and unexpe6led tragedy was a3:ed, which 
threatened the ruin of the King and kingdom. 
Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus, was at this 
time the moft powerful nobleman in Scotland, 
having pbtained froni the crown many of the 
eftates of the exiled Earl of Douglas. He waft 
married to a daughter of the late Regent Robert 
Lord Boyde;.and though he was not involved 
in the ruin of the Boydes, he fecretly refented 
the feverity with which they had been treated, 
and was deeply engaged in the treafonable 
fchemes of the Duke of Albany. This potent 
Earl had a private meeting in the night with the 
noblemen and gentlemen of his party, in the 
church of Lauder, to confult about the deftruc- 
tion of the royal favourites, as the moft efie^lual 
means of diftreffing the King and defeating the 
prefent expedition. At this meeting one of the 
members repeated the following fable: ** The 
^ mice (faid he) held a meeting, to confult 

*^ Rym. Feed. torn. xa. p. 156. , [^ Stow, p. 43a. 
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** about tkebeft toeans of preferving thetnfelves AJ).i48»- 
" from the cats. One moufe propoied to hang 
** a bell about the cat's neck, that, by its ring- 
** ing when the cat moved, they mig have 
^^ warning of their danger. But when it was 
♦* aiked, who will bell the cat? none of them 
** had fo' much courage.'* The Earl of Angus 
taking the faint, cried out, I will bell the cat ; 
which procured him the nickname oi Archibald 
Sett-the-cat ever after. Having formed their 
plan, they left the church ; and, attended by a 
l>ody of armed men, entered the royal tent 
early in the morning, and there feized fix pf 
the King's mod favoured confidents, viz. Robert 
Cochran an architefil, mafter of the work^. Sir 
William Rogers a' mufician^ Thomas Preftop, 
James Hommel^ William Torfefan, and one 
Xieonard. John R.£imfay of Balmain, a young 
'^^ntleman of a good family, was faved, by clafp- 
ing the King in his arms. After upbraiding 
the King in very fevere tern^s, for fpending his 
tifae in fuch unworthy company, they carried 
off the £ix unhappy vi6iims, and hanged theip 
-over the bridge of Lauder. The King, (truck 
-with confternation at this cruel outrage, retired, 
with his uncle, the Earl of Athol, and iome 
other noblemen^ to the caftle of Edinburgh, or 
(as fome hiftorians xeport) was carried thither 
' and guarded as a prifonen The army difbanded 
in gieat confufion, every chieftain condudling 
hfe followers wherever he pleafed. ^*. 

«5 Ferrer, f. 395. Buchan. lib.ia. p. 434. Hawthomden, p.50« 
Ootfcroft, p. »»3, &c. Abercromby, vol. »• p.446. 
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'the garriibii in the town of Berwick, haviDg^ 
probably heard of what had happened at Lauder^ 
furrendered that place to the Englifli army ; but 
the Lord Hailes, who commanded in the caftle, 
made a brave defence. Tlie Dukes of Glou- 
cefter and Albany, not thinking it prudent to 
ipend their time before that fortreis, l^t 4000 
men to block it up, and marched northward 
with the reft of their army. They met with no 
enemy by the way, and took pofieffion of the 
city of Edinburgh without any oppofition.^ 
Pacifica- It is hardly poffible to conceive any country 
in a more deplorable condition than Scotlaad 
was at this time. The King was (hut up in the 
caftle of Edinburgh, and the Queen and Prince 
in the caftle of Stirling : the nobility were di- 
vided into factions, and the enemy in poflGsffion 
of the capital : but it was faved by the wifdom 
and fortitude of a few real patriots. William 
Archbifliop of St Andrew's, James Bifliop of 
Dunkeld, Andrew Lord Evandale, chancellor, 
and Colin Earl of Argyle, who had formed a 
fmall army of their followers near Haddington, 
fent propofals for an accommodation to the 
Dukes of Gloucefter and Albany, which were 
favourably received, and an accommodation 
was concluded at Edinburgh, Auguft a^ on 
the following conditions : — - 1 . The above pre*» 
lates and noblemen engage, that if the Duke 
of Albany ihall behave as a loyal fubjeA to his 
brother James King of ScotlatKl, he fliould en- 
joy perfeft freedom and fafety in that kingdom. 

^ Abercromby, vol, »; p.45o. 

II 2. That 
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^. llist they would prevail upon the King to i^ AD^St^ 
ilore him to all his houoiirS) offices, and eftates. *— 'v— ^ 
3. That they \^ould procure a pardon for himand 
all his followers (except fuch as were excepted by 
the laft parliament), for all crimes, and particu- 
larly for his afpiring to the throne when be was in 
England. 4. That they lyould procure the rati- 
fication of all this by the King in the next par- 
liament*'. By the third article in the above 
agreement it plainly appears, that fome of the 
treafonable tranfa6lions of the Duke of Albany 
in En^and, particulaily his intended ufiirpation 
4>f the throne, had come to the knowledge of 
King James and his miniilers. What induced 
the Dukes of Gloucefler and Albany to make 
this agreement, and drop the profecutibn of their 
Ichemes of conqueft, it is difficult to difcover, 
but it will foon appear that they had flill tbefe 
ichemes in view. 

Soon after this pacification, the Duke of Glou- Gmtneft 
<!efter returned with bis army into England, and ^?*®^ 
the Duke of Albany joined his countrymen. Albany. 
Having vifited the Queen and Prince at Stirling, 
he came back to Edinburgh, where avery curious 
piece of political mummery was exhibited. The 
Duke, affifted by the prpvoft, bailies, and fome 
of the citizens, madean attack upon the caftle, 
took it by aflauH, and fet tl^ King at liberty, 
without one drop of blood being f^ilt on either 
fide. The King received his brother with the 
ftrongeft expreffions of gratitude for his deKver- 

^ Ryin. Feed. torn. 2fi« p.l6b« 

ance ; 
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AJ).i4»i. flcnce; and the Dnke made the warmeft profef- 
fions of invidable love and loyalty to the King. 
To convipce the people that the reconciliation 
between the royal brothers was perfefilly fincerc 
and cordial, they rode on one horfe from the 
caftle to Holyrood-houfe, amidft the acclama- 
tions of the delude4 multitude'^^ This farce (for 
it deferves no better name) was carried ftili 
further. The Buke of Albany was conftituted 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom, lord high 
admiral, and warden both of the eail and weft 
inarches, by which the wholfe power of the crown 
was put into his hands. Befides all this, the 
King made him a grant of the earldoms of Mar 
and Garioch, which, with his great eftates c^ 
Albany, March, Annandale, and the Ifleof Man, 
made him as opulent as he was powerful. In the 
preamble of that grant, the King loads the Duke 
with the higheft praifes for his fidelity, loyalty, 
fraternal afied;ion, faithful fervices, &c. ; though 
he perfefikly well knew that he had come with an 
Englifh army to dethrone himfelf, and difinherit 
fais poftetity **. A few days after (November 16.), 
the King gave a charter to the provoft, bsulies, 
and community of Edinburgh, called the golden 

^ Pitfcotti^ p. 81. 

^ N08 alta mente confiderans fidem^ legalitateniy amorem, be- 
neybkatiamy fintarnam cidtatemy pieditein» cordtale fenritioiiif et 
virtutis obfequiunv quod frater nofter cariffimus Alexander Alba- 
nie dux, comes Marchle, domlnus vallis Annandle' et Mannie» 
geneimlis locum tenens, magiiua regni nofiri admimhit, ac goar- 
dianui orientalium tjL occidentalium marchiarum ejufdem yerTus An* 
yliam» nobis jamdudum provide prsefHtit, noftram de carctribus ex 
caftro noftro de Edinburgh Itberando perfonam^ drei £x Regift* 
Magai SigUli Jacob! UL Edi^buigh. 

charter. 
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charter^ containing various gifts and priviieges^ KD^u^z. 
i^bich they bad merited by theit loyalty and im* '• '~' 
portant fervices. ^"^ 

The feeming reconciliation of the royal bro- a.d,i483. 
thers, and the profperity of the Duke of Albany, infamou» 
were of Ihort duration. That turbulent ambii ^^^' 
tious Di;ike, fearing,- or pretending to fear, fome 
machiqations againft bis life, retired from court 
about the beginning of this year, and fliut himr 
felf up in his ftrong oaftle of Dunbar, and re- 
Hewed his treafonable correfppndence with the 
court of £ngland. He gave a coinmiffian, 
January 12., to threie of his moil zealous partis 
ians, and bittereil enemies of the King his bro* 
ther, ' Archibald Bell-the-cat, Earl .of Angus, 
Andrew Lord Gray, and Sir James Liddaleof . 
Ilalkerfton, to renew the treaty of Fotheringay 
with Edward lY., who appointed, February 9., 
Henry Earl of Northumberland, John Lord 
Scroope, and Sir William Parre, to treat with 
thQ(n. Tbefe commi0ioners met at Weftminfter, 
and jConcluded a treaty, February 11., that fixes 
an iftdelible ftain gf infamy on the character of 
tbe Du,||:e of Albany, and of all who promoted 
hiabafe de(ignsi* By that treaty it is ilipulated, 
— I, That there fliall be entire love and friend* 
ihip, between King .Edward and tbe Duke of 
Albany ; and that they fball aifiil each other, with 
all their power, ugainfl all men : 2* That there 
iball be truce. betweieo the fubje£ts df the King 
of England aftd the favourers of the Duke, of 
Albany^ who fhall give one lift of their names, 

^ Ex Re^& Magni Sigillt Jacobi HI. Edinburgh. 

and. 
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AJXxAts. 9iid another of the names of tbofe who were not 
his friends, that the laft might not hav<^ the bene* 
fit of the truce: 3. That the Dukes of Glou- 
cefter and Albany, the Earls of Northumberland 
and Angus, ihall be judges of all violations of 
this truce : 4^ That during the truce, the Duke 
of Albany Ihall exert all his power to acquire the 
crown of Scotland to himfelf, that he and the 
nobles of his party may do mighty fervice to the 
King of England againft the King of France : 
S. That King Edward fliall affift the Duke with 
competent forces in acquiring the crown ; and 
that the Duke fhall never make peace with his 
brother James, or any of his ofispring: 6. The 
three ambaflkdors engage for themfelves, on their 
honour and knighthood, that if the Duke of 
Albany (hall deceafe without iflue, they and all 
whom they can infiueqoe, Ihall become fubje^s 
of the King of England, and fhall keep their 
caftles from James, now King of Scots, and his 
fiiccefibrs : 7. That the Duke of Albany, within 
forty days after he obtains the crown, (hall dif- 
folve all the leagues between his kingdom and 
France : 8. That the Duke, when he becomes 
King^, (ball declare himfelf, bis heirs, his nobles, 
and ail his fubje^s, to be for tbe King of Eng- 
land, to ferve him with all their forces, at their 
own coft, as often as required,againft all princes, 
particularly againftthe King of France: 9. That 
the Duke and his hmrs (hall never d^iim the 
town of Berwick: 10. That the Duke, when 
King, (hall reilore the Earl of Douglas to his 
lands, according to an agreement botween that 

Earl 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ch. I. Pt. 2. § }• CIVIL AND MILITARY, ^^y 

Earl and th^ Earl of Angus : 1 1 . That the Duke, AD^z^s^* 
being King, flial! tanrry one pf the King of Eng- ^-^^-^--f 
land's daughters, wittiput a fortune. Could any 
thing be more unnatural and infamous than this 
treaty on the part of the Duke of Albany and bis 
ambafiadors ? How, much itas King James to be 
pitied, who bad fuch a brother and fiich fiib- 
je6ls 7' ! And yet (fo mu6h are the chara^er^ 
of princes and great men fdmetiinesfniftakei) by 
their contemporaries, and miireprefbnt^d to 
pofterity) the Duke and his confederates were 
believed by a great body of the people to be tbf^ 
champions of the honour and independency q€ 
their country, and have been celebrated as &ch 
by Ibme of our hifiorians* ^ 

The effects of this treaty were prevented, by Death ©r 
tbe deaUi of* the King of England^ in Ie& (iiaii Q"^"" 
two months after it was conduded. King James, ^^^ 
about the iaiiie time, loft his amiable and vir^ 
tuous confbrt. Queen Margaret of Denmark, 
who died at Stirling, tmA was buried in ;lhe abbey 
of Cambuflcenneth, near that town. 

King James, having dilbovered the treafcmable Parfi*- 
correfpondence of the Duke of Albany with the "*"'* 
court of England, caufed him and Sir James 
Liddale of flalkerfton to be fummoned to appear 
before a parliament that was to meet at Edin- 
burgh, June 27. A.D. 1483., to aniwer to a 
charge of high tresUbn. They bcth made their 
eicape into England ; and the Dttke, before his 

'' Ryin*F<B<L tofn.». p.173 — 175- 

'* Buchafl. lib. f%. p. 2^. Pitfcottit, p, %s» G^dkrok, p. a*;, 

departure. 
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A.D.1483. departure, delivered hig caille of Dunbar to an 
^**> — f Euglifli garrifon from Berwick. Their trials 
came on in parliament JPuly 8., when they were 
foundi guilty of high treafon (in their abfence, 
but on the cleared evidence), condemned to 
death, and all their honours, offices, lands, and 
goods, forfeited. But what is mc^ remarkable, 
both the Earl of Angus and the Lord Gray, 
(who, with Sir James Liddale,had made the above 
treafonable treaty with Edward IV.), fat as 
judges at thefe trials ; and were even appointed 
members of a committee to inquire of what 
lands and goods the two condemned traitors were 
p<rf!efled ". Whether Angus and Gray Had fo 
effectually concealed their treafons as to efcape 
fufpicion ; or their great power and that of their 
friends prote6i:ed them, or the King, by this ex- 
traordinary lenity, hoped to gain them, it is im- 
^poffible for us, at this diftance of time, to diC- 
cover. But certainly nothing ever exceeded the 
effrontery of thefe two lords, in fitting in judg- 
ment on their accomplices, with whom they 
knew they were equally guilty. 
AJD.1484. William Lord Crichton, a zealous partifan of 
Pariia- the Dukc of Albany, fortified his caflle of Criclu 
"^°'* ton, and refufed to Ihrrender it to the King ; but 
finding that it was not tenable, he fled into Eng- 
land. In the next feffion of parliament that met 
at Edinburgh^ February 24. A.D. 1484., Lord 
Crichton was found guilty of high treafon ; and 
the Earl of Angus and Lord Gray, flill wearing 

'^ Records of Purliament in the Re^Efter-office, Edinburgh. 

the 
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the maik of loyalty, fat as judges at his trial'*. A.D.148V 
At the earned requeft of parliament, the King ^! ^"^"^ 
promifed to give no remiiBon to any perfon con- 
vifted of treafon, for two years to come : a pro- . 
roife which the too great tendernefe of his heart , 
did not permit him to keep". The parliament- 
further advifed the King to a ftrift obfervation 
of the truce that bad been made with England^ 
to take great pains to reconcile his nobility to 
each other, and to befiege the caftl^ of Dunbar 
in the beginning of May '^ But this lad advice 
was either -not complied with, or the attempt was 
vnfuqcei^ful. 

When the Duke of Albany arrived in England, Battfeof 
he found every thing in confulion ; and his great ^eT"*** 
friend the Duke of Gloucefter, who had ufurped 
that throne, in no condition to affift him to ufurp 
another. But being inflamed by ambition and in- 
capable of repofe, he determined, with the aid of 
the long-exiled Earl of Douglas, to try his fortune 
in the field. 'Having collected a body of about 
500 horfemen, chiefly compofed of the robbers 
and plunderers in the Englifli borders, the Duke 
and Earl entered Annandale, and approached the 
town of Lochmaben, June 2 2., being the day of a 
great fair. The people at this fair, having their 
arms (according to the cuftom of the borders in 
tbofe times) to protect their goods, the lairds of 
Johnllone, Cockpool, and other gentlemen, put 
themfelves at their head, and oppofed the in** 

?^ R^ordsof Parliament .in the Regiiler-office^ Edinbur^li. 
,- '» Ibid, Black A<ft«, f. 70. '* Ibid. 

. yaders. 
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AJ>.Z484. vaders. A fierce coQfli6t enfued^ which con* 
^'^ ^^**^ tioaed feveral hours, with various fuccefs. At 
leqgth the Englifh were put to flight ; the Duke 
of Albany efcaped by the fwiftnefe of his horfe j 
but the Earl of Douglas was taken by Alexander 
Kirkpatrick, and carried prifoner to Edinburgh. 
Nothiogcan place the merciful diipofition of King 
James in a fairer point oiriew than his treatment 
of this hoary traitor, who bad been the author 
of fo many troubles of his country* Inilead of 
commanding him to be executed att his fofmev 
fentence, or bringing him to trial for his recent 
treafons, he only confined him to the abbey of 
Lindores^^ How inexculable are thofe hif- 
torians who have reprefented this Prince as a 
cruel implacable tyrant, who never forgave an 
injury!'^ 
Death of Soon after his repulfe at Lochmaben, the Duke 
^^^^J* of Albany left England, and went to the court of 
. France, where he received a wound in a touma* 
ment, of which |ie died ^\ This turbulent, ambi- 
tious prince, who had formed fo many cotifptra** 
cies againft his too indulgent brother, left two 
fons, Alexander Bifhop of Moray, and John 
Duke of Albany, who became Regent of Scot- 
land in the minority of James V. ^^ 
Tnice,&c. The captivity of tlie Earl of Douglas, and the 
death of the Duke of Albany, broke all the mea- 
fures of the Earl of Angus and his partifans, and 
obliged them to remain quiet for fometime. They 

w Budon. lib. xa, p.»36. '* Ibid. 

w Ferrer, f. 397. *» Crawftfd't ?ctr*ge> p r* «- 

werft 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC * 



Ch.^. ft. 2. #3, CIVIL AND MTLITARY, 401 

were under the greater neceffity of doing this, AJ0.x4«4* 
that a three-years truce with England was con- *' ^^^ 
eluded at Nottingham, September 21. A. D. 
1484. ; and at the fame place, on the fame day, 
a contrail of marriage was figned by the pleni* 
I>otentiaries of both Kings, between James Prince 
of Scotland and Ann de la Pole, daughter to the 
Duke of Suffolk, and niece to Richard III. by 
his fitter''. A congrefs was appointed to be held 
at York, on the next feaft of the Virgin Mary, 
to fettle all particulars refpe6Hng the intended 
marriage. ** 

King James laid the treaties of the truce and aj).i485. 
niarriage 1)efore his parliament at Edinburgh, Pariia. 
MAy26.A*D.i485. The parliament (in which the "**"*• 
Earlof Angus was prefent) approved of both thefe * 
treaties j and appointed an honourable embafly 
to be fent to the congrefe at York, confiding "of 
"a bifltop, ane earlj ane honourable 'and ^ie 
« eii&rk^ a lord of parliament, a knight yat is a . 
<' baroun, and a fquiar yat is a baroun, and with 
^^ yame fervandis to complete to the noumer of 
** fif^i-twa perfonis, and yat yai fall hail to jrr ex- 
penlis five hundreth pundis Scottis ^^" But the 
troubles in England, which terminated in the 
death of Richard III., prevented the meeting of 
the congreft at York. The parliament alfo ap« 

pointed an embalTy to be fent to the Pope, to ob- 

■ k , ' 

** R7ia.Fccd.tonuz». p.436— U6» •' Id.iWd# 

'' Itecords of Parliament. The publio^tion called the Black A^ 
it not a fsdthful tranfcript from the Records. The above tranladtiooy 
for example^ and many others^ are afcribed to a paifiameat that mef i 
February 24. A. D« X484* 
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AJ3.i4ti, tditi, amongft other things, his approbation of 

*'*""*'~^ the diflblution of the priory of Coldingham, and 

tile annexation of its revenues to the chapel 

royal in Stirling caftle, agreeable to tiie fentence 

of two cardinals, to whom that matter had been 

referred *\ This is a fufficient evidence that the 

parliament approved of that meaikre ; but as it 

pi^oduced very fatal efie6is, it merits a more par- 

ticuJar narration. 

P^^^ Stirling cafUe, on account of its beautiftal 

Humes and fituation aod delightful profpefts, was the fa* 

Nepburm. yourite refidcnce of James III., in which he 

built a palace, with an elegant chapel. To pro* 

cure fUnds for tiie fupport of a dean, prebendSi 

a numerous band ci fingers, mufidans, and 

other officers, he fuppreftd, by a regular pro* 

cefi, the priory of Coldingham, and endowed his 

chapel with its revenues. This gave great at* 

fence to the Humes (a numerous and powerful 

clan in the Merie), who had been aocullovied 

to receive profitable leafes and other advantages 

from the priors, who were generally of their own 

name ; and they having eutered into a bond of 

mutual affiftance with the Hepburns, both be^ 

came exceedingly turbulent and dtftffe3;ed to 

the King, and brought a great acceffion of 

ftrengtb to his fiscret enemies. ^^ « 

Caftie o£ The caftle of Dunbar was flill in the hamb of 

j^^^ the Englifh ; but being befieged in the fiimmer 

of this year, it was taken without much cfificulty, 

** RKordsof Parfiaottiit. 

*» Pidcottiet p. $6. Haiw^radeoi p. lot. 
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the galTifon deipairing of receiving any Ajc* A.D.Z485* 
cours.^* '^^^'t* 

Henry VIL fooa after his acceffion, began to ajd.i486. 
cultivate tlie fri^dfcip of the King of Scotland ; '^™"' 
and a truce for three years, from July 3. A. D.* 
i486., was concluded by the plenipotentiaries of 
both kings, after a negotiation of feveral days, in 
the months of June and July '^ From this truce 
it appears, that Archibald Earl of Angus ftiil en- 
joyed the favour and confidence of his fovereign, 
as he was appointed warden of the eaft and nf^id- 
die marches, and one of the confervators of th6 
truce *^ It is alfo remarkable, that John Ramiay 
of Balmain, lately created Lord Bothwell, was 
ouis of the negotiators of this truce ; which is the 
jGcft time we meet with any of King Jameses fa- 
vouritea (about whom there hath been fo much 
nioift) emj^yed in any important or national 
tranfa^on. This treaty was ratified by King 
James at Edinburgh, O^ber 24. A. D. i486. *' 

Several infurre6lion8 in England, and the af- ajd.mS;. 
fail- of Lambert Simnel, having convinced Hen- Treaty. 
ry VIL that he had many enemies both at hom^ 
and abroad, he became very defirous of a more 
fecure peace with the kingdom, and a more inti- 
mate conne£l;i<Ki with the royal family, of Scot- 
land. With this view he fent Richard Bifliop of 
Exeter, and Richard Bdgeeombe, comptroller of 
hk houiebold, ambafiadors to Edinburgh, to 
negotiate l^efe affairs ; and King James ap- 
pointed WiUiam Bifiiop of Aberdeen, and John 

•'■' Abercromby, tola, p.468. •^ Rym. Feed. torn. 12^ 

p. j|8^— a9v •" W. ibid* '^ 14. ibid, p.316. - 

D D a . Lord 
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A.D*i4S7« Lord Bothwelly to treat with thenu T%efepleiii- 
^ ~'' ' pptentiaries having agreed upon certain prelim 
minaried for a truce and intended intermar- 
riages, one copy of them was figned by Carlifle 
herald, commiffioned by the King of England^ 
and delivered at Edinburgh, November 17., to 
Snowdon herald, who, by virtue of a ccNnmii^ 
fion from the King of Scotland, figned and de- 
livered another copy to Carlifle herald at the 
iame time. By thefe preliminari^, — the truce 
was prolonged-^ a marriage was propofed be> 
tween James Marquis of Ormond, King Jamea's 
lecond ion, and the third daughter of the late 
King Edward IV. ; another between King James 
and Queen Eliiabeth, Edward's widow, and a 
third between James Prince of Scotland, and 
fuch another daughter of King Edward as ihoiild 
be agreed upon by the two kings. As the Ku^ 
of Scotland infifted on the delivery of BerwidE 
to him, that matter was to be finally fettled be* 
fore any of thefe marriages took effect. To bring 
thefe important affiurs nearer a conclufion, ani- 
other meeting of the jdenipotentiaries was ap« 
pointed to be held at Edinburgh, January a4. 
A. D. 1488., and a feeond in the monUi of May, 
at a place to be agreed upon ; and that the two 
kings fliould have a perfonal interyitW in Jidy«^ 
P^iriia. King Jam€^ cajled a parliammt that mot ^ 

Edinburgh, October I. A.D. 1487.; and both th* 
Earl of Angus and his eldefl; fon were prefeiit% 
The parliament made jan affe3;ing reprefentatioa 
to the King of the deplorable difi:refs and border 

^ R}rm* Foed. tonu 14. p, 39$— j^s* 
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of the kingdom, •' throw treibun, flauchter, reif, AJ).i4«7. 
^ birning, theft, and oppin heirfchip, throw de- 
•* fault of fcharpe execution of juftice, and oyer 
^ commoun granting of grace and remiifiounis 
« to trefpaflburis/* The King, at the earneft 
requeft of the three eftates, promifed to give no 
remiflSon to any perfon wTio was guilty of any 
of the above crimes for feven years. This pro* 
toife gave great fatisfa£fcion, which is exprefled 
in the following ftrong terms : — " Becaufe our 
*• foverane lord has fo gracioufly applyit him to 
** the counfall of his thre eftatis at this.tyme 
•f in all thingis concerning thame, and the com- 
^^ moun proffeit of the realme, and beninglie 
«* gnantit to lliame all thair defyre and requeiftis 
*^ that they have maid to His Majeftie ; all the 
<« lordis fpiritual and temporal, barronis, frehal« 
" ders, and communities of the eftatis of the 
*^ realme, hes freelie grantit, that ever ilk ane of 
^ thame for himfelf, fall faithfully promit and 
<^ fweir, that they fall not in tyme to cume mam 
^ tein, fortifie, fupplie, defend, xior be advocatis, 
<^ nor ftand at the bar, with manifeft tratouris, nor 
^.commoun men flayares, theiffis reifl&ris, nor 
«* other trelpaffouris/* The parliament, in this 
feffion, made many excellent regulations for pre- 
venting the crimes above mentioned, and for 
bringing thofe who were guilty of them to juftice^ 
In particular, they made it high treafon, « to 
^« do or attempt to do contrarotthe union and 
«• annexatioun maid of the pryorie of Colding^. 
^ hame tothe King's chapel royal.*' *' 

9' Recocds oi Fuiiament. Black A6th f- 75— 7^^ 

DP 3 The 
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AJ)*X488. The fecond feffion of this parliament began at 
g^'jJI^^ Edinburgh, January 29. A, D. 1488. ; and fVom 
iemon. the records, it feems to have been animated by 
the fame ipirit of loyalty, and entire iatisfadtion 
with the King and his ad minift ration, as the 
former. The three eftates approved of the preli- 
minary treaty refpedtitig the propofed marriages 
between the two royal families, and appointed 
plenipotentiaries to attend the meeting that was 
to be in May about that matter, and gave them 
exprefs inftru£tions, not to confent to a peace, or 
to any of the marriages,' unlefs the King of Eng- 
land agreed to reftore, or at leaft to deftroy, the 
town and caftle of Berwick. The King, in full 
parliament, created his fecond fon Duke of Rofs, 
and the barons Drummond, Yefter, Sanquhar, 
and Ruthven, Lords of parliament. The lad a€i; 
of this feffion is remarkable. The Humes and 
Hepburns had paid no regard to the late a3:, de- 
claring it high treafon to obftru6i the annexation 
of Coldinghame to the chapel royal, but had op- 
pofed that meafure with the greateft violence. 
The parliament therefore appointed a commit- 
tee, with parliamentary powers, to try all who 
had violated that a£l; ; and the Earl of Angus, 
with the chief men of his party, were members 
of that committee^*. So artfiilly had they con- 
cealed their treafonable machinations, that the 
King, at this time, believed th6m to be his bell 
friends. The parliament was then adjourned to 
the 5th of May ; but it was difiblved by procla- 
mation February 21., and a new patUanmeit was 

f Records of IMiaiDeiifk: 

' fummoned 
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fuoUDoned to meet. May i2.» at Edinburgh *^ A4>.z488^ 
The troubles that foon after arofe prevented the ^- —^^ 
meeting of that parliament. 

The Earl of Angus and his partifans were Coiifpu»- 
greatly alarmed at the intended intermarriages ^' 
between the two royal families. Confcious of 
their own guilt, fufpe£ting, or perhaps knowing, 
that Queen Elifabeth was not ignorant of it, they 
juftly dreaded that flie would communicate the* 
knowledge of their treafonable intrigues with her 
late bufband to her future fpouie, and perhaps 
produce the original treaty of Weftminfter, A.I>. 
1483,, which would render their guilt evident, 
and their ruin certain ^\ They determined there- 
fore to prevent the intended marriages at any 
rate, and {o dethrone, or even deftroy, their fo^ 
vereign, as the only means of preventing their 
own deftrudtion. They began by ipreading the 
moft odious calumnies againft the King, repre- 
fenting him as a blood-thirfty tyrant, becaufe be 
W9iB then endeavouring toexecute the laws againft 
traitors, murderers, thieves, and plunderers, ac* 
cording to his promiie ; as an enemy to all his 
ancient nobility, becaufe he had raifeid John 
Ramlay di Balmain, an old and feithful fervant, 
to be a lord and mafter of the houfehold. The 
fiarl of Angus gave out^ that the King had 
fiMsned a {dot to deftroy many a£ the nobility at 
thelaft meeting of parliament ; had communi- 
cated the defign to him, and defired his affiftance ; 
than which nothing can be more ina^probable ^K 

•* ReeocdiofPlarliameiit. ^ ^V»i9$^W» 

^ Bnchab. Lza* p*>37* Godilen)ft»p«aaS« 
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ASXijM* Thefey and other calumnies, poiibned the minds 
'~ ^~'"-' of the common people, and made too great an 
impteffion on fome perfons of rank. AhdrewLord 
Grey, the chief afibciate of Angus in die aflBiir of 
Lauder and all his other treafons, engaged with 
great ardour in this conlpiracy ; and John Lord 
Drummond, though advanced to the peerage 
only a few weeks before^ a&ed the fame part. 
* Sir Alexander Hume, afterwards created Lord 
Hume, Patrick Hepburn Lord Hailes, with all 
the gentlemen of the names of Hume and Hep« 
burn, being already obnoxious to the law, en- 
tered warmly into the defigh of dethroning the 
ELing, to prevent their own condemnation. All 
the borderers, the moft warlike people in the 
kingdom, dreading the execution oT the late 
laws againft murder, theft, and robbery ; and in 
a word, all vagabonds and outlaws, who feared 
the punifliment they knew they deferved, joined 
in this conlpiracy, and added greatly to ita 
ftrength. The Earl of Argyle, theBifliop of Glaf- 
gow, and the Lord Lyfle, alfo joined this party. 
The Earl of Argyle had lately been deprived of 
the chancellor's office ; the Bilhop of Glaigow 
had a conteft with the Archbifliop of St. An- 
drew's, ^nd the Lord Lyfle was at variance widi 
James Earl of Buchan, the King's uncle, which 
might have fome influence on their cqndu€t on 
this occafion. ^ 
R^iellMm. King James, perceiving the impending ttotmy 
endeavoured to guard againfl; it, by furnifliing 

•^ Ferrer, £• J99« Crawford'^ Peerage, p. 259. 2^ 

the 
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iim caftles of Stirliog and Edinburgh with every aj>.i4M. 
thing neceflarj for thdr defence. Having com- ^"^ ^~ ^ 
mitted the ctiOody of the former, and of his 
three ions, to James Schaw of Sauchie, in whole 
fidelity he placed the moft perfeft confidence, 
he embarked at Leith with a fmall retinue, and 
landed in Fife. The confpirators now broke out 
into open rebellion, tfeized part of the King's 
baggage, and Some boxes of his money at Leith, 
and took the caftle of Dunbar byfurprifis, in 
which they found money, arme^, and ammu* 
nition. ^^ 

The King proceeded northward, by Aber- The King 
deen, to Invemefi, ifluing proclamations to all Ktiretima 
bis fbfa^efts in thofe parts to join his flandard on ^ ^^ * 
a certain day. Thefe proclamations were ft- 
vourably received ; the Earl of Crawford who 
bad been lately created Duke of Montrofe, the 
Earls of HunUy, Enrol, Athol, Rothes, Suther- 
land, Caithnels, and Marifchal, with the Lords 
Forbes, Ogilvie, Frafer, and all the chieftains of 
the north (except the Lords Gray and Drum- 
snond), applied thmnfelves to raiie their fol- 
lowers to fupport their fovereign^. At Inver- 
Befs, James gave, a freih proof of his merciful 
Md forgiving diQK>fition, by pardoning the Lord 
Crichton (who there threw himfelf at his feet), 
though he had been one of his moft inveterate 
eomaies^. But when he was thus employed, he 
received intelligence that overwhelmed him with 
furprife and forrow. 

^ Phicottierp.86i 8;i H«wthoniden9p.zzo. 
^.Ferrer. £.400. » iiawUumdeiii piiix. 
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When the confpirators affembled their forces, 
thcgr found themfelves ftrong and welliqipointed, 
t>ut without a^y perlbn they could propofe to 
iubftitute in the place of ihe prince they in* 
tended to dethrone; and without this they 
knew they could hardly hope for fuccefs* Ha:v* 
ing call their eyes on the King's ddeft fon, as in 
9II reQ>e£U fitteft for their purpofe, they found 
ineans to open a correlpondence widi the go* 
vendor of Stirling caftle, and by great bribes 
and greater promifes, prevailed upon him to 
betray his important truft, and deliver the Prince 
into their hands at Linlithgow '% As the 
Prince was only about iBfteen years of age at 
this tiflif^ k would not be difficult to deceive 
ban by ipeeious arguments, particularly by 
threateping (as we are told they did), that if he 
did not join them, they would fubjeSk the kii^ 
domtotheEngliih.'^' 
P^Msfica- : As foon as the King received the news of this 
^f ^ WEihappy and unexpe&ed event, he returned to 
the fouth with fuch troops as had joined him, 
dixeOmg the diieftains in thofe parts to follow 
him. Bang wafted with his army ^ver the Fbrth 
by the fiimous Sir Andrew Wood of Largo, he 
^Qcamped at Blad^ne&, within a few miles of 
Linlit^ow, the head-^quarters of the infurg^its. 
There be was joined by the Earl of Glencaim, the 
LMdaErflune, Maxwell, Ruthven, SirThoiMa 
Senqple, and Sir Alexander Boyde, wi(A tl^ar 



^ PSticottic^ p. 8;, 88* HMrthoateif p^iis. Buihii f.>at> 
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followers, which retidiered his army fuperior to ^^^^ 
that of bis enemies. But James, naturally timid 
and averfe to war, entered into a negotiation 
with the adverfe party ; and having given a corn- 
miflSon to the Bi0iop of Aberdeen, the Earls of 
Huntly and Marifchal, the Lord Glamis and 
Alexander Lind&y, to treat with the Biihop of 
Glafgow, the Eark of Angus and Argyle, the 
Lord Hailes and Lyfle; thefe commiffioners con- 
cluded a pacification, at Blacknefs, about the 
middle of May A. D. 1488., on the following 
terms : u The King (hall be fupported in his 
eftate, honour, and royal authority, that he may 
adminifter juftice impartiidly to all his fubjeds : 
2. The King's moft noble perfon ftall be at dA 
times, in honour, fecurity, and fredlom, at* 
tended by prelates, earls, lorcb, aad barons, of 
the greateft wifdom, and moft agrerable to him, 
and his fubje^s of all parties : 3. AU perfons 
now about the Prince, who have c^^ded the 
King, fhall make fuch amends as the above com- 
miflioners fhall determine, faving their hcmours, 
eftates and lives: 4. The King ftiall allow an 
honourable appointment to the Prince his fon, 
to be fettled by the faid commiffioners: 5. Itiat 
lords and honourable perfons of wifdom and 
virtuous difpofitions, fhall be conftantly about 
the Prince in his tender age: 6. The Prince 
fhall at all times love, honour, and obey his 
father: 7. The lords, and odiers about ^m 
Prince, fhall enjoy the King's favour and grace: 
a. The Prince fhall take into his hearty love 
and fevour, all the lords and otheirst who have 

ferved 



Digitized by 



Google 



^12 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. BookV. 

AJD.Z4SS. ferved the King in thefe times of trouble : 9. 
^ ~^ '- "The commiflSoners fliall endeavour to remove 
all perfonal and family ieuds between the lords 
of the different parties, particularly that be- 
tween the Earl of Buchan and Lord Lyfle.*** 
Negotla^ This wife and equitable treaty did not pro- 
^ with ^jjiQQ tjjg happy effects that might have been ex- 
^^ * pe6led. As feveral important matters ftill re- 
mained to be fettled by the compiiffioners, both 
parties, fbll of mutual diftruft, flood on their 
guard, and retained their forces. Ttiey both 
turned their eyes towards England, the one ex- 
peS;ing aid, and the other dreading oppofition 
from that quarter. Henry VII. appointed com- 
miffioners. May 5., to treat with thofe of bis 
moft dear brother James' King of Scotland; and 
about the fame time he grwted a fafe-condu£l 
to Robert Bilhop of Glafgow, George iJKfliop 
of Dunkeld, Colin Earl of Argyle, Patrick Lord 
Hailes, Robert Lord Lyfle, Matthew Stewart 
mafterofDamly,andAlexandermafterofHume, 
who were all of the Prince's party, to come into 
England '"'^ But no ufe, it is probable, was made 
of that fafe-condu£t. 
TheKmg't In the mean time. King James refided in the 
^^^^ caftle of Edinburgh ; and if he had remained 
quiet in that place till the commilfioners had fet- 
tled all the points referred to them by the treaty 
of Blackne&, and the ambafladors expelled from 
^e courts of England, France, and Rome, had 

*** Records of Parliament. See this treaty at fiiU length, Ap« 
pend. No. 3. in the next volume. 
^ Rym* Feed, torn* i»« p*340i 34X* 
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arrived, all naigfat have ended welL But either AJ).x4<t. 
his own inclination, or the advice of his friends, ^ ' "^ 
induced him to march to Stirling, as a more 
agreeable refidence, and more convenient for 
tbrming a junction with his loyal fubje3;s in 
the north ; and he met with no interruption in v 

his march, though the two armies muft hay? 
been very near to one another. 

This imprudent meafure was diiapproved, it Battle of 
is laid, by many of bis bed friends, and gave a andtSe 
great alarm to the adverfe party, who confidered King's 
it as a breach of the pacification of Blackneft'"^. ^^ 
The King, with his army, took pofleffion of the 
town of Stirling ; but he was refufed admittance 
into the-caftle : and while he was expoftulating 
with the governor on that fubje£t, inteHigence 
arrived that the Prince's army was advancing to 
attack hkn. There was little time for delibera* 
tion, and it was raflily refolved to fight Th6 
two armies met and engaged, June ii. A.D. 
1488., in the fields between the village of Ban* 
Dpckburn and Torwood. The conflict was fierce; 
but the borderers (of whom the Prince's army . 
chiefly confided), being better armed, and more 
ufed to arms than their enemies, foon threw the 
royal army into confufion. The King eodea^ 
voured to fave himfelf by flight ; but riding 
down a fteep road in t^e village of Bannock-* 
burn, be fell from his horfe, and was carried 
into a mill, where he was difcovered and llain by 

*^ Recordf of Parii*inent. Black A&s, f. 83. 
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A.D.1488. fome of the purfiiers "'*. Thus periflied tfiis un. 

"^"'"^ fortunate prince, in the prime of life, when he 
had reigned almoft twenty-nine years, and lived 
tbirty*five years and five months. He was buried 
in the abbey-church of Cambulkenneth, near 
the remains of his queen; by whom he left threa 
ions, viz. James, who fucceeded him, another 
James, Duke of Rofs, and John Earl of Mar. 

ciuraaer. Few priiices have been more calumniated 
during life, or more mifreprefented after death, 
than James III. of Scotland. I fhall therefore 
endeavour to draw his cbarad;er as I have wriU 
ten his hiftory, with all the attention and impar- 
tiality in my power. Ferrerius, who received 
his information from thofe who were fanoriliarly 
acquainted with him, defcribes his perfon in 
this manner: ^* in the beauty of his face, in 
«« the ftrength and elegant fhape of his body, 
*< and iymmetry of all his limbs, he iar excelled 
•* all the princes of his time*°*.^* In perfonal 
valour he was not confpicuous ; nor did he 
either delight or excel in riding, tilting, and 
olher martial exercifes ; which funk him in the 
eftimation of his nobility. By fome hiflorians 
he hath been reprefented as an implacable un« 
relenting tyrant, refembling Richard HI. in 
cruelty; than which nothing can be more di- 
rectly oppofite to truth '^'^j for an exceffive 
facility in forgiving the greateft injuries, and 

'*' Records of Fteliament. Ferrer, f.4009 401. Buchan. Kza. 
p.ai9. Hawtiiomden^ p«is^. Fitfcottie» p.9o. 

'•* Ferrer, f. 401. "' Buchan. L z». p»»35— 137. 
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pardoning the greateft crimes, was the ni6f( AJ>.r4St« 
fatal defeat in his chara^r, the chief caufe of 
bis own calamities, and of all the diforders of 
his reign. Of this his parliaments frequently 
complained, and intr^ated him to abftain frpm 
granting pardons with fo nluch eaft, and tp fuf« 
fer juftice to take its coiirfe**^. Though he wa« 
haraffed by a fucceflion of rebellions, no perfon 
of rank was put to death for treafbn^ except 
Sir Alexander Boyde, when James was ftill 
young, and entirely in the power of Sir Alex- 
ander's enemies. He is accufed, by the fame 
hiftorian, of incontinence, and that of the 
moll criminal kind j but without any proof, 
and contrary to all probability, as his confort 
was the moft amiable princefs in the world; 
and he was almoit the only prince of his name 
and family who had no natural children "^. 
He was regular in his attendance on the ier- 
vice of the church ; took pleafure in hearing 
eloquent fermons, at which he always flood 
bare-headed, and taught his fons to do the 
fame "^ He had a genius for learning, and 
was a generous encourager of learned men "'. 
But the moil flriking feature in the charadler 
of this prince, was his fondnefs for the fine 
arts, and for thofe who excelled in them, on 
whom he bellowed more of his company, con- 
fidences and favour, than became a king in 

'"^ Records of F^liaroeot Black AAst £7I«74« 

"^ Buchan. 1. 1». p. %$6. ^!^ Fcntr. f. 404- 

'"Id.f.391. 

his 
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AJ)«i4S8. his circumftances. Hiis excited ia his fierce 
'^^^~ -' and haughty nobles, diflike and contempt of 
their fovereign^ and indignation againft the ob* 
je€ts of his favour ; which produced the moft 
pernicious confeqaences. In one word^ if 
James IIL had flourished' in a more polittied 
age and more civilized country, he would have 
been eileemed, wha^t he really was, a good and 
amiable, though not a great prince. 



END OF THE OTNTH VOLtTME. 
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